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“Faith like a Ketchup Seed”

It’s not the faith of a mustard seed,

but it still guides me through life

and tastes great on hot dogs.
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Scripture quotations marked “NKJV” are taken from The New King James Version / Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, Copyright © 1982. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked “NIV” are taken from HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.

Scripture quotations marked “RSV” are taken from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1952 [2nd edition, 1971] by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked “ESV” are taken from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

In accordance with the “Fair Use” rule of copyright law, any copyrighted characters, people, companies, products, songs, etc. mentioned herein are presented as a form of parody. This book uses various forms of comedy, including parody, satire, and sarcasm, for humorous enjoyment and/or to make profound theological points. You are solely responsible for the use of the ideas, concepts, and content herein and hold the author, this book, the publisher, and the bookseller harmless in any event or claim.

Whew! Now that the Disclaimers and Liability Waivers are out of the way, let me say: Thank you for reading this book. Please have fun! And may God bless you.
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Matthew 17:20 (NKJV):

He [Jesus] replied,

“Because you have so little faith.

Truly I tell you, if you have faith

as small as a mustard seed,

you can say to this mountain,

‘Move from here to there,’

and it will move.

Nothing will be impossible for you.”

Jesus said if we have faith like a mustard seed,

we can move mountains.

Unfortunately,

I have faith like a ketchup seed.

And it’s slow in coming out of the bottle.

And yet, I relish the faith I have.

Hot dog!

* * * * * * *
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​“Proverbs, Parables, & Ponderings”
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O ye of little faith!

If you’re going to walk on water,

Why are you wearing swim fins?

The Bible features 365 different instances of those timeless words of comfort: “Do not fear”; “Be not afraid”; or “Get a grip”. 365 times! That means that for every day of the year, we can have the promise of divine protection; except for February 29th, when it’s best to stay inside to fast, pray, and submerge ourselves in a tub of blessed olive oil.

An overweight woman waddled into a restaurant and ordered a large meal of buttery appetizers and sugary desserts, more than enough to feed the hungriest of barbershop quartets! When asked by the waiter what she would like to drink, she replied, “I’ll have a Diet Coke, of course. I have to watch my weight.”

Isn’t that how we approach our faith? How can we expect an hour church service to make up for all we do the rest of the week, if we suffer from spiritual amnesia as soon as we leave the sanctuary?

The unbeliever who refuses to hear the Gospel

Is like a dying man who refuses a cure;

Or the Death Row convict

Who won’t accept a pardon.

And to what shall I compare the kingdom of Heaven? The kingdom of Heaven is like a student studying for a final exam in a pass or fail course. He cannot retake the test or the class; and he needs to pass in order to graduate. To make the acceptable grade, the student must concentrate on his studies and avoid unnecessary distractions like TV and toga parties.

(This is not to condemn such activities, but rather to put them in their proper place. Occasionally, one should take a break and watch the more important shows, such as “Christian World News” and reruns of “The Dick Van Dyke Show”.)

‘Tis better to have a light snack with friends,

Than to feast with one’s enemies;

Especially since one’s enemies

Tend to eat foods high in

Fat and cholesterol;

And more than likely,

They’ll stick you with the check.

How my mind boggles when I contemplate the big questions of life: Why are we here? Who’s out there? And which side’s having the most fun?

Our finite minds can never fully comprehend the effects of sin on God’s Perfect Creation. How many of us figured out the Rubex Cube? (Without removing the stickers.) So how can we expect to grasp the infinite? Where would we start, since there’s no beginning and no end?

Let’s examine the platypus. Did God intend for this creature to look that way? And what’s it supposed to be? This Australian animal has the bill of a duck, the female glands and fur of a mammal, and lays eggs like a bird; yet it has no wings. Did the eating of the forbidden fruit by Adam and Eve alter its appearance? Or was it formed out of spare parts lying around after the other animals were made? The same questions may also be asked about my Uncle Rufkin, except he doesn’t lay eggs. But that’s not say he hasn’t tried.

Better is a generous poor man

Than a stingy rich man;

But good luck trying to get a twenty

Out of either one.

And what about the Rapture? The Scriptures say The Lord will come “like a thief in the night”. That phrase lost its original significance in light of modern security systems. Not only can we know when a burglar breaks into our house, we can greet him at the door, have him sign our guestbook, and send him on his way with a Gospel tract, a can of SPAM, and a broken TV we planned to donate to Goodwill.

The Bible clearly states we will not know the day nor the hour. Especially true in my case, ‘cause my watch broke. The dilemma is how we will know when to shave? And what should we wear? Something formal, but how would we return a rental? If the tux shop owner has to suffer through the Tribulation, he doesn’t need several unreturned tuxedos too.

Oftentimes in faith,

We must die to live,

Cry to laugh,

And close our eyes to see.

No wonder unbelievers get so confused!

And what about the Final Frontier? Death. Boldly going where no man has gone before while singing a song of six-pence with a pocketful of rye. (Whatever that means.)

My advice to anyone who will die someday is listen now to The Only One Who’s been There and back of His own volition. Heaven’s like a Hollywood party; Whom you know gets you in. So become friends with The One Who prepared a place for those who believe. Trust Him completely; obey what He says; and stay inside to fast, pray, and submerge yourself in a tub of blessed olive oil every February 29th.

* * * * * * *
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“Really?”

“Cross my soul;

and know I’ll live forever!”

* * * * * * *
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I’m Blest by the Best!

* * * * * * *
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“Cross Referencing:

Making Sure Your Life Reflects Christ”

If we only reach up to God, we’re a pole.

If we only reach out to others, we’re a plank.

But if we reach up to God;

and reach out to others,

we’re the cross God wants us to be.

* * * * * * *
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​“A Godly, Christian Way”
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Our lives are not about us. No matter how much we may want to be, we are not the Main Character in our own stories. History is His Story. Jesus is the Main Character. At best, we’re the wacky neighbor.

But don’t be like Mrs. Kravitz on “Bewitched”, just peering through the blinds and screeching, “Hey Abner!”

Instead, be more like Kramer and barge into the Main Character’s apartment. We’re not the Main Character, but we should still become as involved in the plot as much as we can. In a positive, beneficial capacity. So, not entirely like Kramer.

Pretty much everything I do is to support my own special ministry—it’s a search and rescue type of mission—an outreach program to unwed bikini supermodels.

I’m searching for the right one to save her from her singleness.

And I mean that, in a godly, Christian way.

You can say anything you want, no matter how awful, as long as you add the phrase: “And I mean that, in a godly Christian way.”

“I hope you get attacked by a pack of rabid penguins! ... And I mean that, in a godly Christian way.”

“Oh, okay then. As long as you mean that, in a godly Christian way. Thanks.”

* * * * * * *
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Love more than you think you should.

Because it’s never enough.

And I mean, love. Not leer.

No drooling, please.

And no stalking.

Unless you’re really, really cute.

And I mean that, in a godly Christian way.

* * * * * * *
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