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Dedication
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To Junias everywhere,

May the God of peace sanctify you completely and confirm your calling.
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Preface
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This book contains five stories of women from four nations—Junia, a first-century Israelite living in Rome; Dorothea Trudel in 1800s Switzerland; Sarah Ann Freeman Mix, a black ministry pioneer alive during the American Civil War; Teresa of Avila, a nun in Spain during the early Renaissance; and Maria Woodworth-Etter, who broke all ministry molds at the turn of the 20th century in the United States. Three of the five lived in the mid- to late 1800s, at a time when women’s rights advanced in the wake of the antislavery movement.

These women were made powerful in God despite their times whose example begs we follow them. In other words, this book is not meant to encourage you only, but spur you to love Jesus wholeheartedly and to lay ahold of Heaven’s promises as they did. 

We are fortunate history preserved these women’s stories. There are many heroic believers living today and in history whom we will not know of until the day that God discloses to us who they were to him–whether having lost their reputation as Paul, or enslaved, imprisoned for the gospel, having a low social status, or destitute. History is replete with times and places women were completely disregarded or worse, and times where the powerful of earth oppressed and persecuted, even hated those women (or anyone) who chose to love God and live righteously. Heaven sees. The world was not worthy of them. Intercession and quiet, godly influence on the men around them has done more than we know. Even under injustice, they changed the world.

Most readers will be familiar with at least one of the women in this book, very few will be familiar with all of them. God is no respecter of persons, and he calls and chooses regardless of denomination or their theological preferences.

If you are reading this book, it was written for you.
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Jesus first entrusted the message of the Resurrection to a handful of women. When these went to the apostles their message was rejected as nonsense, yet today we know the entire faith rests upon the Resurrection. "And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins." (1 Corinthians 15:17)

This is no ordinary book on women in ministry. It chronicles the stories of five women from four nations whose impact on the modern church is unquestionable and extreme.

Like the women whose witness of Christ's resurrection was dismissed by the apostles, and Mary of Bethany, who bathed Jesus' feet in expensive, fragrant perfume despite the judgment of others, the greatest among us are often hushed, pushed aside and discredited by those who have a reputation to keep or status quo to defend. 

As with the women at the Resurrection, the women in these pages shaped the perspective of the church while living in a male-dominated society. During their ministries, male leaders usually treated women as second-class citizens—and too emotional or uneducated to communicate the truth. The Bible, however, records the apostle Junia as "outstanding among the apostles" and someone worthy to be in chains for the gospel. In other words, Junia was a standout among her ministry peers, which were the apostles—including the Twelve. You'll read more on Junia in the first chapter.

So this is not a book about women who deserve to be acknowledged in a man's world, but women who are already acknowledged by Heaven; women without whose presence in our history we would be a different church. God could’ve used a man, but he didn't, and what he gave them to give to us has brought incalculable blessing to the world. Today, their influence is readily acknowledged in history. In fact, Jesus can still elevate women and men out from obscurity, showing them off to the world. 

Each of these women sought the Scripture to understand their call; each patiently endured persecution and intense trials; and each ministered with deep compassion. In other words, each were fully devoted to Jesus.

I can think of no better prayer than that of Maria Woodworth-Etter to start:

“My dear sister in Christ, as you hear these words may the Spirit of God come upon you, and make you willing to do the work the Lord has assigned to you.”

Brothers, you can include yourself in this prayer. We have much to learn.

Junia: Outstanding Among the Apostles

"Greet Andronicus and Junia, my countrymen and my fellow prisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me." Romans 16:7

In Romans 16 Paul recognizes twenty-nine fellow believers, ten of whom are women. He calls Junia "of note" or "outstanding among the apostles" and someone worthy to be in chains for the gospel. This letter identifies her as a Jew staying in Rome with her husband, Andronicus.

In the fourth century John Chrysostom wrote of her, "To be an apostle is something great. But to be outstanding among the apostles—just think what a wonderful song of praise that is! [Andronicus and Junia] were outstanding on the basis of their works and virtuous actions. Indeed, how great the wisdom of this woman must have been that she was even deemed worthy of the title of apostle." 

In other words, Junia was a standout in a peer group of apostles—which included the original twelve and Paul himself. Throughout his letters, Paul is careful to distinguish his authenticity as an apostle, and would not have given the designation lightly. He knew exactly the weight of the word.

One early church father, Origen, states Junia may have been among the seventy-two disciples Jesus sent in Luke 10. In this context (and as an apostle, generally speaking), she would have healed the sick and declared the Kingdom of God. Yet her greatest impact comes with Paul's shout-out in Romans: With this one verse, the Holy Spirit confronts the church in every generation to the central role of women in the ministry of the gospel. If the inspired Scriptures point out the importance of women in ministry, how can we diminish your importance?

Because we have so little material on Junia, hers is the shortest chapter. But it sets the stage for another woman who was distinguished among the great ministries of her time as outstanding: Dorothea Trudel.

Dorthea Trudel: Imparting Simple Faith

Born in Mannedorf, Switzerland in 1813, Dorothea Trudel was disabled as a young woman and became a factory worker. When a plague hit
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Sarah Mix: Pioneer in Healing Ministry








From Her Letters: Sarah
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Teresa of Avila: Transformed in Prayer










In Her Words: Teresa of Avila









Maria Woodworth-Etter: Mother of Pentecost








The Ministry of the Spirit 






In Her Words: Maria
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