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Preface

​Sometimes we allow ourselves to
act impulsively without scrutinising the options we have. If we
don’t act impulsively, we may act in line with the pop culture and
social pressure. Sometimes we make our choices in the absence of
knowledge. This happens when we are either ignorant of all the
options available or when we lack insight into each option. Someone
said: It doesn’t really matter what you know, it matters what
you do with what you know.

We can only be
prepared to deal with the consequences of our choices if we make
informed judgement. It is very important that we know all the
options available. And that is not the end: it pays to subject each
option to a thorough scrutiny.

Because the
devil is always trying to limit our excellence in the things of
God, we may not be surprised that he works overtime to keep us away
from the best options. His aim is always to either make us settle
for the counterfeit and the depraved or the mediocre and
compromised. When he gets us to settle for the wrong option, he
shall have succeeded in his diabolic sabotage of mankind.

It is important
that whenever we are faced with choices, we sit down and explore
the options available. We must start by asking the questions: What
options do we have and what are the repercussions of each? The
prerequisite for making a good decision is by being exposed to all
the options available; we would then be able to weigh them against
their repercussions, both short term and long term. This will
enable us gain insight so that we don’t act irrationally, but more
important, we will be prepared to deal with the consequences of our
choices.

In this book,
we are going to look at the options we have when we come across a
mountain that seems to challenge our faith. We will see the
implications and consequences of the said options.

When we take
our time and ponder over the options and their subsequent
consequences, it may not be difficult to eliminate the undesirable
options. The reason is that even before we employ an ‘intense’
scrutiny, some options will begin to overtly show that they are not
beneficial at all. As we scrutinise, we would also uncover the
options that offer fleeting relief but harbour lasting
grief. Though we may be compulsively drawn to take the offer of
the instant relief, we must remember that when the time comes to
reap what we sowed, we would have to live with constant grief.

We must always
seek God to help us resist the temptation of giving in to
compulsion; we must resist the attractions of brief relief. It is
only by so doing that we can take time to make informed
judgement.

May the reader
realise that our future is much more important than our present.
Our present is important as far as we use it to secure and insure
our future. The decisions we make at present, depending on what
they are, are able to either secure our future or gamble it away
into emptiness.

Daniel O. Ogweno

Skien, Norway

September, 2011
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Introduction

​ Making a decision when
it is not easy doing so, needs clear spirit and informed judgement.
Tough decisions can give rise to vulnerability. Vulnerability may
make us settle for the easy way out, or a momentary solution. There
are factors that come to bear upon us as they compete to tilt our
preference. Our starting point as believers should be in this wise:
It is better to make a decision based on conviction rather than
doing so based on impulsion and convenience.

As we struggle
to make a decision as believers, we will face the following
questions:

• Do we make decisions based on our nature or on our nurture? In
other words, is it our personality or our society that influences
our choices? What do we do when the two are in conflict?

• Do we make decisions based on the culture or do we make them
based on the Scripture? What do we do when the two are at
odds?

• Is our decision influenced by the short-term relief as it
disregards the conceivable long-term grief?

• Do we aim at pleasing men or pleasing God?

• Are our decisions impulsive or are they reflexive?

Because all the
above factors will compete for our attention and approval, they
tend to make an already difficult situation even trickier. The only
safe area to base our decisions on is The Scripture. But even this
can sometimes, knowingly or unknowingly, be subjected to erratic
interpretations and unrealistic expectations. This is why we need
the guidance of the Holy Spirit to help us navigate on the right
course away from the crossroad of confusion.

Most of the
decisions we are wont to make as Christians may not be obviously
depraved. The devil knows that it is extremely difficult to lure
serious Christians by open wickedness. Because of this he wraps his
deceptions in a deluded scriptural package and “well-reasoned
carnality”. Nevertheless, if we allow the Holy Spirit to search our
heart and prepare us to face any persecution, the repercussions
that may come as a result of obeying God will not be unbearable.
Again, if we allow the Holy Spirit to search our heart, God will
open our eyes to see and our hearts to discern the shrewdness with
which the enemy embellishes his mischief.

In our
Christian walk, we have to brace ourselves to pass some tests.
There is no genuine commitment that will not be tested. If one
commits his life to Christ and goes through life without facing a
test, that should be a very rare exception indeed.

The teachings
we get about our commitment; the books we read; the convictions we
develop in the process and the discipline we train ourselves into
will determine how we respond to the tests. And when we talk
about tests, we are not referring to difficulties more than we do
to “comfort management”. When we talk about tests, people always
think about difficulties. The truth, however, is that
comfort can be the trickiest test ever.

Tests are there
to help us attune our acts with the pact of our faith. Tests pose
the following questions to us:

• How serious are you about your faith—will you allow comfort to
quench it or difficulty to erase it?

• How much can you give for it, and how much can you take for
it?

The subject
matter of ‘the test’ in this book is, however, not the test
presented by comfort but that which is represented by a
‘mountain’—a difficulty. Difficulties that God allows us to go
through may be what He uses to ‘refine’ our faith. He is not the
One causing the difficulties but He allows them and because He is
able to work everything together for the good of those who love
Him, He doesn’t always stop them. The apostle Peter has the
following to say:

"In this [new birth into a living hope] you greatly rejoice, though
now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all
kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith—of greater
worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be
proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honour when
Jesus Christ is revealed"—1 Peter 1:6-7 (NIV).

The two
explanations that usually come up whenever we attempt to justify
sufferings that some people may go through are: they either lack
faith or are ‘paying’ or being disciplined for a hidden sin.
These may be true but they are not always the case. There is the
other side that is not much talked about, namely, proving if our
faith is genuine. A genuine faith must always stand the test of
‘adamant mountains.’

I want you to
imagine yourself walking along the path of faith. You come across a
mountain—a huge mountain. The mountain stands in your way—between
you and your destination. You look at the mountain and start
thinking of what to do next. The mountain is intimidatingly huge
and obnoxiously adamant.

At the foot of
the mountain, you try to recall what you have learnt about how
people dealt with the mountains that stood on their way. You also
try to find out what your predecessors did with this mountain. The
fact that it is standing there means that nobody has been able to
get it out of that place. You take time to think through the
options available.

Scrutinising the
Options

​
Most of the options available are discernible by the trails
left behind by people who had travelled this path before. And how
lucky we are who live in this generation! From the questions asked
by the people who went ahead of us, we find trails of answers; from
the mistakes they made, we get lessons and warnings.

You start your
investigation. You look and see that on both sides of the mountain
are well-beaten paths. The wider and beaten the path, the more it
proves its popularity. You realise that turning to the right or
left are remarkably popular. You conclude:

Those must be the people who still wanted to reach their
destination and had opted to detour in order to avoid the
mountain.

You think and
realise that because the teaching of the faith entails moving
mountains, and since nobody likes a mountain to stand in his way,
these people who turned to the left or right must have tried to
move the mountain out of the way. Detouring can easily get one off
course. Somebody would only detour if he has to. You
conclude:

The mountain must have defied these people who detoured!

You investigate
the foot of the mountain and see a hole. You are not so clear what
it is; you wonder: Is this a cave or a tunnel? The path that
leads into it is not as well-beaten as the paths to the right and
left of the mountain. You conclude:

There are people who went through this hole but they were few.
What guarantee did they have that they would get to the other side
of the mountain?

You lift your
head and look at the mountain. You see a very vague path. There is
no need to talk of a beaten path. In fact, one wonders if it is a
path after all. You conclude:

If the people who went through the hole were few, fewer indeed
were those who climbed the mountain.

You think
through it and further conclude that if the path towards the top of
the mountain was well-beaten, it must have been long ago. Because
it is no longer popular, the bushes are eating away the trails left
behind by those who once travelled this path, or probably, the path
has never been popular at all.

You go on with
your investigation. You realise that there are some camps near the
mountain. You conclude:

These must be people who gave up on the journey and have opted
to settle. They are not going anywhere. Or, maybe, they are waiting
for opportune time to make a decision on how to proceed.

As you continue
pondering, you remember that on the way before you reached the
mountain, you met people who were going the opposite direction. You
conclude:

Those must have been the people who gave up completely and
preferred to go back to where they came from.

As you analyse
your investigation and conclusions, you realise that there are
seven options open to you. Before you embark actively on choosing
what you want to do, one thing comes out clearly: The walk of faith
is not built round a culture, rather it is an adventure, unique for
each person. However much we are taught and are familiar with the
concept of faith, the practice of it is something different. Unless
one joins the crowd to travel the well-beaten pop path, the journey
of faith carries an element of exploration.

Above are the
seven options that we are going to look into in more details. In
case they are not yet clear to you, they are as follows:

i) Command the mountain out of the way;

ii) Take a detour to the left to avoid the mountain;

iii) Take a detour to the right to avoid the mountain;

iv) Camp at the foot of the mountain;

v) Go back to where you came from;

vi) Go into a cave or through a tunnel;

vii) Climb the mountain.

When the first
option fails, you’ll consider the other five with a possible sixth,
where one has little or no option.

I have chosen
to have commanding the mountains out of the way as chapter one
because it is the most obvious, that is, it is the most natural
thing to do when we come to a hindrance. We naturally want
hindrances out of our way. If we have a provision to remove the
hindrance, we would consider it first.

Now, between
the obvious and the most difficult, there are other easy and
attractive options that one may consider. Hence we are putting the
obvious option as chapter one and the most unlikely as the last
chapter. In between, we will consider the other options, whether
acceptable or unacceptable. The placements of options 2-6 are not
based on the order of their preferences. That is to say, one may
arbitrarily consider any of the options 2-6 immediately after
option 1 “fails”.

After
unsuccessfully trying to remove the mountain out of the way, the
most likely thing we would do is to try to “compromise” while still
being determined to reach the destination. What this means in
spiritual matters is that we may compromise the radical convictions
by finding “religious directions” to avoid the mountain, hence
chapter two—detouring to the right. As I have mentioned above, the
choice of what next after the mountain defies us can vary greatly
form one person to the next.

Except for the
first and last chapters, the placements of the other chapters are
arbitrary.

We will look at
what each chapter implies; whether they are acceptable, compromise
(this is negative); middle-ground or a complete fiasco.
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​Chapter 1:
Option One:
COMMANDING THE MOUNTAIN OUT OF THE
WAY

When
Faith and mountain are on a collision course, must the mountain
give way for faith to be counted as the victor?

“And Jesus said unto
them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye
have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this
mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and
nothing shall be impossible unto you.”

(Matthew 17:20).


Faith Can Move a
Mountain

​ There
is no debate on the fact that the package of our faith in Christ
includes the provision of moving mountains. That mountains can be
moved by faith is not something Christians invented. Christ Himself
said that with faith we can move a mountain. This was not an idle
talk. Christ always meant what He said and said what He meant. When
He was talking, He referred to a particular mountain. Did this mean
that it was only that particular mountain or any other mountain
could be moved? Did His statement mean that the only thing we must
do with mountains is to move them? After reading the Word of God
through and paying attention to different circumstances where
believers encountered mountains, how far can we go with the
“Doctrine of Mountain Moving” and how firm can we establish
it?

As far as faith
and mountains are concerned, many people give only one option for
victory. Either the mountains give way or the believer would be
accused of lack of faith, or a compromised life. This
accusation may be valid but not always. If I testify about
one case where my faith moved a mountain, perhaps it would be one
out of many. I think it would be a spiritual fraud to tell people
of one mountain I moved and fail to tell them of the others that
defied me. I must be careful not to create an impression that
whenever I meet a mountain it has to move.

Let us look at
the setting of faith vs. mountain on this particular day when
Christ told His disciples that it only takes faith to move a
mountain. We will then try to answer some of the questions we have
asked above.

"Now in the
morning as he returned into the city, he hungered. And when he saw
a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon,
but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee
henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree withered away.
And when the disciples saw it, they marvelled, saying, How soon is
the fig tree withered away! Jesus answered and said unto them,
Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall
not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye
shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou
cast into the sea; it shall be done. And all things, whatsoever ye
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive"—Matthew 21:18-22
(italics, author’s emphasis).

The tone of His
talk and the environment indicated that He was talking both
literally and figuratively.

It was literal
because He had just talked to a fig tree and it “responded”. This
meant that if He was talking about speaking to the mountain in the
like manner as the fig tree, the same “response” the fig
tree gave should also be expected of the mountain. It was also
literal because He referred to a particular mountain (note
the italicised “this” in the quotation above).

On the other
hand, it was figurative because He shifted from moving this
mountain to “all things whatsoever ye shall ask in
prayer…” In this sense, He was saying, However difficult,
planted and stubborn a thing is, there is a provision for it to
yield to a prayer of faith.

But was this a
guarantee that every mountain we command to give way in a
prayer of faith will have to move? Not necessarily! First, we need
to understand that not all mountains (read, difficulties) we face
at one time or another are meant to be moved or removed. We also
need to understand the essence of prayer in order to be in a
position to correctly manage faith vis-à-vis other virtues that
must be trained in our life. At one point, these virtues are taught
in the school
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Faith that moves a mountain
is great, but greater still is that
which conquers it






