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1825: During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, a network of turnpike roads were developed throughout Britain. On this date, John Skinner, rector of Camerton in Somerset, drove to Bath to attend a turnpike meeting in order to discuss whether Radstock Hill should become a turnpike road, given the volume of traffic. In his diary he wrote: ‘Sir J. Hippisley in the chair, and such a chairman never before did I witness. Instead of hearing calmly and impartially what each side of the question had to say, he got up and advocated the cause which he had espoused. Indeed, that the said Baronet did not possess the same upper stowage as Solomon [Old Testament king famed for his wisdom] it would have been clearly ascertained at this exhibition, where the worthy gentleman gave us all to understand that he was Asinus Maximus [Latin: Biggest Ass]. Old Thomas, the Quaker, spoke good sense, “Let us first,” said he “consider the state of our funds, whether we are able to spend any money whatever in improvements; if not let us wait til we have the power, and then see the best means for employing it.” I left the meeting fully resolved not to visit such a motley assembly again where men seem openly advocating their private interests, under the specious name of consulting for the common public good.’ (John Skinner, Journal of a Somerset Rector, Howard Combes & Arthur N. Bax (eds), John Murray, 1930)
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1810: Henry Clark was convicted at the Old Bailey of robbing a mail coach of bank notes belonging to the Wotton Basset Bank. The notes, totalling the not inconsiderable sum of £1,825, were placed in a parcel and addressed to Mr Large of Bath. On this date, in 1810, the parcel was delivered to the coach office of the Swan Lane Two Necks in Lad Lane, London. It was never fully ascertained quite how the parcel was stolen, although it is quite likely it was taken from the coach offices. Three £10 notes were traced to Clark. In his defence, Clark stated he found them, but he could offer no proof of this. It was also demonstrated that Clark had used a fictitious name rather than his own. The jury did not take long to find Clark guilty and he was sentenced to death. (Newgate Calendar)

[image: image]

1904: The first regular electric tram service started in Bath. Trams ran in Bath until 1939. (David and Jonathan Falconer, A Century of Bath, Sutton, 1999)
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1871: Excitement was caused in the district when a double wedding took place involving couples who were deaf and unable to speak. Mr W. Cox was married to Miss Sarah Weir, matron of the Deaf and Dumb Institute that existed in Walcot Parade, and Mr H. Rudkins was also married to Miss M’Cabe, a staff member of the same institution. Canon Bernard, officiant at the wedding and president of the Institute, ran his fingers along the print of the prayer book so those taking part could follow the service. When the couples were required to give their consent to the all-important question ‘Wilt thou have …?’ the couples simply nodded their assent. In the afternoon, after the wedding breakfast, the couples left to begin their honeymoon in Clevedon. The Victorian period witnessed the growth of institutions and schools for those with disabilities. The majority, like the Deaf and Dumb Institute in Walcot Parade, were charitable institutions, as local authorities were not empowered to make any educational provision until the 1890s. (Western Mail)
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1928: An article in The Times stated: ‘The Great Western Railway Company ran an experimental excursion to Bath on Wednesday to visit the Roman baths and other attractions. The result was so successful that an official of the company stated that further conducted educational excursions to other places of interest in the West would be run. The train, which carried two restaurant cars, ran from Paddington to Bath in 1 hour 55 minutes, arriving at 1.30 p.m.’ Today the journey can be made in around one and half hours. The article continues, stating that ‘the return journey, which was also non-stop, was made in 4 minutes under the scheduled time, and Paddington was reached shortly before eight o’clock. The party, on arrival at Bath, were conducted to the Roman Bath, where the whole course of curative treatment was demonstrated and the history of the bath explained. Afterwards the excursionists visited the printing and publishing works of Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons at Bath, and were entertained at tea by Messrs Pitman.’ Sir Isaac Pitman was the inventor of a system of shorthand. A long-term resident of Bath, he had established a printing works in the centre of the city, which by the 1880s was using steam-powered printing presses on an industrial scale. (The Times; Oxford Dictionary of National Biography)
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1842: ‘A most diabolical attempt was made on Wednesday night to cause a further accident on the Great Western line. The mail train was on its way from London, and when within about three miles of Bath, the signal was given by the engine driver of something wrong, and the train was stopped with all possible dispatch, on investigation it appears that some monster had placed two large stones (one on each rail) with a view of sending the engine off the line, but which providently did not take place. One of the stones was crushed into a thousand atoms, and flew over the driver and stoker without doing them any serious injury; the other stone was forced on one side by the sword, or guard, which is placed before the wheels, but both the guards were put out of their place, and much bent and twisted. The stone that was turned off the rail by the sword, or guard, and which was brought to Bristol by the driver, would be about 40lbs in weight.’ (Ipswich Journal)
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1865: At the Bristol Quarter Sessions, James Redan, aged 27, an ivory turner, was indicted for stealing a horse valued at £25. The brown mare was stolen from Elm Tree Farm, Bedminster, the property of William Wakefield, on 26th October. PC William Membray, stationed at Twerton, saw Redan riding the horse along the turnpike road and stopped him. He was given seven years’ imprisonment, as he already had two previous convictions, one of which was for stealing a horse in Cardiff. (Bristol Mercury)

[image: image]

2008: A collection of scripts and other theatrical memorabilia of the late Arnold Ridley were made available online on this day. Ridley was best known for his portrayal of Private Godfrey (who often asks to be excused) in the television comedy Dad’s Army. Ridley is also noted for his play The Ghost Train, conceived as Ridley was waiting for a train at Mangotsfield station. The collection, given to the University of Bristol in 1984 by Ridley’s son following his father’s death, includes thirty original scripts, programmes, handbills, posters, newspaper cuttings and production photographs. (www.bbc.co.uk; www.bristol.ac.uk)
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1859: The Times newspaper reported ‘a most heartless case of robbery, attended, it would seem, with the most disastrous result to the health and even lives of a number of those poor unfortunates, pauper lunatics, came before the Bath Winter sessions, just held. John Cave, the attendant in the male lunatic’s ward at the Bath Union Workhouse, was indicted for stealing beef, mutton, butter, and cheese, the property of the guardians of the Bath Union; and Benjamin Skeates, of Combe Downe, was indicted for feloniously receiving the same knowing it to have been stolen. The prisoner Cave, as the principal attendant of the lunatics, had daily to serve out to them their rations, but, instead of faithfully performing that duty, he appears to have stinted them of their food for a considerable period, and to a great extent. The master of the workhouse, Mr Eaton, suspecting something of the kind from the altered appearance of the unfortunate lunatics, set a watch upon the prisoner Cave, and on the 5th and 6th December he was observed to secrete meat which ought to have been distributed to the lunatics in a drawer in his room. The rations of the inmates, by the prisoner’s heartless conduct, were reduced to less than half the workhouse diet.’ Both the defendants were found guilty; Cave was sentenced to eighteen months, and Skeates to twelve months, with hard labour in each case. (The Times)
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1913: The mystery of who was responsible for the robbery of Miss Edith Wheelwright, a leader of the suffrage movement in Bath the preceding September, was resolved in a statement issued by her solicitor on this day. The assault had taken place when Edith had been walking home, at dusk, when she was attacked from behind by an assailant who placed a chloroformed handkerchief over her mouth and rendered her ‘insensible’. Whilst in this condition, the perpetrator stole her pearl and emerald ring. Edith had her suspicions of Miss Emily Jane Beatrice Manning, a nurse, whom she thought was responsible for writing a number of libellous letters and forging documents. Emily, therefore, employed a female detective to keep watch on her. After a time, the detective was able to accompany the nurse to a solicitor’s office where she made a full confession. She stated that her intention had only been to scare Miss Wheelright and only took the opportunity to attack Edith when she saw her walking home. However, as Emily was ill, Miss Wheelright did not press charges and Emily died in a Dublin hospital aged 39 on December 23rd 1912. The ring was recovered. (The Times; The British Journal of Nursing; Elizabeth Crowford, The Women’s Suffrage Movement: A Reference Guide 1866–1928, Routledge, 2001)
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1842: A letter of this date, published the following day in The Morning Post, reports ‘a tremendous and most singular occurrence that has just taken place in the neighbourhood of our city.’ The published letter goes on to state: ‘Between 4 and 5 o’clock this evening, and when almost twilight, the entire surface of a very large piece of ground more than seven acres, at Combe-Down, gave way, owing to the workmen having conducted their excavations in a stone quarry far beneath an angle, or rather street, of that populous village, of which above 18 houses, with its beautiful new church, school-house, &c, were instantaneous subsiding of their foundations, involved in ruin; and multitudes in the buildings and accidentally assembled on the spot have perished. Though late when I write, the various avenues in the outlets of the city are thronged with anxious thousands crowding towards the scene of desolation. The bells of the Abbey and other churches are ringing violently, and the authorities are hastening to Combe to render what assistance they can to the surviving sufferers.’ On January 11th, the letter was again published, but the editors of The Morning Post prefaced it stating that they believed the letter to be a hoax since Keene’s Bath Journal made no mention of the alleged events and no confirmation of the statement had been received at Paddington station. The letter was, indeed, a hoax. (The Morning Post)
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1893: A fire occurred at the Albion Cabinet Works in Upper Bristol Road, the property of Messrs F. and A. Norris. This was the third fire to occur at the premises within a few years. The blaze originated in the packing room and carving shop. This section of the works was ‘almost a separate building’, with an iron fire door which ran the width of the building and separated this section from the rest of the works. The door had been installed following the two previous devastating fires at the works. At times, this iron fire door glowed red hot during the blaze, but nevertheless helped to save the rest of the building from the fire. The firemen responsible for putting out the blaze experienced difficulty in tackling it since the fire hydrants were found to be frozen. They were thawed by burning a quantity of paraffin near them. (Bath and Wilts Chronicle & Herald)

[image: image]

1956: Gusts of up to 50mph hit Bath and the surrounding district. In Bathford, a 40ft walnut tree was blown across the vicarage path from the adjoining property, just before the Revd Kenneth Flenley and his wife retired to bed. The tree narrowly missed the house, although the outermost branches succeeded in bringing down the gutter. The winds also brought down a 20ft elm tree in Winifred’s Lane. It was broken up by members of the city’s engineering department the next day. (Bath and Wilts Chronicle & Herald)
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1885: An accident occurred on the Great Western Railway at Limpley Stoke, near Bath, which caused two men to lose their lives. The railway company was relaying a double line of rails between Bathampton and Bradford-on-Avon and, as part of the improvement works, a goods shed was being erected at Limpley Stoke. Behind the shed, but on lower ground, was a stable belonging to Mr G. Holbrow, a timber merchant. The space between the goods shed and the stable had been filled with loose stones to a depth of 7ft and it was reckoned that the weight of these stones was about 100 tons. During the night, two labourers, George Marment (30) and Arthur Mustye (50), slept in the stables, along with eight horses. The following morning, the weight of the stones forced the stable wall to collapse and the roof buried the sleeping men and horses. Assistance was called for at once, but both men were found crushed to death, along with six of the horses. (Manchester Times)
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1867: The unfortunate death of a ‘newsman’ took place and is described in the following account. (A newsman, in this context, was simply someone who delivered newspapers.) ‘On Saturday evening an old newsman named Knight, was frozen to death not far from Bath. He was returning from his round to that city, where he resided, and had gone as far as Englishcombe, when he endeavoured, during the hail and sleet, to reach the main road from Wells to Bath by a short cut through the fields. One of those fields is on the incline, and it is believed that his hat was blown off, that in endeavouring to regain it he fell down, and, from the effects of the weather and exhaustion was not able to regain his feet. He was found the following morning, quite dead, by a shepherd. The poor man was in his eighty-fourth year and had been a newsman for nearly half a century.’ (Trewman’s Exeter Flying Post)
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1794: At the Quarter Sessions held at Bath, George Wilkinson was accused of making seditious expressions that supported France, with which Britain was, once again, at war. Wilkinson was alleged to have wished ‘success to the French and down with the allies’ and that ‘the King and his ministers are villains’. Wilkinson offered no defence except to say that the words were those of a ‘thoughtless young man’ and that there was no malice in his remarks. For this crime, he was sentenced to four months in prison and fined 20s. (The Times)

[image: image]

2006: The inauguration of the University of Bath Spa was celebrated in Bath Abbey. The university gained its new title (it had previously been known as Bath Spa University College) after an application to gain full university status was approved in August 2005 by the Department for Education and Skills. Senior academic staff and the Mayor of Bath, Cllr Peter Metcalfe, formed a procession from the Guildhall to the abbey. As part of the celebrations, an honorary fellowship was awarded to Jason Gardner, an Olympic gold medallist in the 400m relay, who graduated from the University College in 2003. (Bath Spa University website)
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1878: At Bath Police Court on this day: ‘Frank Skinner, a boy of 11 was summoned for breaking a pane of glass, value 6d, at East Walcot on the 9th inst. – The bench reprimanded the lad and fined him 1s and costs, or 3 days imprisonment.’ (Bath and Cheltenham Gazette)

[image: image]

1882: Mary Williams and Catherine Reeves, of No. 3 Avon Street, appeared before Bath magistrates charged with stealing a pair of boots valued at 7s 6d. The boots were stolen from William Henry Holland’s residence in Pulteney Bridge and the pair were each given a one month sentence with hard labour. They were also charged with stealing a pair of trousers from No. 1 Kingsmead Square, the property of Sidney Baxter. Reeves was also convicted of this offence and was given a further month’s imprisonment. (Bath and Cheltenham Gazette)

[image: image]

1893: A rugby match between Bath and Bristol took place at Bath. The game was affected by a heavy snowstorm, during which 6in of snow fell over the city. Bath was only able to put up a team of thirteen men to Bristol’s fourteen and conditions were described as ‘near impossible’. Amazingly, 200 to 300 people stayed until the end to watch the match. Bristol won the game 13–5. (Kevin Couglan, Peter Hall, Colin Gale, Before the Lemons: A History of Bath Rugby Football Club 1865–1965, Tempus, 2003)
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1840: Frances (Fanny) Burney was born in King’s Lynn, Norfolk, on June 13th 1752. She is best known as a writer, and her first novel, Evelina, was published amidst great secrecy from her family members in 1778. It gained critical acclaim and many theories were voiced as to the identity of the author. Another successful book, Cecilia, followed in 1782. The success of her novels brought her a modest financial income, and she also accepted the £200 per annum post of Second Keeper of the Robes to Queen Charlotte. However, she was not happy in the role, which simply involved helping to dress the queen. Her unhappiness was exacerbated by her anxiety about protocol. Eventually she petitioned the queen to be released from her duty on health grounds on July 7th 1791. She married Alexandre D’Arblay, a French émigré, on July 28th 1793, much to the consternation of her family. The couple lived in France from 1802, but came back to Britain in 1815 and settled in Bath. Camila was published in 1796 and was Burney’s most successful novel, the first edition having sold out within six months. In 1818, her husband died and Burney shunned Bath after that to avoid any further distress, moving to London. She suffered the loss of her son in 1837 and she died three years later, on January 6th 1840. She was buried on January 15th alongside her son at St Swithun’s in Walcot, Bath. (Oxford Dictionary of National Biography; Clare Harman, Fanny Burney: A Biography, HarperCollins, 2000)
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1867: Aeronautical engineer Percy Sinclair Pilcher was born in Bath. He started his career in the Navy, which he entered in 1880. He resigned in 1887 and was apprenticed to the engineering department of Randolph, Elder & Co. Shipbuilders of Govan. After stints as a marine engineer, in 1891, Pilcher accepted the post of Assistant Lecturer at the University of Glasgow in Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering. Soon afterwards he began researching birdlike gliders. In 1895, he built his first glider, the Bat. His second glider, Hawk, which had the world’s first sprungwheeled undercarriage, was built 1896-7. With Hawk, Pilcher was able to reach a record glide of 750ft. The contraption was raised by the drawing of a cord by men or horses. In 1896, Pilcher filed the first patent for a powered aeroplane. By 1899 he had built a tri-plane and had tested a 4hp engine, which weighed only 40lb, to power his plane. On September 30th 1899 he demonstrated Hawk at Stanford Hall in Market Harborough. The plane was raised in the usual way, but a crossbar snapped, causing the wings to fold up and collapse. Hawk crashed to the ground and Pilcher died from his injuries two days later. Some historians believe that if Pilcher had lived, he would have achieved the first powered flight. (Oxford Dictionary of National Biography; The Times)
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1775: Richard Brinsley Sheridan was born in Dublin in 1751. His family moved to Bath in 1770, and two of Sheridan’s poems, ‘The Ridotto of Bath’ and ‘Cleo’s Protest or, The Picture Varnished’, were published in the Bath Chronicle. Sheridan is particularly well known for his comic play The Rivals, which was set in Bath and first performed at Covent Garden, on this date, in 1775. One of the play’s characters, Mrs Malaprop, habitually confuses long words and her name has entered the English language to describe the confusion long words. Famous examples of malapropism include ‘the very pineapple of politeness’ instead of ‘the very pinnacle of politeness’. Sheridan’s marriage to Elizabeth Ann (Eliza) Linley, a great beauty with a wonderful soprano voice, was controversial. Eliza’s parents thought that Sheridan would squander Eliza’s wealth, whilst Sheridan’s father thought that Eliza was too low in social standing. Retiring from singing, Eliza withdrew to a convent in Lille, France. Sheridan, acting as her escort, proposed to her en route and the couple were married by a Roman Catholic priest in a village near Calais. On Sheridan’s return to England, he found that a married pursuer of Eliza, Captain Matthews, slandered Sheridan in the Bath Chronicle, calling him a ‘L[iar] and a treacherous S[coundral]’. In the resulting duel, Sheridan won. The couple were married in England on April 13th 1773. Sheridan died on July 7th 1816. (Oxford Dictionary of National Biography)
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1888: A robbery occurred on this day at No. 7, The Crescent, the residence of Sir Edward and Lady Russell. The jewellery of Lady Russell and a friend, amounting to between £200 and £300, was stolen between eight and nine o’clock in the evening. The thief entered an empty property, No. 2, The Crescent, and walked along a parapet between the two houses. ‘So silently was it carried out that the inmates of the house heard nothing of it.’ (Bristol Mercury)

[image: image]

1892: The hazards of electrical generation and supply to the city’s streets are shown by the following newspaper extract: ‘Thomas Inker, aged 29, an employee at the Bath Electric Light Works, was cleaning out a boiler, on Saturday, when the foreman, unaware of Inker’s doings, let off the steam. Inker was frightfully scalded, but lingered at the hospital until Monday [January 18th 1892], when he died. Another employee of the company, while re-carbonating a lamp, fell a considerable distance, and received serious injuries to a head.’ The Bath Electric Light Works was located on Dorchester Street and supplied electricity for the city’s street lights, which had come into operation on June 24th 1890. (Hampshire Advertiser; William E. Eyles, Electricity in Bath 1974)
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1884: George Herman, aged 19, died shortly after the conclusion of a rugby match between Oldfield Park and Bristol University College. The match was described as rough, with many disputes. Herman was tackled several times but was always able to get up. About 5 minutes before the end of the game he was feeling unwell and left pitch, unaided, but collapsed miuntes later. At the inquest, the cause of death was given as apoplexy. The foreman of the jury stated that the jurors wished to express their condemnation of football as played under the rugby rules, considering it ‘most dangerous to life and limb’. (Bristol Mercury)

[image: image]

1889: ‘Hugh Walker, while marking at the Bath Volunteer range, about thirteen years ago, was accidently shot in the back of the shoulder by a bullet, which passed through a slit in the marker’s mantlet. In the Western Infirmary he was under treatment for nearly two months, but the surgeons failed to find the bullet. Some months later a splinter of the bullet was extricated after which the wound healed. Recently a slight swelling appeared at the lower part of the chest, where a small opening had formed like a pin-hole. On an incision being made a folded flattened piece of the lead bullet was removed, weighing nearly a quarter of an ounce.’ (Berrow’s Worcester Journal)
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1972: The Times reported on the recent excavations of a new group of Roman baths which included an oval bath, small treatment baths and a well-preserved hypocaust system. It was the first time that these Roman remains had been seen in nearly 100 years. The excavation was made possible following the demolition of the Victorian douche and massage baths, erected by Major Charles Davis in 1886, which had become derelict. The Victorian additions to Bath were not without controversy. J. Henry Middleton, the secretary to the Gloucester branch of the Society of Antiquities, thought that Major Davis’ scheme should have placed greater emphasis on saving the Roman remains rather than building over them. He considered that Davis’ building would cut through the hypocaust and destroy it. Excavations nearly 100 years later show that Davis was careful in the preservation of the Roman remains and ensured its survival when building the Douch and Massage Baths. The time of Davis’ construction marks a turning point in the preservation of antiquarian interests, when, compared with a century previously, when no one raised any objections to the construction of the Duke of Kingston’s Baths. (The Times; Barry Cuncliffe, Roman Baths Discovered, Tempus, 2000)
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1766: Actor James Quin died in Bath on this day. He was born on February 24th 1693 in Covent Garden, London. His father was a lawyer who married Elizabeth Grindall in 1690. In 1701, it was revealed that the marriage was bigamous, as Elizabeth was already married. It was this revelation that allowed his uncle, John Quin, and a cousin, William Whitehead, to prevent James from inheriting his father’s fortune when he died in 1710. Quin joined Drury Lane Theatre Company around 1715, and transferred to John Rich’s Company at Lincoln’s Inn Fields Playhouse. Remaining there for the next fifteen years, he became a leading actor of his day, starring in both comedies and tragedies. He had a fiery reputation and was convicted for the manslaughter of William Bowen following a brawl in a tavern. He was sentenced to be branded on the hand but the punishment seems never to have been carried out. He retired in 1751, after reputedly being paid £1,000 for his final season. During a visit to his actor friend David Garrick, one of his hands became inflamed and he quickly returned to Bath, where he died. He was buried in Bath Abbey on January 25th 1766 and Garrick composed his epitaph, part of which reads: ‘That tongue which set the table in a roar, And charmed the public ear is heard no more, Closed are the eyes, the harbingers of wit, Which spoke, before the tongue, what Shakespeare writ.’ (Oxford Dictionary of National Biography; Geoffrey N. Wright, Discovering Epitaphs, Shire, 1996)
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1825: The Morning Post stated that Princess Caraboo was now exhibiting at Bath. Princess Caraboo was ‘found’ wandering the streets of Almondsbury, just to the north-west of Bristol, wearing a black turban and speaking an unknown language. Her striking appearance added weight to her claim that she had been kidnapped by pirates from her homeland of Javasu and escaped from them by jumping into the Bristol Channel. Elizabeth Worrell, the wife of the Town Clerk of Bristol, took sympathy on her and allowed her to stay at their home of Knowle Park. During that summer, she provided written examples of her language, Javasu, performed an exotic war dance, showed off her archery skills and even swam naked in the lake. Eventually, she was exposed as a fraud. Caraboo’s actual name was Mary Wilcocks, the daughter of a Devon cobbler. After her exposure as a fraud, Elizabeth Worrell paid for her passage to America. Here she exhibited herself as ‘Princess Caraboo’, although the show was of limited success. She returned to England in 1824 and again exhibited herself as Princess Caraboo in New Bond Street, London. Afterwards she seems to have toured Britain with her act, including shows in Bath. She married a Richard Baker of Bedminster, in 1828, and spent the rest of her life supplying leeches to the Bristol Infirmary. (The Morning Post; Oxford Dictionary of National Biography)
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1844: The consecration of the abbey cemetery took place on this day, followed, on February 12th, by the first burial. The cemetery was laid out by the celebrated horticulturalist, John Claudius Loudon (1783–1843). From 1798 until 1802, he studied at the University of Edinburgh, whilst working part-time as an apprentice to Dickson & Slade, nurserymen. His first publication was a translation of the life of Abelard for an encyclopaedia. In 1806, Loudon moved to London and by 1809 he had established a small agricultural college at Great Tew, Oxfordshire. Loudon published frequently on horticultural matters, including Hints on the Formation of Gardens and Pleasure Grounds (1812) and Encyclopaedia of Gardening (1822). Loudon also published magazines on the subject, establishing and editing The Gardener’s magazine (1826–43) until his death. One publication, Aboretum et Fracticetum (1838) led Loudon into debt. It was an ambitious book that aimed to survey all the species of trees grown in England. His first cemetery, with architect Edward Buckton Lamb, was at Histon Road in Cambridge and was characterised by a grid layout with evergreen shrubs and trees evenly arranged. Financial difficulties led Loudon to accept two further cemetery commissions at Bath and Southampton. He died on December 14th 1843 before either could be completed. The mortuary chapel in the Abbey Cemetery was designed by G.P. Manners. (Bath Abbey website; Widcombe Association website; Oxford Dictionary of National Biography; Nikolaus Pevsner, The Buildings of England: North Somerset and Bristol, Penguin, 1958)
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1873: Shortly before dark, four students from Somerset College in Bath took a rowing boat and travelled upstream towards Bathampton. On arriving at the weir at Bathampton, the boys amused themselves by rowing in the rough water near the weir. Their actions could only end in tragedy and the boat was drawn into an eddy and capsized. The two eldest youths, Edward Moscardi and Charles Seagrain, drowned. One of the students, named Goehr, was able to swim ashore and the other, the younger brother of Edward Moscardi, was saved by a man named Allen, who was brother to the MP Major Charles Allen. (Birmingham Post)
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1962: The coldest day in Bath was recorded with a temperature of -5°C. The day was part of a prolonged cold spell of weather that had begun on Boxing Day of the previous year and continued until the following February. The cold weather caused the River Avon to freeze at Bathwick and, owing to the number of cancellations at the Theatre Royal, the production run of the pantomime Mother Goose was cut short. (David and Jonathan Falconer, A Century of Bath, Sutton, 1999)
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1991: The Bath Assembly Rooms were reopened by the Duchess of Kent following a £2 million restoration. Four years previously, the Assembly Rooms had shut after part of the ceiling in the ballroom had collapsed. A further £200,000 was spent on the restoration of the large Georgian chandeliers, for which the building is well known. The Assembly Rooms were designed by John Wood the Younger and completed in 1771. Assembly buildings were constructed to allow people to meet, dance, play cards and listen to music. There are four main rooms: a ballroom, a tea room, an octagon room and a card room. John Collett of London built five chandeliers for the ballroom. Shortly after opening, one of the arms of the chandeliers broke loose and nearly hit the artist Thomas Gainsborough. A new set of chandeliers were ordered from William Parker of London. Collett was allowed to salvage the rejected chandeliers in order to use the parts to create one large chandelier for the ballroom. The assembly rooms suffered significant damage when they were hit by a bomb in 1942. The building was then restored by Sir A. Richardson and reopened in 1963. Fortunately the rare Georgian chandeliers were removed from the building following the outbreak of war and consequently suffered no damage. (The Times; Nikolaus Pevsner, The Buildings of England: North Somerset and Bristol Penguin, 1958; www.nationaltrust.org.uk; www.museumofcostume.co.uk)
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1816: The Times newspaper reported a case of ‘female heroism at Bath’. The article goes on to say: ‘There happens to have been at Bath, for some time past, and still to remain there, a Lady of rather diminutive stature whose principal amusement in the morning is á promener á cheval [to ride a horse] about the streets of Bath.’ On one occasion, however, two men appear to have forgotten their manners and, by their looks and gestures, the lady assumed that they were quizzing [mocking] her. At the time she took no notice. However, the next day she rode as usual, this time equipped with a horsewhip. On seeing the two men in Milson Street, described as ‘the most fashionable promenades in Bath’, she proceeded ‘san acremonie [without acrimony], to chastise them for the liberties in which they had indulged themselves the day before at her expense, by horsewhipping them the whole length of the street, from the part where she met them, to the great mirth of the company who happened to be present at the time’! (The Times)
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1539: Prior Holloway of Bath surrendered the abbey to Tregonwell and Petre, King Henry VIII’s representatives. The prior signed the surrender, as did the sub-prior of Dunster and the eighteen monks who made up the community. The prior was given an £80-a-year pension and a house in Stall Street and the sub-prior was given £9 per annum. The monks got pensions of varying amounts, ranging from £4 13s to £8 depending on the length of service. Since Bath Abbey was the second richest monastery in Somerset, this apparent generosity was easily afforded. Many of the monks were still alive in 1553 and one monk, William Clement, had become vicar of St Mary de Stalls. In the years following the Dissolution, John Leland, travelling through Bath in the 1540s, noted that the recent rebuilding started in the 1490s, stating that ‘Oliver King, Bishop of Bath, began of late days a right godly new church at the west part of the old church of St Peter and finished a great piece of it. The residue of it since made by the priors of Bath and especially by Gibbs, the last prior there, that spent a great sum of money on the fabric.’ (Peter Davenport, Medieval Bath Uncovered, Tempus, 2002; Bath Abbey website; John Leland, John Leland’s Itinerary: Travels in Tudor England, Sutton, 1999)
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1899: Domestic violence in the Victorian period seems to have been an all too common occurrence, perhaps owing to entrenched social attitudes and a court system of limited effectiveness. One such case took place, on this date, at Bath Police Court. The previous evening, PC Crane was called from the Central Police Station to the Milsom family home, where he found Annie Milsom, a small girl aged 13, bleeding profusely from a head wound. He found the girl’s father, Sampson Milsom, on the premises and asked that he accompany him, with the girl, to the hospital, which he did. The girl stated that she had received the head wound after a plate had been thrown at her. The girl’s father was charged with maliciously wounding her and claimed that it would not have occurred if the children had been home at the proper time. Annie had been out with her mother visiting her grandmother when they returned home together. Sampson had thrown a number of objects at the mother before hurling the plate. Sampson pleaded guilty to throwing the plate, but not at the child, stating that he was aiming at his wife. The clerk replied that he was still guilty of assault and sentenced him to two months’ hard labour. Mrs Milsom asked the court for an order of separation, but was told by the court that if Mr Milsom’s behaviour did not improve when he was released then she should apply for the order. (Bath Journal)
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2004: An unusual Anti-Social Behaviour Order was served on a homeless man who habitually dined extravagantly in Bath’s posh restaurants despite being unable to pay the bill; when he finished his meals he either admitted that he could not pay or just ran off. Mr Hughes, aged 58, was given the ASBO, normally reserved for teenage delinquents and drunks gathering in parks, which banned him from all the restaurants in Bath. In recent months, Hughes failed to pay his bill no less than fifty-nine times. He was caught after visiting a Café Uno. The owner became suspicious when Hughes entered and ordered a pizza and a couple of beers. While staff were busy, Hughes slipped out but the manager, who noticed Hughes was missing, went out and managed to catch him around the corner. His last assault upon Bath’s restaurants was at the Fishworks Restaurant. Commenting at the time, the restaurant’s chief executive stated: ‘The trouble is that with it happening so often, there is obviously a concern that he will carry on in this way.’ As well as being given the ASBO, Hughes was fined £50. (Western Daily Press)
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2001: David Hempleman-Adams, adventurer and explorer, was awarded one of the highest accolades in ballooning. The British Balloon and Airship club bestowed their gold badge with three diamonds on Hempleman-Adams of Box, near Bath, after he met the requirements for the award. The requirements test a balloon pilot’s abilities in distance, accuracy, duration and height for hot-air ballooning. Hempleman-Adams met the altitude requirements by flying over the Andes in a 120,000ft3 balloon constructed by Cameron, a Bristol-based balloon company. The duration requirements were met with a balloon flight to the North Pole and the distance requirement from a balloon trip to Canada. In addition, Hempleman-Adams also needed to have flown for a distance of 300km at an altitude of 6,000ft and drop a small marker on an agreed target to obtain the gold badge. The scheme had been running for ten years before Hempleman-Adams became the first person to gain this accolade. (Western Daily Press)
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1881: At Bath Police Court, two dairymen were fined £5 and £7 10s respectively for selling adulterated milk, to which had been added 17 per cent and 40 per cent of water respectively. In their defence, both defendants claimed that they had bought the milk from the same farmer and that they had retailed the product as bought. (Berrow’s Worcester Journal)
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2012: It was reported that a dog owner from Bath, who eight months previously had lost his Staffordshire Bull Terrier, was surprised to be told that it had turned up in London. The dog, called Fido, went missing from the family home in Lower Bristol Road and was found wandering the streets of Kensington, 120 miles away. It was taken to Battersea Dogs Home where it was scanned for a microchip. Staff were then able to contact the owner, Chris Eyles, who went immediately to London to retrieve his dog. During 2011, Battersea Dogs and Cats Home took in almost 6,000 dogs, of which 28 per cent were microchipped. Had it not been for the microchip, it was almost certain that Fido would not have been able to be rehomed. (www.bbc.co.uk)
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1945: A plan for Bath was presented to the people of the city at an exhibition opened by Mr W.S. Morrison, government minister for Town and Country Planning. The plans were drawn up by Sir Patrick Abercrombie in an attempt to provide a framework in which the city could expand. More housing was envisaged, but not on the city’s hill crests, to retain a visual link with the countryside. The Times stated that the ‘most striking feature of the internal road plan is an inner circle for traffic’ which aimed to relieve traffic in the city centre. However, large-scale demolition of Kingsmead was also proposed, involving the demolition of several Georgian buildings, including the baroque Rosewell House. The plan was not followed through in the main, but Cuncliffe notes that ‘nonetheless the plan was a valuable exercise, and even though little of it had been realised, it had the effect of focusing peoples’ attention on Bath, as a developing organic whole, in a way that had never been attempted.’ Sir Patrick Abercrombie was a leading town planning consultant in the UK and abroad and was knighted in 1945. During the war, when his London offices were bombed, Abercrombie braved the wrath of the air-raid wardens to retrieve a casket of vintage claret from the cellar. He served it immediately to his fellow workers to boost their morale. (Oxford Dictionary of National Biography; The Times; Barry Cuncliffe, The City of Bath, Sutton, 1986)
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1847: Elopement stories were of great
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