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​Introduction
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Paul told Timothy that the Word of God was profitable in the Christian life. It is through the study and practical application of biblical truths that the Christian can live the victorious life. The Abundant Truth Bible Reference Series is designed to strengthen, uplift, and instruct believers through the study of God’s Word.

In this publication

In this commentary, we will examine one of the most important offerings of the Old Testament. God instituted Israel’s system of worship through Moses’ leadership. After establishing the priesthood, instructions were given concerning the sacrifices that were acceptable to God. 

Among the offerings of the Lord, the whole burnt offering (introduced in Leviticus, chapter 1) was unique. This offering helps the believer to understand Paul’s exhortation to present the body a living sacrifice unto God.

Paul told Timothy that the Word of God was profitable in the Christian life. It is through the study and practical application of biblical truths that the Christian can live the victorious life. The Abundant Truth Bible Reference Series is designed to strengthen, uplift, and instruct believers through the study of God’s Word.
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Sweet Savor Unto the Lord
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God delivered Israel from Egypt and brought them into the wilderness. While there, He gave instructions to Moses concerning acceptable sacrifices and offerings. The Book of Leviticus records the detailed instructions concerning the Levitical Priesthood and the system of  worship.

Offerings

Sacrifices in the Old Testament, regardless of type, were generally referred to as an offering. The term offering is derived of the Hebrew word, gorban that means “that which is brought near.” This reveals that God desires and expects man to draw close to Him, regardless of circumstance or] condition. 

God instituted  sacrifices  and  offerings  to provide structure to Israel’s approach and worship of Him. The physical process and act of presenting the sacrifice and offering reflected spiritual truths, which reveal the proper attitude of the worshipper and the supremacy and holiness of God.

Though “offering” can be used to describe the totality of sacrifices and gifts offered to the Lord under the Law, the term sacrifice is used specifically to describe offerings of living creatures whose lives were taken as they were offered up.

Repeatedly in Leviticus 1, the burnt offering was described as a sweet smelling savor unto the Lord. 

Consequently, righteousness and holiness come up before Him as a pleasing aroma. God is glorified in our good works towards Him and men.

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. Matt 5:16 (KJV)

The Christian Lifestyle

The Christian’s lifestyle should be acceptable unto God. The burnt offering is a foreshadowing of the believer who will give his life to the Lord completely, reflecting Paul’s exhortation to the Roman believers.

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. Romans 12:1 (KJV)

If the Christian is to understand fully the exhortation of Paul, an understanding of the burnt offering is necessary. This understanding coupled with prayer, praise, repentance, and daily living the Christian’s life will truly become a living sacrifice.

Divisions

Again, the burnt offering and its protocol is found in Leviticus 1. It  can be divided into four distinct sections.

1. Instructions for Bringing the Offering (Verses 1-2)

2. Instructions for Offerings of the Herd (Verses 3-9)

3. Instructions for Offerings of the Flock (Verses 10 -13)

4. Instructions for Offering of Fowls (Verses 14-17)

As each of these is examined, the Christian will understand the intricacies of the burnt offering and its implication for the Christian life and experience today.
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The Burnt Offering
(Verses 1-2)
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Moses records in Leviticus 1 God’s detailed instructions for the burnt offering. The burnt offering is also referred to as the whole burnt offering because it is the only  offering, which was totally consumed and offered up to the Lord. The other offerings were shared with the priests as provision. This is the uniqueness of the burnt offering.

And the LORD called unto Moses, ...and spake unto him out of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring an offering unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering of  the cattle, even of the herd, and of the flock. Lev 1:1-2 (KJV)

The Unique Offering

The burnt offering, unlike some of the other sacrifices, consisted of the sacrificing of living creatures. It was not performed  with grain, meal, oil, etc. Moses gave the acceptable animals to be offered:

1) Herd – cattle

2) Flock – sheep and goats

3) Birds – turtledoves and young pigeons (verse 14)

The animals had to meet certain criteria to be acceptable. However, the proper sacrifice without the proper manner for offering it was unacceptable. Moses, by the word of the Lord, gave instructions concerning how the offering was to be performed.

These offerings were specifically made for atonement for sins and transgressions. The offering of the herd and flock had to be a male without blemish. This signifies that whatever offered to God must be the best available. 

The giving of the offering involved a person’s actions and attitude. Those who brought an offering had to do it in a prescribed manner (actions). 

They could not sacrifice at home or any other place. The priests had to be involved and every offering had to be brought to the Temple (even to the door of the tabernacle). In addition, the offering brought had to be voluntary (attitude). The worshipper had to place his hand upon the offering (before its death); signifying the individual’s willingness to give it to the  Lord.

The Christian Application

Christians must serve God on His terms, which involve attitude and action. This is reflected in God’s command to bring the offering to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation voluntarily. Let us (by these verses) examine the believer’s attitude and the believer’s actions involved to present oneself as a living sacrifice today.

The Christian’s Actions Today

The offering  was to be brought to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation (also referred to as the tent  of meeting). The command to bring the sacrifice carries significance. Again, the worshipper was not to make the sacrifice at home or any other location. This shows man separating himself from the world for the Lord’s purposes.  

Jesus demonstrated this as He was led into the wilderness where He fasted and prayed for 40 days (Matthew 4). He separated Himself to consecrate unto God. If the believer is going to present His body as a living sacrifice, it begins with  going  into  one’s “closet” to prepare for holy service.

The instruction to bring the offering to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation shows that the worshipper approached God on His (God’s) terms. Thus, Paul’s command to “present” means the believer submits to the Lord on His  terms and offers to Him what He wants. Abraham demonstrated this in that he was willing to sacrifice Isaac at God’s request (Genesis 22).

The Christian’s Attitude Today

The believer’s attitude has to be trifold. One’s attitude in personal sacrifice is to be characterized by willingness, humility, and submission. Without these components, the believer will not fulfill Paul’s exhortation. He will not become the “living sacrifice” that God wants.

Again, the offering (sacrifice) was to be brought voluntarily; that is, willingly. God does not want forced service or sacrifice. When one comes to God, it has to be of one’s own free will, not through fear, circumstance, or situation.

Many Christians emulate the actions of the Israelites. Whenever they were in trouble, they called on His name and separated themselves from their sins, wickedness, and idolatry. They did not come to Him by their own free will, but by their need for personal safety. Hence, it was not done voluntarily through willingness, but by compulsion of fear.

If the believer is to present himself as a living sacrifice, he must be motivated by love, devotion, and willful submission to God; not because they have sinned or they are in trouble. Else, once guilt for sin has passed and fear of circumstances has passed, the pursuit of God will dissipate. So, God’s command that the sacrifice be brought voluntarily becomes crucial to the believer’s pursuit of  Christ.
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