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Dedication
 
Isaiah 63:8 
Surely they are my people, children that will not lie: so He was their Saviour
 
Attention readers:
This is a fully functional Stage/Screen Script with parts allocated and not a novel.
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Notes for Actor: Producer: 
Permission 
This play has been adapted from the Bible story of Esther and shows the hand of the Almighty in the lives of Jewish captives in Susa, Persia. 
Text is contemporary translation by the author, Marie Seltenrych. Original text has been adapted to suit a contemporary play, with additional text added for dramatic effect; (author’s prerogative.) 
Stage Direction codes
Stage directions are also included for convenience but can be altered at the Director’s discretion. 
Codes: (SR = Stage Right; SL = Stage left; US = Upstage; DS = Downstage CS = Centre stage. These are based on actors’ on-stage perspectives. 
Disclaimer: The author Eileen Marie Seltenrych declares the rights to the creation of this play, including cover inserted picture and written words. I give permission to Amateur Dramatic Societies to use this play royalty free. Others, please contact author for permission please. 
This is a work of fiction and the characters do not bear resemblance to any person living or dead. 
Author Recommendations:
A complex story with twists and turns requires a variety of scenes.
Spotlights can be used to indicate change of scene instead of changing a whole set.
Settings suggested can be quickly adapted by an artistic director to become a spectacular movie.  
Actors are already larger than life and quite comical; some of the dialogue is humorous, no disrespect intended. 
I have used the along with the text [ [originally sourced Bible ] for some verification of dates and information. 
Part of this play (ladies quarters) has been rehearsed by a ladies group, with much laughter.(R1)
In a smaller theatrical group, Actors can enjoy playing two or three characters each.  
Author Qualifications: Marie Seltenrych 29August, 2025
(Bachelor of Ministries attained at Malyon College, Brookside, Brisbane, 2004;
Certificate of Acting
Brendan Smith Academy, 1969
 
Producer/actor in Dublin, Ireland - Melba Players Canberra/Producer of stage plays in Maryborough/Gladstone/Margate, Qld- 1969 - 2009
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cast in order of appearance: 
Main Characters:(6) 
King, Queen Vashti, Queen Esther (Hadassah) , Mordecai,￼[image: Image] Haman, Haman’s wife Zeresh. 
Supporting cast: 14  Advisers & princes 10 Maids; Caleb the Chronicler 
(Combine and reduced in number as director requires) 
 
King Ahasuerus (Xerxes) 
Princes: (7)
Mehuman,
Biztha 
Harbona, 
Bigtha, 
Abaghta, 
Zethar 
Carcas;
Advisers: (7)
Carshena
Shethar 
Admatha 
Tarshish 
Meres 
Marsena 
Memucan 
(Servants) 2 or 3 or more 
(Musicians on harps, flutes, drums) 
Acrobats to do cartwheels: (2 or 3)
Queen Vashti and (10 private maids)
Marri (personal grooming maid)
Messi 
Karu (bedtime maid)
Bevi
Olli
Ohilibah
Weeni
Tinni
Genna
Rutaz 
Mordecai (the Jew) 
Hadassah (a young Jewish girl) (Esther)
Hegai (Eunuch preparing virgins)
Bighana (criminal)
Teresh (criminal)
Haman (destroyer)
Caleb: Chronicler
Rex (friend of Haman)
Hero (friend of Haman) 
Zeresh (Haman’s wife) 
Imga (seer) 
Artabanus (friend of Haman)
Harbona (hangman)
Hathach (Eunuch)
Extras:  (As many as you wish: 2 - 5 for stage production; up to 1,000 if making a movie.)
 
Act 1 - 3 scenes
Stage setting: The King’s quarters: 
Scene 1
 Music playing to suit Persia around 485 464B Bible
Elaborate curtains in blue and white with purple ribbons attached to silver pillars. Mosaic art work on backdrop; marbled tiled courtyard leading to gardens; red, blue and gold paintings; couches of gold, silver with porphyry sparkling crystals such as mother of pearl etc. Large Wine urns around room. In other words, very elaborate and ornate. 
King Ahasuerus (Xerxes) with his senior princes: Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abaghta, Zethar and Carcas; his advisers: Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena and Memucan – seven of the most highly regarded. Servants are fanning the king and princes with huge fans. They are also seen to be cleaning up as though a celebration is concluded.
Prince Mehuman: (Read Scroll:) For a time past of 180 days, His Majesty, King Ahasuerus has displayed the vast wealth of his great kingdom; its splendor and glory and his own glory by inviting all the nobles, military leaders and important people to enjoy his vast wealth and great kingdom. All have been treated with the utmost favour and respect; all have wined and dined with the great King Ahasuerus himself (Fold scroll and bow to king.) Oh, King, you are the greatest in all the earth; and gracious. (All stand up and bow to king.)
King: (Relax and be proud.) Yes; that is true, every word. I have shown the nobles of this world how wonderful I am; given them six months of celebrations to share my wealth and great power. I have made this kingdom great; now it is over! (Look alarmed) What is there to do in life besides celebrating or going to war; building monuments or, (look very happy), enjoying my wives?
(All snicker as King snickers.)
Mehuman: Oh, King, may I suggest that you continue to show your great goodness and power by having special celebrations for all your personal nobles and best of your servants. That would truly show your graciousness to even your humble servants and everything will run smoothly in your kingdom…
King: What is your advice, wise men and princes of Persia?
(Princes huddle together and advisers huddle together in each side of the room)
King: What are you all whispering together? Time up. I need suggestions now; otherwise my irritation will flare up.
Prince Mehuman: (Bow low before the king.) Oh, Gracious Majestic King Ahasuerus, we honour you.
King: Please go on, Mehuman; what is your suggestion?
Mehuman: We suggest, oh great king over all the 127 provinces of this vast world…
King: Muhuman, if you don’t come up with a suggestion in one moment your head shall have a noose around it; then you may suggest something, yes?
Mehuman: (Rub neck) For all your personal nobles, vassals and servants, Oh, King; a private congratulatory event for a full seven days, celebrating the success you have made in all the world and even in your own palace.
King: What do the wise advisers say?
(Push Carshena forward.)
Carshena: Your Majesty: (bow), we suggest that every servant should have his fill of wine, whatever he desires for a full seven days; yes, a full seven days, night and day, day and night, for that time of seven…; (he looks for help by waving his hands behind his back).
Shethar: (Push him forward) …This will display your graciousness to all, whether great or small; show that you are truly the most generous and abundant king in the whole earth. 
King: But, if the nobles and servants are having a banquet, who will serve them?
Admatha: (Push forward); Your Majesty, they shall serve each other, whatever they desire…
Tarshish: …Yes, Your Majesty, this will be a unique occasion in all the kingdoms of the earth, to display your magnificent generosity.
King: I am sure it will be; yes, it is a good idea. The Queen must do likewise with her maids and servants.
Princes and Advisers: What a wonderful idea! Unique idea, what a wonderful mind you have Oh, King.￼[image: Image]
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
King: Yes, I do have great ideas; that’s why I’m the king. Now let us celebrate the palace nobles and servants banquet; I mean now! 
(Advisers rush to give orders to servants around to bring wine, food and seating for special guests. Within a few minutes Musicians and acrobats enter.)
King: (Stand.) (All fall to the floor). I command everyone to enjoy themselves in a unique way: drink and eat whatever you wish for the next seven days and seven nights; you are my pleasure. (Sit on golden couch padded with blue, red and gold cushions; party begins.)
Scene 2:
Stage directions: Dim lights, blackout for one or two minutes; lights up. Everyone is lying around, quite drunk. Dancers are falling over each other. King is slouched on couch; servant is fanning him and drinking, quite wobbly. 
King: (Wake up. Roar): The Queen! I want to see my Queen. Vashti; Vashti, where are you?
Mehuman: Your Majesty, shall we fetch her?
King: Yes, do that! At once; she is the most beautiful woman in the land; I must see her; you must see her beautiful form; (makes a female form with his hands, everyone goes, aah). Order her to come now.
Mehuman: Come on you lot; we’ve got to get the Queen. (Harbona, Biztha, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar and Carcas leave in drunken state, Carcas and Zethar protest for a moment￼[image: Image] but give in. Exit SR.)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scene 3
Queen’s quarters (backdrop can remain the same, with a nylon curtain over back garden area entrance or some of the entrance covered to appear as different perspective of same scene). 
Curtain from US to DS on one portion of stage to act as entry into quarters; audience can see actors; a sheer curtain can also be used DS with just enough room for walkway and tight scenes. 
Women are reclining on couches in main room: Vashti is seated on a throne with cushions; Marri is nearest the Queen; Bevi, Olli, Ohilibah, Weenie, Tinni, Genna, Rutaz, Hetta are reclining, drinking and eating grapes. Messi is off SL
Queen Vashti: I have not seen my husband the king for many days now.
Marri: (Picking up a calendar). Exactly 197 days since Your Majesty was called to the king’s bedchamber.
Vashti: Thank you, Marri, for reminding me of how long it has been! (Screw up face). You don’t imagine the king is tired of my beauty do you?
Marri: (Bow.) Your Majesty is the most beautiful woman in the whole land of Persia, Drangiana, Babylonia, Media, Parthia, Sogdiana, Bactria; none are as witty, as fat… I mean rounded to accommodate forthcoming prince; being with child becomes your complexion, Queen Vashti.
Vashti: Enough! Did you say I was fat?
Marri: (Terrified.) I meant fat…igued with child.
Vashti: You are a very smart woman Marri; this time you got away with it; if you have one more slip of the tongue it will be snip, snap, off with your tongue! 
Marri: (Almost faint.) Your will be done! May I retire for a moment?
Vashti: No! You may not. Remain with me until the celebrations are ended, hopefully very soon.
Messi: (Enter through curtain SL, bow.)
(Mehuman and Biztha, fall down, drunk in small entrance area.)
Your Majesty, His Royal Highness, King Ahasuerus has requested that his queen comes into his palace to the banquet: to display her beauty before his honoured guests.
Vashti: (Sit up straight.) Shall the beautiful camel be displayed to the hordes? 
Messi: No, Your Majesty, he didn’t want the camel; he wants to feast his eyes on your body to behold your beauty, that’s what he said.
Vashti: (Stand up: we can see she is very pregnant – all ladies stand up when Queen stands, bow until she says they can stop bowing.)
Messi: Your Majesty, I didn’t realize: you look so hu…humble.
Vashti: Never mind. I know that I’m huge: it’s probably a prince; (pat tummy) I am certainly not displaying myself to those lewd men in their drunken state; they have been going seven days and seven nights without stopping; I know we have done the same, but with fresh grape juice, not fermented and the other abominable potent stuff they call, “ale go holigal”. Are any of them sober? 
Stand up woman; you lot, stop showing me the backs of your necks; they all need a good scrubbing at the pools; especially behind your ears.
Seven ladies: (Heads up.)  Yes, Your Majesty. 
Messi: Biztha the Eunuch said they were all very merry; some are sick…
Vashti: They are sick of their king? Off with their sick heads…
Messi: No, Your Majesty, sick with the ‘ale go holigal’…
Vashti: (Almost faint). I feel sick thinking about them.
(Ladies reach out to catch her if she falls.)
Vashti: Karu, please take me to my bedchamber…
Karu: (Bow.)
Vashti: Stop bowing, Karu.
Karu: Yes: Your Majesty; shall I get a bowl for your vomit?
Vashti: No, I’m holding on until morning. I heard you have only morning sickness during a confinement, so that is my new edict in the kingdom! I will be sick in the mornings. Now Messi, tell Biztha that I will not display myself in any vulgar fashion before a horde of drunken lewd males and others; I refuse to come, absolutely. 
Messi: But, Your Majesty, the king will be most mad, wild, growling like a lion. He may even be mad with me!
Vashti: Messi, are you defying my command? I will never relinquish my rights to remain a beautiful warrior to the whole world. Conqueror of men because of my ravishing beauty; I do not wish to be seen in my condition. 
Messi: But the king is big, and powerful. (Shake.)
Vashti: Shall I send you to the gallows? I command you to tell the king, that I definitely will not adhere to his request.
(Messi: exit into small area where Mehuman and Biztha are snoring; try to wake them – mime voices only here as play progresses.)
Vashti: Now I must away to my bedchamber to rest. Karu, please get me a drink of Susa Hot Chocolate; full fat to suit my condition. (Leave SR as ladies bow.) 
Bevi: The old girl is in trouble now.
Olli: He won’t stand for this. I think she will lose her…
Ohlibah: Baby!
Olli: No, her head! I’ve been here such a long time that I’m no longer a child; I’ve seen some strange things around here; heads rolling, people hanged; put in the fire; fed to the lions; not very good bedtime stories, I can tell you that…
Weeni: I remember when the king got married. It was so beautiful with all those men carrying him in the serving tray.
Tinni: Weenie, that wasn’t a serving tray, that was a porta-chariot; you were so young then.
Weeni: I remember I was very young; too young to remember being young.
Genna: When are we going to get a husband? They seem to have forgotten that we’ve been locked away with this… dragon…I mean good woman; we need husbands before we’re past it! I need a husband for me; all I see are Eunuchs. 
Rutaz: Watch yourself Genna; these walls have ears; in fact they are only
Lights fade    
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