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In the haunting echoes of Rwanda's tragic history lies a profound tale, one that reverberates with the collective cry of a people silenced by the horrors of genocide. "Cry of the Tutsis" delves deep into the heart of this devastating chapter, tracing the roots of tension from the pre-colonial era to the explosive culmination in 1994. Through meticulous research and firsthand accounts, this book illuminates the complexities of Rwandan society, dissecting the impact of Belgian colonial rule and the seeds of division sown between the Hutu and Tutsi communities.

The narrative unfolds against the backdrop of rising political unrest and ethnic polarization, leading to the unleashing of a brutal genocide that shocked the world. With a keen eye on international responses and the failure of the global community to prevent the catastrophe, the book also sheds light on the resilience of the survivors and the painstaking process of rebuilding shattered lives.

As we navigate the harrowing journey through the 100 days of horror, "Cry of the Tutsis" serves as a poignant reminder of the importance of remembrance, justice, and the ongoing pursuit of reconciliation. Through gripping narratives, insightful analyses, and lessons drawn from the darkest depths of human cruelty, this book seeks to contribute to a broader understanding of the complexities surrounding genocide while urging the world to confront its collective responsibility in preventing future atrocities.

With thus said this book will be updated periodically to ensure that it is as current as possible.

© 2024 Christopher Thabani Mandawa

All Rights Reserved.
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Introduction

Chapter 1: The Tutsi Culture

	The Rich Tapestry of Tutsi Traditions


[image: Culture in Rwanda, Rwanda's culture, Explore the Culture in Rwanda]Image courtesy of Nyungwe National Park

The Tutsi culture is a vibrant and multifaceted tapestry woven over centuries, characterized by a rich blend of customs, rituals, and social practices. 

This cultural heritage has been passed down through generations, contributing to the unique identity of the Tutsi people. 

One prominent aspect of their traditions is the emphasis on oral history and storytelling, which serves as a means of preserving and transmitting their cultural values.

Central to Tutsi traditions is the significance of family and community. 

Extended families play a crucial role in maintaining cultural continuity, with elders serving as repositories of wisdom and knowledge. 

Traditional ceremonies, such as birth celebrations, marriage rituals, and funeral rites, are pivotal occasions that reinforce the bonds within the community.

[image: TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE: TUTSI (ABATUTSI) PEOPLE: THE TALL, STYLISH NILOTIC  AND INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE OF RWANDA AND BURU… | People, Ethiopian wedding,  Influential people]Image courtesy of Pintrest

Ceremonial dances and music are integral components of Tutsi cultural expression. 

These art forms not only serve as entertainment but also convey narratives, celebrating the history and shared experiences of the community. 

The vibrant colors and intricate patterns of Tutsi traditional attire further reflect the cultural pride and artistic expression that permeate their way of life.

	Social Hierarchy and Unity


The Tutsi society historically featured a complex social hierarchy, with distinct classes based on cattle ownership and military prowess. 

The leadership structure was often hierarchical, with a king or chief at the top, followed by nobles and commoners. 

Cattle, considered a symbol of wealth and status, played a pivotal role in determining one's social standing.

[image: ]Image courtesy of IGIHE

Despite these distinctions, Tutsi culture places a strong emphasis on unity and communal well-being. 

Collective decision-making, mutual support, and a sense of shared identity are deeply ingrained values that have helped the community navigate challenges over the years. 

This unity is exemplified in the Rwandan saying "umuganda," meaning "coming together in common purpose," which emphasizes the importance of collaborative efforts for the greater good.

Over time, political and social changes have influenced the traditional Tutsi social structure. However, the core values of unity and community resilience remain integral to their cultural fabric, fostering a sense of solidarity among the Tutsi people.

	Traditions that Bound the Tutsis Together


[image: THE TUTSI – CULTURE TOUCH]Image courtesy of culture touch - WordPress.com

A variety of traditions and customs serve as binding forces within the Tutsi community, fostering a sense of shared identity and collective responsibility. 

Among these, the practice of mutual assistance, known as "ubugabire," is particularly significant. 

This involves individuals coming together to help one another in times of need, whether it be during agricultural activities, construction projects, or other communal endeavors.

Another crucial tradition is the celebration of the harvest season, marked by communal feasts and ceremonies. 

This tradition not only emphasizes the importance of agriculture in Tutsi society but also provides an opportunity for people to come together, share stories, and reinforce social bonds.

Moreover, the Tutsi cultural emphasis on hospitality is noteworthy. 

Welcoming guests with warmth and generosity is considered a virtue, and communal gatherings often involve the sharing of food, music, and dance. 

This practice strengthens interpersonal relationships and contributes to the overall sense of unity within the community.

Chapter 2: Pre-colonial Rwanda

	The Flourishing Kingdom


Pre-colonial Rwanda was characterized by the existence of a well-organized and prosperous kingdom, with a social structure that included the Hutu, Tutsi, and Twa ethnic groups. 

[image: The Hutu Tribe has a population of... - The African History | Facebook]

The Tutsi tribe, traditionally associated with cattle herding, played a significant role in the political and economic life of the kingdom. 

The Kingdom of Rwanda, ruled by a monarchy, was known for its centralization of power and hierarchical structure.

The Tutsi were often identified with cattle ownership, which held both economic and symbolic importance. 

Cattle were not only a source of wealth but also played a role in social and political status. 

The Tutsi monarchy, led by a king (or mwami), maintained control over the kingdom through a system of local chiefs. 

[image: Tutsi royal family prior to colonial rule | Art deco paintings, African  royalty, African love]Image courtesy of Pinterest

The Tutsi elite held positions of influence, and their social standing was often tied to the number of cattle they owned.

	Interactions with Neighboring Cultures


Rwanda, situated in the African Great Lakes region, had interactions with various neighboring cultures. 

The kingdom engaged in trade and cultural exchanges with neighboring societies, including those in present-day Uganda, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

The interactions influenced the cultural, economic, and political dynamics of the region.

Trade routes facilitated the exchange of goods, ideas, and technologies between different ethnic groups. 

The Tutsi were active participants in these networks, benefiting from their strategic geographical location. 

While there were occasional conflicts with neighboring societies, interactions were not solely marked by hostility, and trade and cultural diffusion played a role in shaping the pre-colonial landscape.

	A Period of Relative Stability


Pre-colonial Rwanda experienced periods of relative stability under the rule of its monarchs. 

[image: Rwanda Royal Family || Kingdom of Rwanda - THE AFRICAN ROYAL FAMILIES]Image courtesy of THE AFRICAN ROYAL FAMILIES

The Tutsi-led monarchy managed to maintain a level of social order and governance. 

The centralized authority, combined with a system of local administration, contributed to stability within the kingdom. 

The Tutsi elite, as the ruling class, exercised authority over the Hutu majority, and social roles were generally well-defined.

However, it's important to note that stability did not mean the absence of occasional conflicts or power struggles. 

Disputes over resources, territory, and political influence could arise, but the overall structure of the society provided a framework for conflict resolution and governance.

Chapter 3: Colonial Shadows

	Belgian Arrival


The colonial history of Rwanda took a significant turn with the arrival of the Belgians. 

In the early 20th century, Rwanda was a German colony until World War I when Belgium took control. 

[image: ]Image courtesy of Face2faceAfrica

The Belgians implemented a divisive policy that accentuated the ethnic distinctions between the Hutu and Tutsi tribes, creating an environment that would later fuel tensions. 

Before colonial rule, the Hutu and Tutsi had coexisted, sharing common language, culture, and even intermarrying. 

However, the Belgian administration introduced identity cards that classified individuals based on ethnicity, solidifying distinctions that had previously been fluid.

[image: Indangamuntu 1994: Ten years ago in Rwanda this ID Card cost a woman her  life' by Jim Fussell]Image courtesy of Prevent Genocide International - Indangamuntu 1994: Ten years ago in Rwanda this ID Card cost a woman her life' by Jim Fussell

	Impact on Rwandan Society


The Belgian colonial administration favored the Tutsi elite, considering them more "European" in physical features and socio-economic status. 

This preference fueled resentment among the Hutu majority, who were often marginalized and excluded from positions of power. 

The Belgians exacerbated existing social hierarchies, fostering an environment of inequality and discontent. 

Tensions escalated as the colonial administration exploited existing divisions to maintain control, creating a volatile atmosphere that would persist long after Rwanda gained independence.

	Seeds of Discontent


As the Belgians solidified ethnic classifications, the Tutsi became the favored ruling class, further disenfranchising the majority Hutu population. 

[image: ]Image courtesy of Belgium's role in Rwandan genocide, by Colette Braeckman (Le Monde diplomatique - English edition, June 2021)

This deliberate manipulation of social structures sowed the seeds of discontent that would later erupt into violence. 

The Hutu, marginalized and oppressed, began to resist Tutsi dominance. 

The Belgian policy of favoring the Tutsi contributed to a power dynamic that fueled ethnic tensions and set the stage for the tragic events that unfolded in the later part of the 20th century.

Chapter 4: Belgian Rule and its Impact

[image: Panel Set 3.ai]

Belgium's colonial rule in Rwanda, which lasted from 1916 to 1962, significantly impacted the socio-political landscape of the country and laid the groundwork for the tragic events that unfolded later. 

The Belgian administration, initially under a League of Nations mandate and later as a United Nations Trust Territory, implemented policies that exacerbated existing ethnic divisions between the Hutu and Tutsi communities, leading to long-term consequences.

	Seeds of Division: Hutu vs. Tutsi


The Belgians played a pivotal role in solidifying and formalizing the existing ethnic distinctions between the Hutu and Tutsi populations. 

Prior to colonial rule, these groups coexisted in Rwanda, sharing a common language and culture. 

However, the Belgians introduced identity cards in the 1930s, classifying individuals as either Hutu, Tutsi, or Twa based on physical characteristics such as height and the number of cattle owned. 

This arbitrary classification system institutionalized ethnic differences, creating a hierarchical structure with the Tutsis perceived as elite and the Hutus as a majority.


	Exploiting Ethnic Fault Lines


Belgium exploited these ethnic divisions as a means of maintaining control over the region. 

The colonial administration favored the Tutsi minority, viewing them as more "European" due to their perceived physical characteristics and elite status. 

[image: ]

Tutsis were often appointed to positions of authority, further deepening the socio-economic disparities between the two groups. 

The Belgians fueled animosity by instigating competition for limited resources, reinforcing the idea that one ethnic group was superior to the other. 

This manipulation sowed the seeds of resentment and mistrust between the Hutu and Tutsi communities.


	The Poisoned Well of Division


The Belgian colonial legacy left Rwanda with a deeply divided society. 

[image: A nation without ethnicity: the Rwandan reconciliation model - IWGIA -  International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs]Image courtesy of IWGIA

By the time of independence in 1962, the seeds of ethnic tension had grown into a poisoned well of division. 

The ethnic classifications and preferential treatment of the Tutsis had created a volatile environment, setting the stage for the Rwandan Genocide in 1994. 

The deeply ingrained animosity and mistrust between the Hutu and Tutsi communities, fostered by Belgian policies, erupted into violence, resulting in the mass slaughter of approximately 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus.
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