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      In over their heads, Vera and her pack reach out for help from people who’ve been dealing with the Suits Syndicate longer than any of them, but having so many unfamiliar people around is putting strain on the brand new pack bonds…

      

      Vera asking Erika to help them with their tricky situation was a good plan on all fronts. She’s got much more experience with things than Vera and her pack and they need the extra hands as Mathew’s organisation simply isn’t big enough to deal with all of it.

      But having Erika’s people here, on top of Luca’s family and the kids they rescued from the Hearts is putting a strain on the pack, especially on Mathew and Vera, as their pregnancy progresses.

      

      Pregnant Omegas who are desperate for their pack members and the constant stress from all sides don’t really mix. Especially not when the stress is about the safety of themselves and the people they love.

      

      The pack has to find a way to get closer, to connect more, or things could start getting trickier in so many more ways…

      

      This is the eighth out of twelve novellas following Vera and her mates in the Her Vicious Pack serial, a dark contemporary reverse harem/Why Choose romance set in a sweet Omegaverse world about a criminal found family empire with dreams of ‘expanding the family’.

      This novella may include any of these elements: steamy scenes, ‘I need tissues NOW’ moments, cries of ‘why, oh, why’ and cliffhangers that make you bite your nails (and curse the author).

      This serial has MF, MM, FF and group scenes.

      

      This is a dark romance, please check the ‘content guide’ for details about tropes and potential sensitive topics that might be included in this story/serial.
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        You can find an explanation of how this Omegaverse world is set up at the end of the book in the Omegaverse Primer or on the series page on my website.

      

      

      

      As this is a dark romance featuring lots of people who (for various reasons) don’t live on the ‘right’ side of the law, a content guide seemed appropriate.

      
        
        If you’re happy to go into this story based on the title, cover and blurb, go ahead, you can totally skip this section. Happy reading!

      

      

      If you’d like to know if something you love or hate might show up in this series, take a look below, this list might grow as the series continues (in which case, I’ll put those topics in italics).

      Not all of these topics will show up from the very first novella, but I’ve added the ones that I know will be present in the series at some point so you’ll have some idea of what to expect later (for good or bad).

      Relationships and sex

      This is a reverse harem or Why Choose series where some in the harem also have relationships with each other and not just Vera. Everyone is focused on Vera, but some do have relationships among each other too.

      Vera is an Omega, her pack will have a male Omega, two male Alphas, a female Alpha and a male Beta.

      The Omegas are heavily involved with each other and the Alphas but the Alphas are only with the Omegas, not with each other.

      

      All the sex in this story is consensual.

      There are some elements (both within the genre and the story) that might in theory muddle this, but it is always consensual.

      Relationship tropes/content

      
        
          	
        ΑΩ, ΩΩ and ΩΩΑ relationships
      

      	
        MF, MM, FF, MMF, FFM and some group scenes
      

      	
        Large age gap
      

      	
        Sex toys
      

      	
        Heats and ruts
      

      	
        Knotting (by all Alphas, see Omegaverse Primer)
      

      	
        breeding kink
      

      	
        Pregnant Omegas (see Omegaverse Primer) and birth
      

      	
        Sex in unusual places
      

      

      

      Other events that happen

      
        
          	
        Very casual attitudes towards acts of violence
      

      	
        Violence
      

      	
        Kidnapping
      

      	
        Murder/death
      

      

      

      Mentioned but not described

      
        
          	
        (Child) Prostitution and trafficking
      

      	
        Abuse
      

      

      

      Things you will NOT find in this series

      
        
          	
        Bullying between any of the love interests
      

      	
        On-page sexual assault (mentions of past events will not be descriptive)
      

      	
        Cheating
      

      	
        Pregnancy related issues (no fear of loss or anything like that)
      

      

      

      

      This is a story about people who don’t live on the ‘right’ side of the law, so… Yeah… That’s the stuff you’ll get.
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            RILEY

          

        

      

    

    
      Getting both packs, plus two security teams, home from the airport went almost without incident. Almost.

      Things got tense for a couple of moments when people couldn’t agree who got to drive in which car and with who, until Caleb stepped in and sorted everything out. It’s good that everyone respects Caleb enough to listen to him, because it’s past midnight and most of us have had only a handful of hours of sleep, if even that, in the last two days.

      Erika, her pack and her security team will be staying in the pack houses at the edge of Mathew’s grounds. The houses are normally used by people from Mathew’s organisation, as they’re within the perimeter of the security setup and also near anything that they might need for work. They’re grouped on the other side of the training complex and pretty sizable. Some house packs of varying sizes while others house single people or couples in sort of ‘house mate’ arrangements.

      The cars come to a halt in front of two of the houses, the windows are all lit up and the front doors are open and inviting. The other houses are mostly dark, though I spot a few lights. Probably from people curious about the commotion or whose shift just ended or is about to start.

      “You can leave my stuff.” I motion at Nathan, Erika’s eldest son, as he’s about to take my bags from the back of the car. “I’m in no mood to carry them all the way to the main house, not when that’s where the car will be parked later anyway. I’ll grab them then.”

      He smirks as he comes over, wrapping his arm around my shoulders. “Wow. Are you getting used to the luxurious life already? Who would have thought that even you could get used to it.”

      I side-eye him, but can’t help my grin. “I’m not sure you’re one to talk, rich boy.”

      When he moved out of his parents’ place, he didn’t have to worry about where he’d live or where his money was going to come from. They gave Logan —the only other member of Nathan’s pack at the time— and Nathan one of their apartment buildings to live in and manage, and all the money from the rent goes right into their pockets —after maintenance and other costs, of course. That way, Nathan could live independently while his parents could still keep an eye on him.

      I say ‘his parents’ but for the first couple of months I kept an eye on Logan and Nathan, as I lived in one of the apartments above them. It also allowed me to get to know the area better and create a few new network connections for Erika’s organisation. But that was only temporarily, after the months were up, I moved back into my usual apartment, nearer Erika’s pack’s place.

      Nathan simply grins wider, used to me calling him ‘rich boy’, as I’ve done for most of his life. He drags me along into one of the houses, looking around before he turns to Caleb and Erika, who are in the living room. “Free choice, or are the rooms assigned?”

      Erika points to the stairs. “You three are on the top floor. We’re staying on the middle floor. Take any of the middle rooms, leave the outer rooms for the security teams.”

      Nathan groans, turning to the stairs, but before he can pull me along even more, I slip under his arm.

      “You go drop your stuff off. You don’t need me for that.” And I’m much too tired to be dragged all over the place.

      He tries to pout, but it falters when he notices I’m serious. Then he turns around and loudly makes his way up the stairs. He’s the eldest of Erika’s kids, but around me, he likes to act like my little brother. I’m used to it, but he seems to be acting needier than usual today.

      I glance to Logan, who was walking behind us, as he’s usually the one best aware of Nathan’s moods, but the guys smiles and shrugs. “He probably just missed you.” He lets out a low laugh and then follows Nathan up the stairs, much quieter though.

      Missing people. Yeah, I guess that makes sense.

      Standing still for a couple of moments, I take in all the pheromones around me. It feels strange, mixing the pheromones of the people who’ve been my ‘family’ —for a lack of a better word— ever since they rescued me from the Diamonds and the pheromones of my very own pack. This was bound to happen, both packs coming together, I knew that from the moment Caleb called me ‘Whisper’ the first night we met, but I never put much thought into how or when it would happen.

      It’s not under the best of circumstances, sadly enough.

      I automatically try to keep track of my pack members.

      Vera is excitedly talking with Jorge and some of Erika’s pack members, her bright voice a sweet note among all the chaos. Erika, Caleb and Mathew have moved to the front of the living room, discussing something with Derrick and Jeff —Erika’s head of security.

      I’m still missing someone.

      Where’s Luca?

      I can smell his bitter caramel pheromones in the mix, so he can’t be very far, but I don’t see him anywhere.

      Then the door at the back of the house opens, and a gust of wind brings Luca’s pheromones inside, mixed in with others. Of course, while he wants to stay close to the rest of his pack, being constantly surrounded by Vera and Caleb’s pheromones isn’t good for him.

      So, him hanging out outside makes sense, more fresh air, weaker pheromones.

      As if he knows I’m thinking of him, he turns around and meets my eyes through the window in the back door and he gives me a careful smile.

      He’s with Sam —one of Erika’s Alphas— and Jace —the third Alpha in Nathan’s pack— and the three of them seem to be chatting freely, smiling, laughing. The two Alphas are smoking, a bad habit I know they’ve been trying to break, and Luca is leaning against a table, trying to stay out of the direction of the smoke.

      It’s hard to leave the Beta alone for too long. I can’t help but want to protect him at all times. He’s been through so much shit, in the last days but also in the last couple of years, which makes the need to keep him out of harm’s way even stronger.

      I join the three men. The house is too loud, it should be quieter outside.

      “You want one?” Jace holds out a pack of cigarettes to me but I shake my head.

      Jace is the newest member of Nathan’s pack, and he looks at Nathan and Logan the same way as I probably look at Luca, protective, a guardian. He seems to have gotten closer to the other two since I last saw them, from what I saw at the airport, but it hasn’t been easy for him. Because of their shared past, and trauma, Nathan and Logan are very closely bonded, as close as two Alphas can be without a mark, and for Jace to step into that… I know it’s been rough on him, especially in the beginning.

      Instinctively, I step behind Luca, wrapping my arms around his shoulders, wrapping him in my pheromones, letting him lean against me. He’s taller than Vera, so I can easily put my chin on his shoulders without having to bend too much.

      When he tenses, I tense too, worried I overstepped a boundary. Maybe it’s too soon. Maybe doing this is much too soon —we barely know each other— but then he lets out a long breath and relaxes in my arms.

      Okay. So, I can do this. We can do this.

      Jace laughs as he takes a few steps back, waving his cigarette in front of him like he’s trying to wave off some scent. “I know you’re really happy and that this is all very new for you, but from your possessive pheromones, you’d think Luca’s an Omega, not a Beta.”

      I want to smack his arm for being so cheeky, but Luca grabs my hand and shrugs.

      “It’s not like her Omegas are very Omega-like. Someone has to fill that role.” His voice is soft and his bitter pheromones fill with a note of warmth.

      I glance at his face, not sure how to read him, but he seems relaxed, so I put it from my mind. If he’s fine joking like this, then I guess it’s fine with me too.

      I wouldn’t mind spoiling him rotten for the rest of his life, and so does the rest of the pack. If he wants to be the one we all take care of, I’m pretty sure he won’t even have to ask, the others are already doing it.

      Sam laughs loudly, glancing inside, first at Erika and then at Vera. “Yeah. Vera definitely has the whole ‘looking innocent’ thing down. But do not mistake that for helplessness, she’s very capable of taking care of herself.” His smile falters.

      “She had to learn that quickly, much too quickly.” He lets out a long breath and stands up straight. “It’s been a long day, I’m going to see if our bedroom is ready. I’ll see you all in the morning.”

      He stubs the cigarette out in the little ashtray Jace holds out to him, and then walks into the house. The sound of voices and slivers of pheromones reach us as he opens and closes the door. In my arms, Luca tenses, turning his head against me more, blocking out other pheromones with mine, before he actively tries to relax.

      “I think he has the right idea.” Jace glances up to the top floor, where Nathan or Logan have opened one of the windows, their voices little more than background murmur to us here. “Though, I don’t know what the other two

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    

  

OEBPS/toc.xhtml

  
    Contents


    
      		Cover


      		
        Title Page
      


      		
        Copyright
      


      		
        Contents
      


      		
        Blurb
      


      		
        Content Guide
      


      		
        1. Riley
      


      		
        2. Vera
      


      		
        3. Mathew
      


      		
        4. Caleb
      


      		
        5. Vera
      


      		
        6. Jorge
      


      		
        7. Luca
      


      		
        8. Vera
      


      		
        9. Mathew
      


      		
        10. Riley
      


      		
        11. Caleb
      


      		
        12. Vera
      


      		
        13. Luca
      


      		
        Next in this series: Perilous Action (Her Vicious Pack 9)
      


      		
        Omegaverse Primer
      


      		
        Try next!
      


      		
        About Layla Heart
      


      		
        About Em and Easily Distracted Media
      


      		
        Published by Easily Distracted Media
      


    


  
  
    
      		Cover


      		Title Page


      		Copyright


      		Contents


      		Beginning


      		About Layla Heart


    


  


This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.


OEBPS/images/hvp-n8-full.jpg
LAYLA HEART







