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The holidays are a special time filled with family, friends, and good food. As people gather, they talk about happy times, share stories, and pass on traditions to the younger generation. 

Authors also share stories. Ones that come from their dreams and heart. We are bringing those together—the wonderful books that the authors have shared with you, and some of their favorite holiday recipes. These run the gamut from spicy to sweet (and who doesn’t love a little spice?). But all are wonderfully delicious. 

We hope you will enjoy these delights...both of the food and book variety. And however you celebrate your holidays or gatherings, we hope you have many wonderful memories.

Thank you for purchasing this book and we hope you will go on to purchase some of the amazing books by these wonderful authors. You can find all our books and information at http://www.inkspellpublishing.com.
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To the wonderful Inkspell readers who always share the love of their favorite books with others...

and to the amazing Inkspell authors who support each other like a family. <3

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Main Foods, Appetizers, and Sides


[image: image]


[image: image]

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

MARK LOVE’S LAYERED CRAB TACO DIP



[image: image]


Years ago an old neighbor (who couldn’t cook) asked me to bring a dish to a party. There was going to be a bunch of appetizers and he had the audacity to give several people recipes he’d cut out of different cookbooks that sounded appealing. My contribution was the Layered Crab Taco Dip. I liked it so much that it became a staple for any entertaining we did, especially the big family holiday gathering where upwards of thirty ravenous relatives descended on our home. With the mixture of tomato, parsley, red onions and cucumber, it looks festive with the red and green mix. My wife and I share most of the cooking duties, but I’ve taken ownership of the crab dip.

When our sons Travis and Cameron were young, I was the one who wrapped the Christmas presents. We even used special paper for gifts from Santa. I would carefully wrap all the packages and place them under the tree on Christmas Eve. The next morning, there would be a whirlwind of activity as all my hard work was shredded in less than five minutes time. I wanted those moments of surprise and delight for the boys to last a bit longer. That’s when inspiration struck.

We took one key present for each boy and hid it somewhere in the house. Then I set about to write clues, sending them on a treasure hunt. There was the scurry of footsteps, the squeal of delight as they discovered the next clue. Up and down the stairs they ran, until they each found the final present.

The boys enjoyed it so much that they wanted to do it again the following year. And every year after that. One Christmas Eve, Travis, wanted to confirm that the treasure hunt would happen. When I said it would he shot me a grin, then asked, “Hey Pa! Can you make the clues rhyme?”

So that year, they did. 
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Combine and refrigerate overnight:

2 6-ounce cans Lump Crabmeat, drained

2 green onions, minced

½ cup diced cucumber

½ cup diced red onion

1 medium tomato, finely chopped

2 tablespoons fresh parsley, chopped

¼ cup lime juice

¼ cup lemon juice

¼ cup orange juice

Salt and pepper (just a dash)

The next day combine:

2 8-ounce packages of cream cheese, softened

¼ cup mayonnaise 

Spread over the bottom of the serving platter. Then add:

1 avocado, peeled, seeded, and diced. 

Drain the crab mixture, using a slotted spoon.  Press out the majority of the moisture.  Layer this over the avocado and cream cheese mixture.  Serve with tortilla chips or crackers.

Makes about 5 ¾ cups.  
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Enjoy!
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STEALING HAVEN BY MARK LOVE
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AFTER MONTHS OF HARD work, Jamie and her best friend, Linda, are on vacation. Lounging on the sandy beaches of South Haven, on the shore of Lake Michigan, the ladies only plan is no plan. No deadlines for Jamie, the investigative reporter. No papers to grade for Linda, the high school teacher. It’s time to kick back and relax. 

That lasted until lunchtime on Monday, when they shared a table with Jared, a local cop and Randy, a city official who only had eyes for Jamie. Casual conversation revealed a home invasion, which got Jamie’s curiosity going. 

While the two friends explore South Haven, Jamie discovered a pattern with the home invasions. Sharing her clues with Jared, it isn’t long before Jamie and Linda are recruited to help catch the crooks. 

Sand, sun, romance and a mystery to solve. Sounds like a perfect vacation for Jamie. 

EXCERPT:

“Jamie, what are we doing?”

“I’m curious. That’s two nights in a row where we’ve seen someone running in the dark. Maybe there is something going on.”

“Why are you looking for trouble? We’re on vacation. Is this a way of diverting my attention from your misbehavior?” A wicked grin flashed across her face.

Ignoring her, I stood at the back of the house. The footprints were still visible in the yard. Randy had been right. There were no signs of activity near the building. But if they were running away from here, where did they come from? I turned around and faced the street, following the diagonal path. I could imagine someone racing between the two houses on the opposite side of the road. Curiosity got the better of me. We walked in that direction. Both houses were dark with no signs of life. I went between them to the backyards.

“Jamie, let’s go. The beach is waiting. Sun, sand, muscular lifeguards with tiny swimsuits could be looking for us even as we’re standing here.”

“There are no lifeguards on our part of the beach.”

“Maybe they’re on vacation, too.”

I was about to give up when something caught my eye. The back door to the house on the left, a quaint little cottage, was pried open. There were several gouges in the wood. Peeking through the window, I could see into the kitchen. The cupboard doors were ajar. Linda stood silently beside me for a moment. Then she moved around the corner. She returned, shaking her head in dismay.

“There’s a gap in the curtains on the side window. The place looks ransacked.” From her straw bag, she dug out her cell phone and a small piece of paper. I realized it was Randy’s business card from the other day. We walked down the driveway so we could find an address number. The look she gave me was less than friendly. “Only you, Jamie. Only you.”

Five minutes later, a police car pulled up in front. The uniformed officer











d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
a&)b/h\N CE AND RECIPES

Mark Love Melissa Kay Clarke
€ Kristine Lynn Libby Kay =)
Nicole Sobon Liz Ashlee v
Christina Rhoads MS. Kaye oF
4 Elsa Winckler Julie Navickas

phyllls Cl\erry Connie L. Smith
\ Laurel Houck AD. Brazeau:

Ol






d2d_images/image031.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image000.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image027.jpg
WROMANGE AND RECIPES
Mark Love Melissa Kay Clarke
‘ Kristine Lynn ~ Libby Kay \.f
Nicole Sobon Liz Ashlee
gckristinn Rhoads  MS. Kaye %
Elsa Winckler  Julie Navickas

Phyllis Cherry Connie L. Smithis ;
pLaurel Houck  AD. Brazeaus

N S S WL






d2d_images/scene_break.png





d2d_images/image029.jpg





