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The setup

[image: ]


It was April Fool’s the following year. Nathanial had spent the past year racking his brains to plan a move for this year’s April Fool’s celebrations. 

His best friends, Vijay and Ron, after becoming victim to Nathanial’s devious pranks throughout the years, had finally got back at him last year. They had left him feeling stunned and a bit embarrassed outside the restaurant on that day. Nathanial had been angry at himself- how could he have believed his friends? But that anger quickly dissipated into glee as Nathanial remembered that April Fool’s came every year; and surely, he would devise another charade for next year. This time, Nathanial was more confident than he had ever been. He was sure that his friends would trust him enough to fall into his trap- again.

This year, April Fool’s fell on a Saturday, at the weekend. There was no school that day, which meant that Nathanial had to plan how he was going to organise his friends together for the joke. 

In the week leading up to the famed celebration of jokes, pranks, and laughter; at school, Nathanial had been telling his best friends that it was his older cousin’s 23rd birthday at the weekend. He didn’t inform them that the birthday coincided with April Fool’s. 

It was a warm, spring day and Vijay and Ron were kicking ball in the school playground. Nathanial jogged up to them to talk to them. 

“Look who’s here,” Vijay snickered, after receiving the ball from Ron. Vijay kicked the football back to Ron.

Ron stopped the ball with his foot. “Our very own prankster! Nathanial, have you applied to the Guinness World Record yet?”

Nathanial sighed. Since his debacle outside the restaurant last April Fool’s, his friends hadn’t at all missed the opportunity to taunt him.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Whose birthday?
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Nathanial spoke. “Guys, as I’ve been trying to tell you, it’s my older cousin’s birthday this weekend, on Saturday. He’s turning 23, and he is throwing a huge party. I’ve invited you guys to it.”

Vijay and Ron stopped playing with the ball and gave Nathanial their full attention.

“Really? We’re invited to... an actual adult party?” It was clear that Vijay was excited. The trio of friends had never done anything beyond what was normal for a teenager at their age. Vijay could already start to imagine what the party would be like. 

Nathanial had dropped the bait, and now it was time to reel the catch in. 

“Yep, a full birthday party. My cousin isn’t sparing any expenses. There is also an afterparty,” Nathanial boasted.

“An afterparty as well! That’s really cool! We are actually invited, right?” Ron was smiling.

Nathanial started reeling his catch in. 

“Yes, of course. You are my best friends, who else would I invite?” 

“Alright!” Ron thumped Nathanial on his shoulder playfully.

At that moment, the bell rang- signalling the end of break and the start of the next lesson. The three friends trudged their way back to class.

Nathanial couldn’t help but smile quietly to himself as he envisioned the rest of his plan unfolding.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

After school
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That day, when Nathanial came home from school, he finished his dinner and homework as quickly as was humanly possible. He was becoming a little obsessed with this new April Fool’s prank; he desperately wanted it to be executed well. It was going to be something that he and his friends would remember for years to come. 

Skipping television, he texted his friends to remind them to come to his cousin’s party on Saturday. Then Nathanial let his cousin know that he would be bringing some guests to the birthday celebration. His older cousin didn’t mind as he wanted his event to be as big as possible. 
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