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		I know who my Scottish immigrant ancestors are. Do you?

		A clarification: I know who they are on my mother’s side. They came to America in the 1920s and are all easily traced in US and Scottish records—at least to the early nineteenth century. But the Scottish ancestors on my father’s side are an entirely different story. In fact, I don’t even know if I have any. However, his DNA results (and the fact that his earliest ancestors were in the American colonies before 1700) strongly suggest that Scots are in my paternal line somewhere. However, they will be much more difficult to trace.

		Whether your Scottish ancestor came to America yesterday or in 1714, you will need to develop skills to trace immigrant ancestors through time and confirm their identity in both countries. This can be a daunting task, especially if you seek a colonial immigrant.

		Luckily, we are living in a “golden age” of genealogy, with more and more sources coming available online every day. And with many of them indexed and keyword-searchable, it’s never been easier to access them—although I don’t think any algorithm will be able to search all at once for the great variety of spellings for surnames like McGillivray and Fenningham.

		This book will help you trace your Scottish ancestry—no matter when your ancestors arrived—whether you are a novice or an experienced researcher. We’ll walk you through the steps of discovering your ancestor’s homeland in American records and introduce you to Scottish history, migration patterns, and all kinds of records (church, civil, military, and more). In the following pages, you will learn how to access many of these documents online, helping you identify your ancestors and discover the world they lived in.

		With diligence and with luck, you too, will be able to say, “I know who my Scottish ancestors are and where they came from”—or, at least, one of them.

		Amanda Epperson, PhD

		Cleveland, Ohio

		May 2018

	
		PART 1
LINKING YOUR
 FAMILY TREE
 TO SCOTLAND

	
		1
 Discovering Your Scottish Heritage

		Tartan, kilts, bagpipes, and the Loch Ness Monster instantly bring Scotland to mind, whether you have Scottish ancestry or not. You may be aware of your Scottish great-grandfather and are eager to uncover his Scottish origins. Or perhaps you simply feel connected to Scottish music or the sound of Scots Gaelic and are hoping to share a genetic connection with this fabulous country. While the overall numbers of Scots who have immigrated to the United States may be small compared with other ethnic groups, Scottish Americans (including John Witherspoon and Andrew Carnegie) have had an outsized influence on American culture and business. And because Scots immigrated to the United States for more than three hundred years, you may very well have Scottish ancestry hidden somewhere in your family tree (image A).

		This chapter provides a brief introduction to the history of Scottish immigration to the United States. Knowing the circumstances surrounding your ancestors’ arrival in the United States can provide insight into their lives and reasons for departure. This chapter also features a brief summary of Scottish cultural activities maintained by Scottish Americans, allowing you to experience your heritage and honor your ancestors in new ways.

		
			[image: ]

			My grandfather, William Keir Hood, prepares to play the bagpipes at an event in Cleveland, Ohio.

		

		IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES

		Scots have been coming to America since Colonial times, and many Scottish immigrants have played an integral role in American history. Here, we’ll outline some of the broad trends in Scottish immigration to the United States. See chapter 4 for more on Scottish history.

		Scots in Colonial America: 1600s–1700s

		Scottish American history began in the seventeenth century. Few Scots came to the Americas in the first half of the century because emigrating-minded Scots had better opportunities closer to home, most notably in Ulster (see the sidebar on Ulster-Scots).

		However, this situation changed mid-century, when many Scots were forcibly removed from their homeland to the American Colonies. After being defeated by the English commander Oliver Cromwell in 1650 and 1651, captured Scottish troops were transported to Massachusetts, Maine, and New Hampshire. In these Colonies, they were sold into indentured servitude for seven-year terms.

		The first Scottish American organization, the Scots’ Charitable Society, was founded in Boston in 1657 to help the Scotsmen whose term of indenture expired that year. Covenanters, Presbyterians who were ardently opposed to government interference in the Church of Scotland, were also transported to the Americas during a period of religious turmoil in the 1680s.

		
			A Brief History of Ulster-Scots, or Scots-Irish

			In the early 1600s, the English government sought to solve the “Irish problem,” hoping to curtail Catholic influence in Ireland. After the English suppressed a series of rebellions in Ulster, a province in the north of Ireland, the region was left largely unpopulated, allowing England to settle Protestants in the area. The government created the Plantation of Ulster, a scheme to settle English and Scottish Protestants in Ulster.

			Private landlords arranged for Protestants to move into Counties Antrim and Down in Ulster. County Down was divided between Scots Hugh Montgomery and James Hamilton, both born in Ayrshire, Scotland (where Scottish emigrants to Ireland would later come from). Likewise, the largest landholders in County Antrim were Arthur Chichester (an Englishman) and Randal MacDonnell (a Scotsman). Most settlers to Chichester’s portion of land came from his native Devon, England, while MacDonnell (though a Catholic Highlander) sought most of his tenants from Protestant Lowlanders.

			One year later, the project expanded to include the Irish Counties of Armagh, Coleraine (present-day Londonderry), Tyronnel (present-day Donegal), Tyrone, Fermanagh, and Cavan. In part because Scotland was much closer to Ulster than England, Scots soon outnumbered English settlers 20:1. Scottish migration to Ulster was largely complete by the early eighteenth century, when about 600,000 people of Scottish descent lived there.

			However, not all the Scots-Irish or Ulster-Scots (as they came to be known) remained in Ulster. In 1718, the Ulster-Scots emigration to the America colonies began. Some estimates assert that upwards of 250,000 people from Ulster settled in the thirteen American colonies between 1718 and 1775. Emigration from Ulster to the United States continued to be significant throughout the nineteenth century.

			Given this unique history, you’ll need a different set of tools to research your Ulster-Scots/Scots-Irish ancestry. This book focuses on finding your ancestors who came directly from Scotland to the United States. For more information on tracing your Ulster-Scots ancestors in Ireland, see The Family Tree Irish Genealogy Guide by Claire Santry <www.familytreemagazine.com/store/the-family-tree-irish-genealogy-guide> or download the Scots Irish Genealogy Crash Course web seminar <www.familytreemagazine.com/store/scots-irish-genealogy-crash-course-ondemand-webinar>.

		

		Other Scots came to the Americas under their own free will. Scottish merchants operated throughout the American Colonies in the mid- to late-1600s, though they may not have been permanent residents. The Navigation Acts, passed by the English Parliament, forbid the Colonies from trading with any European countries besides England. Since Scotland was treated as foreign for the purposes of these laws, any direct trade between Scotland and the Colonies was illegal. Still, contemporary records suggest Scots regularly smuggled goods out of the Colonies.

		Other voluntary emigrants settled in the colonies of East Jersey (now part of New Jersey) and Carolina. The proprietors of East Jersey, several of whom were Quakers, received their charter in November 1683, and the new colony attracted immigrants from all over Scotland. Charleston in Carolina became another highlight of Scottish immigration after a nearby settlement (Stuart’s Town) was founded by Covenanters, then destroyed by the Spanish just two years later. The Stuart’s Town settlers relocated to Charleston or the northern colonies.

		In 1707, the separate nations of England and Scotland formed a political union creating the United Kingdom of Great Britain. After the Union, Scots were able to trade with and settle in British territories. As a result, Scottish migration to the American colonies began in earnest in the 1730s and reached its height after 1760. By 1790, Scots had settled in every colony from Maine to Georgia and (by some estimates) represented just over 5 percent of the population.

		Two trends stand out about the experience of the Scots in Colonial America. Highland Scots (from the northern and western part of the country) tended to settle in frontier regions like the Cape Fear Valley in North Carolina, the Mohawk Valley in New York, and Darien in Georgia. Lowland Scots (from the southern and eastern part of the country) often settled in the more established parts of the colonies and frequently gravitated to the growing urban centers of New York City, Philadelphia, Boston, and Charleston. Additionally, educated Scots, both Highland and Lowland, were overrepresented in Colonial government and the fields of religion, education, and trade. These well-educated merchants, religious figures, and educators were often unable to find work in the homeland, so they followed their Scottish brethren across the Atlantic. Simply put, many Scots needed to leave Scotland to earn their keep, and they were willing to do so.

		As you might expect, all emigrants from this time period reached the Colonies by sailing ship, but their method of departure depended upon their circumstances. Highlanders from the same parish often sought their fortunes together in the New World, traveling in large groups. More commonly, individual extended family groups left together: patriarch, his children, and their spouses and children. Generally, these groups, large and small, paid for their own passage. Others were forced from Scotland. The Scottish government continued to transport convicts to the Americas (though Scottish courts sent considerably fewer than the English). A number of Scots indentured themselves, binding themselves to serve a master for a certain number of years in exchange for passage and (if they were skilled) an annual salary. Many Scots were actually indentured in London, having travelled to the metropolis to seek a living and deciding to emigrate to the colonies only after they were unable to find a living.

		In this age of sail, most cities along the eastern seaboard served as ports of entry for immigrants. Scots arrived in New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Charleston, Savannah, and many others. Toward the end of the Colonial period, Philadelphia became the most common port of entry for Scots arriving from Europe. Immigrants would travel from these port cities to their ultimate destinations, either over land or by local ships.

		While the average Scot probably did not face any outright discrimination during the eighteenth century, they often were looked upon unfavorably. This feeling in the Colonies mirrored a similar trend in England, where both nations were still adjusting to the effects of Union. This disfavor was exceptionally strong in the Chesapeake area, where many Colonial planters resented their indebtedness to the Glasgow tobacco merchants.

		This resentment boiled over in the already contentious climate in Colonial America, and Scottish immigrants played a large role in stoking the flames. At the outbreak of the American Revolution, ten of the thirteen Colonial governors were Scottish, and both the English and Loyalist Americans scapegoated the Scots as the cause of the war (image B). In the first draft of the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson wrote of “Scotch and foreign mercenaries” that had been sent to “invade & deluge us in blood,” likely referencing German Hessian and Scottish Highland soldiers who had been recruited to defeat the rebelling Colonists. However, Scottish-born members of the Continental Congress, particularly John Witherspoon, objected to the negative characterization of their homeland. Ultimately, the reference to “Scotch mercenaries” was removed from the final document.

		After the conflict was over, Scots had to decide whether or not to live in the new nation. Many Highlanders (who had come to the Colonies in the 1760s and 1770s) were, like other recent immigrants, Loyalists, and left the United States at the end of the war. Roughly half of the Highlanders in the Cape Fear and Mohawk Valleys left after the War, heading for Canada, the Caribbean, or Scotland. But the other half stayed—determined to make peace with their neighbors and the new country.
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			This 1775 cartoon depicts Scottish Lords Bute and Mansfield (center-right, numbered 1 and 2) directing troops in traditional Highlander dress (right, numbered 5) to inflict a “Scotch butchery” on British troops and the people of Boston. Meant to drum up fear in the hearts of colonists, this is an example of the Scotophobia that existed prior to the American Revolution.

		

		The 1800s: A “Century” of Emigration

		Though many Scots came to the United States early in the country’s history, immigration came to a standstill between 1775 and 1820. Immigration was made difficult due to the American Revolution (1775–1783) and War of 1812 (1812–1815) on the US side, in addition to the French Revolution (1789–1799) and Napoleonic Wars (1803–1815) on the European side. Afterwards began what is known as the “century” of immigration, lasting roughly from 1820 until 1930. This time period saw millions of people migrate across the world, especially from Europe to North America.

		Scotland was particularly affected by mass emigration. Scotland’s population grew between 1841 and 1921, but it lost between 10 and 47 percent of its natural increase per decade and saw its population decrease between 1921 and 1931:

		
			
					Year
					Scottish population
			

			
					1841
					2,620,184
			

			
					1851
					2,888,274
			

			
					1861
					3,062,294
			

			
					1871
					3,360,018
			

			
					1881
					3,735,573
			

			
					1891
					4,033,103
			

			
					1901
					4,472,103
			

			
					1911
					4,760,904
			

			
					1921
					4,882,407
			

			
					1931
					4,842,554
			

		

		In terms of emigrants as a percentage of the homeland’s total population, only Ireland and Norway lost more of their populations to emigration during this time period than Scotland.

		However, the actual numbers of Scots in the United States were quite small compared with other immigrant groups, especially in individual communities. For example, Germans flocked to the Midwest, where they greatly outnumbered Scots. In 1850, Germans in the city of Cincinnati outnumbered Scots in the whole state of Ohio 7:1.

		People from all over Scotland settled successfully in every region of the United States during this period. They continued to settle in New York City and Philadelphia, established farms in Ohio and Wisconsin, and built adobe homes in California

		No matter where they went, Scots—who were white, English-speaking, and Protestant—tended to be “invisible” to the rest of society, a phrase first used to describe them by historian Charlotte Erickson. Scots and other British immigrants were seen as more able to assimilate into American culture than other, non-English speaking European populations. However, their ability to speak English masked the vast differences in the social and political structure of the two countries, as well as the difficulties these immigrants faced in their new homeland.

		In the first half of the nineteenth century, most Scots who immigrated to America came in family groups and moved to rural, farming communities from the Northeast, the Central Belt, and the Border regions of Scotland. They often chose their destination from a guidebook or at the suggestion of those who had previously settled in the United States. Many were urban people who thought farming would be a better life, or farmers seeking an improved quality of life.

		This changed somewhat in the second half of the nineteenth century, when many more single men and women came to America. As the second Industrial Revolution took off in the United States, booming factories required more employees, and Scots had several advantages over other immigrant groups coming to America at this time. First, many had the advantage of heavy-industry experience. Second, they were fluent in English, literate, and numerate due to the excellent education system in Scotland (again, especially as compared with other countries). These factors meant that Scots were able to acquire better jobs and command higher wages, especially in management roles (such as in coal mines).

		The last period of significant Scottish migration to the United States occurred in the 1920s. This migration might have been larger if it hadn’t been for the restrictive immigration acts passed by the US Congress during this decade. After the first quota act of 1921, immigration from the United Kingdom was reduced by almost 20 percent. After the Scottish economy (which had depended upon heavy industry like shipbuilding in World War I) collapsed, Scots still found the United States an attractive destination. By 1930, the Scottish-born population in the United States had increased by almost 100,000 over that of 1920, increasing from 254,570 to 354,323.

		SCOTTISH TRADITIONS AND CULTURAL INFLUENCES

		All things Scottish have become increasingly popular since the release of the successful films Braveheart (1995) and Brave (2012), as well as the television series Outlander (first aired in 2014). However, Scottish Americans have actively maintained and promoted Scottish culture in the United States for centuries. They have formed organizations, hosted dinners, and held sporting events. Shops in America sell imported goods like tartan fabrics and chocolates. Learning about these various cultural events and symbols will help you more greatly appreciate your Scottish heritage.

		Scots and Scottish Americans also celebrate their heritage through traditional dress. The kilt, the traditional garment for Scottish men, is popular at Highland games (see the later section), weddings, and other special events on both sides of the Atlantic. In Scotland, the kilt (first worn in its current form 270 years ago) is also the favored garment for supporters of Scottish sports teams.

		Tartan, a checkered pattern of multiple colors, has been associated with Scotland (especially the Highlands) for many centuries. Since the early nineteenth century, families or regions have adopted particular setts (patterns), though there are no rules limiting who may wear which tartan pattern. If your family doesn’t have a tartan (or you don’t like the one “assigned” to your family), simply pick one you like. You can search all officially registered tartans from the Dress Gordon to the Edinburgh Zoo Panda tartan at the Scottish Register of Tartans <www.tartanregister.gov.uk/search>. Scottish Americans have also developed a ritual called the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan, during which the tartan fabric and their associated families are blessed. The first one was held in Washington, D.C. in the early years of the Second World War, and churches of various denominations can host them.

		
			Famous Americans with Scottish Ancestry

			Scots and their descendants have been part of America for over 350 years. In this time, they have distinguished themselves in many fields, from education to entrepreneurship. While a list of famous Americans with distant Scottish ancestry would fill an entire volume, the list of those who were immigrants or the children or grandchildren of immigrants from Scotland is still impressive:

			
					Alexander Graham Bell, inventor

					James Blair, founder of the College of William & Mary

					David Dunbar Buick, motor car designer

					Alexander Calder, artist

					Andrew Carnegie, industrialist

					Robert Downey, Jr., actor

					David Duchovny, actor

					Malcolm Forbes, magazine editor and publisher

					Alexander Hamilton, first secretary of the US Treasury

					Patrick Henry, founding father and governor of Virginia

					Washington Irving, author

					John Paul Jones, US Revolutionary War naval hero

					William Kidd, pirate

					Jay Leno, television personality

					Douglas MacArthur, five-star general

					Jimmy MacDonald, the voice of Mickey Mouse from 1948 to 1977

					Julianne Moore, actor

					John Muir, naturalist and co-founder of the Sierra Club

					Allan Pinkerton, founder of the Pinkerton National Detective Agency

					Donald Trump, forty-fifth president of the United States

					James Wilson, signer of the Declaration of Independence

					Woodrow Wilson, twenty-eighth president of the United States

					John Witherspoon, sixth president of the College of New Jersey (now Princeton University) and signer of the Declaration of Independence

			

		

		
			TIMELINE History of Scottish Immigration

			
				
						1650
						The first Scottish prisoners are transported to America after Scottish defeat at the Battle of Dunbar.
				

				
						1657
						The Scots’ Charitable Society of Boston is founded.
				

				
						1683
						East Jersey, an American colony founded by Scots, is chartered.
				

				
						1684
						Covenanter refugees arrive at Stuart’s Town, South Carolina. Spanish forces overrun the town two years later.
				

				
						1704
						
						America’s first continuously printed newspaper, The Boston News-Letter, is first published by Scottish-born John Campbell.
					
				

				
						1729
						The St. Andrew’s Society of Charleston is founded.
				

				
						1730s
						Many Scottish Highlanders immigrate to the American Colonies of Georgia, North Carolina, and New York.
				

				
						1746
						Presbyterians found the College of New Jersey (now Princeton University).
				

				
						1747
						The St. Andrew’s Society of Philadelphia is founded.
				

				
						1776
						Scotsmen John Witherspoon and James Wilson sign the Declaration of Independence.
				

				
						1788
						
						Robert Burns’ Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect is first published in the United States, in Philadelphia.
					
				

				
						1836
						The Highland Society of New York organizes the First Highland Games.
				

				
						1850
						Scottish-born Allan Pinkerton founds his famous detective agency.
				

				
						1858
						The Rockford Burns Club is organized in Rockford, Illinois.
				

				
						1863
						Henry Chisholm, a Scottish American, co-founds the Cleveland Rolling Mill Company, the second Bessemer steel works in the United States.
				

				
						1888
						John Reid (and others) founds St. Andrew’s Golf Club in Yonkers, New York.
				

				
						1892
						John Muir, a Scottish-born naturalist, co-founds the Sierra Club.
				

				
						1911
						Andrew Carnegie, who emigrated from Scotland as a teenager, endows the Carnegie Corporation of New York, a philanthropic foundation made of the bulk of his 145-million-dollar fortune.
				

				
						1956
						The first Grandfather Mountain Highland Games are held in North Carolina.
				

				
						1998
						Tartan Day is first celebrated in the United States.
				

			

		

		Another way to get in touch with your Scottish heritage is to eat traditional foods. Scotland is particularly known for the high quality of its salmon and beef. Oatmeal, which grows well in the Scottish climate, is another staple. Some foodstuffs like shortbread, scones, Irn-Bru (a carbonated drink), whisky, and haggis (offal, suet, oatmeal, onions, and spices all boiled together in a sheep’s stomach) are well known and either adored or shunned, depending upon one’s taste. Other yummy Scottish fare include Forfar bridies, crescent-shaped savory pies; Scotch pies, double-crusted savory pies (image C); stovies, a one-pot meal of meat and potatoes; Scotch broth, a lamb and barley soup; Cullen skink, a soup of smoked haddock, potatoes, and onions or leeks; and cranachan, a dessert containing oats, cream, whisky, and raspberries.

		Scots and their descendants in the United States have established an array of organizations to maintain their heritage and encourage interest in Scotland. These groups include clan organizations, St. Andrew’s Societies, Caledonian Societies, and Scottish American Societies. These groups sponsor, organize, or attend various Scottish heritage events and holidays throughout the year. The sections that follow discuss some of the most prominent.
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			Scotch pies (double-crusted pastries, left) and Forfar bridies (crescent-shaped pies, right) are among Scottish desserts you can sample at certain US markets and groceries.

		

		Highland (or Scottish) Games

		Scottish organizations will put on these exhibitions of Scottish music, food, sport, and culture. As the name implies, these festivals feature athletic competitions (including caber toss, Braemar stone toss, and Scottish hammer throw), as well as contests for Highland dancing, fiddling, and piping. Many close with a “massed” band performance, in which several band groups come together to play at once. Attendees can also eat Scottish food, take dance workshops, and purchase goods imported from the United Kingdom while enjoying Scottish music and dress (image D). Highland Games are held variously throughout the year, though most are in the summer—find a list here <www.asgf.org/games-by-state/locations [inactive]>.

		
			[image: ]

			Traditional Scottish dress features prominently in Scottish games festivals, such as this color guard at the Ohio Scottish Games in Wellington, Ohio.

		

		Burns Night

		Honoring the Scots’ National Poet Robert Burns, Scots have “Burns Night suppers” to commemorate Burns on his birthday, January 25. The custom spread to America by 1820, and generally contains the following:

		
				Bagpipe plame guests

				Recitation of the Selkirk Grace (see the sidebar)

				Bagpiping as the haggis is brought in

				Burns’ Address to the haggis, followed by a toast

				A meal, usually traditional Scottish fare like haggis, neeps, and tatties

				The first entertainment: songs or poems of Robert Burns

				The immortal memory: keynote speaker delivers an address on the life of Burns

				The second entertainment: more of Burns’ songs and poems

				Toast to the Lassies: humorous and complimentary address to the women present, acknowledging Burns’ love of women

				Reply of the Lassies: response from the women, in which they poke fun at the men

				Final entertainment: more poems and songs of Robert Burns

				Vote of thanks to all who helped prepare the supper

				A singing of “Auld Lang Syne,” a Burns favorite

		

		If all this sounds too complicated, fear not! Burns Night suppers can vary in their length and level of detail. When I was a student in Glasgow, the graduate student club served us tiny scoops of haggis, neeps, and tatties in small Styrofoam bowls. I then rushed upstairs to eat it in the non-smoking section, where the TV was on and everyone was engrossed in their own conversations—no poems, no addresses, and no toasts. A piper played traditional tunes in the background.

		Scotland is Now has an array of information about celebrating Burns Night, including recipes, links to Burn’s poetry, and a forty-four-page guide to holding your own Burns supper <www.scotland.org/events/burns-night>.

		
			The Selkirk Grace

			Burns Night suppers nearly always include the Selkirk Grace, a prayer written by Burns:

			“Some hae meat and canna eat,

			And some wad eat that want it,

			But we hae meat and we can eat,

			Sae let the Lord be thankit!”

			The Selkirk Grace has special meaning for many Scots and Scottish Americans, even without the connection to Burns Night. My family never celebrated Burns Night when I was growing up, but for many years we had a tea towel with the Selkirk Grace hanging in the kitchen. My mother remembers her father, who was born in Scotland, saying this grace with great frequency while she was growing up.

		

		Tartan Day

		First held in Canada, Tartan Day celebrates Scottish heritage and the accomplishments of Scots living outside of Scotland. The holiday came to the United States in 1998, when the US Senate officially made April 6 National Tartan Day. Since its adoption, Tartan Day has evolved into Tartan Week, a seven-day celebration of all things Scottish. Celebrations vary by location, but can include parades, festivals, dinners, living history exhibits, balls, musical performances, and even group attendance of baseball games.

		St. Andrew’s Day

		Those of Scottish heritage celebrate Saint Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland, on November 30 in both Scotland and the United States. Events celebrating St. Andrew’s Day (which has been a bank holiday in Scotland since 2006) are quite varied. Several communities in Scotland (for example, Irvine, Oban, and East Lothian) hold festivals that feature Scottish food and drink, music, crafts, and fireworks. In the United States, Scottish social groups hold banquets, balls, and galas. My family celebrates with a special dinner (although some years, it is leftover Thanksgiving turkey with store-bought shortbread for dessert). You can learn more about St. Andrew and his day at <www.scotland.org/events/st-andrews-day>.

		KEYS TO SUCCESS

		
				Immerse yourself in the immigration history of Scots to the United States. Learning about migration patterns and trends in movement from Scotland to America can provide context about their lives (and maybe even their home parish).

				Understand Scottish emigration patterns. One of your ancestral lines may have come to the United States by way of Ulster, rather than straight from Scotland.

				Learn about Scottish music, food, culture, clothes, and holidays. There’s something for everyone! If you like to cook, try making scones. If you like music, listen to the songs and poems of Robert Burns. If you enjoy summer festivals, attend your local Highland Games.

		

	
		2
 Jump-Starting Your Scottish Research

		Journeys require preparations and can make you “nervous-excited.” Your journey to find your Scottish ancestors is no different. You may be excited to learn about your Scottish ancestry, but nervous about the research you need to undertake. Luckily, you can prepare for your trip in the comfort of your own home, as you must lay a firm foundation for your family tree by examining US records. As you gain experience with US records and the genealogical process, you will also gain the confidence to tackle Scottish records, many of which are similar to those in the United States.

		In this chapter, we’ll cover the first steps you should take in your transatlantic genealogical journey, plus share some genealogy best practices that will help get your research started on the right foot.

		FIRST STEPS

		Every journey (whether on the high road or the low road) begins with a single step. Genealogically speaking, this first step is starting with yourself and working backward. While this step may seem tedious, it is essential. Documenting each generation starting with yourself will ensure that you are tracing the correct family lines, saving you time in the future. And by tracing your tree backward in time, you might even encounter previously unknown Scottish ancestors. Records you find about one ancestor (such as a marriage or birth record) will help you learn about that person’s parents or siblings, which will in turn lead to additional records. You’ll be in Scotland before you know it!

		With that in mind, let’s look at the five essential steps to building a firm foundation for your genealogical research.

		Step 1: Record What You Already Know

		This first step involves nothing fancy—just your memory and a piece of paper. Write down all the basic information you know about yourself, your parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, and so forth. This basic information includes each individual’s birth, death, and marriage dates and locations, plus the names of your relatives’ spouses and children. If you are not sure of a fact, put a question mark next to it and move on. Make special note of any clues that might lead to a Scottish ancestor—for example, a birthplace in Glasgow or a maternal ancestor with the surname Stewart. Circle these, as they’ll prove useful later in your research. This foundational information will help you identify your research goals and ensure that you have identified the correct families in recent records, plus give you confidence as you begin to research the “unknown” generations.

		Step 2: Find and Examine Documents You Already Have

		With the info you already have in hand, you can now turn to documents to prove (or disprove) what you already know. You don’t have to look far to find documents with genealogical information in them: scrapbooks, the attic, the box where you keep important papers, the back of the closet, the basement (image A). What can these documents tell you? How do they confirm or refute what you already believed about members of your family? What other gaps in your family’s story do they fill in?

		As you find and assess these documents, be sure to categorize and organize them. Take photographs or scan each before you put them away. This will help you take stock of what resources you already have, while also helping you safeguard against natural disasters like floods or fires.

		
			[image: ]

			Look around your house to see if you can find documents like letters, bulletins, newspaper articles, and funeral cards.

		

		Step 3: Interview Your Relatives

		Now that you’ve mined your own memories and the “low-hanging fruit” of documents in your possession, turn next to your relatives. By interviewing your family members, you can gain all sorts of research leads while also encountering precious details that no records are able to give you.

		You will be seeking two types of information in these conversations. First, ask about events that your relatives personally witnessed and are contemporary with their lives. Memories like these can help you better understand your ancestors’ life and times, plus help you decide where to look for records of vital events, occupations, etc. Second, ask about traditions or family events that your ancestors know about, but did not necessarily witness themselves.

		Your interview has a greater chance of success if you prepare in advance. Study the life of your interview subject and the history of any important historical events they may have lived through. If you notice gaps in your genealogical data (such as missing vital statistics), put these on your list of questions to ask.

		
			RESEARCH TIP

			Revisit Documents

			As you become a more

		

		
		
		
		Step 4: Build Your Family Tree

		
		
			RESEARCH TIP

			Investigate Family Myths

			
		

		
			
			
		

		
		
		
		Step 5: Identify Research Goals and Questions

		
		
		
			RESEARCH TIP

			Compare Conflicting Facts

			
		

		
		
		
			Examples of Primary and Secondary Sources

			
			Primary Sources

			
					autobiographies

					birth certificates

					death certificates

					diaries

					estate papers

					letters

					marriage licenses

					passenger lists

			

			Secondary Sources

			
					abstracted records

					academic histories

					articles

					biographies

					encyclopedias

					indexes

					transcriptions

					translations

			

		

		KEY GENEALOGICAL PRINCIPLES

		
		Primary and Secondary Sources

		
		
		
		
		
		Create a Timeline

		
		
			
			
		

		
		Cite Your Sources

		
		
		
			
			
		

		
		Maintain a Research Log

		
		
		Networks, or Six Degrees of Great-Grandpa

		
		
		
		KEYS TO SUCCESS

		
				Start by writing down everything you know about your ancestry, beginning with you. This step is important because the act of writing known information down will help you learn and remember details, plus identify what you still need to learn.

				Expand your knowledge base by searching for home sources and interviewing living relatives. You never know what “low-hanging fruit” you’ll find within your family tree.

				Build your family tree by including all known information and augmenting it with records available online. Digital trees, whether online or with genealogy software, are designed to organize genealogical information, create charts, spot mistakes, and figure out relationships.

				Set realistic research goals, which will keep you motivated and on track. You can start by asking yourself concrete research questions.

				Take the time to develop your research skills by mastering the genealogical principles highlighted in this chapter. Read books, take classes, and speak with experienced genealogists to learn more.
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