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          Mandalas and Mantras: Tools for Spiritual Connection


          In the rich tapestry of spiritual traditions worldwide, mandalas and mantras often hold a place of great significance. Many believe these sacred symbols and phrases possess inherent powers or magical energies, capable of bestowing good fortune, warding off evil, or granting specific abilities to those who use them. However, in Wayism, we approach mandalas and mantras from a different perspective, recognizing them as valuable tools for crafting spiritual connections and conveying truth and wisdom, rather than as talismans imbued with supernatural powers.


          The Role of Mandalas and Mantras in Wayism


          In Wayism, mandalas and mantras serve as focal points for spiritual practice and personal growth. They are not regarded as magical objects that can manipulate reality or grant wishes but rather as tools that, when used skillfully and with pure intention, can help us forge a deeper connection with Heaven and the divine wisdom of theWAY.


          Mandalas, with their intricate geometric designs and rich symbolism, act as visual representations of the fundamental truths and teachings of Wayism. Each element within a mandala, such as the WayShower Mandala, holds profound meaning and serves as a reminder of the key principles that guide us along the path of spiritual growth. By meditating on these sacred images and contemplating their significance, we can gain a deeper understanding of ourselves, the universe, and our place within it.


          Similarly, mantras in Wayism are not believed to hold inherent magical properties. Instead, they serve as powerful phrases or affirmations that, when repeated with focus and sincerity, can help us attune our minds and hearts to the wisdom of theWAY. By reciting mantras, we create a mental and emotional state conducive to spiritual growth, allowing us to cultivate qualities such as compassion, mindfulness, and inner peace.


          The Importance of Understanding and Intention


          For those who are not initiated into the deeper meanings of mandalas and mantras, these sacred symbols and phrases may appear to be little more than decorative images or meaningless utterances. Without the context and understanding of the spiritual teachings they represent, the true power and significance of mandalas and mantras can easily be overlooked.


          This is why, in Wayism, we place great emphasis on educating and guiding individuals in the proper understanding and use of these spiritual tools. By delving into the rich symbolism of mandalas and the profound meanings behind mantras, we can unlock their true potential as aids for spiritual growth and connection.


          It is also important to recognize that the mere possession or recitation of mandalas and mantras does not automatically confer spiritual advancement or enlightenment. There are those who may carry these sacred symbols or recite phrases in an attempt to appear spiritual or religious, seeking to impress others or gain a sense of belonging. While they may indeed achieve their desired outcome on a superficial level, true spiritual growth requires more than mere appearances.


          Walking the Path of Spiritual Growth


          In Wayism, we understand that mandalas and mantras are ultimately like road signs or maps, pointing us towards a higher Reality and guiding us along the path of spiritual growth. They are not the destination itself, but rather tools that can help us navigate the complexities of the human experience and connect with the divine wisdom of theWAY.


          To truly benefit from these sacred symbols and phrases, we must approach them with sincerity, humility, and a genuine desire for spiritual growth. It is not enough to simply surround ourselves with mandalas or recite mantras without engaging in the deeper work of self-reflection, meditation, and the cultivation of wisdom and compassion.


          As Wayists, we recognize that the path of spiritual growth is a journey that requires consistent effort, dedication, and a willingness to learn and grow from our experiences. Mandalas and mantras can be powerful allies on this journey, but they are not a substitute for the inner work and transformation that true spiritual growth demands.


          Cultivating a Genuine Spiritual Practice


          To truly harness the potential of mandalas and mantras as tools for spiritual connection and growth, it is essential to cultivate a genuine spiritual practice rooted in the teachings of Wayism. This involves setting aside regular time for meditation, self-reflection, and the study of spiritual texts and teachings.


          By engaging in these practices consistently and with an open heart, we can begin to internalize the wisdom and insights represented by mandalas and mantras, allowing them to guide us on our path of spiritual growth. As we deepen our understanding and connection with these sacred tools, we may find that they become increasingly powerful aids in our journey towards union with the divine.


          It is also important to remember that spiritual growth is not a solitary endeavor. In Wayism, we recognize the value of community and the support and guidance that can come from sharing our journey with others who are also walking the path of theWAY. By connecting with fellow Wayists, we can learn from one another's experiences, offer encouragement and support, and collectively deepen our understanding and embodiment of the teachings represented by mandalas and mantras.


          Conclusion


          In Wayism, mandalas and mantras are cherished as powerful tools for crafting spiritual connections and conveying the timeless wisdom of theWAY. While we do not ascribe magical properties or supernatural powers to these sacred symbols and phrases, we recognize their immense value as aids for personal growth and spiritual transformation.


          By approaching mandalas and mantras with sincerity, understanding, and a genuine desire for spiritual growth, we can unlock their true potential as catalysts for self-discovery, inner peace, and a deeper connection with the divine. As we walk the path of Wayism, let us embrace these sacred tools not as mere talismans, but as precious guides and companions on our journey towards unity with theWAY and the realization of our highest spiritual potential.
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          The Margadarzaka Mandala, also known as the WayShower Mandala, holds significance our tradition. This mandala is often associated with Lord Avalokitesvara, in Buddhism called the Buddha of Compassion, because he is the most prominent deity who “shows theWay” and re-established the teaching when it becomes obscured over time.  


          Purpose and Elements:


             - The Margadarzaka Mandala serves as a visual representation that guides practitioners through the ontology of Wayism, which is the teaching of the fundamental metaphysics that underlie Reality, and for the human, the purpose and meaning of life.


             - It contains elements that help seekers understand the universe, its laws, and the path to enlightenment.


             - Devotional artwork often features this mandala alongside Avalokitesvara.


          The Margadarzaka Mandala, also known as the WayShower Mandala, holds significant importance in our tradition. This mandala is often associated with Lord Avalokitesvara, the Buddha of Compassion in Buddhism, because he is the most prominent deity who “shows the Way” and re-establishes the teaching when it becomes obscured over time.


          Purpose and Elements:


          The Margadarzaka Mandala serves as a visual representation that guides practitioners through the ontology of Wayism, which is the teaching of the fundamental metaphysics that underlies Reality and, for humans, the purpose and meaning of life.


          It contains elements that help seekers understand the universe, its laws, and the path to enlightenment.


          Devotional artwork often features this mandala alongside Lord Avalokitesvara, in Buddhism known as the Buddha of Compassion.


          Two chapters of this book present the older esoteric text, which is the received text from sages of old. In days gone by, the text was memorized to be recited from the heart around the kitchen table. Chapter three is a modern-language explanation of the received text.


          The thangka below is called the Guardian of Souls thangka of Lord Avalokitesvara. It shows a version of the Margadarzaka Mandala, or in English, the WayShower Mandala, behind the Lord. 


          Lord Avalokitesvara and his twin sister were the first two spiritual beings created when our heaven began long ago. The Lord is a yang-energy worker, and Lady Prajnaparamita is a yin-energy worker, and for those reasons alone, the energy which these deities specialize in, makes us humans think of one as male and the other as female—that is normal for humans. Spiritual beings do not have biological or gendered bodies.


          As a yang-energy worker, the Lord is the primary Way-shower, also known as the Lord Who Shows the Way, the Buddha of Compassion, whose mantra is Om Mani Padme Hum—the most widely used mantra in the world. 


          Lord Avalokiteshvara would occasionally descend into an avatar, a human body, to repair the teachings of theWAY when they have decayed. In the thangka below, the Lord holds in his protective hands the spiritual potential of all human souls, known as the Chintamani or the wish-fulfilling jewel that is placed in our heart chakra—the jewel of all potential. 


          The words in red at the top read “Avalokiteshvara”. The words in the banner read “Om Mani Padme Hum,” which means “the jewel is in the lotus.”
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WayShower Poem

In the mandala’s sacred dance,
Wisdom’s secrets do entrance.
Each symbol, a celestial key,
Unlocking truths for all to see.

In the yantra’s four-fold embrace,
Realms of spirit, matter, soul, and space.
Chaos tamed by theWay’s design,
All creation’s paths align.

In rings of spirit, soul, and light,
Paradise beckons, shining bright.
A path unfolds, the Dorje’s gate,
Where souls transform, reincarnate.

The Dorje’s path, a winding trail,
Where egos fade and spirits prevail.
theWAY, the truth, the Dao, the light,
Guiding souls through day and night.

In the home, a sacred space,
Where mandala’s wisdom we embrace.
A teacher, guide, and storyteller,
Illuminating truth for every dweller.

In mandala’s embrace, we find our way,
A sacred path, forever and a day.
With wisdom’s light and compassion’s grace,
We journey on, to our spirit space.


      ***The Knowing of WayShower Mandala
Verse 1:

In the mandala’s sacred dance,
Wisdom’s secrets do entrance.
Each symbol, a celestial key,
Unlocking truths for all to see.

In the melodic tongue of Sanskrit, mārgadarśaka sings of showing theWAY, a celestial guide illuminating the path. This mandala, a sacred tapestry woven with symbols and meaning, has long served as a cherished tool for parents and teachers to impart the timeless wisdom of theWAY to seeking hearts and minds.
Each element within this mystical circle plays its part in the grand symphony of Wayist ontology, a visual hymn revealing the fundamental truths of existence.
The Outer Square Yantra with Four Directions
Verse 2:

In the yantra’s four-fold embrace,
Realms of spirit, soul, and space.
Chaos tamed by Way’s design,
All creation’s paths align.

The square, a steadfast yantra, serves as a cosmic anchor, supporting and sustaining the universe within its embrace. From the ancient depths of Sumerian lore, this 5,000-year-old symbol emerges, a testament to the enduring presence of theWAY.
TheWAY, an intricate tapestry of energy and order, weaves the metaphysical and natural laws into a harmonious creation, a nurturing cradle for all living beings. Within its structure, the chaos of Source is tamed, and the path of evolution unfolds for souls, spirits, and matter alike.
The Rings and Paradise
Verse 3:

In rings of spirit, soul, and light,
Paradise beckons, shining bright.
A path unfolds, the Dorje’s gate,
Where souls transform, reincarnate.

The outer ring, a shimmering realm of spirit, where celestial beings dance in the heavens of Pure Land of Bliss, Sukhavati by its Sanskrit name. The inner ring, a domain of soul-energy, where our essence dwells before embarking on the journey of human life.
From this soul realm, a path weaves its way to the Dorje, the gateway to Paradise and the Butterfly Path, where advanced souls of four species may embark upon the transformative journey of human existence.
Paradise, a celestial waystation, a temporary haven for souls awaiting their next incarnation, a place of rest and reflection between the cycles of life and death.
 The Dorje and the Way
Verse 4:

The Dorje’s path, a winding trail,
Where egos fade and spirits prevail.
TheWAY, the truth, the Dao, the light,
Guiding souls through day and night.

The Dorje, a symbol of transformation, from a weapon of war to an emblem of peace and spiritual power. It represents the winding path of the Butterfly, where souls learn to choose wisdom over ignorance, compassion over violence, and the way of the spirit over the desires of the ego.
TheWAY, the Mahamarga, the all-encompassing path that embraces every being and every thing, guiding them toward the ineffable Source. It is the Dao of the Chinese sages, the Lam of the Tibetan masters, and the truth spoken by Lord Jesus when he declared, “I am theWAY, the truth, and the life.”
 The Lotus and the Om
The Jewel in the Lotus (poem excerpt):

Purifying
feeding on decay and recycled life
frightened by creatures in the black, wet, underworld
the soul grows

Above, a new world, murky water, tumultuous currents
dim light calling
a single stalk, slowly venturing
muddy waters settling
reaching higher, new creatures, bright eyes
learning, growing stronger, securely rooted

In the heart of the Dorje, the Om rests within the lotus bud, a symbol of spiritual potential and the journey of the soul. The lotus, rooted in darkness, pushes through the murky waters of existence, blossoming into the light of awakening.
 The Inner Cross and Free Will
Verse 4:

In the cross, a choice is made,
Free will’s power, a cosmic trade.
To choose the light, to choose the way,
And grow in wisdom, day by day.

At the centre of the mandala, the inner cross symbolises the choices we make, the free will that sets humanity apart. It
 The WayShower Mandala in Your Home
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