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To our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ

The Light in the darkness, the Rock of our salvation, and the Author of our faith. May the words in this book bring glory to Your name and draw hearts ever closer to You.

"For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen." — Romans 11:36
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Understanding why God gave the law and how it relates to the Christian experience becomes increasingly important as we learn more about the idea of righteousness in Christ. Because many people don't understand this, they feel as though Christ has been separated from them, and Christianity has become a challenging religion to adhere to.

We will investigate this subject from both the Old Testament and the New Testament. The Old Testament is where we find the promises made to Abraham, and the New Testament reveals the end of the law and the beginning of grace.

So, let us commence with Genesis 17:7, in which God makes an unconditional promise to Abraham.


Genesis 17:7. And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.


God made this promise to Abraham, and it applied to his seed as well. Why did God make this promise to Abraham? The true reason is revealed to us in Genesis 15:5-6.


Genesis 15:5–6. And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. [6] And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. 


What actions did Abraham take to earn righteousness? He believed God. God said, “I will make your seed like the stars of heaven.” Abraham's righteousness came from believing in God's words, despite the fact that he was an elderly man and his wife had outlived her childbearing years. It had nothing to do with his capacity to produce the seed or the stars of heaven.

The promise of God to bless all nations is reiterated through Abraham's willingness to sacrifice his only son Isaac, which demonstrates his faith in God. This is demonstrated in Genesis 22:16-18.


[16] And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: [17] That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies [18]. And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.


One crucial point to keep in mind is that, as we can see in Genesis 15:5–6, God had already promised Abraham this when he first trusted in him. Even though Abraham was ready to sacrifice his son, that didn't change the terms of the promise; it only showed and strengthened his faith. It “perfected” his faith as we are told in James 2:21-26.


[21] Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? [22] Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? [23] And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. [24] Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. [25] Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? [26] For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 


However, Abraham was only given this amazing promise because he believed in God. The fact that Abraham was ready to sacrifice Isaac did not change this promise in any way. The faith of both Rahab and Abraham, in conjunction with their actions, is illustrated in this passage of scripture, which underscores the significance of works in the context of faith. Simply having faith is insufficient; it must be accompanied by actions that demonstrate your love for God and other people. 

Now, you can trust what God says because He never lies. But God makes a bold declaration; He not only swears to fulfill the task, but He also takes an oath. Here, God who never tells lies, makes a statement and then supports it with an oath as we see in.


Hebrews 6:14-18. Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. [15] And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. [16] For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. [17] Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: [18] That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: [19] Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; [20] Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.


So we have a double certainty that the world is to be blessed in Abraham's seed. Let us see how Paul comments on this in.


Galatians 3:15. Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 


Paul now asks us to think about how men work: If a man makes a will (a testament or a covenant) and it is confirmed, can it be changed after that man dies? Can you add something to it or take something away? When something is confirmed, it can't be changed or added to.

Paul continues in the next verse.


Galatians 3:16. Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.


Paul then states that God has confirmed His promise to "Abraham and his seed," and he then says something remarkable. . He reiterates that God did not employ the term "seeds" to denote a multitude; rather, he employed the singularity of "seed" to denote a single individual, as He did in Genesis 3:15, when He declared that the seed of the woman would crush the serpent's head. Who is that one seed? It is Christ. The promises were meant to be fulfilled in Christ. Paul continues his argument in verse 17.


Galatians 3:17. And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.


The law was given to Moses four hundred and thirty years after Abraham received this promise. Did the law add anything to the promise? According to verse 17 above, the answer is no. Was the promise annulled or altered in any way? Absolutely not. The situation remained unchanged after the law was given, and men were now blessed by both the law and the seed, Jesus Christ.

Now, according to the promise, we are to be blessed in Abraham's seed. That is what the promise says, “in your seed, all nations shall be blessed.” This cannot be changed. Paul is directly addressing this issue, asserting that the law could not enhance the promise that had been confirmed four centuries prior.

So now of course the
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