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This book is dedicated to those with an eye for beauty in obscure places.



“Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, 

And waste its fragrance on the desert air.”



Jane Austin -  Emma







Foreword by Sarah Jane Butfield
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As readers of my travel memoirs will know, Nigel and I emigrated to Australia in January 2008. During our Australian adventure we lived in Alice Springs, Northern Territory; Ipswich and Millmerran, Queensland; and Hobart, Tasmania.

An important part of the restoration after the floods that inflicted such devastation was to take time to indulge a hobby or interest to regain a sense of normality to our upturned lives. It was during this period living in Hobart that Nigel resurrected his love of photography.

Tasmania is a beautiful state and as it has seasonal weather, similar to the UK. It was refreshing to experience the lush green environment after the harshness of living in the desert in Alice Springs. The changing weather patterns, sometimes four seasons in one day, were in stark contrast to the intensely high humidity of Queensland. In my newsletter, Sarah Jane’s Memoirs, I have been posting personal family photographs from our time in Australia and the interest has been immense. With this in mind the collection of photographs in this book is compiled from Nigel’s personal collection, and includes an award winning photograph of a sand dune. It will immediately become clear that these are more than just views of Hobart and its environs. These are pictures that we think encapsulate not just the beauty, but the atmosphere of the area.

The old saying is that a person’s eyes are the “window to their soul”; we have found that our photographs are the window to our memories. This is the first book in a series from places we have lived, visited and enjoyed which we hope will appeal not only to followers of our adventures, but also to people who are interested in photography or travel.

We hope you enjoy this collection.

Sarah Jane & Nigel




Hobart & surrounding areas


Hobart is the second oldest capital city of Australia and as such is steeped in history, originating from its humble beginnings as a settlement for convicts in the 1800’s. Hobart’s working harbour and vibrant marina, situated in the south-east of Tasmania on the Derwent River estuary, is a tourist hot- spot. Hobart is a city of culture spanning many genres and as such it is a mecca for tourists of all ages
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Sandy Bay Marina

This picture was taken from the very top of the accommodation tower at Wrest Point Hotel. Wrest Point Casino, also situated there, was Australia’s first legal casino and was opened in February 1973.


––––––––
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Derwent River

In the distance you can see the Tasman Bridge, Hobart CBD and the red icebreaker ship which is called the Aurora Australis. 

This vessel is regularly used for Antarctic support and research expeditions.
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Derwent River

Mount Wellington in the distance towers 1271 metres over the city of Hobart. It is frequently covered in snow even in summer time.
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The Tasman Bridge

This bridge, which spans the Derwent River near to Hobart Central Business District is 1395 metres in length and was opened in 1964. In 1974 it was struck by a  huge ore carrier. Sections of the bridge collapsed sinking the ship killing seven crew and five motorists, when four cars drove over the collapsed sections before the traffic was stopped.
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Mount Rumney

The communications mast on top of Mount Rumney, situated in the Meehan Range which is an area of steep hills running parallel to the Derwent River on Hobart’s Eastern shore.

Hobart International Airport is also situated there. The airport, opened in 1956, due to its location all flights that take off and land go over a body of water which can be quite scary. Even though the airport has only two terminals and appears small, it is capable of handling the Boeing 747.




Hobart Botanical Gardens

From its humble origins as a first settlers farm, which was maintained by convicts, the Royal Tasmanian Botanic Gardens as it later became known were formally established in 1818 by Lieut-Governor William Sorell, and at that time the site was named the ‘Government Domain and Garden.’
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I saw this old couple on a bench and thought it was so cute, so took a snap.



Around the gardens
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The red maple leaf, more commonly recognised as the national symbol of Canada



––––––––
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A spooky door captured my eye for some camera tricks.
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Secluded archway
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Wentworth House
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