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Dear Parents and Educators,

Welcome to Penguin Young Readers! As parents and educators, you
 know that each child develops at his or her own pace—in terms of
 speech, critical thinking, and, of course, reading. Penguin Young
 Readers recognizes this fact. As a result, each Penguin Young Readers
 book is assigned a traditional easy-to-read level (1–4) as well as a
 Guided Reading Level (A–P). Both of these systems will help you choose
 the right book for your child. Please refer to the back of each book 
for specific leveling information. Penguin Young Readers features 
esteemed authors and illustrators, stories about favorite characters,
 fascinating nonfiction, and more!









This book is perfect for a Fluent Reader who:

• can read the text quickly with minimal effort;

• has good comprehension skills;

• can self-correct (can recognize when something doesn’t sound right); and

• can read aloud smoothly and with expression.

Here are some activities you can do during and after reading this book:

• Pretend you’re Abraham Lincoln and read the Gettysburg Address 
aloud to an audience.

• Make Connections: Find Gettysburg, PA, on a map. Is it near where 
you live?

• Read other books about Abraham Lincoln or the Civil War.

• Make a list of words and/or pictures from the story that tell you it takes
 place in the past (for example, stovepipe hat).




Remember, sharing the love of reading with a child is the best gift
 you can give!

—Bonnie Bader, EdM, and Katie Carella, EdM
Penguin Young Readers program




*Penguin Young Readers are leveled by independent reviewers applying the standards developed by Irene Fountas
 and Gay Su Pinnell in Matching Books to Readers: Using Leveled Books in Guided Reading, Heinemann, 1999.
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To Michael Scott Fritz—JF
 To my wife, Cynthia—CR
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DURING

THE
CIVIL
WAR
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President
Lincoln
was
one
busy
man.



He
had
two
big
jobs.



He
had
to
free
the
slaves.



And
he
had
to
win
the
war.
The
Civil

War.
It
had
begun
in
1861—Americans

against
Americans.
Some
southern

states
had
quit
the
Union.
They
wanted

their
own
country,
they
said.
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But
Lincoln
couldn’t
let
them
run
off

like
that.
This
was
the
United
States,

wasn’t
it?
That’s
the
way
it
had
started.

That’s
the
way
it
should
be.



Besides
these
big
jobs,
the
president

had
little
jobs,
too.
He
had
to
shake

hands.
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Everyone
wanted
to
shake
the

president’s
hand.
So
he
shook
and

shook
and
shook.
Often
his
own
hand

was
swollen
afterward.
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