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O my beloved child and noble beloved ones, may Allah prolong your life in obedience to Him, and may Allah make it easy for you to follow the path of His beloved ones.

Know, o my dear child, that what is contained in various branches of advice actually originates from Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) himself. Therefore, when you receive such advice, it is indeed advice from the Prophet to you as well. What more with my advice? And if you have not yet grasped the meaning of this advice from me, then what knowledge have you truly gained all this time?
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First Counsel: Time is a Life
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O my beloved child,

As advised by the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) to his ummah, his words were as follows:

“It is a sign of Allah's turning away from a servant when he constantly engages in futile matters. And if there is even a single moment of his life spent on anything other than his purpose in life (which is to worship Allah), then its explanation (in the Hereafter) will be fitting for him. And whoever lives beyond forty years, yet his goodness does not surpass his evil, then he has readied himself to enter the fire of hell.”

Indeed, the advice from the Prophet is sufficient for those who are knowledgeable.
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Second Counsel: How to Accept Advice
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O my beloved child,

To advise others is an easy matter; what truly difficult is the content of that advice, as it is often perceived as bitter by anyone still following their desires. 

Desires tend to incline towards things prohibited by the Islamic Law, especially for those seeking knowledge merely to attain titles or ranks. They are constantly busy showcasing their own greatness and accumulating worldly pleasures. Such individuals often assume that merely acquiring the knowledge they pursue is sufficient for their salvation and happiness, believing that it does not need to be practiced. Sadly, these individuals have been influenced by the beliefs or philosophies of certain thinkers. Glory be to Allah, how misguided this thinking is.

Have they not realized that someone who acquires knowledge but does not practice it will face heavier questioning in the Hereafter than someone who knew nothing at all? 
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The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:

“The one with the severest punishment on the Day of Resurrection is the one who acquired knowledge but did not benefit from it.”

And it is narrated from Imam Junaid al-Baghdadi, may Allah purify all that is hidden from him, that there was once a person who dreamt of meeting Imam al-Baghdadi in his sleep, not long after the passing of Imam Junaid al-Baghdadi. 

This person then asked Imam Junaid al-Baghdadi, saying: “How are you, O Abul Qasim?” (Imam Junaid). 

Imam Junaid al-Baghdadi replied: “Perished are the speeches and vanished are the allusions, nothing benefited us except the prostrations which we made in the middle of the night.”
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Third Counsel: Knowledge Is of No Use Unless It Is Applied
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O my beloved child,

Do not be lazy in seeking knowledge, and do not let yourself be devoid of beneficial actions. Be aware that the knowledge you acquire cannot guarantee your salvation in the Hereafter.

For example, consider someone who buys ten sharp swords and other weapons, and who is also strong and skilled in warfare. One day, a ferocious tiger appears and ends up devouring that person. What do you think of this incident? Can the weapons purchased earlier kill the tiger without being used? Of course not. The weapons can only be used and serve their function if the one who possesses them actually uses them.

Similarly, consider someone who knows hundreds of thousands of knowledge but does not act upon it. All of their knowledge will be of no use unless it is applied. It's like someone suddenly attacked by a fever and jaundice, advised to take medicine. There will be results if they take the medicine, but no results if they don't.

In this regard, there is a saying in Arabic: “If you weigh two thousand kati​[1] of alcohol, you will not get drunk until you drink it.”

So if you study for a hundred years and gather a thousand books, you are still not worthy of receiving the mercy of Allah (the Exalted and Glorious) unless you practice that knowledge. Allah says:

“And that there is not for man except that [good] for which he strives.” (An-Najm: 39)

And Allah says:

“Say, 'Indeed, I am only a man like you, to whom it has been revealed that your god is one God. So whoever would hope for the meeting with his Lord - let him do righteous work and not associate in the worship of his Lord anyone.'” (Al-Kahf: 110)

And Allah says in another verse:

“So let them laugh a little and [then] weep much as recompense for what they used to earn.” (At-Tawbah: 82)

“Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds - they will have the Gardens of Paradise as a lodging, wherein they abide eternally. They will not desire from it any transfer.” (Al-Kahf: 107-108)

“Except for those who repent, believe, and do righteous deeds; for those Allah will replace their evil deeds with good. And ever is Allah Forgiving and Merciful.” (Al-Kahf: 70).

And the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 

“Islam is built upon five things, namely testifying that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, establishing prayers, giving zakat, fasting in the month of Ramadan, and performing Hajj to the Baitullah for whoever is able.”

So faith is in the words uttered by the tongue, in the belief affirmed by the heart, and in the deeds performed by the limbs. 

The evidence that urges us to act is so numerous that they cannot be counted. Although a servant may enter Paradise by the grace and mercy of Allah, yet this grace and mercy are obtained after the servant prepares themselves with obedience and worship, because the mercy of Allah is more for His servants who do good.

If someone were to say, “Entering Paradise is only by faith alone,” then we would answer: 

“Indeed, that is the truth, but when can someone safely reach there (enter Paradise) and how many great obstacles and temptations must they overcome before reaching there?”

"So the first temptation they must overcome is the temptation itself, whether they will remain safe from losing their faith until the end of their life. And if they die in a state of faith, then is it certain that they are not lazy or at a loss?"

Imam Hasan al-Basri (a scholar and saint of the Tabi'in era) may Allah have mercy on him, said: 

“Allah will say to His servants on the Day of Judgement: 'Enter Paradise by My mercy, and determine your position according to your deeds.'”
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Fourth Counsel: Reward Is Determined by Deeds


[image: ]


O my beloved child,

For as long as you do not perform deeds, you will not receive rewards.

It is narrated that there was a man from the Children of Israel who worshiped Allah for seventy years. Allah intended to test him before the angels, so He sent him an angel to inform him that even though he had worshiped for seventy years, he was still not worthy of entering Paradise.

When the angel informed him of this situation, he said to the angel, 

“That is not my concern. I was created to worship Allah, so I will continue to do so.” 

When the angel returned to Allah, he said, “O my Lord, You know best what he said.” 

Then Allah said, "If My servant does not turn away from worshiping Me, then I will reward him with My mercy, and I will not turn away from him. O My angels, bear witness that I have forgiven all his sins."

And the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: 

“Evaluate yourself before you are taken to account, and weigh your deeds before they are weighed for you."

And Sayyidina Ali ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be pleased with him) said: 

“Whoever thinks that they will enter Paradise without effort is merely dreaming, and whoever thinks that they will enter Paradise solely by their efforts has become arrogant in the mercy of Allah.”

And Hasan al-Basri, may Allah have mercy on him, said: “Seeking Paradise without deeds is a sin among all sins.” 

And he also said: “The sign of someone understanding the essence of knowledge is abandoning consideration of the rewards of an action, not abandoning the action itself.”

And the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: 

“The wise person is the one who constantly evaluates themselves and acts for their life after death, and the foolish person is the one who always follows their desires and only dreams of attaining the mercy of Allah.”
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