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Introduction

[image: ]


We’re always told that learning a language gets more and more difficult as we grow up, but this is actually not true at all. Adults can sometimes be even better learners than children!

This book is designed especially for adults, or even teenagers, that find it difficult to learn French and understand its rules; it is set up to have easy-to-grasp lessons ranging from two to three and a half pages. They are detail-oriented without being overwhelming, with exercises after each one to help you better understand the rules. Examples are given at each new point of the lesson with precise English translations.

Our book is split into different chapters, with each chapter divided into “days” into a total of 36 days. If you practice for just 20 minutes a day, you will notice a significant improvement in your skills regarding the Language of Love. The lessons get slightly more advanced as the days go by, which is why it is necessary to follow the order they’re given in.

We truly believe that our book will help you get the grammar knowledge you were looking for in the simplest of forms, and we hope that you will have fun practicing with it as much as we had fun creating it.

Bon courage!
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Chapter I: Pronunciation
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Day 1: Letters “S”, “C”, And “G”

[image: ]


Lesson Reminder:

Letter S:


−  If S is at the beginning of a word, it is pronounced as “S”. For example: suivre (to follow).

−  If S is between two vowels, it is pronounced as “Z”. For example: cerise (cherry).

−  If S is between a vowel and a consonant, it is pronounced as “S”. For example: immense (huge).

−  If there is a double S between two vowels, it is pronounced as “S”. For example: masser (to massage).



PS: If the letter S is at the end of a word, it is always mute. For example: des livres (books).

Letter C:


−  If C is followed by: “a”, “o”, or “u”, it is pronounced as “K”. For example: cuisine (kitchen).

−  If C is followed by: “i”, “e”. or an e with a symbol: “é”, “è” or “ê”, it is pronounced as “S”. For example: cent (a hundred).

−  If a C is followed by “a”, “o”, or “u” but it has a cedilla: “ç”, it is pronounced as “S”. For example: leçon (lesson).



PS: If the letter C is at the end of a word, it is mostly pronounced as “K”. For example: lac (lake). But it is also sometimes mute. For example: estomac (stomach).

Letter G:


−  If G is followed by: “a”, “u”, or “o”, it is pronounced as “G”, like in “go”. For example: regarder (to watch).

−  If G is followed by: “i”, “e”, or an e with a symbol, it is pronounced like “J”, like in “gender”. For example: une gifle (a slap).

−  If G is followed by “u”, then “i”, “e”, or an e with a symbol, it is pronounced like “G”. For example: une bague (a ring).

−  If G is followed by a consonant, it is pronounced like “G”. For example: grammaire (grammar).



PS: If the letter G is at the end of a word, it is mute. For example: long (masculine singular for long).

Exercise 1: Give the correct pronunciation for the letter S in these words.

	Un gosse (a kid): _____

	Ils lisent (they read): _____

	Mon estomac (my stomach): _____

	Le magasin (the store): _____

	Une fusée (a rocket): _____

	Tu essaies (you try): _____ / _____

	Un sosie (a doppelganger): _____ / _____


Exercise 2: Give the correct pronunciation for the letter C in these words.

	Du sucre (some sugar): _____

	Le lycée (high school): _____

	Un garçon (a boy): _____

	Un cri (a scream): _____

	Cette (this, in feminine form): _____

	Convaincre (to convince): _____ / _____

	Un accident (an accident): _____ / _____


Exercise 3: Give the correct pronunciation for the letter G in the following words.

	Des griffes (claws): _____

	Agiter (to shake): _____

	Je nage (I swim): _____

	Des algues (algae): _____

	Un aveugle (a blind person): _____

	Une gorge (a throat): _____ / _____

	Un glaçage (icing): _____ / _____
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Day 2: Letter E And The Sounds “qu” And “gn”
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Lesson Reminder:

Letter E:


−  If the letter E is written as a simple “E”, it’s generally pronounced like the English “ea” from “earn”. For example: deviner (to guess).

−  But most of the time, it is pronounced like the English “e” from “get”. For example: une mouette (a seagull).

−  You will get used to differentiate between the two pronunciations with practice. Try to use an audio dictionary to figure it out at first.




−  If it is written with symbols on it like “é”, “è”, or “ê”, it is always pronounced like the English “e” from “get”. For example: un réveil (an alarm/an alarm clock), ma mère (my mother), un rêve (a dream).

−  Their pronunciation is a bit different in terms of the boldness of each one of them, and like in the previous point, it is recommended to use an online tool that would read the words for you in order to get accustomed to them.



PS: If the letter E is at the end of a word, it is always mute. For example: un arbre (a tree).

Sound “qu”: The letter Q in French is almost never written alone, just like in English. The only difference is that, in French, it isn’t read like the English “qu” from “quick”, it is simply read as a “K”. For example: un casque (a helmet).

There are only two words in which the letter “Q” isn’t followed by “U” and is read as “K”: cinq (five) and coq (rooster).

Sound “gn”: The combination of those two letters together is pronounced “nye”, kind of like how “new” is pronounced, but without making the “u” sound. It just takes the pronunciation of the vowel that comes after it. For example: in le signal (the signal), the “gn” is read as “nya”.

Exercise 1: Give the correct pronunciation for the letter E in these words.

	La fête (the party): _____ / _____

	Un retour (a return): _____

	Tu feras (I will [do]): _____

	Du thé (some tea): _____

	Un poème (a poem): _____ / _____

	Une tenue (an outfit): _____ / _____

	L’église (the church): _____ / _____

	Devenir (to become): _____ / _____


Exercise 2: Say how the combination of the letters “qu” is pronounced in the following words.

Example: L’équipe (the team): “qu” is pronounced “ki”

	Une époque (a period of time): “qu” is pronounced _____

	Des quêtes (quests): “qu” is pronounced _____

	Quarante (forty): “qu” is pronounced _____

	Quitter (to leave): “qu” is pronounced _____

	Le traqueur (the tracker [person]): “qu” is pronounced _____

	Un cirque (a circus): “qu” is pronounced _____

	Appel manqué (missed call): “qu” is pronounced _____

	Elle taquine (she teases, or she is teasing): “qu” is pronounced _____


Exercise 3: Say how the combination of the letters “gn” is pronounced in the following words.

Example: La dignité (the dignity): “gn” is pronounced “nyi”

	Ignorer (to ignore): “gn” is pronounced _____

	La ligne (the line): “gn” is pronounced _____

	Un témoignage (a testimony): “gn” is pronounced _____

	Une bagnole (a car): “gn” is pronounced _____

	Souligné (highlighted): “gn” is pronounced _____

	La signification (the meaning): “gn” is pronounced _____

	Espagnol (Spanish): “gn” is pronounced _____

	Ma compagne (my companion, feminine form): “gn” is pronounced _____
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Day 3: Sounds
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Lesson Reminder:

The Sound “ou”: it sounds just like the English “ou” sound from “group”. For example: Elle est courte. (She is short.)

The Sound “oi”: it is pronounced “wa” like in “one”. For example: une poire (a pear).

The Sound “ui”: it is pronounced “wi” like the English “ui” in “quick”. For example: une nuit (a night).

The Sounds “au” And “eau”: they are pronounced like the English “o” from “Polly”. For example: C’est chaud! (It’s hot!); un cadeau (a gift).

The Sounds “eu” And “œu”: they are pronounced just like the normal “e” in French. For example: Jeudi (Thursday); un cœur (a heart).

The Sounds “ai”, “et”, “ei”, “er”, And “ez”: they’re all pronounced like the normal French “é”. They may slightly vary in depth, so it is recommended to use an online tool that would read the words for you in order to get accustomed to them. For example: du lait (some milk); un jouet (a toy); la baleine (the whale); un boulanger (a baker); son nez (his nose).

The sounds “an, en, on” and “am, em, om”: they sound similar to the English “on” from “only”. Their pronunciation is a bit different in terms of boldness, so it is recommended to use an online tool that would read the words for you in order to get accustomed to them. For example: blanc (white); entendre (to hear); la montre (a wristwatch).

When writing, if the sound “on” comes before the letters “m”, “b”, or “p”, the N must be replaced with M. For example: du jambon (some ham); une tempête (a storm); le pompier (the firefighter).

Exercise: Write all the previously learned sounds you find in the following words then write how the sound is pronounced in English:

Example: J’ai peur (I’m scared): ai / eu | sounds like: “e” (from get) / “ea” (from “earn”).

	Assez (enough): _____ | sounds like: ______

	Un bateau (a ship): _____ | sounds like: ______

	Épuiser (to exhaust): _____ / _____ | sounds like: ______ / ______

	L’ampoule (the light bulb): _____ /_____ | sounds like: ______ / ______

	Des nœuds (knots): _____ | sounds like: ______

	Une fraise (a strawberry): _____ | sounds like: _____

	Beaucoup (a lot): _____ / _____ | sounds like: _____ / _____

	Une cuisine (a kitchen): _____ | sounds like: _____

	L’avion (the airplane): _____ | sounds like: _____

	Des tiroirs (drawers): _____ | sounds like: _____

	Le mouton (the sheep): _____ / _____ | sounds like: _____ / _____

	Seize (sixteen): _____ | sounds like: _____

	Un œuf (an egg): _____ | sounds like: _____

	Le carnet (the notebook): _____ | sounds like: _____
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