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			Praise for

			Your Guide to the Apocalypse

			
			“Pastor Matt Hagee has done it again! Your Guide to the Apocalypse faces the hard biblical truth of how Christians need to respond to the world. The Bible is specific about how the end times will look, and Pastor Matt provides a clear road map for the church and followers of Christ. I am thankful for this book, as it is one of a kind.”

			—PASTOR MATTHEW BARNETT, co-founder of The Dream Center and New York Times best-selling author of The Cause Within You

			“In a world where feelings and opinions are held in higher esteem than truth, it is easy to get lost in the false prophecies and confusion. Pastor Matt Hagee calls attention to the one reliable truth—God’s Word—and provides an easy-to-follow, factual guide to help us navigate these tumultuous days.”

			—DAVID BARTON, founder of WallBuilders

			“Pastor Matt Hagee explains how developments in governments, technology, and world events are connected to and fulfilling biblical prophecy.”

			—JENTEZEN FRANKLIN, senior pastor of Free Chapel and New York Times best-selling author
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				To my grandparents: Rev. William Bythel Hagee and Mrs. Vada Swick Hagee

				—

				Your love for God and His Word is the soil that our family tree is planted in. From the roots of your lives, your descendants have branched out to touch the nations of the world with the gospel of Jesus Christ. For all that you did that remained unseen—for the sacrifices you made, the legacy you left, and those you won to Christ—today I rise up and call you blessed. This work is dedicated in honor of all that you both meant to me.

			

		

	
		
			
			
				
				Foreword

				The world is fascinated with the future of planet Earth. The rich and powerful are digging underground cities, looking over their shoulders at the possibility of a nuclear mushroom cloud on the horizon. Average citizens are stocking up on dehydrated foods, water supplies, and weapons for the world tomorrow.

				Will Russia once again become the mighty USSR? Will Iran attack Israel with new superweapons made possible by America’s $150 billion gift? Will there be a major terrorist attack on America?

				Will Israel be ready for the coming war in the Middle East? Will North Korea launch an intercontinental ballistic missile targeted for New York City? Will the global financial markets crash, leaving the world swimming in absolute poverty?

				Matthew Hagee has taken the prophetic road map provided by Daniel, Jesus of Nazareth, and John the Revelator to show us the world tomorrow. Your Guide to the Apocalypse is a page-turner that fully explains how the world as we know it will end!

				—John Hagee

				Author of Four Blood Moons and Jerusalem Countdown
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			The Unveiling of a Mystery

			
				Behold, I tell you a mystery.

				—1 Corinthians 15:51

			

			Imagine you are at a trade show and the latest designs in your industry are on display all over the showroom floor. As usual at these events, the executives, engineers, and salespeople from each company have done all they can to distinguish for the buyers why their new design, new product, or latest innovation should be preferred over the competition’s. But there’s something different at this trade show.

			In the center of the showroom is a massive curtain hung in a circle, stretching from ceiling to floor, so that it hides one of the offerings. The huge veil is too thick to see through, and guards are stationed all around it to prevent anyone from lifting it up and sneaking a peek at what awaits on the other side. The room is buzzing about this display. Everyone is curious about the revelation that is to come. They are all speculating without any real clue, because none of them has been on the other side.

			Some guess that whatever is hiding behind the curtain is nothing impressive, and they attempt to convince others of their view. They go so far as to accuse anyone who does not agree with them of being ignorant and closed-minded. While they have no understanding of what’s behind the curtain, they are committed to claiming it’s a hoax.

			
			Others carry on about how awesome this mystery must be. They imagine what is about to be unveiled. They hypothesize about how you can gain access to the product and who you need to know to get in. They are better meaning than the skeptics, but at the same time, they do not possess any more knowledge than the first group. They have not been on the other side of the veil, but at least they are willing to believe that something is really there.

			Suddenly, while the crowd presses in closer to the mysterious curtain, someone touches your shoulder and motions for you to follow him. Cutting a path through the crowd, he takes you to the other side. A guard steps aside to let the two of you pass. Then your guide leads you to the curtain, separates it where the edges meet, and pulls back one side to reveal to you what everyone else is wondering about. There it is!

			This, in effect, is what the Bible does for those who study biblical prophecy. It pulls back the curtain, revealing what others are merely speculating about and struggling with regarding what will happen when the world as we know it comes to an end. The word apocalypse comes from the Greek language and refers to “an unveiling.” Just as in our example about someone unveiling the hidden trade-show display to you, so Scripture unveils the mystery of the end times.

			And isn’t the fate of the world something you’d like to know about?

			Even more important, don’t you think you ought to understand what you need to do to be ready for what is to come?

			
				
				THE ABSOLUTE TRUTH

				We live in a world that offers several options displayed on the show floor about how we should live. More so than at any other time in history, whatever we choose to do or not do, be or not be, identify with or detest, anything goes! The issue that some choose to ignore and others face in their own way is this large, heavy curtain that is in front of all of us. Call it the end times, the apocalypse, the last days, or anything else you please—it’s there. All of history has led up to this moment, and the entire world and heaven above are awaiting its unveiling.

				What is crucial is choosing the correct source of information about what lies ahead. We need a reliable guide, like the man in my story who escorted you to the curtain and pulled it aside. The one and only reliable guide is the Holy Scriptures.

				In a world where people take for granted that there are no absolutes, the Bible is in reality the absolute truth. This book I have written will demonstrate the Bible’s prophetic accuracy when describing the events that would occur in world history long before they ever happened. Therefore, the Bible is not just in the ballpark; it is absolutely on target. We can trust it when it comes to deciding what major world events will happen next.

				Several parts of the Bible refer to the end times. Let’s consider a few of the passages in the Bible that let us know what truths God is revealing:

				
					• The disciples received an unveiling when they asked Christ, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3). Christ went on to speak about the events that would be happening to the Jewish people and the nation of Israel from the first century until what is known as the Great Tribulation.

					
					• The apostle Paul received an unveiling that he shared in his writings to the church of Corinth: “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed” (1 Corinthians 15:51–52). He mentioned the same revelation to the church in Thessalonica, to whom he wrote, “We who are alive and remain shall be caught up together…in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air” (1 Thessalonians 4:17). This word picture is describing what is known as the Rapture, when Jesus returns to claim His followers and remove them from the earth before a time of judgment.

					• The apostle John, on the isle of Patmos, experienced an unveiling that he recorded in the first chapter of the book of Revelation: “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice” (verse 10). That voice was the voice of the Alpha and Omega—Jesus Christ—who presented to John an unveiling of what must take place.

				

				By reading and studying such texts, we seize the opportunity to understand what others can only wonder about. What an amazing privilege it is to have this foresight!

				Right now, the leading governments of the world are engaged in a massive power struggle. It involves military strength and strategy, economic influence, and diplomatic policy. Coercion, sanctions, and plain old schoolyard bullying are going on. Why? Because they all desperately want to be the first to know who is going to dominate the world as the next global superpower. China, Russia, Iran, Europe, and the United States are speculating about a matter that was settled long ago.

				
				If you take the time to study Bible prophecy, then you know that the curtain has already been pulled back. You have been given a clear glimpse of what is now only slowly being leaked by the major news outlets of our day.

				Why is Russia in the Middle East? Why is the United States struggling to recover its once-dominant position in the world? Why is Iran chanting, “Death to America” and “Death to Israel”? And why is the U.S. State Department giving the Iranians billions of dollars to create nuclear weapons and fund terrorism? Why, at times like these, are people more concerned about the Wi-Fi password at their local coffee shop than they are about the rise of ISIS and the failure of the world’s response to radical Islamic jihad?

				Why is all of this going on in the world? Some say it’s random. Others want to blame failed policies, political trends, or cultural shifts. But the absolute truth is that the Word of God spelled out these details, letter by letter and line for line, centuries before we found them trending on Twitter.

				When there is no natural answer to be found, then the best place to search is in the supernatural resource of Scripture, and the facts lie in the unveiling of what has become known as the apocalypse.

			

			
				UNVEILED

				In the pages that follow, it is my intention to introduce you to truth. There are certainly more in-depth studies that fully explain every detail and aspect of the prophetic, historical, and cultural indicators surrounding the end times and the apocalypse. My purpose is to connect some major concepts at the surface, not take you all the way through the entirety of its content in one work. I’ve also recorded some of my teaching on video, which you can find at  Jhm.org/apocalypse, to give you further insight into how prophecy ties to current events.

				
				I believe the easiest way to grasp the complex is to keep it simple, and the simple truth is that we are the generation that will see the return of Jesus Christ. To prove it, I will present three major prophetic and historical arenas as the focus of this book. These arenas were 98 percent prophecy and 2 percent historical fact when first written on scrolls, but now, centuries later, they are reversed—98 percent are history and the 2 percent left is the moment that generations have been waiting for.

				The three unveilings that we will consider are the following:

				First, we will look at the writings of Daniel when he gave the interpretation to King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, and then later to a vision he received from the Lord. Both give an exact account of the powers that would rule the world, from the days of Babylon to the global struggle of nations at the United Nations today. Daniel didn’t miss one detail, and the portion of his vision that hasn’t come to pass describes a King and a kingdom for which there will be no end.

				Then there is the answer that Jesus Christ gave to His disciples before His arrest and crucifixion. They asked Him, “What will be the sign of Your coming?” (Matthew 24:3). His answer gave an exact description of what would happen to the Jewish people and the nation of Israel from AD 70, when Titus conquered Jerusalem, until we see “the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:30). Christ was so precise that we can track the events of history for the last two thousand years and see how every word has come to pass thus far. We can also see how the events that have not yet come to pass are about to happen.

				
				The final unveiling comes from the first chapters of the book of Revelation. John had a dialogue with the resurrected Jesus Christ, who had specific messages for the seven churches of Asia. These letters were not only personal and written for their generation, but they are also prophetic, addressing what the church will be like throughout history until the return of Christ to the earth.

				Matthew 18:16 states, “By the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.” We have the prophet Daniel, Jesus Christ in Matthew 24, and John the Revelator all confirming what will happen in the world until the end of time. All these witnesses testify to this conclusion: Christ is coming back and it will be sooner than many may think.

			

			
				A CAUSE FOR HOPE

				There are people in every group, be it religious, political, financial, or just plain secular, whose personal desires don’t line up with what God has set in motion. They do all they can to claim that prophecies have been misunderstood, that the Bible is too complex to understand, and that people who preach about the terminal generation and the return of Christ are marketing fear and a doomsday gospel.

				I assure you, nothing could be further from the truth. The Bible is a book of hope. The return of Christ is a promise of deliverance that is to come. What you are about to read is intended to help you understand that the same One who began the world with a word has told us how He plans to take care of those who believe in Him and have received His Son, until the last second this world turns and the first moment when eternity begins.

				
				I said I like to keep it simple. God did not go through the trouble of revealing His plan in prophecy so that we could argue about the mailing address of the Antichrist, or so that pre-, mid-, post-tribbers (if you’re not familiar with those terms, that’s okay) could blog about why the others are a bunch of heretics. He didn’t preserve the prophetic Scriptures so that we could combine the milk and meat of the Word with the hocus-pocus of the world in trying to determine the exact date and time when the clouds will split and we will see Jesus face-to-face.

				He gave us this message so that we would have a source of confidence that will build our faith in a world that does all it can to destroy it. He did it so that we can be light in an hour of darkness and so that we will do all we possibly can to make sure that as many people as we know are ready to meet the Lord when the time comes. He did it so we will be assured that His promise is true: “I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself” (John 14:2–3). It’s just that simple.

				This is an exciting time to be alive, and it’s not by accident that you are on this stage at this exact moment. As the curtain is pulled back on the final scenes, rejoice! God is in control and everything is going to be all right.

			

			
				LET US PRAY

				In my twenty years of pulpit ministry, I have always included in the introduction of my topic a prayer. I believe wholeheartedly that prayer works. I would be remiss if I didn’t offer you as a reader, and myself as the author of this work, the opportunity to agree in prayer that our eyes shall be opened to see and our ears to hear what the Word of God has to say in these final moments of the last days. So with that, I offer this prayer:

				
				
					Heavenly Father, You are the Creator of heaven and earth, and You have been almighty from the beginning of time and to its end. Allow Your Spirit to lead us and guide us as we open the lamp and light of Your truth, walking along this straight and narrow path that leads to the promise of Your return and our ultimate salvation. May these pages bring hope to the readers and confidence to every heart that receives them. May our understanding of Your plan for our lives grow as we accept Your will as You have made it known in Your Word, and may we each accept our responsibility in not only watching and waiting but also working with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength to share Your love with others so that they may be ready for Your imminent return and may rejoice in Your salvation.

					In the name of Christ our Savior, we pray. Amen.
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			A Troubling Dream of the Future

			
				“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

				—Revelation 1:8

			

			Curiously enough, the first person to get a glimpse of the end times was not a Jewish prophet but an idol-worshipping king. His name was Nebuchadnezzar. From 586 to 539 BC, he ruled over the Babylonian Empire, which at the time included the conquered land of Judah (what was left of the old nation of Israel) within its borders.

			One night in his bedroom, King Nebuchadnezzar was troubled by a dream, and true to his temperamental nature, if it bothered him, then he was going to make sure it bothered everyone else. Here was the problem: not only did he have a dream and not know what it meant, but also he couldn’t remember the contents of the dream and so he wasn’t able to share them with any of the fortune-tellers and sorcerers upon whom he depended for supernatural service.

			As motivation, he told all of the stargazers, wise men, and warlocks in Babylon that if they didn’t tell him what he had dreamed and give him an accurate interpretation of it, he would have them cut into pieces and would burn down their houses. Just in case they thought he was kidding, he made his point clear by adding, “You see that my decision is firm” (Daniel 2:8). Talk about a nasty attitude and a hostile work environment!

			
			When the wise men of Babylon told the king it was impossible, Nebuchadnezzar kept his promise and ordered them to be killed. But Daniel, a political prisoner from Judah, heard what was happening and asked the king to allow him a little more time to inquire of the Lord, the God of Israel, so he could give the king the answers he sought.

			Daniel gathered his friends and began to pray, seeking God’s mercy, and He answered their prayers, just as He will graciously respond whenever we ask anything of Him. Then when Daniel received the answer, he proclaimed these words:

			
				Blessed be the name of God forever and ever,

				For wisdom and might are His.

				And He changes the times and the seasons;

				He removes kings and raises up kings;

				He gives wisdom to the wise

				And knowledge to those who have understanding.

				He reveals deep and secret things;

				He knows what is in the darkness,

				And light dwells with Him. (Daniel 2:20–22)

			

			Note especially how Daniel said, “He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings.” Based on this one statement, we can conclude that all that happens in the world, as it changes around us, is measured in the full scope of what God wants to accomplish on earth. He, in essence, is not adjusting to us; we are the ones who are to be mindful of Him.

			
			Every kingdom that has ever been established; every ruler who has ever sat on a throne; every dictator who has ever abused his power over others; every kingdom, republic, or society of any kind—all of them were allowed by God and used to fulfill His purpose, which He set in motion before time began. That is why the greeting John received in the book of Revelation states, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End” (Revelation 1:8).

			Daniel received an unveiling of God’s activity in history. He was given the dream the king had in his bedchamber, and Daniel returned to the palace of this king who would just as soon kill him as hear him speak. He took a deep breath of confidence and said, “You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image!” (Daniel 2:31).

			As I imagine the scene, Nebuchadnezzar sat up straight and stared with eyes of cold steel at the bony prophet standing before him.

			Daniel continued. “This great image, whose splendor was excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome.”

			The king listened still closer.

			Daniel elaborated. “This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay” (verses 32–33).

			Nebuchadnezzar softened his scowl. “Yes, yes!” he perhaps declared. “That’s what I dreamed. Tell me what it means.”

			Daniel went on to do just that. And what he told the king reveals for us a progression of kingdoms that reaches to the present day. We are witnessing the march of time leading up to our generation and telling us that we stand on the brink of the final revelation of God’s plan for history.

			
				
				NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S STATUE

				Daniel described to the king in detail how each section of the statue represented a different kingdom that would rule the world. Not only does the statue from top to bottom symbolize the order of the kingdoms, but also, after closer analysis, we see that it reflects the characteristics of each kingdom within its historical period.

				
					
						[image: ]
					

				

			

			
				
				The Head of the Statue

				The head made of gold was Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonian Empire. Daniel said, “You, O king, are a king of kings” (Daniel 2:37). Notice he did not say “the King of kings.” Nebuchadnezzar wasn’t the Lord. But he was a mighty ruler who had lesser rulers underneath his authority.

				Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon were the first of the kingdoms to rule the world. While there had been other rulers who ruled over their own land, Nebuchadnezzar was the first to make other nations subject to him.

			

			
				The Chest and Arms

				The chest and arms of silver came next. This section of the figure symbolized the Medo-Persian kingdom (539–332 BC), which replaced the Babylonian Empire.

				Daniel actually lived to see this change of regimes.

				When Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson Belshazzar was on the throne, Daniel told the current ruler he was about to be replaced: “Your kingdom has been divided, and given to the Medes and Persians” (Daniel 5:28). What happened? “That very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was slain. And Darius the Mede received the kingdom” (verses 30–31).

				Much earlier, Daniel had declared to Nebuchadnezzar that it was God in heaven who knew the times, changed the seasons, and established kings. Now that very thing happened. The hand of God wrote on the wall that it wasn’t the Babylonians, nor the Medes and Persians, who made the ultimate decision about when power and control would change. That authority came directly from the God who created heaven and earth. Personally, I take great comfort in knowing that someone who loves and cares for me so much is in total control.

				But history’s progress was far from over.

			

			
				
				The Belly and Thighs

				The next section of the statue, which was the belly and thighs of bronze, depicted Alexander the Great and the Greeks. Alexander expanded his empire rapidly, but it didn’t last long. It endured only from 363 to 332 BC.

			

			
				The Legs

				Following the bronze thighs were the legs of iron, which symbolized Rome, the strongest and fiercest of all the kingdoms to rule the world. The iron grip with which they controlled the world is recorded in the Bible as well as in world history (63 BC–AD 313).

			

			
				The Toes

				So where are we now in terms of world history and the image from Daniel 2?

				We are currently in the section of iron and clay and are watching on global news networks as the ten toes are being formed. Every time you hear about the European Union, the United Nations, or NATO, think about the toes of iron and clay. While there are presently many more than ten nations involved in the world, we can see how many are starting to come together and how, through coalition and treaty, the number could be reduced rather quickly.

			

			
				The Composition of the Statue

				God was so precise in His revelation to Nebuchadnezzar and the interpretation through Daniel that, if you were to trace world history based on the statue’s depictions, you would find that every detail of the image is totally accurate. And remember, Daniel gave this interpretation before anyone had heard of the kingdoms he was describing.

				
				Consider even the hardness of the materials used in each section. Gold is soft and iron is hard. We see that as civilization progresses, so does the sophistication and destructiveness of weaponry. In Babylonian times, swords, spears, and shields made up the armory. Then, with the evolving civilizations, stronger and more durable weapons were formed. And finally, with our modernized warfare, we have created enough nuclear firepower to incinerate the entire planet.

				Consider, too, the duality of the arms and legs. The two arms of silver are symbolic of the two nations, the allied Mede and Persian empires, that controlled their portion of the world after Babylon fell. The legs of iron depict the civil war that took place in the Roman Empire, which ultimately divided the once-unified republic into two separate kingdoms: the East and the West.

				And then there’s the composition of the toes, representing the world in our day. The toes are made of both iron and clay. One material is tough and the other is brittle. Even Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar that night so long ago, “As the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile” (Daniel 2:42).

				What a perfect description of the world we’re living in! Things just don’t mix. There are certain countries that are strong militarily but weak economically. There are democracies and republics built on the idea that everyone is equal, and they certainly don’t mix with the fundamentalist Islamic countries that practice Sharia law.

				So the vision of a statue was no random dream by a hotheaded king. And its revelation was no lucky guess by a Jewish prophet. This was a pulling back of the curtain on the apocalypse as it pertained to what would happen to the kingdoms of the world up to and including the present day.

				
				But the most powerful fact is that this dream tells us about the kingdom that will be the last one to rule over planet Earth.

			

			
				THE STONE THAT DESTROYS THE STATUE

				Daniel finished his description of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, saying, “Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this” (Daniel 2:45). The statue tells of the kingdoms

				
				
				
				
				
			

			
				FOCUSING ON THE MAIN THING
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