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Knowledge check answers
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About this book


The aim of this Student Guide is to prepare students for the Section B: Core political ideas section of Edexcel A-level Politics Component 1, UK Politics, and the Section B: Non-core political ideas section of Edexcel A-level Politics Component 2, UK Government. The other sections of these two exam papers will be covered in a different student guide.

The Content Guidance section covers all the topics largely in the order in which they appear on the Edexcel A-level specification. You are strongly advised to have a copy of the most recent version of the specification to refer to as you go through the topics. There are three ideas in Component 1: Conservatism, Liberalism and Socialism. You will need to cover all of them. For Component 2 you will study one of the following: anarchism, ecologism, feminism, multiculturalism or nationalism.

This guide covers all of these ideas briefly, but you will study only one and it will not be necessary to study any of the others. Each of the ideas is further divided into three subsections. Please note that this book does not cover the Component 2 Non-core political ideas in as much detail as the Component 1 Core political ideas due to space constraints.

You should use the Content Guidance to ensure you are familiar with all the core ideas and principles and the debates and divisions within each ideology. Each idea, with its core principles, different strands and key thinkers, is studied in relation to its beliefs relating to human nature, the state, society and the economy. It is essential that you have a clear understanding of what these four terms mean before you start to analyse their links to each ideology. You should also make sure you are aware of the central arguments developed by each of the named key thinkers and link them to the strands. The focus of all questions is the level of agreement and disagreement within the political idea in regards to a particular area e.g. the economy. There is a series of knowledge check questions (AO1) in this book which act as a guide to some important information which you will need to use when answering essay questions and which will also help to establish detailed knowledge. The answers to these knowledge checks can be found at the end of the guide. Exam tips are designed to help you avoid significant common errors made by students as well as guiding you towards good practice. Key terms definitions and Linked concepts relate to the key terms named in the specification. All the terms in the specification linked to Socialism, Conservatism and Liberalism are covered. For the Component 2 ideologies, only some are covered. The key terms appear in the main body of text within green border lines, top and bottom.

The Questions & Answers section is an opportunity to hone exam technique and to become familiar with the essay skills and structures that examiners are looking for. The essays range in length and quality, and each comes with comments on strengths and weaknesses so that you can use them to develop your essay writing skills. It is not possible to provide sample questions and answers on every aspect of each ideology, and you need to be aware that any parts of the specification could be tested in the examination.

This guide does not go into full detail, so you must use it alongside other resources such as class notes, textbooks such as Political Ideas for A-level and articles in Politics Review magazine (published by Hodder Education).





Content Guidance



Core political ideas


Conservatism

Conservatism is an ideology that is constantly evolving and is remarkably successful as a result. It is in opposition to change and favours protecting traditions, but it can accept slow change if it is necessary. Most but not all conservatives believe that humans are imperfect and vulnerable and therefore a strong government is needed to guide and protect.


Core ideas and principles


Pragmatism

A pragmatist seeking to solve a problem turns not to fixed ideas or theories but to practicalities — what is the most sensible and workable way to resolve this issue? Conservatives often describe themselves as non-ideological in that they do not believe in absolutes. Instead they advocate a ‘what works’ approach based on circumstances and experience. This can make the ideology itself quite hard to pin down for students and can also suggest that conservatism is not an ideology at all but is merely what conservatives themselves might describe as ‘common sense’ and critics might describe as advocating what might be popular in order to win elections. It also suggests that conservatism is flexible and able to vary its values.
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Ideological Relating to a set of political ideas/body of doctrine. Most conservatives would describe themselves as pragmatic rather than ideological.
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Linked concept

A pragmatic approach to politics in conservatism led to the belief in change to preserve, despite being opposed to change. If it was necessary to preserve the status quo, e.g. by increasing the size of the electorate, this should be carried out. (See page 7.)
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Exam tip

Although conservatism is more pragmatic than other ideologies, it clearly does have some core values that you must know.
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Pragmatism suggests that politics should be based on circumstances and events rather than on ideological objectives. Conservatives reject abstract and rigid theories such as those associated with Marxism and see them as dangerous as they are not rooted in history and traditions and can therefore cause chaos and instability in society. They are supporters of empiricism. This view is linked to their rather negative view of human nature. Conservatives therefore reject all utopian ideas as they are a rejection of tradition, knowledge and learned wisdom.
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Empiricism A rejection of ideology. The theory that knowledge comes from tradition and experience rather than from ideas.
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Despite conservatism’s claims to be a tradition rather than an ideology, it is clear that conservatives share a range of core beliefs, alongside some variables. These will be explored below. So conservatism is not entirely based on pragmatism.



Tradition

This refers to the significance and importance of learning from previous generations and having a connection to what has gone before. For weak and insecure humans, tradition helps us to feel safe and to understand where we fit in. We are connected to our ancestors and to those who will follow us in the future. This helps us form our personal identities and to feel connections to others with shared histories and culture, thus creating social cohesion.

For conservatives in the UK, tradition can be found in institutions such as the monarchy, the Church of England, the House of Lords and the armed forces. Americans could seek security in the flag, the Constitution and in celebrations such as the 4th of July. These institutions have developed and survived over hundreds of years and are therefore full of wisdom and should be preserved for the future. They cannot simply be abolished and replaced as such a move would lead to dangerous instability.

Most conservatives are suspicious of change, as it goes against tradition and creates insecurity in vulnerable and weak humans. This belief in the importance of tradition can lead some conservatives to be suspicious of multiculturalism and immigration. Much of the conservative view of tradition comes from the religious beliefs of many (but not all) conservatives and can be linked to many religions, not just Christianity.
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Exam tip

Don’t forget that not all forms of conservatism value tradition — neo-liberals are in favour of change and are rationalists.
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However, this does not imply that all conservatives are opposed to any form of change but simply that change should be slow and evolutionary rather than radical, and it should take place only if it is seen as absolutely necessary. So, while the Conservative Party originally opposed devolution, it now sees it as a way to protect the union. Change here is a response to specific circumstances — devolution had taken place and could not be abolished — rather than something that the party initially wanted and can be described as change to conserve. Change should also be based on an analysis of previous events, rather than for abstract reasons or utopian visions.
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Radical Far-reaching and thorough, a major departure from what has gone before.

Change to conserve The belief that change may be necessary but should be slow, evolutionary and based on experience in order to protect tradition and to prevent social instability.
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Linked to this faith in tradition comes a firm belief in the value and significance of private property. Conservatives believe that ownership gives insecure individuals security and independence from the government, while also encouraging respect for the law and for the property of others. Property owners are therefore more likely to be supportive of the status quo, fearing change might lead to a threat to their property rights. They will respect those in authority who help to protect what they own and will support the traditional family values that will allow them to pass on a legacy to future generations. They also argue that private property is a way for individuals to express their personality and character, for example through furnishings. This belief in the value and significance of private property is at the heart of all conservative thinking and one of the few areas in which there is agreement.
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Authority The legitimate right to rule and to have power over others. This right can come from tradition, a monarch for example, or through election, such as a prime minister.
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Knowledge check 1

What do conservatives mean by property?
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Key thinkers and their ideas

Edmund Burke (1729–97)

Burke, in Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790), rejected liberal ideas, specifically the idea of progress as desirable. He argued that inheritance and tradition were the basis of a stable society, and that the institutions and beliefs that form society are formed by the wisdom and knowledge of those who came before us and must be respected. He used France — the tyranny and disaster of the aftermath of the 1789 revolution — as an example of what happens when you destroy this past knowledge. Burke argued for continuity — ‘change is only necessary in order to conserve’ — and saw society as a partnership or bond between the dead, the living and the unborn future generations rather than a social contract between the government and the governed. These connections create stability and security in society and create social order, preventing social chaos.

Burke, like many conservatives, also rejected the abstract ideas and theories, e.g. rights, that developed as a result of the Enlightenment and the French Revolution. He rejected democracy and saw inequality as natural. The people should be represented by the elite and the wise (the same thing), who would not be delegates but would follow their own conscience in making decisions. Burke was not a supporter of social contract theory, which suggests that the relationship between the government and the governed can be broken if power is abused. Society exists to provide individuals with a link to the past and future. However, Burke defended the Glorious Revolution and did not believe in absolute monarchy, rather that the king should be constrained by a parliament elected by the few.
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Human imperfection

Conservatives see human nature as selfish and flawed, and as emotional rather than rational. This pessimism impacts on their view of the society and the state. First, conservatives see human nature as psychologically weak. Due to our fragile and vulnerable nature, we desperately seek security and this can be found in hierarchy, a social system in which we all know our place and our roles and happily defer to the natural leaders who will be positioned above us. This is clearly in stark contrast to the optimistic beliefs of liberals and it leads most conservatives to value order above freedom and liberty.
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Hierarchy A society ordered on an unequal basis, with those at the top holding authority and those on the lower levels obeying those above them. This structure is not based on ability or talent.
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Linked concept

A belief in hierarchy suggests a belief in authority. In order to maintain the divisions in society there needs to be obedience to those at the top.
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Knowledge check 2

What is meant by the doctrine of original sin?
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Our vulnerability also means that some individuals are likely to become criminals. Unlike that of liberals and socialists, this view of human nature suggests that humans do not have a natural sense of morality. Our human nature is selfish and greedy and we can have a tendency to violence. We require institutions such as the education system, the nuclear family and the police to impose the values of right and wrong on us. This has implications for the role and powers of the state. Without a strong state, society will become unstable and chaotic. Conservatives are therefore more likely to blame the criminal for their actions than to see society as in any way responsible for crime and this is linked to a focus on strict law and order policy, such as the death penalty in parts of the USA.
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Exam tip

Although most conservatives see humans as deeply emotional, weak and seeking security, neo-liberals take a different view, seeing humans as rational and selfish. This is also linked to the neo-liberal rejection of the importance of tradition.
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Intellectually, human imperfection implies that we cannot really understand or make sense of the complex and frightening world around us. Religious institutions can play a part in explaining this to us and will be part of the ordered hierarchy of a conservative state and society. This is also linked to the conservative rejection of abstract ideas — we will find them unsettling as they suggest change and a rejection of learned experience.
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Human imperfection The belief that humans are psychologically, morally and intellectually weak and incapable of understanding the world around them.
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Linked concept

A belief in human imperfection suggests that change is not something that humans are able to cope with and understand. Therefore, it is better only to change to preserve, and any radical ideas must be rejected or there will be instability in society. (See page 7.)
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Knowledge check 3

Why do conservatives reject the idea of equality?
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Key thinkers and their ideas

Thomas Hobbes (1588–1679)

Thomas Hobbes was a supporter of absolute and unlimited government, which in his time meant monarchy. In Leviathan (1651), he argued that strong government was absolutely necessary in order to protect humans from the chaos and violence of the alternative — a ‘state of nature’ of ‘all against all’ where life would be ‘nasty, brutish and short’. He believed that, left to themselves, individuals would live in constant fear of each other. From this you can see that Hobbes had a very negative view of human nature, seeing people as self-seeking, power grabbing and irrational. As a result, a strong authoritarian government without limits was needed to protect humans and without it, so-called ‘normal’ life would be impossible. Thus government’s role was to enforce law and order. Hobbes believed that humans would be very happy to accept this.

Hobbes was one of the thinkers who developed social contract theory. Citizens must accept and obey the government, even a repressive one, because the alternative would always be far worse. Hobbes therefore believed that it was worth giving up one’s freedom and liberty in return for the protection that only the state could provide. The contract between the citizens and the state consisted of the citizens’ unlimited obedience in return for personal security.

However, this negative view of human nature is not fully accepted by libertarian New Right conservatives. Not only do they advocate change, they also support the liberal view of human rationality and have a firm belief in some ideas that could be described as abstract, such as laissez-faire economics.
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Organic society/state

The term ‘organic society’ is a metaphor that sees society as a human body. This theory is particularly linked to one-nation conservatives. Every part of the body has a specific and essential part to play, and the body cannot function without it. The whole is more than the sum of its parts and more important than any individual within it. If a part is changed, the body will be damaged. When they are all playing their part and are healthy, the body is in harmony and will flourish. This metaphor suggests that there must be no attempts to transform society as disaster will result. It is also closely linked to the conservative view of the importance of hierarchy — within society there will be various classes and groups but they can live in peace as part of a larger whole.

Organic society gives fragile humans a sense of security as it provides a clear role and purpose for each one of us, depending on what part of the ‘body’ we are. It connects us to social groups and institutions such as the family, workplace and religious community, and also to the wider whole, the nation. This view of society can be linked to nationalism and patriotism. This also implies that those with money and power have a duty to look after those less fortunate, and it implies a rejection of atomism. This is called noblesse oblige.
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Atomism The idea that humans are self-seeking and unconnected to others. Some conservatives see human beings as fundamentally selfish and therefore society is simply a collection of isolated individuals.

Noblesse oblige The belief that the wealthy, those at the top of the hierarchy, have a duty to look after those less well off.
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Linked concept

Atomism is linked to laissez faire. If we have no obligations to others then the state should leave us alone as much as possible and allow us to be free. (See page 9.)
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There is some disagreement within conservatism over organic society. It is supported by traditional conservatives, who reject individualism. However, New Right supporters see individual rights and freedoms as more important. As Margaret Thatcher once famously stated, ‘there is no such thing as society, only individuals and their families’, an idea firmly rejected by David Cameron.



Paternalism

The term ‘pater’ means father and so the role of the paternalistic state is to act as an authoritative father figure to the weak and flawed citizens, providing for their care and maintaining order by regulating their behaviour. A paternalistic state is hierarchical and unequal and aims to protect that status quo by preventing any uprising of the working classes. As a result it will include some form of welfare provision in order to prevent discontent. It is a key aspect of one-nation conservatism.

There are two forms of paternalism. Hard paternalism favours forcing people to do things, such as giving up smoking, while soft paternalism favours persuasion and education.
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Hard paternalism A form of government not concerned with consent. The state can step in to prevent actions or activities that are potentially dangerous or undesirable — for example, banning smoking.

Soft paternalism The idea that government should act in a fatherly, authoritative way, looking after the needs and regulating the behaviour of citizens, but that it should do so with their broad consent.
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Linked concept

A belief in paternalism means a belief in hierarchy and authority. Some are born to rule and guide others, and deserve privileges as a result, but this role comes with a duty to support those lower down the hierarchy. (See page 10.)
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The implications of paternalism include a belief that inequality is both natural and desirable. Edmund Burke argued that leaders came from the ‘natural aristocracy’, and the Victorian prime minister Benjamin Disraeli agreed, arguing that the rich had a duty to the poor. Linked to the belief in organic society, paternalism implies that there are natural leaders who will form the elite and who will act in a responsible way, as they see fit, rather than acting in a representative way. This puts most conservatives in opposition to democracy, although as pragmatists, conservatives have adapted to accept and accommodate democracy, where the masses can choose between a selection of members of the elite to make decisions on their behalf.
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Libertarianism (specifically neo-liberalism)
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Differing views and tensions within conservatism


Traditional conservatism
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One-nation conservatism
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New Right
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Neo-liberalism





Neo-conservatism
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	•  Human nature All conservatives argue that human nature is imperfect, limited intellectually and security-seeking. Therefore, authority is more important than individual freedom. Pragmatism is favoured rather than abstract ideas, which are difficult for us to comprehend. However, neo-liberals have a more positive view as they see human nature as rational and therefore people are more able to manage their own affairs.

	•  Society Most conservatives agree that society is organic and naturally hierarchical. We all have a role to play within society, and we need traditional structures to create a sense of belonging and safety. Inequality is both desirable and natural, and rapid change should be avoided. However, New Right conservatives take a more atomistic view and individualistic approach and see humans as self-reliant. They also believe that change in society is desirable.

	•  State Conservatives favour a strong state and hierarchy and see this as naturally arising. There are born leaders in society, and we need moral guidance from them with clear rules and punishments for breaking them. New Right conservatives have a more classical liberal viewpoint and favour limited government and individual freedom in some, but not all, areas of life (they favour strong law and order for example).

	•  Economy All conservatives believe in the importance of private property. It creates identity, pride, respect, hierarchy and security. However, while traditional and one-nation conservatives favour some intervention to protect the poor and needy (and to prevent upset to the status quo), New Right conservatives prefer a self-help and laissez-faire approach and do not wish to intervene in the free market.
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Liberalism


Core ideas and principles



Individualism
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Freedom/liberty
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State
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Rationalism
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Equality/social justice
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Liberal democracy






[image: ]



[image: ]







Differing views and tensions within liberalism


Classical liberalism
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Modern liberalism
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	•  Human nature All liberals believe in human rationality and capacity for progress. Humans are not governed by passions and emotions but by reason and they base their decisions on evidence. This means that they are able to determine their own actions and must be free from constraint. However, modern liberals go beyond negative freedom to support positive freedom — freedom to achieve goals.

	•  Society Liberals argue that individuals have the right to liberty in economic, social and political life. They are supporters of individualism and tolerance, the need to accept a variety of lifestyles and views in society. They also believe in natural rights and formal equality, that we are all born equal and that this should have protection in law. Classical liberals support egoistical individualism, seeing society as made up of self-interested individuals. Modern liberals support the idea of developmental individualism, the capacity for all to develop and flourish. They also believe in going beyond foundational equality to equality of opportunity.

	•  State Liberals are supporters of limited government — the belief that government should be restricted, legitimate and accountable and that individuals should be able to help themselves rather than become dependent. Classical liberals favour a ‘nightwatchman’ minimal state only, while modern liberals argue that an enabling state ensures that all citizens can be free in the positive sense to achieve goals and to fulfil potential.

	•  Economy All liberals are supporters of capitalism as they see it as an aspect of individual freedom. However, they are divided between classical liberals who favour laissez-faire economics and self-reliance, and modern liberals who see intervention in the economy and Keynesian economics as essential to ensuring equality of opportunity and positive freedom.
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Socialism


Core ideas and principles
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Collectivism
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Common humanity
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Equality
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Social class
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Workers’ control
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Differing views and tensions within socialism


Revolutionary socialism
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Social democracy
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Third way
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	•  Human nature All socialists have a positive and optimistic view of human nature. They also believe in collectivism — the individual can be understood only as part of a group. However, there is a distinction between Marxists, who believe in collectivism and see people as social and altruistic, and the move towards some acceptance of individualism by social democrats and, much more significantly, by supporters of the third way.

	•  Society Most socialists believe in equality of outcome and redistribution of wealth to create a just and fair society for all. All socialists believe in cooperation and fraternity to achieve common goals. However, Marxists favour revolutionary methods and a complete transformation of the political system. Social democrats argue that peaceful, gradual change is preferable via the democratic system. There are also divisions between those who argue for a completely equal society, social democrats who focus on narrowing the divide, and third way supporters who are less concerned about the gap and focus on reducing poverty.

	•  State Socialists agree that the state creates inequality and represents the interests of the ruling class. However, Marxists argue that the state is a tool of the bourgeoisie and needs to be destroyed. Social democrats see the state as a neutral body, whose institutions can be harnessed to implement socialist reforms.

	•  Economy Most socialists agree on opposition to capitalism and the free market. However, Marxists believe in the abolition of capitalism and its replacement with common ownership. Social democrats favour a mixed economy, and supporters of the third way embrace capitalism and reject all alternatives.





	•  the spread of democracy

	•  the rise of the middle class and the decline of the traditional working class

	•  globalisation

	•  the opposition of the media and the establishment
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Non-core political ideas


Anarchism



Core ideas and principles


Rejection of the state
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Liberty
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Anarchy is order




Economic freedom
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Utopianism
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Different types of anarchism


Collectivist anarchism
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Individualist anarchism



Egoism
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Anarcho-capitalism
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Ecologism



Core ideas and principles


Ecology
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Environmental consciousness




Sustainability
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Environmental ethics
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Post-materialism and anti-consumerism




Holism
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Different types of ecologism


Deep green
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Shallow green
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Social ecology
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