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10 of Wands

“Are you ready for the next card, Alice?”

Alice smiled and nodded. Madeline handed her niece a card. Alice looked at it. She nodded to her aunt and left moments later.

Eliot stopped in the hallway to avoid colliding with Alice. He watched her walk upstairs. He turned to Madeline. “So, which card is it today?”

“10 of Wands.”

“Oh, I don’t think I’m familiar with that one.” He paused to see what Madeline was going to do.

She stood up and walked into the hallway. “What is it, Eliot?”

“I was just wondering if you were going to check the garden or greenhouse today.”

“Oh, I’ll get some vegetables when we need to eat.”

He smiled. “Anything other reasons?”

She sighed. “I don’t think so. I think I’m too old for all that work anymore. You know what to do. I have to say whenever I go and get vegetables, everything looks good. I don’t think I need to worry about it.” She stopped and stared at him. “Are you afraid I’m too old for any kind of work now?” She frowned.

He shook his head. “I was just checking. I’d hate to step on your toes even accidentally.”

“Oh?”

“I guess I’m just used to your ways and a bit afraid that you’ll get mad about something I’m doing differently from what you’ve always done.”

She sighed. “I see. Is it too much responsibility for you?”

“I don’t think so. The plants do a great job on their own. I think all we do is ensure they get what they need so they can do what they do best.”

“I see. I’m glad you have plenty of energy for the plants.” She blinked. “Have you done anything differently lately?”

“I don’t know. I’m still watering and weeding as you taught me to. I still take my notes and draw what I see.” He pushed his short hair up on his head. “I can’t think of anything. It’s just something that nags at me.”

She smiled. “I think you’re just too used to me. Now that I let you do it all, you think you might be doing something wrong. Or different that I may not understand. It’s okay, if you change things to suit you. All I can do now is tell you what the clients ask for when it comes to herbs.”

“So, you wouldn’t mind if I changed things?”

She shook her head. “I let go of control of that when I gave you free rein. It’s your job now. I suppose you may have to grow some different plants depending upon what the clients ask for or need. I trust that you’ve learned enough to know that part for sure. I do recall you helped me and you know how I don’t complain about any bodily problems.”

He smiled. “Yes, I remember. Okay, then I’ll stop worrying about it. I’ll just listen and see what people need.”

Madeline nodded and walked away. Eliot thought for a moment and then he went to his room to grab his notebook. Then he went quickly to the greenhouse to check which medicines were ready for sale as he checked his notes as to what else they could need. Madeline had sent him some specific ones to keep in stock based on what clients asked for. He also received messages from clients directly.

He didn’t have many clients at first, but it was enough for him to know what everyone wanted and needed. If the clients didn’t know, they could at least tell him what symptoms they had and he went from there to give them the herbal medicines they needed.

Alice studied the three different versions of the 10 of Wands card on her desk. She blinked. She was a little puzzled. She could see the person carrying 10 wands which appeared to be a burden, but couldn’t tell if it was too much or just the right amount for the person to deal with. She made some notes on the burdens.

Then she started to see something else the card could mean. Of course it depended upon the deck, questioner and interpreter as well. It was possible the person was controlled by their possessions and excessive burdens. It could very well be stress and exhaustion, but not necessarily. It could also be responsibility and hard work. Or even an achievement. It was completion and nothing would get any worse at this point.

She smiled to herself knowing she was onto something with the card. She knew there could be many hidden layers of meaning and it depended upon what she wanted to see and how much the client would want to know.

She turned the cards upside down and she could see clearly that the wands were too much for the person. Too many responsibilities or taking on too much than what one could handle. It could also be avoiding any responsibility. A definite loss or a traitor or deceiver. Someone who was under pressure to maintain a lie or disguise.

She sighed and set her pen down on the desk. She blinked. Suddenly, Eliot was standing in her open doorway. He was about to knock.

“What is it, Eliot?”

“I just came to check on you.”

She smiled. “I’m fine. I was just studying the 10 of Wands card.”

He nodded.

“Are you alright? You look like you’re dealing with something important.”

He sighed. “Madeline has stepped out of the way and let me take over the plants and packing the herbal medicines. I was just afraid that I might do something inadvertently that she wouldn’t like. You know how picky she can be about things?”

She nodded.

“So, I talked to her about it earlier and she let me know she had let go of it all and that it was okay if I changed things because I was doing it all now.”

Her eyes widened.

“She was afraid I was going to tell her she was too old to work.”

“That sounds like her.”

“So, I’m still nervous, but trying to work past it.”

She nodded. She glanced at her cards. “That reminds me about the 10 of Wands. It has to do with responsibilities and burdens. It can cautious us against taking on too much at once, but it can also mean hard work.”

He blinked. “Then that’s an appropriate card for today.”

She smiled. “I think you can handle it. You’re just going through a transition right now.”

He nodded. “Yeah, I am. I’m just too used to doing things the way Madeline wanted, that it feels a bit weird with her withdrawing as she has.”

“I’m sure it will pass before long.”

He smiled. “Well, all she will do now is let me know what clients want and need. I do have a few clients who tell me too, but sometimes they don’t know which medicine to take. So, I listen to what their symptoms are. Then I figure it out.”

“Good. It sounds as if you’ll be fine.”

“And what about you?”

“I just need more practice doing readings.”

“Okay, if you don’t have a client today, I’ll volunteer myself again.” He smiled.

She laughed. “Or Madeline will just volunteer you.”

“That too.”

She stood up and joined him in the hallway. Soon they were downstairs and walking into the kitchen where Madeline was cooking. Eliot grabbed dishes to help set the table and Alice got drinks for everyone. Soon they were sitting down and enjoying a meal together.

Madeline blinked. “Alice, what did you learn about the 10 of Wands today?”

“The card means hard work and responsibility that isn’t necessarily too much for the person. It can be an achievement from hard work. Or it could be too many burdens, but it won’t get any worse as things are at a completion.”

Madeline nodded. “And what of the reverse meaning?”

“Oh, that could mean a traitor or deceiver. It could be the pressure of maintaining a lie or disguise. It can also be avoiding responsibility.”

Madeline smiled. “You’re doing well. Of course you’ll get another card tomorrow.”

Eliot asked, “When is her next practice reading?”

Madeline raised an eyebrow. “Oh, no clients wanted her in on theirs today.”

Eliot smiled. “I’ll volunteer so she can practice.”

Madeline laughed. “Very well, after you two are done cleaning up the kitchen.”

It didn’t anyone long to finish eating. Nor did it take long for Alice and Eliot to clean up the kitchen. Then they walked into the tarot reading room to see Madeline sitting in a corner where she could see the cards. Alice sat in the reader position and Eliot sat across from her. Alice found a deck waiting for her. She picked it up and started shuffling.

Eliot smiled. “I have my question. I would like to know what will happen if I’m still the only one doing the plants and herbal medicines.”

Alice smiled as did Madeline. Alice drew three cards and turned them over. She studied them for a bit. The first card was the 6 of Cups. The second one was the Empress and the third was the 10 of Pentacles. Alice smiled. Madeline remained quiet.

Alice said, “Well, in the past, Madeline trained you and taught you what you needed to know. She made sure you knew how to study and learn on your own so that you would have the skills that you needed. You did get used to her teaching and her ways that you never thought things would change.”

He nodded. “Things do change and they have.”

She nodded. “In the present, you have the Empress which is probably Madeline with her motherly ways over us. She is still there and encourages you. She tells you what she knows the clients want and need and then you take it from there. She’s still here supporting you, but letting you take the chances you need to so you can continue to grow and learn.”

Eliot said, “Sounds good so far. She is still here with us.” He smiled.

Madeline smiled as she shook her head.

Alice smiled. “In the future, you have the 10 of Pentacles. That means you have worked hard to create stability. You are comfortable and safe. You don’t have to worry about money or if you have enough clients.” She looked up at him.

“So, everything will be okay in the end?”

She nodded. “Yes, you’re fine and you’re working hard. You’ve accepted the responsibility and doing what you need to. You’ll get there.”

“Wow. That was a great reading.”

Alice smiled. “You’re welcome. Do you have anything to add, Madeline?”

Madeline thought a moment. “No, I don’t think so. I think you did a good job with those cards and he did ask his question out loud. That can help when you read the cards as a story to the client.”

Eliot said, “Well, if you need to keep practicing and no one else will let you read for them, just let me know. I’ll keep volunteering.”

Alice said, “Thanks, Eliot. That does help out.”

Madeline said, “I’m so glad you two do know what you’re doing. I don’t need to worry.” She stood up and walked out of the room.

Alice blinked. “Well, she’s happy.”

“Yeah, I guess we’ll be fine after all.”

“Are you still worried?”

“Not so much now. Just need to keep on task and gain more clients.”

She smiled. “And I need to keep on practicing until I learn all the cards.”

“At this rate, You’ll have them all before the year is even over.”

“I suppose so. Sounds good to me.”

They glowed as they smiled at each other.
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