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​Introduction
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Welcome to Unbelievable Crimes Volume Seven.

This volume takes us all over the globe: Ireland, Melbourne, Florida, and Scotland, to name a few. Each one is as shocking as the next, with tales so unsettling it’s hard to believe they’re true.

As many of you already know, the series' premise is to document lesser-known crimes: the tales that didn’t get the same press coverage as, say, Ted Bundy, but where the story is equally as alarming. This is for two reasons. One to ensure the perpetrator of these crimes is remembered for their vile acts. And two, more importantly, to try and make sure the victim's story gets told and isn’t forgotten.

In this anthology, I cover the case of a woman whose violent husband escalated his violence to unimaginable heights. I recount the tale of a teenager who harbors the desire to kill his parents - and goes through with his murderous impulses in a violent manner. Then there’s the case of a serial sex offender who, frustratingly, kept getting released from prison for his perverted crimes - only to re-offend. I also tell the tale of a young couple who were brutally beaten for nothing other than the style of clothing they wore.

You’ll learn about these crimes and five more cases in this seventh installment of the series. And, as I always have to mention, please know that this book details violent crimes, sexual abuse, and real-life suffering - bear this in mind if you feel these subjects are too heavy. With that said, let’s begin.
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​Surviving The Unsurvivable
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In the USA, three women are killed by their spouses each day. To put that in sobering perspective, between now and this time tomorrow, three females will die a violent death at the hands of their abusive partner. That’s just in the US; in 2020, almost 50,000 females worldwide were murdered by their intimate partner, ex, or jilted love interest. That’s 137 women killed per day.

These truly horrific stats become all the more sinister the more you think about them. What about all of the instances of domestic abuse that led up to each murderous climax? If 50,000 women lose their lives to a partner each year, how many millions are enduring violence every day? Disturbingly, almost 36% of women in the US have experienced rape, violence, and/or stalking from a spouse in their lifetime.

Teri Jendusa-Nicolai is a name among those depressing stats. She endured abuse at the hands of her controlling husband for years, and her separation from him led to unthinkable violence at the hands of the man who proclaimed to love her. David Larsen was willing to strip his two daughters of their mother and end a woman’s life - all because he couldn’t deal with his former lover moving on from him.

On January 31, 2004, Sheriff Christopher Schmaling was on duty on a freezing evening in Racine, Wisconsin. Although Racine wasn’t exactly crime-free (most of the illegal activity was petty), Schmaling hadn’t been expecting to be working on a missing persons case. It wasn’t a typical missing person's case either: the police had already pinpointed their primary suspect in Teri Jendusa-Nicolai’s disappearance. They just needed to make sure the victim was found alive, but time was ticking.

Teri had been her husband’s verbal, emotional, and physical punchbag for years. She feared his harsh insults, cutting put-downs, and scolding criticism. If so much as a towel was folded incorrectly, David Larsen would be sure to yell and scream at his wife for her supposed infraction. In fact, the man had his wife in such a state of fear and panic all the time she’d hide any evidence of smashed plates or glasses. Instead of being able to tell her husband that she’d accidentally dropped the kitchenware, she would scoop up the mess and hide it in her neighbor's bin. She’d then buy another glass or plate to disguise that one was missing.

David’s fierce temper and military-like rule over Teri encroached on every aspect of the abused woman’s life. She couldn’t even shower in peace - David insisted the bathroom door was always left open. Privacy was disallowed. Teri’s autonomy was stripped away.

Food was often the catalyst for David flying into a rage. How Teri prepared dinner and cooked their meals was something the abusive man would use to berate and criticize his wife. If something wasn’t prepared how David liked, he’d scold his wife for “wasting his money.” It seemed no matter what Teri did, she could never do it to her husband's satisfaction.

Where mealtimes would often be the source of David’s ranting and raving, it eventually became Teri’s breaking point. In one particularly ugly argument over spaghetti, Teri felt such fear of her husband’s rage she fled to the basement and hid. All because she’d let the ingredients sit on the kitchen countertop too long. According to David, anyway, who was incensed by this.

Here she was, a 30-year-old mother of two, hiding in a box in her marital home because she was afraid of her husband; this upsetting realization hit Teri as she cowered in the basement. It was at this moment Teri decided enough was enough. She couldn’t take it anymore.

This incident - similar to so many she’d endured before - also made Teri come to understand that her violent husband may soon turn his sadistic attention to their children. Her young daughters were growing up fast, and there was no way Teri was going to allow David to treat the girls with the same wicked cruelty he subjected her to. Her mind was made up - she was getting out. Even if it meant struggling for a short while and having to deal with David in court, she was going to face these fears for the good of her children.

Teri packed up some essentials and took herself and her daughters to a shelter. She filed for divorce. While she was far from where she wanted to be in life, Teri felt safe in the knowledge that she’d saved not only herself but her children from years of torment and bullying.

The day Teri and David’s divorce was finalized, the pair had to meet in court. As expected, David was in floods of tears, but Teri knew they weren’t tears for the broken marriage - they were tears of anger. David had lost the grip of control and power he once had over Teri. Any pangs of sympathy she had for David were soon dampened when the sobbing man said to his ex-wife, “You’re going to regret this.”

At the time, this was seen as a bitter comment. In hindsight, it was a sinister promise from David.

The years passed by, and Teri managed to get back on her feet. She even met a new partner, Nick Nicolai, whom she married. Nick was a doting and attentive stepfather to Teri’s children, and there was no fear of violence or abuse in this marriage. Life was good for the blended family. 

But David wasn’t going to make things so easy for his ex. The man was still angry and bitter toward Teri three years after their divorce. He fought her for custody of their girls, still wanting to retain a significant element of control over his former spouse. Their children were the only way he could do this.

Ultimately, the court awarded David joint custody of their girls, something that Teri had wanted to avoid. She was uneasy about David being left alone with their children. After all, he didn’t think twice about hurting Teri. Now, the only way David could get to her was via their daughters. The whole situation left Teri feeling disheartened but left her no choice but to allow David unsupervised visitation.

It was up to Teri to drop the girls off at David’s as well as pick them up. As you can imagine, David didn’t make these interactions anything but stressful for Teri. He’d verbally abuse her and sometimes lash out physically, too. As a result, Teri began refusing to attend David’s home, instead only dropping the girls off in a busy public place. Outside fast food places or busy parking lots were Teri’s preferred meeting point, and for good reason. Like most cowardly abusers, David wouldn’t dare lash out in front of others.

Around this time, Teri had successfully got a restraining order against her ex. While this went some way in protecting Teri - the order meant David had to get rid of his firearms - it also posed to be problematic. The pair shared children, and Teri couldn’t always rely on others to drop them off and pick them up from their father’s home. So, despite the restraining order, Teri found herself back to taxiing her daughters to and from David’s home.

David had apparently
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