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    To the citizens of every nation who believe that prosperity is not created by power alone,But by institutions that restrain power and protect opportunity.
To those who value truth over narrative,accountability over authority,and long-term development over short-term victory.
This book is dedicated to people who understand that nations are not built by rulers,but by systems that allow societies to flourish beyond political cycles.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "Power tends to concentrate; prosperity tends to disperse.Civilizations survive not by the strength of rulers, but by the strength of rules."
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To the citizens who believe that institutions matter more than individuals,
that integrity matters more than ideology,
and that long-term prosperity requires courage in the present.
This book is dedicated to those who demand accountability from power.
and who understand that nations are built not by rhetoric,
but by rules, responsibility, and reason.
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Economic decline is rarely accidental. It is rarely mysterious. And it is rarely purely economic.

This book began with a question that has troubled economists, political scientists, and policy thinkers for generations: Why do nations with immense resources, educated populations, and democratic systems still experience stagnation, crisis, and institutional decay? Why do some countries repeatedly sacrifice long-term prosperity for short-term political advantage?

The answer, I argue, lies not in markets alone, but in the dominance of politics over economic rationality.

Politics Over Prosperity is not a critique of democracy, nor is it a defense of technocracy. Rather, it is an institutional inquiry into how political incentives reshape economic outcomes. When political survival becomes the overriding objective, economic discipline weakens. Fiscal prudence gives way to electoral populism. Regulatory institutions become instruments of patronage. Long-term development planning is sacrificed for immediate political gain.

Across regions—resource-rich monarchies, emerging economies, advanced democracies, and fragile republics—we observe a recurring pattern. Economic crises are often preceded not by technical policy errors, but by institutional erosion. Central banks lose independence. Fiscal rules are relaxed. Courts are pressured. Transparency declines. Trust evaporates.

This book seeks to demonstrate that prosperity depends less on ideology and more on institutional design. Nations thrive when power is constrained, rules are predictable, and accountability is credible. They decline when institutions are captured, politicized, or hollowed out.

The argument presented here draws upon institutional economics, political economy, comparative governance, and development theory. It engages with debates on inclusive versus extractive institutions, time inconsistency, fiscal discipline, rent-seeking behavior, regulatory capture, and moral legitimacy in governance. However, this is not merely a theoretical exploration. It is also a practical one.

The twenty-first century presents new pressures that intensify the politics–economics tension: digital transformation, financial globalization, rising inequality, demographic shifts, climate transitions, and geopolitical fragmentation. Under these conditions, the temptation to subordinate long-term economic rationality to short-term political gain becomes stronger.

Yet decline is not inevitable.

Countries have rebuilt credibility after crises. They have strengthened institutions after periods of corruption. They have restored trust after polarization. Institutional reform is difficult, but it is possible. The central thesis of this book is conditional optimism: nations can escape decline if they prioritize institutional integrity over political expediency.

This work is intended for scholars, policy-makers, students of political economy, and engaged citizens who seek to understand the structural roots of national success and failure. It does not offer partisan prescriptions. Instead, it offers a framework for analyzing how power interacts with economic systems—and how that interaction can either generate stability or produce crisis.

Ultimately, this book is about choices.

It is about whether societies choose rules over discretion, transparency over opacity, accountability over patronage, and long-term development over short-term populism.

Prosperity is not destroyed by economics alone. It is destroyed when political systems undermine the very institutions that sustain economic rationality.

The future of nations will depend not on the size of their economies, but on the strength of their institutions.

Om Krishna
2026
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About the Book

Politics Over Prosperity: How Politics Destroys Nations is an advanced political economy analysis of how power structures influence economic outcomes, institutional stability, and social welfare. The book explores the fundamental conflict between political survival incentives and economic rationality, arguing that national prosperity depends not only
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