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Sanne Vliegenthart

has been recommending books online since 2008, through her hugely popular Books and Quills videos. Born in the Netherlands, she works in London as a freelance social media producer and literary event host. Her videos about her favourite reads, university and publishing advice and author interviews have been viewed by more than 15 million people. She loves combining her years of experience working for book publishers, including Penguin Random House UK, with her in-depth knowledge of the online reading world to create connections and inspire readers.

Find Sanne online at youtube.com/booksandquills and on Instagram @booksandquills
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How to Use This Ebook

Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.

Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.

You can double tap images and tables to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.

You can follow the links provided to download pdfs of all resources included within this book.


Books I’ve read

Here is a template so you can keep track of all the books you’ve read, so you can always find the page you’re looking for.
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Introduction: the joy of reading

I’ve been a reader all of my life, cycling to the library every week as a child, and then reading books faster than I could actually take them in – I was just so excited by how many stories were available. But not many of my friends shared this love of books and it wasn’t until I went online that I found my own community of fellow readers.

Books connect us. We pass on our well-read copies, recommend them to our friends (and, let’s be honest, to anyone else who is willing to listen), get lost in them and often they give rise to excellent discussion and perhaps disagreements.

Over 12 years ago, during the first year of my English degree in the Netherlands, I created my YouTube channel Books and Quills and I’ve been incredibly lucky to have had the chance to recommend hundreds of books to readers online, but equally I’ve been inspired by everyone else who shares their passion for reading with the world. From interviewing authors to working in the publishing industry and hosting book clubs that brought online readers together offline, talking about books pretty much never gets old for me.

When readers come together in book clubs, you get another chance to see different perspectives, to share a book that means a lot to you and see someone’s face light up as they discuss it, but also to read something that you might have not picked up otherwise (good OR bad). Most official book clubs I’ve been part of have been with relative strangers, and there’s something so special about meeting for the sole purpose of discussing a book you’ve all spent numerous hours poring over, and discovering what connects you all. There’s also the unique anticipation as you wait for your friends to finish that book you recommended to them, so you can finally discuss those particular scenes you’ve been dying to share with someone you know.

Book clubs can also offer a bright point to look forward to, a set date that you know you’ll spend with friends. And not to forget, it’s an excellent motivator to put down your phone for a little bit, and properly take the time for yourself to get lost in a good book.

There never seem to be enough hours, days or even years to read all the books you want – I actually calculated how many books I’m likely to read during the rest of my life, and I wouldn’t recommend doing the same – but the only solution is just to pick up the next book and turn the first page.

Whether your next book club meeting is online or in person, with old friends or new ones, remember that they’re a special and beautiful opportunity, and we’re so lucky to have them in our lives.

Happy reading!


“I declare after all there is no enjoyment like reading! How much sooner one tires of anything than of a book!”

Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice
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How to navigate the dynamics of your book club

It’s important to remember that no book club is the same, and there’s a huge difference between creating a book club with a small group of close-knit friends versus joining one that consists of your colleagues or even total strangers. Each situation offers its own unique benefits and challenges.

The huge majority of group management boils down to the basics of making sure everyone feels comfortable and gets to share their thoughts in a safe and welcoming space. Of course there are opportunities to disagree, and for people to like or dislike the book you picked, but there are some things you should always keep in mind.

Deciding on the reading list

First of all, how do you decide which books are picked? When selecting your reads, definitely have a conversation about what the parameters are. Do you have any limits for book lengths or topics people might not feel comfortable with? Maybe you want to prioritize books you can get from the library or secondhand, to accommodate your group’s budget. All of these are pretty important things to figure out beforehand, to avoid any awkward conversations when the books have been selected.

There are countless different ways to select your book. If you’re taking turns and letting one person pick a book for each meeting, do remind the group (and yourself) that you want to keep the whole group in mind when picking. Your favourite 800-page sci-fi novel might not be everyone’s cup of tea, so try to keep things accessible. If you want to make sure people are on board with your pick, maybe give them some comparison films or books that will get them excited (think The Secret History meets Inception!), share a moment from the book that really stuck with you when you first read it or the catchy review that made you want to pick it up in the first place.

If you’re looking for a more democratic way of picking the books, why not have everyone put in three options for their choice and do an anonymous vote online? It can also be really fun to pick a theme for the month and choose titles around that. The options are endless, as long as you ensure that everyone is being heard.
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How to deal with...

THE AWKWARD SILENCE

Most book clubs I’ve been to have started off a bit slow. This is the moment you can be extra grateful for the chatty person in the group. If you’re leading the conversation, or even if you just have some topics you’re keen to hear everyone’s thoughts on, write them down in advance so you can whip them out and break that silence. Some great conversation starters include:

•   Have you read this book before?

•   Are you familiar with the author’s other books?

•   What were your impressions of the book before reading it?

•   Which character or moment do you remember most vividly?

THE ONE WHO DIDN’T FINISH THE BOOK

A few years back I organized a one-off book club where I invited online book lovers to meet up in a bookshop. The morning of the event I started getting message after message from people saying they hadn’t finished the book and weren’t going to attend because of it. I managed to convince almost all of them to come along in the end, and we had an amazing discussion. I’ve also sat through many English Literature lectures where it was very clear that half of the students hadn’t finished their assigned reading (and often I was included in that group). But after nervously making it through the lecture, I would leave feeling more intrigued and motivated to finish the book.

Long story short, if not everyone finished the book, there’s no need to panic! Encourage them to come along anyway, but make sure you figure out the guidelines of your conversation. It’s frequently very doable to have an in-depth discussion of the majority of the book, without revealing the ending, if needed. Every reader will bring their own experiences to the discussion, from their own life, other books they’ve read and, of course, however much of the book club pick they did end up reading.

If you’re thinking of skipping a meeting because you didn’t finish the book, keep in mind that if you do attend, you might just leave having had a lovely conversation and with a newfound inspiration to continue reading (or at the













How to read more (or, what to do if you’re always running behind)
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Some notes on taking notes


Note-taking methods (the good, the bad and the ugly)






What to write down
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Doing the research (or not)
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How to host a digital book club



Before
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Literary-themed snacks and drinks


Food







Drinks
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Let the setting inspire you
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