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Dedication


To all those who may have fallen short at some point in their lives. Don’t give up on your goal to be a success like Officer Jamal Reynolds. Believe in yourself even when others won’t.
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Not so Free Release
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It’s 9am on May 15, 2025 when Jamal Reynolds is released from prison. He was granted Parole 5 years into his 20 year sentence.  Upon exiting the penitentiary Jamal made his way to see his Parole Officer Zachary Jacobs. With a deep sigh Jamal asked Mr. Jacobs some serious questions.

Jamal: Do you think anyone will ever higher me after what I did? Will I ever be able to be a cop again? Do you think the state will let me get custody of my kids?

Mr.Jacobs: I’m sure there are places that will hire you. As far as you being a cop,I’m not sure about that. If you get through this Parole the Judge will most likely agree to the custody.

Hearing that was all the motivation Jamal needed to fight for his children. Then Jamal made his way to the place he used to call home on the northside of Richfield. His former landlord Mrs. Franklin was outside in the yard when he arrived. The elderly woman welcomed him with a warm smile letting him know she saved his belongings in a storage unit for him.

Grateful for the news Jamal hugged the woman and told her he’d be picking his things up after he finds a job. Then he made his way to the local library to fill out job applications. After a week of sleeping on benches and going to the local diner for food Jamal received an email for a landscaping job. In desperate need Jamal accepted the job. On Monday June 6th Jamal reported to the site for his first day.

All the guys at the site were of hispanic descent and spoke spanish. They were surprised to know Jamal understood what they were saying in their conversations about him. For the remainder of the summer and part of the fall all the guys respected him more. They even apologized for being rude to him in the beginning. By October there was a job opening for a security job in Bristol, Va which paid the same amount he made in landscaping. 

Concerned Jamal asked for Mr. Jacobs opinion on the job before accepting. Mr. Jacobs was a laid back, relatable guy with a track record for being the best P.O. in Tennessee.But when it came to answering this question for Jamal he didn’t want to disappoint the man so he simply said: Give it a try. To Jamal those words didn’t seem too reassuring but the sincerity in the mans’ eyes gave Jamal the courage he needed to accept the job. Within 2 weeks Jamal had moved to Bristol and found a studio apartment for $800/month. On his first night on the job Jamal came across a lot of drunks. Most of the time The Bristol Inn Pub was a bar in the center of a strip mall downtown. On Nov 10, 2025 a fight broke out at the bar area between a man and woman. By chance there was an off duty Bristol Police Officer dining with his girlfriend to help out. The duty of an officer is to protect others even when you're off the clock. 

In the blink of an eye the intoxicated man slapped the female before attempting to choke her. Jamal was by the door when it happened and jumped into action just as Jeremiah Larson came to help. Once they were able to get the man to release the woman Jeremiah called dispatch to send an officer on patrol to their location. While they were waiting Jeremiah introduced himself to Jamal and asked if he’d ever been a cop. Just from the way he stepped into action it was obvious Jamal had been a cop before. Yeah; I was a cop a long time ago though, Jamal said. Why’d you stop working on the force, Jeremiah asked?

I got into some trouble and did 5 years for helping my baby mamas escape from prison, Jamal said uncomfortably. I’m on Parole for the next 5 years and don’t know if the state will give me my kids back. With a look of concern Jeremiah replied, man that’s crazy where are your baby mamas still in prison? Nah both of them were executed while I was in prison. Why were they executed? The minimum time you get for escape is 10 yrs. They escaped again and tried to kill my co-workers’ wife and kidnapped 2 of his kids.

Needlesstosay Jeremiah was shocked by the news but before he could speak officers arrived to pick up the man, and medics tended to the female. Before leaving Jeremiah let Jamal know there was a n opening at the station in Bristol if he wanted it.  He left a business card with Jamal advising him  to give him a call at the station when he was ready.  Sounds good man I’ll be in touch with you, Jamal stated shaking Jeremiah’s hand. 

By the time Thanksgiving rolled around Jamal went for a visit with his P.O. During the visit He again asked Mr. Jacobs for his opinion about him getting a job in law enforcement. Again Mr. Jacobs told him to go after his dreams since he already works in security. There wasn’t any restriction against him to work in security and he’s been in touch with his P.O. on a regular basis. By Dec 1, 2025 Jamal called Jeremiah to accept the job in Bristols’ Police Department. A week later Jamal was officially a member of the Bristol Police Department.

The Chief found him a studio apartment close to the station. His first 2 months of rent was covered when he moved in. Everything seemed to be looking up for this fallen officer from Tennessee. Almost everyday Jamal thanked Jeremiah for getting him this job. By Christmas he started thinking of a plan to communicate with his children. It’s hard to believe this man has been out of prison for nearly seven months. And of that seven months he hasn’t thought to look for his children one time. 

Put yourself in his shoes trying to get a stable home for your children and yourself after being locked away from them for five years. You’ve already missed out on the beginning stages of their lives. They’re being raised by family so you know they’re safe. Why not just pound the pavement to rebuild a foundation for your family. On Dec 31,2025 Jamal made that promise in his heart and prayers to do just that for his family.
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​New Year, New Experiences
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On January 1, 2026 Jamal woke up with a new lease on life for himself. Heading into the station all Jamal could think about was how many blessings he’d received in the short amount of time he’d been free. Upon entering the station he was greeted by the new dispatch officer Alexandria Daniels who was arriving for her first day. On his way out to his patrol car Alexandria called his name, getting his attention. When he turned around she nervously asked if he would like to have dinner sometime? Seeing it as harmless he agreed and went on his way to patrol.

A week later the two met up at a local diner a couple blocks from the station. The two had some small talk while getting to know each other. After 2 hours in the diner the two decided to go to a late movie since they both didn’t have work until noon the next day. That was a bad idea since they both slept through the movie. Jamal then drove Alex back to the station to pick up her car. He waited like a gentleman for her to safely get in her vehicle to leave. Only he didn’t go home,he followed at a distance to make sure she got home safely then he went to his apartment. 

By Feb 14, 2026 the two were official but Jeremiah was the only member of the dept that knew they were together. Now Jamal was thinking he’d found someone to help him parent his children down the line. But he hadn’t brought the conversation  up to her yet.  They had only been hanging out as friends for the past 5 weeks and some things you don’t share with your friends until you’re ready to talk about them. My kids are a sensitive topic for me to share with others, Jamal thought to himself. 

Pretty much the city of Bristol was quiet as Jamal did his patrol for the rest of the month.

The beginning of March seemed to bring Jamal more joy when he received a call from Mr. Jacobs.

Mr. Jacobs: Jamal how’s everything going out there?

Jamal: Everything is good. What’s going on? Do I need to check-in with you earlier than usual?

Mr. Jacobs: I know you have 5 yrs to be under my supervision but I went before the board today. I asked them if we could reduce your time since you're doing good with your check-ins.

Jamal: So what’s the answer you were given in the end?

Mr.Jacobs: They said if you continue doing good for the next 2 yrs they’ll end your parole 2 yrs early

Jamal: So if I can make it to May of 2028 they’ll knock off the other 2 yrs of my time?

Mr.Jacobs: That’s correct sir keep up the good work

Then the line went dead and all Jamal could do was thank God for this news.With this new outlook on life Jamal wanted to share this with everyone he knew. The first person he told was Alexandria then Jeremiah and lastly he called the Richfield Police Dept. Hopefully Zeek has forgiven him for what he’d done 6 yrs ago. So Jamal took the advice of Mr. Jacobs and just went for it. The phone rang a total of 3 times before it was answered. On the other end was Susan, everyone's favorite dispatcher. Are any of the guys around the station at this time, he asked? Who’s calling, Susan replied. This is Jamal Reynolds, he answered. In shock she simply said “I’ll transfer you to Zeek, he’s the new chief of police now”.

Zeek: Hey man, when did you get out?

Jamal: I’ve been out for 9 months now. It’s been rough trying to find stable employment but my P.O. gave me some good news today.

Zeek: What happened man 

Jamal: He said that if I complete the next 2 years of my Parole without any infractions they’ll let me off Parole early.

Zeek: That's good news indeed but when are you going to see your kids man?

Jamal: I have to find out where they are first so I was hoping you would help me with that.

Zeek: Well your son (Harrison) is being raised by Destiny’s aunt Ella in Antioch,Va. Your daughter is being raised by Melody’s parents across the street from me right here in Richfield.

Jamal: Would you happen to
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