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She peeks her head out of the backpack—
it looks like they’re in a giant gerbil tube!
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This book is dedicated to
Jacqueline Danner, Eveline Nelson, and Darlene Henderson.

Madame Danner ran the Indiana University Honors Program of
Foreign Language, an amazing program to help high school students
from Indiana experience the world. | was fortunate enough to attend
her program in Saint Brieuc, France, in 1990. | was able to participate

thanks to my amazing French tutor, Madame Nelson, who spent
countless hours tutoring me in French so | could skip a year and compete
with the big-city high school kids. Madame Henderson was my French
teacher at Taylor High School for French 1-4. She introduced me to

French language and culture, and supported me on my French language

journey, including testing out of a year of French.
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Bienvenue en
France!
Welcome to France!
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The bounce of the plane
wheels and the voice over
the loudspeaker wakes ‘ittle
Bear up from her deep sleep
curled up in a cozy sweater.
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CHANIEIL

With her head out and
ears perked up, she sees
fancy stores and hears
many different sounds.
.
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What a long queue
for immigration!

It is a lot for a tired little
bear with jet lag, so she
curls back into her little nest
in the backpack for a nap.
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