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TWO SIMULTANEOUS MAJOR RESCUES

July 27, 1985
Yosemite National Park

TWO RANGERS SAVE 14 LIVES

July 29, 1985
Capitol Reef National Park

RESCUERS BATTLE 90-MPH WINDS TO SAVE TWO CLIMBERS

September 11, 1985
Grand Teton National Park

MEXICO CITY EARTHQUAKE

September 19, 1985
Mexico City, Mexico

“THE WORST TRAGEDY TO EVER HIT OUR ISLAND”

October 7, 1985
Ponce, Puerto Rico

RANGER KEPT HIM FROM FALLING OFF

June 13, 1986
Lake Mead National Recreation Area

25 KILLED IN MIDAIR COLLISION

June 18, 1986
Grand Canyon National Park

PARK’S FIRST HELI-RAPPEL AND SHORT-HAUL SAVES A LIFE

July 14, 1986
Grand Teton National Park

LETTER TO PARK SUPERINTENDENT JOHN REYNOLDS

July 20, 1986
North Cascades National Park

INCREDIBLE SURVIVAL STORY—BUT BOTH LEGS HAD TO BE AMPUTATED

October 15, 1986
Yosemite National Park

CITATION FOR VALOR: STEPHEN W. UNDERWOOD

May 24, 1987
Lava Beds National Monument

JOHNSON v. USA—A PRECEDENT-SETTING COURT CASE ON SAR

June 28, 1987
Grand Teton National Park

“I’M NOT LETTING GO OF MY MOMMY”

August 13, 1987
Cape Cod National Seashore

WHEN THE YOUNG MAN FELL INTO THE 180-DEGREE WATER

February 10, 1988
Yellowstone National Park

AT 18,200 FEET—THE WORLD’S HIGHEST HOIST

May 26, 1988
Denali National Park

LOST MARINE

August 30, 1988
Southern California

WINDS MAY HAVE REACHED 200 MPH

February 23, 1989
Denali National Park

THEY SAVED FIVE PEOPLE

May 20, 1989
Cape Hatteras National Seashore

UNIT CITATION PARK RANGER RESCUE TEAM

June 10, 1989
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park

ONE MORE RED CROSS

August 9, 1989
Big Bend National Park

MOCK SEARCH TURNS INTO THE REAL THING

October 22, 1989
Wind Cave National Park

CHAPTER TEN 1990–

CITATION FOR VALOR: IAIN “AL” C. BROWN AND CAROLYN P. BROWN

April 29, 1990
Ft. Jefferson National Monument

SECOND LIGHTNING DEATH ON MT. WHITNEY

July 14, 1990
Sequoia National Park

LIGHTNING FLASHES GUIDE THE WAY

July 16, 1990
Death Valley National Monument

GREATEST U.S. CAVE RESCUE SINCE FLOYD COLLINS

March 31, 1991
Carlsbad Caverns National Park

CITATION FOR VALOR: CLAYTON P. BUTLER

May 5, 1991
Olympic National Park

HIGHEST TECHNICAL ROPE RESCUE IN NORTH AMERICA

July 3, 1991
Denali National Park

EIGHT SURVIVE FLASH FLOOD IN 200-FOOT-DEEP SLOT CANYON

August 12, 1991
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area

MORE TRIED . . . AND MORE DIED

Summer 1992
Denali National Park

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD: PATRICK McCRARY, SUPERINTENDENT

June 27, 1992
Lake Meredith National Recreation Area

HURRICANE ANDREW AND THE NATIONAL ALL-RISK MANAGEMENT TEAM

August 24, 1992
South Florida

WORLD-RECORD RAPPELS

September 23, 1992
Yosemite National Park

CHIEF RANGER’S MOST DIFFICULT RESCUE IN 29 YEARS

October 10, 1992
Zion National Park

THREE CRASH INSIDE ERUPTING VOLCANO

November 21, 1992
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park

WINTERFEST

February 20, 1993
Craters of the Moon National Monument

CITATION UNIT AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE OF SERVICE

March 13, 1993
Great Smoky Mountains National Park

37 RESCUED FROM 23 RAFT WRECKS

May 11, 1993
Canyonlands National Park

CLIFFHANGER: RAMBO ON A ROCK

May 28, 1993
Rocky Mountain National Park

298 ILLEGAL CHINESE ALIENS RESCUED

June 6, 1993
Gateway National Recreation Area

TWO DIE—PARK SUED FOR $25 MILLION

July 15, 1993
Zion National Park

TWO EMPLOYEES INJURED ON TWO SEPARATE SARs

March 11, 1994
Shenandoah National Park

FIRST NPS EMPLOYEE TO DIE ON PEAK IN 40 YEARS

May 21, 1994
Denali National Park

IT’S A DARN BUSY PLACE

July 29, 1994
Grand Canyon National Park

TWO RESCUE RANGERS FALL TO THEIR DEATHS

August 12, 1995
Mt. Rainier National Park

LESSER-KNOWN SAR AREAS AND THEIR EMERGENCY WORKLOAD

1995
National Park Service

VETERAN BACKCOUNTRY RANGER VANISHES

July 20, 1996
Kings Canyon National Park

KAYAKER PLUMMETS OVER WATERFALL AND IS TRAPPED

October 5, 1996
New River Gorge National River

SHE REPORTED HER ENTIRE FAMILY MISSING

December 14, 1996
Lake Meredith National Recreation Area

ELEVEN DIE IN SLOT CANYON

August 12, 1997
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area

THREE RESCUERS DIE IN HELICOPTER CRASH

September 6, 1997
Olympic National Park

SECONDS AFTER JUMPING, HIS PARACHUTE SNAGGED ON THE CLIFF

September 24, 1997
Glacier National Park

VOLUNTEER RESCUER HAS NEVER BEEN FOUND

May 24, 1998
Denali National Park

TEN CLIMBERS CAUGHT IN AVALANCHE

June 11, 1998
Mt. Ranier National Park

MAJOR FLASH FLOOD INVOLVING 100 PEOPLE

July 10, 1998
Capitol Reef National Park

LOWERED 600 FEET IN THE DARK

December 27, 1998
Zion National Park

HER RESCUE ROPE WAS CUT IN THREE PLACES

February 6, 1999
Yosemite National Park

SECOND GENERATION NPS EMPLOYEE LOST

May 2, 1999
Near Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve

NO TIME TO TAKE A BREATHER

June 28, 1999
Grand Canyon National Park

RESCUED FROM HIGHEST POINT IN LOWER 48 STATES

June 30, 1999
Sequoia National Park

PARACHUTIST SNAGS ON OVERHANGING CLIFF

December 30, 1999
Near Canyonlands National Park

CHAPTER ELEVEN 2000–

88 PEOPLE DIED

January 31, 2000
Near Channel Islands National Park

FIVE-YEAR-OLD BOY IS BUT ONE OF 4,869 MISSIONS THAT YEAR

February 19, 2000
Ozark National Scenic Riverway

TWO MAJOR TECHNICAL RESCUES

June-July 2000
Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park

WHEN RANGERS TURNED ON THEIR LIGHTS, SHOTS RANG OUT

August 2, 2000
Yosemite National Park

THEIR VEHICLE WAS ABOUT TO GO UNDER

January 17, 2001
Haleakala National Park

PULLED THROUGH 1450-FOOT, WATER-COVERED CRAWLWAY

January 31, 2001
Mammoth Cave National Park

THE UNKNOWN GOOD SAMARITAN

June 25, 2001
Yellowstone National Park

SEARCHERS CAUGHT IN AVALANCHE

January 21, 2002
Crater Lake National Park

RESCUED AND THEN ARRESTED FOR DRUG SMUGGLING

January 28, 2002
North Cascades National Park

WENT OVER 65-FOOT-HIGH WATERFALL

April 17, 2002
Cuyahoga Valley National Park

A TYPICAL YEAR IN NATIONAL PARK SERVICE SEARCH AND RESCUE

2003

REMAINS FROM VICTIM OF HURRICANE ANDREW FOUND

January 29, 2003
Biscayne National Park

TO SURVIVE HE HAD TO AMPUTATE HIS OWN ARM

April 26, 2003
Near Canyonlands National Park

ONE OF THE MOST EPIC RESCUES IN AMERICAN MOUNTAINEERING

July 26, 2003
Grand Teton National Park

NEVER FOUND, THEY ARE STILL “OUT THERE”

July 31, 2003
Yosemite National Park

JASON HAS NEVER BEEN FOUND

May 4, 2004
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve

CAVE WAS SEARCHED THREE TIMES FOR THE TWO KIDS

May 27, 2004
Lava Beds National Monument

A DIFFERENT KIND OF RESCUE

July 5, 2004
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area
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FOREWORD

As Secretary of the Interior for most of the 1960s, I had an opportunity to help orchestrate the beginning of the environmental movement. And I also played a role as nearly 50 areas were added to our National Park System.

Perhaps second only to liberty, our national parks, which are set aside “in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations,” may very well be one of our nation’s finest legacies to future generations. These areas herald the delicate strands of nature and history that bind us together as a land. The story of our national parks, embodying the finest in our natural and historical resources, has been inspiring in ways many times. In Death, Daring, and Disaster, however, veteran ranger Butch Farabee uniquely chronicles the one unsung chapter in the unfolding story about our park lands: search and rescue.

By 1961, when I became a member of President John F. Kennedy’s cabinet, 80 million people enjoyed these majestic benchmarks of our heritage; eight years and two terms as the Secretary of the Interior later, this number had nearly doubled. By the end of the millennium, this figure will again have more than doubled, with some 350 million people visiting our National Park System. Tragically, there is mishap: In 1997 alone, 4,500 of these visitors needed to be rescued, 14,000 required emergency medical aid, and 300 died.

These statistics are not surprising when you consider that the collective size of our National Park System—84 million acres—is greater in scope than every state in the Union except four and is infinitely more complicated and diverse than all of them. And each year, several million people tempt fate and risk misfortune in dozens of ways in such wondrous but potentially deadly places as the Grand Canyon, Denali, Yosemite, Shenandoah, Gateway, Glacier, and Lake Mead. These visitors boat, drive, climb, hike, camp, dive, ski, swim, hang-glide, and even illegally parachute.

Search and rescue and emergency medical assistance on our public lands are performed by an elite, small cadre of civil servants and dedicated volunteers. It wasn’t always so. Beginning in 1870 when a blind man was lost and bewildered for thirty-seven days in what became the world’s first national park, Death, Daring, and Disaster chronicles over 400 sagas highlighting more than 125 years of drama and heroic sacrifice. Additionally, Butch Farabee traces the evolution and use of such milestones as helicopters, emergency medicine, rescue techniques, volunteer SAR groups, valorous awards, and scuba in our parks—and provides a record of engaging landmarks of technology and events for historic search and rescue missions.

I remember many of the tragedies and events Butch recounts: the midair collision over the Grand Canyon that killed 128 people in 1956; the massive rescue requiring fifty world-class mountaineers to fly to Alaska in 1960; the two scuba divers who disappeared in Death Valley in 1965; the forty-two hikers trapped by floodwaters in Zion that same year; and the 1967 three-day rescue of two climbers trapped on the north face of the Grand Teton. Vice President Hubert Humphrey wrote in a personal letter to the rescuers about this last mission, saying, “I still don’t see how you did it, but I am told that Mr. Campbell will live, so I guess you did!” A highlight in my career as the Secretary of the Interior was to honor with Valor Awards many of the men and women who participated in these perilous rescues. These and many other well-deserved recognitions, hard earned over the years, are cataloged in Death, Daring, and Disaster.

Butch looked for his first lost person in 1958 as an Explorer Scout at the age of 16. He went on to become a national park ranger. During his more than thirty-year national park career, he has participated in nearly 1,000 search, rescue, and emergency missions while stationed at Glen Canyon, Lake Mead, Death Valley, Yosemite, and Grand Canyon. He served as the first Washington-based emergency services coordinator for four years. As such, he worked with dozens of local, state, and national medical and rescue response groups, as well as representing the Secretary of the Interior on the government’s Interagency Committee on Search and Rescue. With a career spanning many dramatic life-and-death operations over four decades, Butch Farabee has an insight into search and rescue that is matched by few people today. In my view, he is the perfect person to write this book.

Stewart L. Udall
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For many decades the National Park Service has been a leader in search and rescue (SAR). This is the manual for the country’s first SAR school. DOUG MCLAREN COLLECTION


INTRODUCTION


In my days as Chief Ranger at Grand Canyon, we had a lady undertaker in Williams. She used to complain. “Those park rangers! They bring those bodies out draped over a mule; they don’t seem to realize how hard it is for us to straighten them out.”

—Retired Grand Canyon
Superintendent Howard Stricklin



Death, Daring, and Disaster is about search and rescue, heroes, and an untold chapter in the history of our nation’s parks.

When Yellowstone was guaranteed to the world in 1872, just 300 adventurers came to revel in the first national park. In 2004, the eve of the 136th anniversary of the “Mother Park,” more than 266 million people enjoyed the 388 areas now within our country’s playgrounds. But some of those visitors didn’t live to tell about it.

Among the very finest in the world, the National Park Service (NPS) has always been a leader in search and rescue (SAR). Decades before the public’s zest for the great outdoors exploded in the 1970s, and local and state governments were forced into rural rescue, the favorite places for most campers, boaters, and hikers were our parks and monuments. Rangers of the National Park Service had to be the best.

[image: image]

Beverly Johnson leaping onto Yosemite’s El Capitan at the start of a Big Wall rescue, circa 1973. NPS PHOTO/AUTHOR’S COLLECTION

Search and rescue in isolated areas—compared to urban SAR—is generally more complex and often made much more dangerous by rugged terrain, adverse weather, nonexistent communications, lack of nearby sophisticated medical aid, extremes in elevation and environment, and a scarcity of readily available resources.

With early records sketchy or even absent and pioneering tourists largely self-reliant and not apt to report any misadventure short of death, SAR details and related numbers for national parks over time are merely guesstimates. Since its beginnings in Yellowstone, however, there is a rough figure of 130,000 mishaps. In 2003 alone, there were 3,108 SAR missions: lost children, fallen climbers, downed aircraft, drowning bathers, frozen skiers, trapped cavers, overdue boaters, injured hikers, and exhausted mountaineers stranded on hundreds of distant rugged peaks.

National Park Service rescuers in 2003—the last year for which there are accurate accounts—saw 124 deaths but also 427 saves: lives spared by a timely, expert SAR team. Routinely risking life and limb, these brave men and women walked, ran, climbed, flew, or swam to 3,251 people in need of help that year. They also answered 13,693 calls for emergency medical assistance while administering advanced lifesaving skills to 1,590 people, as well as progressive cardiac care to 319. These dedicated teams—spending nearly $3.5 million—labored 82,683 long hours saving lives.

Here are some examples of the immense workload in our national parks. In 1996: The Grand Canyon had 482 SARs, involving 377 injured or ill people and 18 deaths. These accidents alone cost taxpayers $555,000. The place is busy; the record for dispatching an SAR helicopter into the mile-deep world wonder is reputed to be 12 times in one day. Lake Mead National Recreation Area, nearly 1.5 million acres straddling Nevada and Arizona, saw 332 SARs and 36 deaths. In their spare time, the rangers there also made 516 criminal arrests. The professionals on Grand Teton’s highly decorated SAR team responded to 148 missions; sadly for them, they had to deal with 13 traumatic deaths as well. Alaska’s Mt. McKinley, at 20,320 feet high, with winds greater than 200 mph and temperatures routinely several dozen degrees below zero, is among the world’s most uncompromising rescue challenges. With more than 1,000 mountaineers now eagerly seeking the high point of North America each year, the park weathered 16 SARs and 6 extremely difficult body recoveries in 1996. The internationally recognized climbing staff of the Denali National Park SAR team deserved every federal penny they were paid.

Beginning with a blind man, lost and bewildered for 37 days in what would soon become Yellowstone National Park in 1870, Death, Daring, and Disaster highlights over 400 life-and-death sagas. It also documents the arrival of formalized rural SAR in this country: helicopters, volunteer rescue teams, the Mountain Troops of World War II, valor awards, Big Wall rescues, SCUBA, medicine, and technology.

Most of these SARs are long forgotten, but all were dramatic and demanded sacrifice; many were, as you can well guess, heroic. Some received wartime-sized headlines: a Japanese national hero, still missing on Mt. McKinley; the publicity-seeking adventurer who parachuted onto Devils Tower in 1940 with no planned way off; and the worst accident of its time, the midair plane collision over the Grand Canyon that killed 128 people in 1956, to name but three.

There are hundreds of other epics: an injured climber lowered 2,000 feet off an overhanging Yosemite wall; a last-second save of a little boy trapped beside his dead parents in a plane being buried by a raging Sierra blizzard; 50 men aboard a Russian freighter being shredded to pieces on the rocks of the Olympic Coast during World War II; the recovery of an unrequited love affair from the heart of an active Hawaiian volcano; a jet pilot who bailed out over Kings Canyon in 1956 and crawled out, six weeks later; 26 illegal aliens left to die in the 130-degree July heat of southern Arizona; 1,400 people desperately looking for a seven-year-old boy lost forever in the wilds of the Smoky Mountains; and the river runner in 1950 who fell into a Grand Canyon rapids (later christened “Necktie Willie” in his honor) and was “hanged” not once, but twice, by his trailing boat rope. He somehow survived!

There are tens of thousands of stories left to be told.

[image: image]

In September 1884, the first two people died on Longs Peak. In the 1990s, rangers respond to more than 14,000 medical emergencies; all require a team effort. (Left to right) author, Rick Smith, Walt Dabney, George Durkee, and Mark Forbes on a Yosemite trail, circa 1972. NPS PHOTO/AUTHOR’S COLLECTION


CHAPTER 1

Before 1900


Or like the ghost of that lost dusky maiden, Whose hapless feet too near its’ torrent stray’d; Across the precipice her form was swept . . .

—Mariposa Gazette, September 30, 1865



 

 

EXPLORATION of a new world is granted to only a few. In the nineteenth century it awaited those caught up in the excitement of western expansion. An eclectic body of settlers, scientists, and soldiers, their motives ranged from excitement to exploit. Much of what they saw was deemed worthless. For the curious and challenged, however, adventure drew them to the summits.

In October 1519, Spanish explorer Hernando Cortes ordered Diego de Ordaz up Mexico’s erupting 17,887-foot Popocatepetl, the continent’s fifth highest peak. Regardless of whether Ordaz really reached the snow-covered summit (debated even today), climbing had arrived. Then in 1642, a man named Darby Field scaled New Hampshire’s weather-dominated Mt. Washington, becoming what is generally credited as this country’s first documented mountain climb.

There were few accidents because of the pioneering, self-reliant nature of those brave few visiting the seven national parks of the nineteenth century (Mackinack Island was soon ceded back to the State of Michigan), coupled with the relatively infrequent visitation to these isolated areas (including 1899, Yellowstone had registered only 113,876 guests in its then 28-year existence). They took care of themselves quickly, efficiently, and with little fanfare. With poor or almost nonexistent communications, little notice was given the few authorities stationed in these solitary and isolated places. There was virtually no paperwork.

By 1900 most of the more obvious points in the Lower 48 had been explored; early daredevils, requiring fitness and tenacity, were satisfied to travel the simplest, safest routes.

PRE-1900 MILESTONES





	August 1540
 

	Directed there by Hopis, 13 Spanish explorers of Coronado’s expedition view what is now known as the Grand Canyon.




	August 27, 1650
 

	Expedition of Englishmen begins exploring westward across the Allegheny Mountains.




	March 19, 1669
 

	German explorer John Lederer reaches the crest of the Blue Ridge near what is now Virginia’s Shenandoah National Park.




	1694
 

	First recorded volcanic eruption in the U.S.: California’s Lassen Volcano.




	April 3, 1776
 
 

	Pedro Font, a Franciscan missionary, looks eastward some 30 leagues and sees the snowcapped great western divide of the Sierra Nevada in what is now Sequoia National Park.




	1786
 

	Country’s first rope is commercially manufactured by machine.




	August 4, 1790
 

	Revenue Cutter Service (Coast Guard) is organized.




	February 23, 1791
 
 

	“Life Saving Station for Distress Between Mariners” is incorporated by the Humane Society of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; huts are erected on Nantucket.




	January 23, 1793
 
 
 
 
 
 

	Although actually established in 1780, the Humane Society of Philadelphia, the country’s earliest first aid emergency organization, is incorporated. Its objective is the “recovery of drowned persons and those whose airstream may be suspended from other causes, as breathing air contaminated by burning charcoal, hanging, exposure to the choke-damp of wells, drinking cold water while warm in summer, strokes of the sun, lightning . . .”




	May 14 1804
 

	Lewis and Clark start westward across the country.




	June 14, 1834
 

	Underwater diving suit (“water dress”) is patented.




	1839
 

	Five unidentified fur trappers are killed probably by Indians near what is now Yellowstone National Park’s Indian Pond.




	1841
 

	First record of skis being used in the U.S.









	November 13, 1843
 

	Washington’s Mt. Rainier erupts.




	August 14, 1848
 
 
 
 

	Federal lifesaving service effectively begins when Congress appropriates $10,000 to “provide surf boats, rockets, car-ronades, and other necessary apparatus for the preservation of life and property from shipwreck on the coast of New Jersey, between Sandy Hook and Little Egg Harbor.”




	Winter 1849
 

	En route to goldfields, a forty-niner dies crossing what in a decade will be labeled “Death Valley.”




	July 2, 1850
 

	Self-contained breathing apparatus mask is patented.




	March 21, 1851
 

	Mariposa Battalion “discovers” Yosemite Valley, although Walker party reached the valley rim in 1833.




	June 12, 1853
 

	Crater Lake is “discovered.”




	June 1855
 

	Mt. Rainier is possibly climbed by two unknown men.




	1857
 
 
 

	One of the earliest U.S. mountaineering deaths is 60-year-old University of North Carolina professor Elisha Mitchell. He perishes while exploring in North Carolina; Mt. Mitchell, the highest point east of the Mississippi River, is named for him.




	1862
 

	Austrian Alpine Association is founded.




	August 2, 1862
 

	Army Ambulance Corps is established.




	1863
 

	Virginia Alpine Club is formed; it is never heard from again.




	June 30, 1864
 
 

	President Lincoln grants Yosemite Valley and the nearby Mariposa Big Tree Grove to the State of California to be “held for public use, resort, and recreation . . . for all time.”




	October 1864
 

	Clarence King made the first serious reconnaissance of Yosemite Valley and climbs easier summits along its rim.




	Before 1865
 

	Hospital ambulance service is introduced to the U.S. by Commercial Hospital (General Hospital) in Cincinnati.




	May 21, 1866
 

	At the age of 52 and for 22 subsequent years, Galen Clark is named “Guardian of Yosemite,” the first person formally appointed and paid to protect a great natural park.





PRE-1900 MILESTONES
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Galen Clark, on patrol near Nevada Falls. Clark was the first guardian of Yosemite National Park and this country’s first park ranger, serving from 1866 to 1800 and from 1889 to 1897

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK RESEARCH LIBRARY





	August 23, 1868
 
 

	Civil War veteran Major John Wesley Powell, along with six others, first to climb Longs Peak, the highest point in what is now Rocky Mountain National Park.




	1869
 

	John Muir, 31, climbs Yosemite’s Cathedral Peak.




	May 24, 1869
 
 
 
 
 
 

	In three boats and with nine men, Major Powell begins floating down the Green River and, ultimately, the 278 miles of the Grand Canyon’s Colorado River. On August 29, three of his crewmen leave the expedition and hike out; they are never seen alive again; their departure point will eventually be called Separation Canyon. The next day, Powell and his party drift onto what in 70 years will become Lake Mead.




	1870
 

	During the Franco-Prussian War, French balloonists rescue 160 wounded soldiers from Paris; these may be the first air medevacs.




	August 17, 1870
 

	First recorded climb of Mt. Ramier; only 30-some parties will reach the top by the turn of the century.




	August 29, 1871
 

	First climb of Mt. Lyell, high point of Yosemite.




	1872
 

	Inconclusive proof suggests the first climb of Grand Teton.




	March 1, 1872
 

	President Grant establishes world’s first national park, Yellowstone; 300 visitors are recorded that year.




	August 18, 1873
 

	First record of Mt. Whitney being climbed—highest point in Lower 48, now in Sequoia National Park.




	1874
 

	Carlyle Lamb becomes first guide on Rocky Mountain’s Longs Peak; he eventually charges $1 per person for trip up and back.




	October 12, 1875
 
 
 

	Scottish carpenter and trail builder George C. Anderson engineers his way to top of Yosemite’s Half Dome; 10 years before, it was written that this peak was “perfectly inaccessible . . . and never will be trodden by human foot.”




	1876
 

	Country’s first topographic map is made: the Grand Canyon.




	January 1876
 

	Appalachian Mountain Club is founded; it “will carry on a systematic exploration of the mountains of New England.”




	June 19, 1876
 

	L. M. Clemmons receives first Life Saving Medal.




	July 10, 1877
 

	Cork life preservers are awarded Patent #192,832.




	1877
 

	Yellowstone submits its first report to the Secretary of the Interior; the park is allotted $10,000 for its operations in 1879.




	August 26, 1877
 

	Yellowstone tourist Charles Kenck, shot by fleeing Nez Percé Indians, is the first documented death in a national park.




	June 18, 1878
 
 
 
 

	President Hayes signs the United States Life Saving Service into law; between 1871 and 1915, when it rejoins the Revenue-Cutter Service to form the Coast Guard, the USLSS will have aided in 28,121 disasters and shipwrecks and preserved the lives of 174,682 persons and $288,871,237 worth of vessels and cargo.




	1880
 
 

	Yellowstone’s Harry Yount is appointed gamekeeper and becomes first NPS protector; his $1,000 annual salary is a major slice of the $15,000 appropriated to the park by Congress for 1881.




	January 20, 1880
 

	James Mooney is killed in a fall over a cliff near the falls now named for him in what will become Grand Canyon National Park.




	May 21, 1881

	American Red Cross is organized in Washington, D.C.




	December 1, 1881
 

	Yellowstone superintendent proposes to use guides who need “only the expense of badges, license, and record.”




	August 1882
 

	Walter Watson, surviving a fall into a Yellowstone hot pool, becomes first SAR-related victim in a park.




	1883
 

	Adventure climbing, with the ascent of Flattop Mountain, begins in what soon becomes Glacier National Park.




	September 23, 1884
 

	Carrie Welton becomes first person to die on Rocky Mountain National Park’s Longs Peak.




	1885
 

	Associate Society of the Red Cross of Philadelphia, a unit of the national Red Cross, institutes training on “bandaging.”




	 
 

	First First Aid course is taught at the annual encampment of the New York State militia. Idea proposed by George R. Fowler.




	September 5, 1885
 

	Forty-six-year-old M. D. Scott, a U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) employee, is struck in the head by lightning and dies on Yellowstone Lake.




	August 17, 1886
 

	Company M, First United States Cavalry, arrives at Mammoth Hot Springs to begin protecting Yellowstone.




	February 21, 1888
 

	Frank Hess, killed by a Yellowstone avalanche, is first documented SAR-related death in a national park.




	August 9, 1888
 

	John Coyle, a Yellowstone Army private, earns first SAR-related award for valor in a national park.




	May 31, 1889
 

	Pennyslvania’s Johnstown flood kills 2,209 people; American Red Cross’s first disaster relief effort.




	August 10, 1890
 

	Len Longmire begins 20 years of professional guiding on Mt. Rainier; he ultimately charges $1 per person.




	September 25, 1890
 

	Sequoia becomes second national park; Yosemite and General Grant become third and fourth on October 1.




	1891
 
 
 

	Telephones are installed in Yosemite Valley. By 1911 10 ranger station outlets are linked to superintendent’s office.




	April 6, 1891
 
 
 

	Troops I and K of the 4th Cavalry are selected for “fighting fires, backcountry patrol, mapping, constructing trails, fish planting, and maintaining order” in the three recently established national parks in California.




	June 4, 1892
 

	Sierra Club is founded; John Muir is first president.




	July 4, 1893
 
 

	Local rancher Will Rogers, using precut wooden pegs and playing to an audience of 1,000 picnickers, makes the first ascent of Wyoming’s Devils Tower, the first monument in the NPS.




	1894
 

	Summit registers are placed on peaks of the Sierra.




	July 19, 1894
 

	Oregon’s Mazamas Mountaineering Club is founded; meeting on top of Mt. Hood—193 men and women make the summit.




	 
 

	Serving as a guide on the mountain since 1891, Harold Langille leads group up the 11,245-foot-high peak.




	July 24, 1895
 

	Eighteen-year-old Blachley H. Porter is struck by lightning and dies on the edge of the Grand Canyon, a park first.




	1896
 
 
 

	Denver-based Rocky Mountain Climbing Club is founded.




	 
 

	Rudiments of organized Mountain rescue in the Eastern Alps first appear in Vienna, followed in 1898 at Innsbruck, Austria.




	July 27, 1897
 

	Professor Edgar McClure, descending after making weather experiments, becomes first death on Mt. Rainier.




	September 23, 1898
 
 

	Yosemite’s Archie Leonard and Charles Leidg are appointed “forest rangers,” the first to hold the “ranger” title in a national park. National park “forest” rangers will not become designated “park” rangers until 1905.




	1899
 
 

	Systematic instruction in civilian first aid begins in Jermyn, Pennsylvania, when a small group of miners forms a club to “take up the study and practice of first aid.”





September 9, 1870
(pre) Yellowstone National Park

RESCUED . . . AFTER 37 DAYS

VESTED with considerable wilderness seasoning, Truman Everts wasn’t overly concerned the first night he was separated from his party. Moving out early the next morning, he soon “dismounted to examine his surroundings when his horse took fright and bolted with his gun, blankets, matches—everything except the clothing he wore, a small knife, and an opera glass.” Everts passed that second night sheltered sleeplessly in a wooded thicket; nearsighted and seriously handicapped without his missing glasses, he literally stumbled onto the shore of Heart Lake that afternoon. The steaming geyser basin there became Everts’s home for some days to come.

Almost three weeks before, the Washburn-Langford-Doane Expedition—honored later by historians of the National Park Service for its philosophical foresight—had departed Fort Ellis on August 22 with provisions for 30 days “to make the first official exploration of the Yellowstone country.” Included in this 19-person band were six soldiers, two animal packers, two cooks, and nine of the area’s more “influential gentlemen,” including one Truman C. Everts.

President Lincoln had appointed Everts as Assessor of Internal Revenue for the Montana Territory in 1864; when President Grant came into office, Everts lost the post. Now in between pursuits, he was on vacation. Annoyed by poor eyesight, Everts was still robust and at 56, a dozen years senior to the next oldest man.

The explorers entered what is now the park near Mammoth Hot Springs and then followed the Yellowstone River south to Yellowstone Lake, where they then traveled around its eastern edge. For the 19 days before Everts became lost, their route was fraught with impenetrable lodgepole thickets, tangles of fallen timber, and later, swampy marshes near the lake. On the afternoon of September 9, after straggling far behind—somewhat his habit—Truman Everts became separated from his comrades.

Everts’s only mildly concerned companions—trusting in his outdoor experience—believed he had most likely ridden on to a previously discussed rendezvous deeper into Yellowstone. Having set a beacon fire on the ridge top and discharging guns after dark, they pushed on. Not finding any sign of their friend on the south shore of Yellowstone Lake that third night, the now-worried party agreed to lay over and look for him. It snowed that night and any hint of the hapless man’s trail disappeared.

On the 12th, three days after the deposed assessor was last seen, 15 members of the party went searching; traveling in pairs, they systematically probed probable routes. Henry D. Washburn, a major general in the recent Civil War as well as a distinguished congressman, and Nathaniel P. Langford, who had nearly become governor of the Montana Territory the year before, slowly worked their way toward the southwest.


. . . a half mile of the shore of Heart Lake when Langford’s horse broke through a thin turf into the underlying hot mud. The animal’s legs were so badly scalded they had to turn back when actually within sight of the geyser basin where Everts was lying in his wet clothing.



Until he was found five weeks later, this was the closest anyone would get to the hapless Everts. Huddled among wet, slippery rocks in a crude refuge of branches and reduced to eating thistle roots, he called the vapor-filled area home for the first seven days. “At first this was barely preferable to the storm, but I soon became accustomed to it, and before I left, though thoroughly parboiled, actually enjoyed it.” Two feet of snow fell on him.

On September 16, “after seven days [of] unavailing search,” the expedition moved on to present-day West Thumb Junction. They “concluded that Mr. Everts had been shot from his horse by some straggling Indians” or, with a little luck, had followed a tributary of the Snake River and had reached some settlement. Three men remained “to still prosecute the search”: pioneer merchant and probably the best outdoorsman among the expeditioners, Warren C. Gillette, and two troopers, Privates Charles Moore and John Williamson. After considerable effort and, although coming nearly as close to the almost-blind man as had Washburn and Langford, the three failed to find the missing Everts.

In the October 6 Helena Daily Herald, a law partner of one of the expeditioners offered $600 to anyone who could find what remained of poor Everts. Taking Judge Lawrence up on this lucrative reward, George Pritchett and John “Yellowstone Jack” Baronett proposed to look “until the deep snows of winter drove them back.” On October 16, Baronett stumbled across Everts.

[image: image]

The Rescue, reproduced from Thirty-Seven Days of Peril by Truman C. Everts, published in Scribner’s Monthly, November 1871.


There was icy sleet falling . . . but I noticed that my dog had found some kind of a trail. . . . I saw that something had dragged itself. . . . I decided that some hunter had wounded a bear . . . trailed . . . for a mile or more, my dog began to growl, and looking across a small canon. . . . I saw a black object upon the ground. . . . My first impulse was to shoot him. . . . I saw I should have no difficulty in overtaking him. . . . When I got near it, I found it was not a bear, and for my life could not tell what it was. It did not look like an animal that I had seen, and it was certainly not a human being . . . it was making a low groaning noise, crawling along upon its knees and elbows, and trying to drag itself up the mountain.



Lost for 37 days, Everts weighed “no more than fifty pounds” and truly owed his life to many days of tender nursing by a very caring Yellowstone Jack. Judge Lawrence, however, now refused to pay the reward, claiming the live and grateful man should do so. Everts, declaring he would have extricated himself eventually, declined to pay as well. Before dying in Maryland in 1901 at 85, Truman C. Everts married a second time at 65 and sired a son at 75.

August–September 1882
Yellowstone National Park

FIRST SAR WITHIN A NATIONAL PARK

TRAVELING amidst the wonders of wild Yellowstone, Walter Watson and his three friends were examining “a geyser about two and a half miles from the Firehole River” when the curious vandal “volunteered to attempt a descent and secure a piece of the beautiful colored work on the interior for each member of the party.”

When the knob with his weight gave way, the hapless Watson became the first documented subject of an SAR within a national park, as his chilling, albeit slightly implausible account in Bozeman, Montana’s September 7, 1882, Avant Courier documents.


A TOURIST FALLS INTO THE CRATER
OF A GEYSER—TRUTH STRANGER THAN FICTION

. . . When I struck the water, feet first, I experienced a feeling of relief. I seemed to sink thousands of feet, but of course sank but a short distance. I grasped around wildly, but nothing but the water could be felt. I was rising to the surface and knew it, and a feeling came over me that I was saved. How, I knew not, but still I was certain that I was not to be left in the crater. On coming to the surface I reached out and a friendly rock gave me support. I heard the shouts of my friends, but could see nothing and was unable to call out in reply. After what seemed to be ages . . . I realized that my friends had given me up for lost.

It was just after noon when we reached the crater; I suppose it was nearly five o’clock when I heard what sounded like distant thunder. The noise grew more and more distinct, and the water surrounding me began to be troubled. I then realized that I was in the crater of an active geyser, and that in a short time the entire space would be filled with water.

Suddenly I discovered that the water was rising. This gave me the hope that I might be able to keep afloat until the surface was reached. The water continued to rise more rapidly, and I at last found myself at the point from which I had fallen. Although well nigh exhausted, I exerted my remaining strength in climbing to the surface. This reached, I managed to crawl some distance away from the mouth of the crater when I lost consciousness. When I recovered I was being cared for by the strangers, the men who conducted me to my comrades.



In 2003, 121 years after Walter Watson became the first, there were over 3,100 SAR missions within the National Park System.

February 21, 1884
Yellowstone National Park

FIRST SAR DEATH

BY this point in the new park’s short history, at least seven people had already met untimely ends. In 1877 two tourists were slain by the retreating Nez Percé Indians under Chief Joseph. In 1883 two men drowned while swimming their horses across the Yellowstone River; once they disappeared, the duo was hardly looked for (more people die in Yellowstone from drowning than from anything else other than vehicular accidents and illness). Five days later, John Zutavern was shot in nearby Gardiner in a petty quarrel over a razor and some blankets. While working on the National Hotel in Mammoth Hot Springs, an unidentified construction worker fell from a scaffold and died on July 7, 1883. Finally, on January 27, 1884, 27-year-old Emily Moore took too much morphine and thus became the park’s first suicide.

Jacob Hess, number eight, was truly Yellowstone’s first SAR-related death; a “Finlander,” he would suffocate in an avalanche.

UP-RIVER MISHAPS

[image: image]

A FATAL SNOW-SLIDE


GARDINER, Mont., February 22—Last evening a snow slide occurred at a point half way between this point and Mammoth Hot Springs, as a sled and seven men were passing. The slide carried the team and men down the mountain side a distance of one hundred yards, burying them all underneath the snow. The occurrence was witnessed by Jas. Wrist, who went promptly to the assistance of the unfortunate men and succeeded in getting four of the men out, and came on here for assistance. As soon as the alarm was given, nearly all of the able men of the town turned out, and succeeded in finding the remaining three men. One was dead, and the other two will recover. They were Swedes, in the employ of Oscar Swanson.

—Livingston (Montana) Enterprise, 2-23-1884



A short follow-up in the next week’s paper said Hess and his party “had been drinking heavily at Gardiner and were not in condition to manage the team.” Another account goes on:


When in drink he was quarrelsome and dangerous. It is said he had killed one of his companions while under the influence of drink and had served a term of years imprisonment for that offense. When sober he was a good workman and was well liked by his comrades.



Jacob Hess was the first SAR-related death within a national park and, arguably, also has the ignominy of being its first drunk-driving death as well.

In 1996 the National Park Service recorded its single worst year for SAR-related deaths: 297.

Summer 1884
Yellowstone National Park

“WILL KILL EVERY BLOOD-SUCKING
BIRD OR BEAST OF PREY”


THE wife of Prof. Wm. Allen, of Madison, Wise, while at the Grand Canyon (of the Yellowstone), was attacked and fearfully bitten by wild beasts. Her two sons came to her assistance, and with much difficulty succeeded in rescuing her. They had no arms with them, having been informed at the Mammoth Hot Springs Post Office that hunting in the Park was strictly prohibited. She was terribly bitten on her hands and face before the insatiable blood-suckers could be choked or smoked off. Mrs. Allen is highly indignant at the secretary’s order prohibiting the killing of animals in the National Park. She declares they ought to be shot, no matter how enchanting their song may be. These were the only wild beasts she encountered during her tour in the Park. When she comes again she gives fair notice that she will come armed to the teeth, and will kill every blood-sucking bird or beast of prey, unless the assistants are on hand to furnish them with food sufficient to amuse them while she is tending to her own business.

—Livingston (Montana) Enterprise, “Park Notes,” 8-4-1884



September 23,
1884 (pre) Rocky Mountain National Park

FIRST TWO PEOPLE
TO DIE ON LONGS PEAK

AT 14,256 feet, Longs Peak is the 15th highest of Colorado’s 53 fourteeners. Immense and imposing, it is also challenging and rugged: a spectacular mountain with many moods. Named for Major Stephen H. Long, the frontiersman who saw it from the rolling eastern plains in 1820, it has a commanding view: Kansas and Nebraska to the east, Wyoming to the north. First climbed on August 23, 1864, by one-armed Civil War veteran Major John Wesley Powell and six of his expedition, it proves to have several relatively easy routes to the top. Anyone in reasonably good physical condition and some determination, can climb it.

Carrie Welton, a wealthy and cultured woman from Connecticut, hired the area’s first climbing guide to get her to the top. Over the past 10 years, Carlye Lamb, charging $1 for each person assisted, had made more than 55 safe and successful ascents. He had never lost a person.

The adventuresome young woman reached the summit, although not without some coaxing on Lamb’s part. On the way down she collapsed at the Keyhole. Unable to go on, she insisted her guide go for aid. Returning with assistance some hours later, he found she had perished from exhaustion and exposure. Carrie Welton became the first person to die on Longs Peak. The next to perish on the park’s highest peak was an ignominious death as the August 31, 1889, Rocky Mountain News reports.


An unfortunate accident occurred on Wednesday [August 28] by which Frank Stryker, a young man 28 years of age, lost his life in a most unusual manner. . . . Last Tuesday they started . . . to ascend Long’s peak . . . and were amusing themselves joking and laughing.

Frank Stryker . . . had enjoyed starting big boulders down the precipitous mountain side and watching them bound out of sight. When within 400 feet of the summit he announced his intentions of sending off a particularly huge stone. While . . . doing this his revolver fell out of his pocket and struck violently against a stone. One of the shells exploded and the ball struck him on the neck, passing almost completely through it.

His friends . . . formed a rude litter of poles . . . messenger . . . dispatched . . . to procure medical assistance. This was at noon. Progress was . . . slow . . . wounded man was in great pain and every movement caused him intense agony. For ten long hours the mournful party labored over rocks before death came to relieve the moaning sufferer.



On August 25, 1995, after falling 400 feet, Jun Kamiura became the 48th person to die on Longs Peak; he will not be the last.

August 9, 1888
Yellowstone National Park

FIRST VALOR AWARD

PRIVATE John Coyle of the 22nd United States Infantry was on routine foot patrol at Castle Geyser, within sight of Old Faithful; only 19 days before, he and his colleagues—called the “Immortal 15”—had arrived from Montana Territory’s Ft. Keogh. To the soldiers, still unsure of what was expected of them, the 6,000 Yellowstone visitors that year were proving an engaging challenge.

Contrary to park rules—and common sense—an adventuresome young woman had climbed the geyser cone to look inside. A wind shift suddenly enveloped her in a cloud of steam, confusing and terrifying her. Unable to safely descend and fearful of falling into the yawning hot vent, she screamed out for help.

Dreading the worst, the soldier clawed his way up the steep wall of the wet, slippery cone. Wrapping his blue coat around the frightened woman, Private Coyle brought her safely down. In so doing he suffered a serious scalding of his face.

On August 25, Orders No. 52 were issued by Army headquarters at Ft. Keogh. They read in part: “The colonel commanding is pleased to announce to the regiment an act of heroism and gallantry displayed by Private John Coyle, Company B, 22nd Infantry, while on duty in camp at the Old Faithful Geyser, Yellowstone Park.” Citing details for the commendation, the colonel concluded by saying, “[S]uch commendable and exemplary conduct entitles Private Coyle to great praise and the thanks of the regimental commander are hereby extended to him.”

As a result of this act of heroism—risking serious injury and even death—he was granted the U.S. Lifesaving Service Silver Medal. Private John Coyle thus became the first person to be formally recognized for a rescue within a national park area.

A federal lifesaving service effectively began on August 14, 1848. On that day Congress identified $10,000 for “surf boats, rockets, carronades, and other necessary apparatus for the better preservation of life and property from shipwreck on the coast of New Jersey, between Sandy Hook and Little Egg Harbor.” Over the next several decades there were numerous laws and appropriations but not until the Life-Saving Stations Act was enacted on June 20,1874, did the system get full recognition.


Between 1871 and 1915, when the Life-Saving Service rejoined the Revenue-Cutter Service to form the U.S. Coast Guard, the service assisted 28,121 disasters and shipwrecks and preserved the lives of 174,682 persons and $288,871,237 worth of vessels and cargos.



In 1913 there were at least 285 lifesaving stations on the waters surrounding the United States as well as the Great Lakes.

According to Lee Whittlesey in Death in Yellowstone, at least 19 people have died in the park’s 10,000 hot springs.

July 10, 1889
(pre) Grand Canyon National Park

WORKING ON THE RAILROAD—THREE DROWN

SUFFERING inexperience, hunger, suffocating heat, poor equipment, and, most important, the unknown, the eight men pushed steadily into the heart of the Grand Canyon. Frank Brown, expedition leader and the president of the Denver, Colorado Canon and Pacific Railroad Company, believed it might just be possible to run tracks along the Colorado River all the way to California. This, the third expedition to enter Marble Canyon, was studying the feasibility of building a line the length of the deep gorge.

Brown launched his small boat first that morning. Neglecting to bring life preservers along, he admitted trusting to a higher power—despite the “earthly” pleas of his nonswimming engineer, Robert Stanton. Soon Stanton, nearing what is now River Mile 12 shortly after pushing into the current himself, “noticed a crewman running up the shore and waving both arms. The frantic man shouted, ‘Mr. Brown is in there!’ ” Drowned.

Crewman Peter Hansbrough carved an epitaph to Frank Brown near that fatal point, five days before he himself would die. On July 15, having just lowered their small craft through what later would be called 25-Mile Rapid, Hansbrough and fellow boatman Henry Richards capsized against the rocks of the north wall and vanished. Demoralized and unable to continue, the remaining five men of the ill-fated campaign halted and prepared to leave.

About to start up South Canyon, Stanton “gazed up the main stream. At that moment the muddy, rain-swollen river bid his crew one last, ghastly farewell: beyond their reach, the body of Frank Mason Brown swiftly passed downstream.”

Six months later, Stanton’s second expedition discovered the skeleton of Peter Hansbrough 18 miles farther downriver. On January 17, 1890, they laid the unfortunate boatman to rest.

Robert Stanton eventually surveyed the river all the way to the Gulf of California. Fortunately, a railroad was never built down through what is now Grand Canyon National Park.
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The Kolb brothers, Emory C. and Ellsworth L., shown here on their 1,400-mile-long trip down the Colorado River in 1911, were much luckier than the ill-fated 1889 Brown-Stanton expedition.

GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK RESEARCH LIBRARY

January 1, 1890
(pre) Grand Canyon National Park

STILL WORKING ON THE RAILROAD

ROBERT Stanton, on his second expedition into the Grand Canyon (the fourth ever to enter the deep gorge by river), was again charting a possible route for a railroad. He, along with his not-quite-veteran 11-man crew, had just spent New Year’s Eve above what is now River Mile 14. Near this spot, on Stanton’s ill-fated earlier trip, two of his men as well as Frank Brown, the group’s coleader, had disappeared in the Colorado’s muddy waters.

On that first day of the new year, the expedition’s photographer, Franklin A. Nims, was busy documenting the explorers running Sheer Wall Rapid. Along with a fellow crewman, Nims had worked his way up on the cliffs above the river when “he fell 22 feet . . . struck his foot on the shelf below where he was and turned back and fell on his back and head.” Although unconscious much of that first day, Nims’s only real injury would soon prove to be a broken leg.


Two men sat up with him all night. This morning his color is good. The bleeding at ear and nose has stopped. His pulse seems good. His hands feel natural, and he has no fever. About noon he asked for a drink of water. . . . We put his leg in a box made by Mac, and bandaged it in the best way we can. We have made a stretcher of two oars and canvas bed cover.



Stanton, watching as Nims was strapped onto a boat and thus unable to fend for himself if they should capsize in the frigid water, must surely have shuddered while recalling the deaths he witnessed on his first trip. The expedition’s leader now faced a difficult—not to mention terribly labor-intensive—decision.

Not blessed with helicopters, mountaineering equipment, or even a solid litter, Stanton chose to drag—sometimes literally—the injured Nims up Rider Canyon to the rim, a distance of 4 miles and 1,500 vertical feet. He then had to go 35 miles upstream to Lee’s Ferry and enlist the aid of the kindly Johnsons living there.

Stanton took two days to work his way out, but for the rest, getting Nims up the cliffs and to the top—lashed to two willow poles—must have been a serious trial of the most unwieldy sort.


. . . the little bench . . . was so sloping that a man could not stand on it alone . . . they carried him by men going up, lying down on the slope catching on with toes and fingers and holding on to ropes . . . while the rest held to the stretcher and shoved him along . . . the climb of about 900 feet on the slope of loose rocks . . . at about 45 degrees. At top of this for about 100 feet the way out was through a huge crack in the cliff, filled with immense sharp boulders.



July 27, 1891
Yellowstone National Park

LOVELORN, THE WILDERNESS SCOUT COMMITTED SUICIDE

IF Yellowstone’s Harry Yount is to be credited as the first park ranger (a title actually not used until about 1905), then Ed M. Wilson probably should be remembered as the first consummate protector of its unique, world-famous natural resources. Hired likely in 1885 as a “mountaineer assistant,” the noted Army scout brought much-needed, hard-earned talent to the wild new park.

That same year, seizing two poachers in August and then five more in November, he made Yellowstone’s (and thus the National Park System’s) first arrests. In January 1887, Wilson joined the first winter trip through the park and in February 1888 instituted a winter backcountry law enforcement patrol, proving it viable for many generations of park rangers to follow.

Park Superintendent George Anderson would write: “[Wilson] preferred to operate alone by night and in storms; he knew every foot of the Park, and knew it better than any other man has yet known it; he knew its enemies and the practical direction of their enmity.” Once, departing after dark and battling what Anderson would claim was “as bad a storm as I ever saw,” the lone scout made a 40-mile trip into the rugged Yellowstone wilderness to apprehend a trapper harvesting beaver, which was illegal in the newly protected area. “Wilson came upon him while sleeping, photographed him with his own kodak, and then awakened him and brought him to the post.”

Within a year of arriving in Yellowstone, bachelor Wilson fell under the charms of Mary R. Henderson, a 16-year-old beauty and the youngest daughter of a local hotel keeper. In 1891—she now 20 and he nearly 40—Wilson, so agonized from what quickly had become an unrequited love, walked up a hill and faded into the woods above Mammoth Hot Springs on the evening of July 27. Locals searched, reward posters went up, and the press wrote of the heralded scout’s sudden, mysterious disappearance. Discovered the next June, his fully clothed skeleton lay next to an empty bottle of morphine.

At least the third to perish by his own hand in Yellowstone National Park, Mountaineer Assistant Ed M. Wilson was the first to create such an enigma as to generate an actual search.

The two ignominies of being

March 14, 1894
Yellowstone National Park

“BECAME CRAZED AND PERISHED FROM COLD”

















July 25, 1895
(pre) Grand Canyon National Park

“LAST PIECE OF NATURE’S HANDIWORK HE SHOULD EVER BEHOLD”








July 27, 1897
(pre) Mt. Rainier National Park

HEADLINES FROM THE JULY 30, 1897, SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER ANNOUNCE THE MOUNTAIN’S FIRST CLIMBING VICTIM:

HIS LAST ASCENT


Edgar McClure Perishes on Mt. Rainier


Falls over a Precipice His Bruised and Mangled Body Found Among the Rocks




















December 14, 1897
Yellowstone National Park

SKIED 132 MILES IN EIGHT DAYS














July 1, 1899
Yosemite National Park

LADIES SHOWED NO FEAR

Intended to Remain All Night on Columbia Rock, in the Yosemite
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