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PREFACE






This is a topical
study on the subject of the assurance of salvation. As you begin,
please be aware that the first two chapters may be difficult to
read. I believe, however, that it is important for us to begin with
an understanding that there are many things we cling to that are
not in them-selves a basis for assurance.

Personally, I
believe we can have an assurance of our forgiveness of sin and
guarantee of eternal life in the presence of God. This assurance,
however, is not based on anything we have done or will do but
rather in what the Lord Jesus has done and is doing in us.

It is my hope that
this simple study will help us see Christ and His work in a new
way. I can only pray that it will help some to come to know Him for
the first time. For others, I pray that it will bring a deeper
confidence in His work on their behalf. May the Lord use this
simple study to meet you wherever you are in your relationship with
Him.






F. Wayne Mac
Leod




Chapter 1 - EASY
SALVATION






Bernard de Perrot
in his book “Les plus belles pages de Finney” says that while only
thirty percent of the great evangelist D.L Moody’s converts
remained firm, eighty-five percent of Charles Finney’s converts
persevered to their death. (De Perrot, Bernard, "Les Plus Belles
Pages de Finney," Flavion-Florennes: Editions le Phare, 1979, page
123).

There is some
debate over these statistics. It is not our purpose here to compare
these two great evangelists. These figures, however, are
disturbing. If de Perrot is right, this would indicate that up to
70% of those who make a profession of faith in Christ will not
persevere in that faith to the end. If we bring this matter down to
our own day, many of us know individuals who, at one time in their
life, made a profession of faith in Christ and then fell back into
their former lifestyle. What is happening? Why are we seeing such
staggering statistics?

I was in a meeting
some time ago, where the speaker led her listeners in a short
sinners’ prayer. When the prayer was over she assured them that
they were now God’s children and guaranteed a place in heaven. For
many people, becoming a Christian is as simple as going forward at
an evangelistic meeting or praying a sinners’ prayer. Please do not
get me wrong. For some, salvation is just that simple. We cannot
afford to assume, however, that everyone who does so in now a child
of God.

We are living in
an age and culture where everything is so easy. We can do our
banking over the internet. We can access our money through
automatic banking machines twenty-four hours a day. We communicate
with the entire world from the comfort of our computers. We send
documents and pictures to destinations thousands of kilometres away
in minutes by email of fax. Never in the history of the world have
things been so easy and convenient. Has this been spilling over
into our faith?

The message of the
gospel is incredibly simple. The Bible tells in John 3:16 that:

God so loved
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

This is the simple
gospel. There is nothing complicated about it. The person who
believes on the Son has eternal life. God has not made it
difficult. He has made the gospel so simple that even a child can
grasp its significance and know the salvation of the Lord. While we
believe in a simple gospel, we need to beware of an easy salvation.
In our age of convenience and ease we have sometimes made salvation
so easy that we equate it with the simple act of raising a hand or
walking an aisle. There are those whose assurance of salvation is
based solely on these external actions. The assurance of my
salvation, however, must be based on something much more profound.
Could it be that the reason Christianity is in the condition it is
in today is because we have exchanged true salvation for a cheap
and easy imitation?

The great preacher
Jonathan Edwards challenged his congregation and readers to
carefully examine their lives to be sure that the salvation they
claimed to have experienced was indeed the real thing and not a
cheap imitation:

Those who
entertain the opinion and hope of themselves, that they are godly,
should take great care to see that their foundation be right. Those
that are in doubt should not give themselves rest till the matter
be resolved.

It is said of
Jonathan Edwards that when someone came to him seeking assurance of
salvation he would first challenge them to seek whether they were
saved at all. Could it be that we are giving assurance of salvation
to those who are not saved? Could we, like the false prophets of
Jeremiah’s day, be proclaiming “peace, peace when there is no
peace” (Jeremiah. 6:14)?

Any study on the
question of the assurance of salvation should begin with a careful
examination of ourselves to see if we truly know the salvation of
the Lord. I trust that this brief study will enable you to come to
grips with this all important question.




Chapter 2 - FALSE
HOPE


There are people
in churches today who demonstrate many characteristics of a true
believer but whose salvation is not genuine. Some time ago I asked
myself the question: How close can an individual get to being a
Christian without actually being one? As I studied the teaching of
Scriptures on this point I was astonished to see what they taught.
Let me share with you some of these findings.

You Can Believe
in God and not Know the Salvation of the Lord

There are many
passages in Scripture which speak to this point. Listen to what
James 2:19 tells us:

You believe
that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and
shudder.

There is no one
who understands that there is a God better than Satan and his
demons. They, however, are far from Him. Their eternal destiny is
sealed. We will not see them in heaven with those who belong to the
Lord. You can believe in God like Satan and his demons and still
not be guaranteed a place in heaven.

Paul told the
Romans in Romans 1:18-20 that belief in God is one of the most
natural things in the world:

The wrath of
God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and
wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since
what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made
it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God's
invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been
clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men
are without excuse.

Creation testifies
to the greatness of God. We see His gentle and loving care in the
sun and the rain. We see His power in the earthquake and the storm.
We see His faithfulness in each breath we take or in each beat of
our heart. The Psalmist tells us that it is only the fool who
claims there is no God (see Psalm 14:1).

Paul continues in
Romans 1.21 to say:

For although
they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to
him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were
darkened.

Paul describes
here a people who knew God but who were still in darkness. From
this we understand that knowing God is not sufficient. Like the
individuals Paul described here you can know about God and still be
under His judgment.

You Can Live a
Good Life and not be a True Believer

Let’s move now
from a belief in God to lifestyle. We have all met individuals who
say they believe in God but they do not honour God in their way of
life. Jesus often condemned the hypocrites of His day reminding
them that a true belief in God ought to change our way of life.

Having said this,
however, Scripture also teaches that it is possible to have both a
belief in God and a good life and still not be a true believer.
There are different examples of this in the Bible.

The first example
is in Luke 18. In His travels, Jesus met a rich ruler. This ruler
came to Jesus with a desire to know how he could inherit eternal
life. From the context we understand that this man not only
believed in God but also obeyed the commandments of Moses (see Luke
18:20-21). After speaking with this ruler, however, Jesus turned to
His disciples in Luke 18:24-25 and said:

How hard it is
for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of God.

Here was a man who
not only believed in God but also did his best to obey His
commandments but according to Jesus He was not going to enter the
kingdom of God.

In Acts 10 we read
the story of Cornelius. Listen to how the Bible describes this man
and his family in Acts 10:1-2:

At Caesarea
there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as
the Italian Regiment. He and all his family were devout and
God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God
regularly.

There can be no
doubt about the character of this man and his family. They believed
in God and served Him with all their heart. Despite their belief in
God and good works, one day an angel appeared to Cornelius. Listen
to what this angel told him in Acts 11:13-14:

Send to Joppa
for Simon who is called Peter. He will bring you a message through
which you and all your household will be saved.

This verse shows
us clearly that although Cornelius was devout and God-fearing, he
still needed to be saved. His beliefs and good works would not get
him to heaven.

In John 3 we read
about a Pharisee named Nicodemus. This man had many good qualities.
As a Pharisee he not only believed in God but served Him
religiously. There was no group in Israel as religious as the
Pharisees. Listen, however, to what Jesus tells this God fearing
religious man in John 3:3:

In reply Jesus
declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God
unless he is born again.”

The insinuation
here is that Nicodemus, as good and as religious as he was, at this
point in his life, was not going to see the kingdom of God. His
good works and beliefs were not enough to make him a child of
God.

All of these
examples make it very clear that it is quite possible to believe in
God and life a good life and still not be a true Christian.

You Can Have
Great Sincerity and Zeal for the Lord and not be Saved

Let’s add to the
above qualities a zeal for the Lord and His work. The Bible tells
us that it is possible to be very zealous for the Lord and His work
and not be saved. We have already seen an example of this in the
life of Cornelius. Let us reconsider this illustration.

Acts 10:1-2 tells
us clearly that Cornelius was a devout and God fearing man. There
can be no questioning his sincerity. This is clear in what the
angel told him about his prayers and gifts in Acts 10:4:

Cornelius
stared at him in fear.” What is it, Lord?" he asked. The angel
answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a
memorial offering before God.”

What do we
understand from this verse? We understand that the prayers and
service of Cornelius were acceptable to God. For them to be
acceptable to God they had to have been offered from a heart that
was sincere. Cornelius had a sincere heart in serving God. His
heart was sincere but he was still invited to contact Peter so he
and his family could be saved and become children of God.

The apostle Paul,
told his readers in Romans 10:1-3 that even though the people of
Israel were very sincere and zealous for God they were not
saved:

Brothers, my
heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they
may be saved. For I can testify about them that they are zealous
for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. Since they did
not know the righteousness that comes from God
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