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			“Featuring photographs taken during visits to the Panama Canal Zone, Monaco, Northern Ireland, Singapore, and other places, Dr. Mount provides a perspective on factors that have shaped and continue to shape the modern world.”

			Dr. Michael Stevenson, Lakehead University.

			“A traveller and keen observer, Dr. Mount takes us with him to see changing places through an historian’s lens.”

			Dr. Daryl White, Northwestern Polytechnic.

			“This book offers fascinating insight and pictures of various locations and historical events. It’s like having a tour guide take you through moments of conflict and change. I couldn’t put it down once I started it.”

			Dr. Jason Zorbas, University of Saskatchewan.
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			INTRODUCTION

			As a university professor who for decades taught a course in 20th century world history, I had many opportunities to travel to interesting places across the globe, many of them in the process of transition. Two decades of retirement have provided additional opportunities. Many of the places visited had undergone or soon would undergo major changes. What they had been, they might well not remain.

			While traveling, I took photographs—sometimes of scenes that were about to disappear, might soon vanish, or have since disappeared. Other books that specialize in the places mentioned can offer deeper insights into the history and problems of those places, but this book offers pictures not readily available to readers across the English-speaking world. It offers sufficient commentary that readers should understand the context surrounding the pictures.

			The first chapter deals with Aberdeen, Scotland’s third-largest city. In October 1989, residents of Aberdeen held a festival in honour of Bishop William Elphinstone (1431-1514). Late in the 15th century, Bishop Elphinstone received the necessary permission from Pope Alexander VI (1492-1503) and Scottish King James IV (r. 1488-1513) to establish the University of Aberdeen, one of the oldest in what is now the United Kingdom. Aberdonians in period costume recreated scenes that showed what life could have been like in the time of Bishop Elphinstone. Until then, Scotland had been a European backwater. The Elphinstone period foreshadowed the Reformation and the Enlightenment, which changed the world as Scots migrated.

			The second chapter deals with Costa Rica and its most recent dispute with its troublesome neighbour, Nicaragua. It describes Nicaragua’s 2010 invasion of Costa Rican territory, explains why it happened, and discusses some of the consequences. Boundaries did not change, but Nicaraguans left a mess, and Costa Rican nationalism intensified.

			The third chapter deals with Ephesus, a city familiar to readers of the Christian Bible. St. Paul evangelized there, and the New Testament includes his Epistle (letter) to the Ephesians as one of its books. Ephesus might be the best-reserved and best-restored city mentioned in the Bible, or, for that matter, located anywhere around the Mediterranean Sea. Tourists can and do admire the Colosseum in Rome and the Acropolis in Athens, but Rome and Athens continue to thrive as modern cities. Ephesus really does give the impression of stepping back in time.

			The fourth chapter focuses on Hungary during the summer of 1989, one of the most consequential years in the last two centuries of European history. That year marked the end of Communist governments in Bulgaria, East Germany, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland, and Romania. In the spring of 1989, Hungarian authorities dismantled the barbed wire that separated Hungary from Austria. By the time I went to Budapest in August, Hungarians were preparing for their first real multi-party election since November 1945. (Communists had arranged a “multi-party” election on 31 August 1947, after which they claimed victory.)

			The fifth chapter focuses on Melilla, a small Spanish enclave in North Africa, surrounded by Morocco on three sides and the Mediterranean Sea on the fourth. When Spain succumbed to the pressures of decolonization in the late 20th century, it managed to retain Ceuta (another enclave) and Melilla. Pictures illustrate the survival of a corner of Spain and the challenges and opportunities which come from neighbouring Morocco. For the moment, Melilla survives, but is it living on borrowed time?

			The sixth chapter deals with what many may consider a European anachronism, the Principality of Monaco. Like Melilla, tiny Monaco is surrounded on three sides by another country and bordered by the Mediterranean Sea. While not as different from France as Melilla is from Morocco, Monaco is distinct. French revolutionaries annexed it in 1793, but it regained its independence in 1815. If the ruling family fails to produce an heir, Monaco will revert to France. The pictures illustrate Monaco in 1989, during the reign of the well-known Prince Ranier III (r.1949-2005), husband of Grace Kelly.

			The seventh and longest chapter reviews the horrors of Northern Ireland, and it includes two sets of pictures, the first from 1989 and the second from 2006. From 1969 to 1998, Northern Ireland was the scene of a conflict known as “The Troubles” between Irish Nationalists (largely Roman Catholic), who wanted Northern Ireland to become part of the Republic of Ireland, and Loyalists (largely Protestant), who wanted Northern Ireland to remain part of the United Kingdom. Pictures illustrate the Irish battlefields and political scenes in 1989, at the height of the violence, and in 2006, eight years after the Good Friday Agreement of 1998 and one year after the Irish Republican Army renounced violence. Hopefully, from these pages, readers are better able to judge whether The Troubles were a war, as the IRA claimed, or a serious crime wave, as argued by British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher (1979-1990).

			Of all the places discussed in these pages—perhaps with the exception of Odesa/Odessa (Chapter 8)—Northern Ireland is the most likely to experience significant changes within the lifetimes of most readers of this book. When the dust settles, successive generations may wonder what all the fuss was about. Why could such similar adversaries hate each other with such intensity? Hopefully, Chapter 7 will provide some clarification.

			The eighth chapter deals with Odesa, often spelled Odessa, on Ukraine’s Black Sea coast. The pictures were taken in 2014, weeks after Russian President Vladimir Putin seized and annexed Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula. At the time of writing (1 February 2025), Odesa remains intact, but given Putin’s 2022 invasion of Ukraine and the accompanying destructive violence, pictures like these may serve as reminders of what was, not of what is.

			The ninth chapter deals with a political entity that no longer exists, the Panama Canal Zone. The United States occupied the Canal Zone in 1903 and did not complete its withdrawal until 31 December 1999. The pictures, taken in 1968, show the Canal Zone and the Republic of Panama at a time when the two were distinct and hostile political entities. Since the integration of the Canal Zone into Panama, Panamanian governments have used revenue generated by fees from ships using the Panama Canal to modernize Panama, which no longer looks like what appears in these pictures. At the time of writing (1 February 2025), US President Donald Trump has accused Panamanian authorities of overcharging and has threatened to retake the Canal Zone.

			The tenth chapter deals with two places in Romania: the Village Museum near Bucharest, the capital city, and Constanza on the Black Sea coast. Nicolae Ceaușescu, Romanian dictator from 1965 until 1989, forbade picture-taking at Bucharest’s Village Museum, perhaps because there, as elsewhere, he wanted to erase memories of his country’s past. Happily, in 1980, I managed to smuggle a few for readers of this book to examine. Constanza’s Museum of Archeology and History contains artifacts and documents from 3000 years of human activity, and in 2014, authorities permitted tourists to take pictures. Constanza had the name Tomis until the fourth century, and while tourists flock to Rome and Athens, they are not nearly as familiar with Tomis/Constanza.

			The eleventh chapter deals with Singapore in February 1942. Until then, British authorities regarded Singapore as the Asian Gibraltar, an impregnable fortress, but the British army surrendered to Japanese invaders almost without a fight. Like Winston Churchill, the British Prime Minister at the time, historians still have questions.1 Did the British commander do Singaporeans and his soldiers a favour by accepting the inevitable without bloodshed, or could he have mounted effective resistance? Pictures in this chapter reconstruct events of February 1945.

			The twelfth chapter deals with the Polish city of Wroclaw—until 1945, the German city of Breslau—one of the world’s most dramatic examples of ethnic cleansing. When US President Franklin Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and Soviet leader Joseph Stalin met at Tehran late in 1943, and again at Yalta in February 1945, they agreed that defeated Germany would forfeit all its territory east of the Oder and Neisse Rivers. Most of those lands, including Breslau, would become Polish territory; this would partially compensate Poland for the loss of lands east of the River Bug, which the Soviet Union was seizing from Poland. Those lands included the city of Lvov, now Lviv. Over the next few months, Soviets expelled ethnic Poles from Lvov, and some of those expelled replaced those Germans who had not already fled from Breslau. Pictures will demonstrate the aftermath.

			The thirteenth and final chapter, about Point Roberts, a political/geographical oddity in the State of Washington south of Vancouver, British Columbia, demonstrates that one need not travel to distant continents to find places in transition. The unusual situation of Point Roberts has created challenges and opportunities. In the immediate aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic of the early 2020s, Point Roberts faces serious challenges that time may or may not rectify.

			A word about place names, some of them controversial, is in order. Irish nationalists refer to Northern Ireland’s second-largest city as “Derry”, but the official name since Northern Ireland’s separation from Ireland in 1921 has been “Londonderry.” I have used the official name, as with Lvov (now Lviv) and Breslau/Wroclaw—the names they had when the events described took place. Romania’s port on the Black Sea often appears as “Constanta”, with a tail on the second “t”. As it is pronounced Constanza, I have used that spelling.

			With rare exceptions, I was the photographer. The exceptions are identified.

			Most scholarly books, of course, are replete with words, both text and references (endnotes and/or footnotes). This one, although prepared by a professor, endeavours to keep both to a minimum. The idea is to let the pictures speak for themselves. Each chapter deals with scenes or places that have disappeared or which may disappear, usually amid controversy. The idea is to show readers the evidence as much as possible and let them draw their own conclusions.

			

			
				
					1	Winston S. Churchill, The Hinge of Fate (Toronto: Allen, 1950), 92-107.

				

			

		

	
		
			CHAPTER 1

			ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND, IN THE LATE 15th Century

			Along with other members of my family, I spent my third sabbatical from Laurentian University (July 1989-July 1990) travelling around the world. Some stories from that sabbatical have appeared in an earlier book of mine, Adventures along Borders, published by Black Rose Press of Montreal in 2009. We spent the month of October in Scotland, partly because a friend in Stranraer offered us shelter while I travelled back and forth to the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland in preparation for Chapter 7 of this book, and partly because Professor Rhodri Jeffreys-Jones at the University of Edinburgh was assisting me with research on Canada’s role in the Spanish-American War of 1898.2 After fulfilling commitments at the University of Edinburgh, my younger son Andrew (age 11) and I went to Aberdeen, birthplace of my mother in 1910 and her home until 1924.

			Map below: https//www.highlandtitles.com/blog/maps-of-scotland

			[image: ]

			In October 1989, residents of Aberdeen, Scotland’s third-largest city, held a festival in honour of Bishop William Elphinstone (1431-1514). Late in the 15th century, Bishop Elphinstone received the necessary permission from Pope Alexander VI (1492-1503) and Scottish King James IV (r. 1488-1513) to establish the University of Aberdeen, one of the oldest in what is now the United Kingdom. Aberdonians in period costume recreated scenes that showed what life could have been like in the time of Bishop Elphinstone, who clearly remains an Aberdonian hero.

			Below: Bishop William Elphinstone (1431-1514), courtesy Robert L. Mackie, A Short History of Scotland (London: Oxford University Press, 1952), 185.
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			Indeed, Bishop Elphinstone enjoyed fame and influence well beyond Aberdeen. In 1930, Scottish historian Robert L. Mackie wrote a classic, A Short History of Scotland, reprinted four times before World War II and then in a revised form multiple times thereafter. Mackie described Elphinstone as “one of the greatest jurists and statesmen in Europe.” Mackie regarded Elphinstone as “the wisest” of the counsellors of King James III (r. 1460-1488).3 He also continued as an adviser to King James IV (r.1488-1513) and founded the University of Aberdeen in 1495.

			Alas! James IV did not always accept Elphinstone’s advice. In 1513, the threat of war loomed between Scotland’s traditional ally (France) and Scotland’s traditional enemy (England). Elphinstone advised James IV to remain neutral. Scottish interests were not at stake, and James had no brothers and only a one-year-old son. If James IV were killed in battle, the Scotland which Elphinstone had done so much to develop could lapse into chaos. James IV disregarded the bishop’s advice and died in battle.

			The next pictures illustrate a recreation of Elphinstone’s Aberdeen.
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			The Aberdonian exhibition included a juggler, who provided a credible insight into 15th-century entertainment, but the unicyclist may be an anachronism. At least he dressed in period clothing.
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			Mediaeval Scotland had been a violent place, and Reformation Scotland was a religiously intolerant one. Half a century after Bishop Elphinstone, John Knox, leader of the movement which converted Lowland Scots to Presbyterianism, thought that Roman Catholics deserved the death penalty.4 On the other hand, John Knox promoted literacy. Knox wanted Presbyterians to read the Bible.5 Perhaps he did not foresee that once they could read the Bible, they could read anything. Happily, the Enlightenment period (roughly the 18th century) transformed Scotland, and Scots became leaders in business and commerce, engineering, government, and professions around the globe.6 Scottish universities deserve credit for the Scottish Enlightenment, and Bishop Elphinstone deserves credit for one of Scotland’s major universities. Elphinstone really was an agent of change.

			

			
				
					2	The research subsequently appeared as chapters in two books: Graeme S. Mount, “The secret operations of Spanish consular officials within Canada during the Spanish-American war,” in Rhodri Jeffreys-Jones and Andrew Lownie (editors), North American Spies (Edinburgh: University of Edinburgh Press, 1991), 31-48; Graeme S. Mount, Canada’s Enemies: Spies and Spying in the Peaceable Kingdom (Toronto: Dundurn, 1993), 1-11.

				

				
					3	Robert L. Mackie, A Short History of Scotland (London: Oxford University Press, 1952), 175 and 178.

				

				
					4	Neil Oliver, A History of Scotland (London: Weidenfeld & Nicholson, 2009), 185.

				

				
					5	Oliver. A History, 277-278.

				

				
					6	T.M. Devine, To the Ends of the Earth: Scotland’s Global Diaspora, 1750-2010 ((Washington: Smithsonian, 2011); see also Arthur Herman, How the Scots Invented the Modern World: The True Story of How Western Europe’s Poorest Nation Created Our World and Everything in It (New York: Three Rivers Press, 2001).

				

			

		

	
		
			CHAPTER 2

			COSTA RICA REACTS TO A NICARAGUAN INVASION (2012)

			Nicaragua’s 2010 military invasion of neighbouring Costa Rica did not provoke the kind of global attention comparable to what the post-Cold War world demonstrated when Serbia attacked Kosovo in 1999 or when Russia invaded Ukraine in 2014 and 2022. Although Nicaragua had become an ally of Putin’s Russia and Costa Rica was one of Latin America’s strongest democracies, the parties were too small for global attention. Yet, what was happening mattered. (1) An authoritarian country invaded a democracy. (2) Costa Rica solved the problem by non-violent means.

			Relations between Costa Rica and Nicaragua had long been problematic.7 Along with Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras, both had been part of the Viceroyalty of New Spain, centered in Mexico City. When Mexico achieved independence in 1821, they remained part of Mexico for two years, until 1823, when they seceded to form the Republic of Central America, whose capital was Guatemala City. In 1838, the Republic of Central America disintegrated, but the five successor states lacked clearly defined boundaries. Costa Rica claimed the land, including what is now its province of Guanacaste, extending as far north as the Río San Juan.

			In 1858, negotiators from both countries, José Maria Cañas from Costa Rica and Máximo Jerez from Nicaragua, reached a compromise. By the terms of the Cañas-Jerez Treaty, Guanacaste would henceforth be Costa Rican, but the entire Río San Juan would be Nicaraguan. The border would not run down the middle of the river or at the
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