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		“日” (rì) consists of a squared-off circle with a horizontal line in the center, roughly depicting the shape of the sun. Therefore, “日” means sun and also refers to daytime or a full day. More abstractly, it appears in  complex characters, representing various things about “日”. For example, time-related concepts, like “昨” (zuó, yesterday) or “明” (míng, bright) all contain it. [Learn more]
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		“月” (yuè) roughly depicts a crescent moon in the night sky, with two horizontal lines resembling the moon’s shadow on its surface. Not surprisingly, “月” means both moon and month, as seen in the idea that a typical “月” (month) has around 30 days. It often appears as an element in characters related to certain body parts, like “脸” (liǎn, face) and “腿” (tuǐ, leg) . [Learn more]
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		The character “山” (shān) depicts three peaks side by side, symbolizing mountains. It embodies steadiness and resilience in Chinese culture. “山” usually refers to a mountain or hill, such as “泰山” (Tàishān, Mount Tai). It often appears as an element of characters related to hills or mountains, like “峰” (fēng, peak) and “峡” (xiá, gorge). [Learn more]
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		“水” (shuǐ) means water and its character resembles flowing waves and a curved water shape. “水” is also used to refer to all bodies of water, such as rivers, lakes, and seas. When it is incorporated into a complex character, it is usually written as “氵” and appears in characters depicting water-related concepts, like “河” (hé, river) and “泳” (yǒng, to swim). [Learn more]
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		In the character “云” (yún), it is possible to see the shape of curling clouds. Weather forecasts often say, “今天多云” (jīntiān duōyún), meaning “It’s  mostly cloudy today”. In Chinese culture, the “祥云” (xiángyún) pattern also symbolizes good fortune. The design of the Beijing Olympic torch featured this motif. Additionally, many Chinese people include the “云” character in their names. [Learn more]
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		“雨” (yǔ) visually represents rainfall: the top horizontal line suggests cloud layers, while the four dots below resemble falling raindrops. On rainy days, people often wear “雨衣” (yǔyī, raincoats). “雨” can also be a part of complex Chinese characters related to weather, such as “雪” (xuě, snow) and “雷” (léi, thunder). [Learn more]
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		“伞” (sǎn) resembles an open umbrella, with the arched top suggesting the canopy, the central strokes resembling the ribs, and “十” (shí) the handle. Umbrellas shield against both sun and rain, and people often remind each other “记得带伞!” (jìdé dài sǎn, bring your umbrella!). One of the popular extreme sports is “跳伞” (tiàosǎn, skydiving), which involves the use of a “降落伞” (jiàngluòsǎn, parachute). [Learn more]
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		“火” (huǒ) evokes the image of flickering flames, with two small dots representing sparks. While it literally means “fire”, it can also indicate something popular, as in “这家店很火” (zhè jiā diàn hěn huǒ, this store is a hot spot). As a complex character element, “火” often appears in characters related to heat or light, like “灯” (dēng, lamp) and “炒” (chǎo, to stirfry). [Learn more]
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		The shape of the character “牛” (niú)  depicts a bull’s head, with its curved horns standing out. “牛”refers to the animal bull. When it is incorporated into a complex character, it is usually written as “牜” and often appears in characters related to livestock, such as “牧” (mù, to herd). [Learn more]
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		The chracter “羊” (yáng) depicts the shape of a sheep’s head, with “丷” at the top resembling its horns. “羊” refers to the animal sheep. Due to the gentle nature of sheep, “羊” carries a positive connotation, which appears in characters like “祥” (xiáng, auspicious) or “美” (měi, beautiful). The phrase “薅羊毛” (hāo yángmáo, to pull wool from a sheep) refers to taking advantage of discounts or special deals, especially in online shopping. [Learn more]
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		It is possible to see the character “犬” (quǎn) as two puppies sitting back to back. “犬” refers to the animal dog. When “犬” is incorporated into more complex characters, it transforms into “犭”, which frequently appears  in characters related to animals, such as  “猴” (hóu, monkey), “猛” (měng, fierce), and “猎” (liè, to hunt).
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		The character “马” (mǎ) depicts a horse with its front hooves raised, capturing the dynamic movement of a galloping animal. “马” means the animal horse. It often appears as an element in characters associated with riding or driving, such as “骑” (qí, to ride), “驾” (jià, to drive), and “驰” (chí, to gallop). Due to the speed of horses, the word “马上” (mǎshàng) is commonly used to mean immediately or right away. 
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		“龙” (lóng) roughly depicts a loong weaving through the clouds under a scorching sun. In ancient legends, “龙” was a mythical
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