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Qu Feiyan stopped her hand seals and lightly pointed at the silver bean. A streak of black light shot out from her finger and disappeared into the silver bean in a flash.
"Bean Soldier Transformation," Qu Feiyan uttered in a low voice.
As soon as she finished speaking, the silver bean spun around and glowed with silver light. After letting out a clear bird cry, a silver bird the size of a palm flew out from it. Golden runes could faintly be seen on its wings.
"I want to see how tough your mouth really is," Qu Feiyan said as she pointed at the Yellow Bird.
The Yellow Bird let out a clear cry, spread its wings, and flew out.
"Go, follow it and teach that guy a lesson. I want to see how many Golden Metal Thunder strikes he can endure," Qu Feiyan formed a hand seal and cast a Spell Seal onto the silver bird.
The silver bird spread its wings and chased after the Yellow Bird.
Inside the Stone Chamber, Shi Yue was meditating to rest when a clear bird cry sounded, and a Yellow Bird flew in.
The Yellow Bird spoke in a human voice: "I want to see how tough your mouth really is."
The woman’s voice was extremely cold, making Shi Yue very uncomfortable. He curled his lips and said disdainfully, "Hmph, my mouth is much tougher than yours. Do you want to test it?"
As soon as he finished speaking, a silver bird the size of a palm flew in. There were many golden runes on the silver bird’s wings.
"Another one?" Shi Yue was slightly startled.
The silver bird let out a clear cry, spread its wings, and grew to several feet in size in the wind. It opened its mouth and spat out a golden lightning bolt as thick as a baby’s arm.
It happened so suddenly that Shi Yue had no time to react.
With a loud boom, the golden lightning struck Shi Yue’s body. He felt his body go numb, and then his chest grew hot.
"Hisss." Shi Yue gasped sharply.
Another clear bird cry sounded, and the silver bird spat out another golden lightning bolt as thick as a baby’s arm, striking Shi Yue again.
With a loud boom, Shi Yue grunted, feeling unbearable pain throughout his body.
"Damn it, Senior Xiaoyaozi, didn’t you say the Messenger Bean Soldier has no attack power? You’re going to get me killed!" Shi Yue cursed inwardly.
"I wasn’t wrong! The Messenger Bean Soldier indeed has no attack power. The one attacking you now is an attack Bean Soldier. After infusing it with Magic Power, it can release more than three attacks. If you can’t withstand it, you can hide inside the Heaven Governing Pearl. But if the Marketplace managers happen to interrogate you then, the secret of the Heaven Governing Pearl will be exposed, so you better not go in again. I suggest you summon the Golden Luo Umbrella to block, but I’m afraid it won’t hold up for many strikes. Anyway, you’re a Body Cultivator with thick skin and tough flesh, so just endure a few more lightning strikes! It probably won’t kill you," Xiaoyaozi’s voice was full of mockery.
"Probably?" Shi Yue’s mouth twitched.
Another clear bird cry sounded, and another thick golden lightning bolt struck Shi Yue.
Shi Yue grunted, his energy weakened. The lightning strikes were too painful.
Thinking about how many more strikes were coming, he suddenly let out a loud shout. His body swelled by more than a circle, veins bulging, and blood vessels faintly visible.
Then, another clear bird cry sounded, and another thick golden lightning bolt struck Shi Yue.
Shi Yue felt his chest grow hot and couldn’t help but spit out a mouthful of blood. His face turned slightly pale.
With a loud boom, Shi Yue endured another thick golden lightning bolt.
A clear bird cry sounded, and the silver bird returned to its original size and flew out through the window.
"It’s finally gone," Shi Yue slumped to the ground, panting heavily.
The Stone Chamber was set with a sound Restriction, so the silver bird’s attacks didn’t attract any outside attention.
"Damn it, Senior Xiaoyaozi, if I hadn’t practiced the Nine Transformations of the True Spirit, I would have been killed by you just now," Shi Yue said with some displeasure.
"You can eat recklessly, but you can’t speak recklessly. It was you who offended her with your harsh words. I never told you to provoke her."
Hearing this, Shi Yue didn’t know whether to laugh or cry. If he had known she was so troublesome, he would never have dared to mess with her.
"Shi kid, it seems you teased that girl earlier. I don’t think this is over yet. You should summon a Defense Spiritual Artifact to block," Xiaoyaozi’s teasing voice rang in Shi Yue’s mind.
Before Shi Yue could respond, a Yellow Bird and a silver bird flew in.
A clear bird cry sounded, and the woman’s voice spoke again: "You brat, I’m going to strike you dead with the Golden Metal Thunder, you pervert!"
As soon as she finished, the silver bird let out a clear cry, grew to half a zhang in size, opened its mouth, and spat out a golden lightning bolt as thick as an adult’s arm, striking Shi Yue.
With a loud boom, a golden lightning radiance engulfed Shi Yue’s body.
When the golden radiance faded, Shi Yue’s figure was revealed.
His clothes were tattered, his body was charred black, and a faint smell of roasted meat wafted from him.
Another loud boom sounded as another golden lightning bolt as thick as an adult’s arm struck Shi Yue.
Shi Yue felt his whole body burning hot. Amid indescribable pain, his legs gave way, and he slumped to the ground.
"Shi kid, you better beg for mercy! Otherwise, even if you summon the Golden Luo Umbrella, you won’t withstand the attack Bean Soldier’s strikes. Of course, I can help you—for one hundred thousand Spirit Stones," Xiaoyaozi’s voice was full of mockery.
Before Shi Yue could answer, another golden lightning bolt as thick as an adult’s arm struck him.
He grunted, spat out a large mouthful of blood, his face turned pale, and his energy became very weak.
A clear bird cry sounded, and Shi Yue’s face changed dramatically in fear. He slapped his Storage Pouch, and a small yellow shield flew out, growing in the wind to block in front of him.
With a loud boom, the yellow shield split in two, and the golden lightning struck Shi Yue.
At this point, Shi Yue’s energy was very weak. The golden lightning was likely some kind of intermediate spell. Even as a Body Cultivator, he couldn’t withstand many more strikes. If it continued, he would have to flee into the Palm Heaven Space to hide. But if the Cultivators interrogating him discovered it, he would be in trouble.
Thus, Shi Yue had only one option left: to beg for mercy.
"Esteemed grandmother, I won’t dare to do it again," Shi Yue had no choice but to plead. As long as the green hills remain, there’ll be no shortage of firewood—saving his life was the priority.
The two birds shook their wings and flew out through the window.
Inside the pavilion, Qu Feiyan sat cross-legged on the bed.
Two clear bird cries sounded as a yellow and a silver bird flew in.
"Esteemed grandmother, I won’t dare to do it again," the Yellow Bird repeated Shi Yue’s words.
"Esteemed grandmother? Do I look that old to you? It seems you haven’t learned your lesson," Qu Feiyan’s lips curled slightly upward. She formed a hand seal and cast two Spell Seals into the silver bird and the Yellow Bird.
Two clear bird cries sounded, and both birds spread their wings simultaneously, flying out.
Not long after, the two birds flew back again.
...
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"Kind and gentle, virtuous and lovely, beautiful and graceful Immortal Maiden, I was wrong. I hope the Immortal Maiden won't bear a grudge against someone as insignificant as me and won't hold it against me." Shi Yue's voice came out of the Yellow Bird's mouth, carrying a tone of helplessness.
Qu Feiyan nodded with satisfaction. Her jade-like hands formed a Spell Seal, and the silver bird circled once inside the room before transforming into a silver bean the size of a fingernail, dropping into a yellow wooden box.
"The young man is teachable. Tell me, why were you caught? Did something fun happen outside? Don't lie to me, or you know what will happen." Qu Feiyan cast a Spell Seal onto the Yellow Bird.
With a clear bird call, the Yellow Bird spread its wings and flew out again.
Inside the stone chamber, Shi Yue lay on the stone bed, his face pale, breathing heavily.
"That wretched woman, if I ever run into her again, I'll make her pay," Shi Yue said fiercely.
"Heh, Shi kid, that's not what you said earlier. If you have the guts, wait for the Messenger Bean Soldier to come and repeat that," Xiaoyaozi teased.
"Repeat it, then. What am I afraid of?" Shi Yue said dismissively.
As soon as he finished speaking, a clear bird call sounded, and a Yellow Bird flew in. "The young man is teachable. Tell me, why were you caught? Did something fun happen outside? Don't lie to me, or you know what will happen."
Shi Yue's mouth twitched, and he said softly, "I heard someone killed the patrol cultivators of the marketplace. They're searching for unfamiliar cultivators who appeared here, trying to find the murderer that way."
The Yellow Bird let out a clear chirp, spread its wings, and flew out.
Shi Yue waited for over half an hour, but the Yellow Bird did not return. He relaxed slightly and got up to move his numb body.
After feeling a bit better, he took out a set of clean clothes to change into, then sat cross-legged on the stone bed to meditate and regulate his breathing.
In a certain secret room, Li Liang and Zhao Dongliu were reporting something to a middle-aged Taoist priest with a stern face.
"Elder Bai, that's how it happened. So far, we've captured three hundred fifty-three people, including disciples from the Five Great Sects of the Tang and members of cultivation families. How should we handle them?" Li Liang said respectfully.
"Since someone murdered our people, we must track down the killer. Go ahead and investigate thoroughly. However, this isn't our territory after all. First, interrogate the disciples of the major sects from Great Tang, Northern Yan, and Western Han. If there are no issues, release them early. Although we don't fear them, we came here to search for that place and shouldn't cause major conflicts with the major cultivation sects of the three countries. Also, the marketplace shouldn't be under lockdown for too long. Since we've already captured this many people, there's no need to continue the lockdown. Oh, and turn off the city protection restriction too! It consumes quite a few Spirit Stones." The middle-aged Taoist priest pondered briefly before giving his orders.
"Yes, I understand what to do." Li Liang acknowledged and withdrew with Zhao Dongliu.
The time it takes to drink a cup of tea later, Li Liang and Zhao Dongliu appeared on the fifth floor of the Prison Spirit Pagoda. A middle-aged man with a gaunt face stood before them, his expression extremely respectful.
"Chen Guang, bring the disciples of the major sects from Great Tang, Northern Yan, and Western Han here one by one. I want to interrogate them personally," Li Liang ordered.
The middle-aged man acknowledged and turned to walk downstairs.
"Fellow Daoist Zhao, do you think the killer is among this group?" Li Liang turned his gaze and asked Zhao Dongliu.
Zhao Dongliu shook his head and said, "Hard to say. Although we sealed the area as soon as we got the news, this region is too vast. Our people simply can't cover it all. I hope we catch the killer. What worries me now is if this person is a disciple of one of the major cultivation sects from the three countries. You know, they've planted many spies in the marketplace; we just turned a blind eye. They might have killed the two patrol cultivators as a test to see our reaction. Right now, Sanxin Market is the largest marketplace in Great Tang, Northern Yan, and Western Han. It's impossible for them not to be envious. It's not strange for them to kill two patrol cultivators to test our response."
"If that's the case, it's much easier to handle. What I'm worried about is that the two who died discovered something and were silenced because of it." Li Liang's face stiffened, and he spoke seriously.
Zhao Dongliu frowned and was about to say something when Chen Guang escorted Shi Yue up, the first to be brought.
"Elder Li, Elder Zhao, Shi Yue from the Taixu Sect of Great Tang is here."
"Junior Shi, to be brief, I have a few questions for you. I hope you answer truthfully. Before you answer, I will attach a Heart-Questioning Talisman to you. You have no objections, right?" Li Liang looked Shi Yue up and down, his expression indifferent.
"None." Shi Yue nodded seriously.
"Senior Xiaoyaozi, you have to help me!" flashed through his mind.
"Don't worry! I'll definitely help you with this. But we agreed: thirty thousand Spirit Stones, not one less."
"Understood. I'll give them to you once I'm safely out of here," Shi Yue agreed readily.
Li Liang gave Chen Li a look. Chen Li took out a Silver Talisman and pressed it against Shi Yue's chest.
"Junior Shi, I want to know, why did you come to Sanxin Market? Describe your activities that day in detail." Li Liang's expression turned serious as he spoke solemnly.
Shi Yue thought for a moment and said, "This junior heard that Sanxin Market is the largest marketplace in Great Tang, Northern Yan, and Western Han, with many Spirit Medicines growing nearby, so I came to pick Spirit Medicines. That evening, this junior was searching for Spirit Medicines..."
After listening to Shi Yue's account, Li Liang nodded and asked further, "During that time, did you hear any sounds of fighting? Or see anything unusual?"
"No." Shi Yue shook his head. The Silver Talisman attached to his chest showed no abnormality.
"Fellow Daoist Shi, can you hand over the Storage Pouch on you and let us see what's inside?" Li Liang frowned slightly and continued.
"We need to conduct a physical search to ensure you're not hiding any other Storage Pouches," Zhao Dongliu added.
"Physical search?" Shi Yue frowned.
"Junior Shi can rest assured. If the Storage Pouch doesn't contain what we're looking for, we'll give you one thousand Spirit Stones as compensation," Li Liang said kindly.
Shi Yue showed a hesitant expression, thought for a moment, then nodded. "Alright! I only have one Storage Pouch on me anyway."
Li Liang gave Chen Li a look. Chen Li stepped forward and carefully frisked Shi Yue, confirming he only had one Storage Pouch.
He took the Storage Pouch from Shi Yue's waist and turned it upside down. A glow swept out, and a pile of items appeared on the ground: Spirit Medicines, Spirit Stones, Spiritual Artifacts, and other cultivation items, with Spirit Medicines making up the majority. However, their ages were generally low, with only three Spirit Medicines being three hundred years old.
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"It seems this matter had nothing to do with him. Chen Li, give him one thousand spirit stones and send him away. Bring in the next person." Li Liang frowned slightly and gave the order to Chen Li.
Chen Li acknowledged the command. He had Shi Yue use a storage pouch to collect the items on the ground and then escorted Shi Yue out.
After stepping out of the Prison Spirit Pagoda, Shi Yue let out a sigh of relief.
The marketplace had returned to normal, with people coming and going on the streets. Shi Yue did not leave the marketplace right away. Instead, he found an inn and settled in.
After closing the door securely, Shi Yue entered the Palm Heaven Space and immediately saw Xiaoyaozi.
Xiaoyaozi wore a sly grin, looking very much like a cunning merchant. He was holding a Hundredfold Storage Pouch.
"Young Shi, thirty thousand spirit stones, thank you." Xiaoyaozi returned the pouch to Shi Yue and said with a smile.
"I don't have the money right now; I'll owe you first. Charging thirty thousand spirit stones for a single favor—you're such a cheat." Shi Yue rolled his eyes and spoke through gritted teeth.
The storage pouches of the red-dressed woman and the middle-aged Taoist priest did not contain many spirit stones. Combined, they only had about forty to fifty thousand. Adding that to his original one hundred fifty thousand, he now had around two hundred thousand.
Shi Yue planned to brew another batch of Hundred Fragrance Spirit Wine to sell and earn some spirit stones. There would be many places to spend spirit stones in the future.
"What do you mean by cheat? I clearly state my prices. By the way, do you still want the prescription for the Chaos Pill?" Xiaoyaozi said seriously.
"Yes, let me see the prescription first. If I can gather the spirit medicine needed to refine the Chaos Pill, I'll consider whether to practice the 'Five Elements Chaos Art' or not." As he spoke, Shi Yue took out a blank jade slip and tossed it to Xiaoyaozi.
Xiaoyaozi pressed the jade slip to his forehead. A white light glowed on his brow, and after it faded, he removed the slip and threw it back to Shi Yue.
Shi Yue immediately immersed his spiritual sense into it to examine the contents.
Before long, Shi Yue withdrew his spiritual sense, a thoughtful expression on his face.
There were three prescriptions. He could gather the spirit medicine listed on one of them. However, refining the Chaos Pill required dozens of different spirit medicines, and they had to be over five hundred years old. With Shi Yue's current pill refining level, out of a thousand attempts, he would be lucky to succeed a few times.
Five-hundred-year-old spirit medicine was rarely seen on the market. Still, Shi Yue could buy two or three-hundred-year-old ones and plant them in the Palm Heaven Space. But currently, the price of hundred-year spirit medicine was high, and purchasing large amounts of two or three-hundred-year-old ones would cost a lot of spirit stones.
He needed to figure out how to earn spirit stones again. Since restoration-type elixirs were expensive in the market, he planned to refine and sell them. Mass-selling spirit wine was not a good long-term strategy.
He thought about it and decided that after returning to the Taixu Sect to obtain several prescriptions, he would open a shop in the Sanxin Market to deal in spirit medicine. He had it all planned: he would handle the pill refining behind the scenes, and Li Yan would manage the sales.
Once he made up his mind, he began tending to the immortal herbs and spirit medicine in the space.
The seven types of spirit medicine used to refine Qi Nourishing Pills had matured across six acres. Shi Yue carefully dug them up, cleaned them, and placed each into empty wooden boxes.
These spirit medicines were enough for him to learn how to refine Qi Nourishing Pills. But to increase his success rate, he needed to grow several more batches.
The seven types of spirit medicine for Qi Nourishing Pills needed to be at least fifty years old. With the Palm Heaven Space's eighty-fold time flow rate, they would mature in almost eight months.
After digging up all seven types of spirit medicine, Shi Yue scattered seeds and drew several buckets of Spirit Spring Water from the spirit spring, watering the six acres of spiritual fields. Before long, green sprouts broke through the soil, greedily absorbing the spiritual energy in the air.
With the current time flow rate in the Palm Heaven Space, spirit fruits that took ten years to mature seemed rather useless. Except for the spirit fruit tree where the beehive was located, Shi Yue chopped down all the others. He intended to buy some better spirit fruit seeds to plant in the Palm Heaven Space, ideally ones that could be used to brew wine.
Additionally, the extra lake could be used to grow some water-attribute spirit medicine, such as spirit lotus, spirit lotus root, and similar plants.
As for the additional twelve acres of spiritual fields, Shi Yue planned to use them for growing the spirit medicine needed to refine Spirit Recovery Pills and True Essence Pills. As for the spirit medicine for the Chaos Pill, there was no need to rush into planting it just yet.
"By the way, Senior Xiaoyaozi, please copy the 'Five Elements Chaos Art' cultivation method for me. I'll owe you for now." Shi Yue suddenly remembered something and spoke, tossing a blank jade slip to Xiaoyaozi.
"No problem. Hehe, one hundred thirty thousand spirit stones, young Shi. You better pay up soon!" Xiaoyaozi caught the blank jade slip and chuckled, his face full of a merchant's slyness.
He pressed the blank jade slip to his forehead. After a white light glowed on his brow, he removed the slip and threw it to Shi Yue.
Shi Yue caught the jade slip and immediately immersed his spiritual sense into it. A quarter of an hour later, he withdrew his spiritual sense, frowning slightly.
The 'Five Elements Chaos Art' had thirteen layers, allowing cultivation from the Qi Refining Stage to the Spirit Transformation Stage. Upon reaching the fourth layer, which was the Foundation Building Stage, one could practice the secret technique Chaos Battle Armor. It used magic power to form a suit of armor that could neutralize most of the power of the five elements spells. After reaching the seventh layer, the Golden Core Stage, one could learn the Chaos Shadow Technique, creating several illusions identical to the original, making it hard to distinguish real from fake.
To practice the 'Five Elements Chaos Art,' one had to disperse their cultivation and start over from the first layer, essentially beginning again from Qi Refining Layer One.
The reason the 'Five Elements Chaos Art' could increase the chances of Core Formation and Nascent Soul Formation was closely related to the Chaos Pill.
The main ingredient for refining the Chaos Pill was a spirit medicine called the Chaos Fruit. This fruit took five hundred years to mature, and a ripe Chaos Fruit had five colors on its surface, hence it was also called the Five-Colored Fruit.
The Chaos Pill had the effect of purifying magic power. Taking the Chaos Pill regularly could purify the user's magic power, thereby increasing the chance of Core Formation.
The 'Five Elements Chaos Art' mentioned that the Golden Core was formed from solidified True Essence. The purer the magic power, the greater the chance of forming a core.
Shi Yue had taken five Foundation Building Pills and used the help of the Meridian Clearing Talisman and Foundation Cultivation Liquid to successfully build his foundation. If he dispersed his cultivation and started over, he could not guarantee that he would smoothly reach the Foundation Building Stage again.
However, the ability of the 'Five Elements Chaos Art' to increase the chances of Core Formation and Nascent Soul Formation was very appealing to him. Moreover, the 'Five Elements Chaos Art' included several very practical secret techniques.
"Senior Xiaoyaozi, if I disperse my cultivation, when I build my foundation again, will the Heaven Governing Pearl upgrade once more? Or, if my cultivation falls to the Qi Refining Stage, will the Heaven Governing Pearl downgrade?" Shi Yue hesitated for a moment before asking Xiaoyaozi.
"You can rest assured about that. The Heaven Governing Pearl will not downgrade. Building your foundation again won't cause any celestial phenomena either. Just practice the 'Five Elements Chaos Art' with peace of mind! But it's best if you cultivate this art in the Sanxin Market. It will be easier to gather spirit medicine and find other resources. If you stay in the Taixu Sect all the time and lack spirit medicine or other items, you'll have to come here to buy them, which is very inconvenient." Xiaoyaozi suggested.
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"With my aptitude, if I disperse my cultivation, building my foundation again would probably be even more difficult, right?" Shi Yue asked with some worry.
"Hehe, you're not too dumb. Since I dared to sell you the Five Elements Chaos Art, I naturally considered this point. I have a method for crafting an auxiliary spiritual artifact called the Violet Starry Sky Mirror. The Violet Starry Sky Mirror can gather the surrounding heaven and earth spiritual energy for a short time and pour it into a cultivator's body to assist in foundation building. However, this process is extremely painful, and most people can't withstand it. A powerful body cultivator might endure this pain. Given your current physical body strength, you can't withstand it yet. You must at least cultivate the fourth layer of the Nine Transformations of True Spirit first." Xiaoyaozi chuckled and said seriously.
"The Violet Starry Sky Mirror? A spiritual artifact can assist in foundation building?" A look of surprise appeared on Shi Yue's face.
"Haven't you heard the saying, 'Three thousand great paths, eight hundred minor ones'? You didn't think only elixirs could assist cultivation, did you? Frankly, the cultivation world is far more diverse than you imagine. The Violet Starry Sky Mirror was developed by an artifact refining sect. You need at least a high-grade Violet Starry Sky Mirror to use it, and the effect of a top-grade one would be even better."
Shi Yue's mouth twitched, and he said with a smirk, "Senior Xiaoyaozi, I find that you always like to set traps for me. First, you tempted me into buying the Five Elements Chaos Art. Then, you use the flaw of having to disperse cultivation when practicing the Five Elements Chaos Art to trick me into buying the crafting method for the Violet Starry Sky Mirror. Finally, you'll recommend forging insights to me next, right!"
Xiaoyaozi gave an embarrassed laugh and said somewhat awkwardly, "Shi kid, you should speak with a clear conscience. I didn't force you to buy anything. These things are all beneficial for you. You could choose not to buy them, you know!"
"I'm curious, as an artifact spirit, what do you need so many spirit stones for? Could it be that if you eat enough spirit stones, you can leave the Palm Heaven Space?" Shi Yue asked with a strange expression.
"Of course not. I don't know why, but whenever I see spirit stones, I feel an inexplicable sense of familiarity and really want to eat them. Perhaps in my past life, I was a spirit beast that specialized in eating spirit stones!" Xiaoyaozi showed a reminiscent look and spoke somewhat uncertainly.
"A spirit beast that specializes in eating spirit stones? I've only heard of spirit beasts that eat spirit medicine and spirit beasts that eat metal. I've never heard of one that eats spirit stones. If you were a spirit beast that specialized in eating spirit stones in your past life, how many spirit stones would you need to eat to advance to a high rank?" Shi Yue's face was full of confusion.
"There are many things you haven't heard of. Believe it or not, it's up to you." Xiaoyaozi's expression showed some impatience.
Shi Yue pondered for a moment, had a thought, and asked, "Given my artifact refining skill, who knows how long it will take me to refine a top-grade Violet Starry Sky Mirror. Besides the Violet Starry Sky Mirror, are there any other methods that can assist in foundation building?"
"Hehe, of course there is. The Nine Palaces Spirit Gathering Array. This formation can gather the spiritual energy within a certain area into the formation in a short time. Using the power of the formation, vast spiritual energy is poured into the cultivator's body. The process is also extremely painful. You still need to cultivate the Nine Transformations of True Spirit to the fourth layer. Otherwise, you definitely won't be able to withstand that pain. Whether it's the Violet Starry Sky Mirror or the Nine Palaces Spirit Gathering Array, you don't need to take a Foundation Building Pill. But to be safe, you still need Foundation Cultivation Liquid and a Meridian Clearing Talisman." Xiaoyaozi chuckled and explained in detail.
"The materials for setting up the Nine Palaces Spirit Gathering Array aren't extinct already, are they? Is it difficult? I know nothing about formations. Could I set it up?" Shi Yue frowned slightly and asked, full of doubt.
"You can rest assured about that. As long as you've read an introductory book on formations, you can set up the Nine Palaces Spirit Gathering Array. Because strictly speaking, this formation is set up using formation flags. There are exactly eighty-one formation flags in total. Each formation flag must be a low-grade spiritual artifact. You still need to learn artifact refining. After you refine the eighty-one formation flags, you can set up the Nine Palaces Spirit Gathering Array inside the Palm Heaven Space to attempt foundation building. Compared to the Violet Starry Sky Mirror, setting up the Nine Palaces Spirit Gathering Array is a bit easier."
Shi Yue thought for a moment and asked, "If I don't buy artifact refining texts from you, can I still refine the eighty-one formation flags?"
"You probably could, but the success rate would be very low. Can the insights of a master artifact smith be the same as those of an ordinary artifact smith?" Xiaoyaozi nodded and said meaningfully.
"How many spirit stones for the setup method of the Nine Palaces Spirit Gathering Array, the refining method for the formation flags, plus the forging insights of a master artifact smith?" Shi Yue hesitated slightly and asked.
"Seventy thousand spirit stones. Plus the previous one hundred thirty thousand, that's exactly two hundred thousand." Xiaoyaozi narrowed his eyes into slits, looking every bit the shrewd merchant.
"Senior Xiaoyaozi, I remember you said last time in Immortal Fate City that the forging insights would only cost ten thousand spirit stones. Does the setup method for the Nine Palaces Spirit Gathering Array and the refining method for the formation flags cost sixty thousand?" Shi Yue said, frowning, his expression somewhat displeased.
"Hmph, the Nine Palaces Spirit Gathering Array I'm selling you is a unique item. Is sixty thousand spirit stones really expensive? If it weren't for the fact that we've known each other for so long, I wouldn't ask for just sixty thousand spirit stones." Even as Xiaoyaozi said this, a flicker of cunning quickly passed through his eyes.
Hearing this, Shi Yue showed a hesitant expression.
He thought it over and over, then nodded and said, "Fine! Copy the setup method for the Nine Palaces Spirit Gathering Array, the refining method for the formation flags, and the forging insights of a master artifact smith for me. Put it on credit for now."
He took out two blank jade slips and tossed them to Xiaoyaozi.
Based on his understanding of Xiaoyaozi, if he didn't want the item the first time it was recommended to him, the price wouldn't be the same the second time. It often doubled. Buying it early could save him some spirit stones.
"Hehe, you know what's good for you. If I have to ask next time, it won't be for this price." Xiaoyaozi chuckled and said somewhat proudly.
He pressed the two jade slips to his forehead one after the other. After copying the contents, he tossed them back to Shi Yue.
Shi Yue didn't even look at them and directly stored them in his storage pouch. Then he exited the Palm Heaven Space.
After coming out, he made a trip to the north of the city and bought back a large batch of seeds for refining Spirit Recovery Pills and True Essence Pills. He planted them in the Palm Heaven Space.
Because he had been arrested by the Market Management Office before, Shi Yue worried that they hadn't yet dismissed their suspicions about him. He didn't linger in the marketplace. After buying the seeds, he left Sanxin Market.
...
Inside the Taixu Sect, in Peach Blossom Valley, Murong Xiaoxiao, Lü Tianzheng, Wang Hu, Li Feng, Sun Desheng, and Lin Qing sat around a stone table. On the table were three plates of pastries and some spirit tea.
The five of them had worried looks on their faces, and their moods were not good.
"Senior Apprentice Sister Murong, does the Law Enforcement Hall also have no news about Junior Brother Shi?" Lü Tianzheng sighed, breaking the silence.
"No. Uncle-Master Zhou from the Law Enforcement Hall was quite concerned about Junior Brother Shi. He sent many people to search for Junior Brother Shi, but none found any trace of him." Murong Xiaoxiao shook her head and said slowly.
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"We also went to many places to look for Junior Brother Shi, but we found nothing. But come to think of it, Junior Brother Shi has been missing for over half a year. Couldn't the sect put up notices to search for him?" Li Feng said with a frown.
"Our sect has dozens of disciples lose contact every year. Some are killed by demonic beasts while hunting them, some are robbed and killed by bad people, and some go out traveling and never return. For such missing persons, the Law Enforcement Hall sends people to search for a while. If they can't find them after some time, they give up. The sect can't put up notices everywhere to look for Junior Brother Shi. After all, Junior Brother Shi is only an Inner Sect Disciple, not a direct disciple, so he can't enjoy that treatment. I think Senior Sister Lin should know this very well." Wang Hu's face turned serious as he explained calmly. By the end, his expression showed some disappointment.
There were not many Body Cultivators in the Taixu Sect. He had wanted to wait until Shi Yue built his foundation to have a good match with him! He never expected Shi Yue to go missing.
A Qi Refining Stage disciple missing for over half a year—it was very likely he had met with harm.
"Junior Brother Wang is right. Junior Brother Shi's status indeed doesn't qualify for that treatment. Moreover, Junior Brother Shi is only missing; there's no evidence that he has been harmed. But..." Lin Qing hesitated, as if she had something difficult to say.
"But what? Senior Sister Lin, just say it! We are all Junior Brother Shi's friends, no outsiders. If you have something to say, speak plainly!" Murong Xiaoxiao's heart tightened, and she hurriedly urged.
"Before Junior Brother Shi went missing, Junior Brother Zhao Sheng had caused trouble for Junior Brother Shi. After that, Junior Brother Shi disappeared. Of course, I'm not saying Junior Brother Zhao would harm a fellow sect member. It just seems a bit strange that Junior Brother Shi went missing right after Junior Brother Zhao gave him trouble." Lin Qing said somewhat vaguely.
Although she didn't directly point out that Shi Yue's disappearance was related to Zhao Sheng, the people present were no fools and could hear the implication in Lin Qing's words.
"We are all fellow disciples. Brother Zhao is a bit rash, but I believe he is not the kind of evil person who would harm his fellow sect members." Murong Xiaoxiao wrinkled her willow-like eyebrows and said a good word for Zhao Sheng.
"Regardless, this is a clue. We should find Brother Zhao another day to learn more." Wang Hu suggested.
"It's too late. On my way here, I ran into people from the Law Enforcement Hall. They were escorting Junior Brother Zhao towards the Law Enforcement Hall. Calculating the time, by now, Junior Brother Zhao should be undergoing questioning there. I believe the Law Enforcement Hall will get to the bottom of this."
Murong Xiaoxiao nodded and said seriously, "No matter what, we are all Junior Brother Shi's friends. When we have time, everyone should still help look for him! If you find any clues, notify each other."
Lin Qing and the others readily agreed upon hearing this.
Inside the Law Enforcement Hall, in an interrogation room, Zhao Sheng looked at Zhou Zhenyu in front of him, feeling somewhat uneasy.
Chen Tianhe stood to the side, holding a silver jade plate and a golden jade brush, recording something.
"Disciple Nephew Zhao Sheng, do you know the consequences of harming a fellow sect member?" Zhou Zhenyu's face hardened as he asked sternly.
"I know. Those who harm fellow sect members have their cultivation abolished and are expelled from the sect." Zhao Sheng replied truthfully.
"Then let me ask you again: after your last conflict with Disciple Nephew Shi Yue of Cuiyun Peak, did you hold a grudge and take the opportunity to harm Disciple Nephew Shi Yue when he left the sect?" Zhou Zhenyu pressed.
"No, I didn't. Uncle-Master Zhou, please see clearly! Last time, I was fined a large sum of spirit stones and scolded by the Peak Master. How would I dare cause trouble for Shi Yue again!" Zhao Sheng's face changed, and he hurriedly explained.
"Really not? Do you know Shi Yue is missing? Or rather, do you know Shi Yue's whereabouts?" Zhou Zhenyu frowned slightly and continued asking.
Zhao Sheng shook his
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