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Chapter 1

 Our priesthood

 


Our priesthood

 


Hebrews 6:19-20
“This hope
we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and
which enters the Presence behind the veil, (20) where the
forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High
Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”

 


There are two distinct priesthoods recorded in scripture. The
first priesthood are the priests after the order of Aaron, who was
the first high priest appointed by God to this priesthood. God
ordained this priesthood under the Old Covenant and it is only the
descendants of Aaron, taken from the tribe of Levi, that qualify to
be priests in this order. This priesthood is drawing to a close and
will end at the second coming of the Lord Jesus. The second
priesthood are the priests after the order of Melchizedek. The
above quoted passage of scripture teaches us that the Lord Jesus is
the high priest appointed by God to this priesthood. God ordained
this priesthood under the New Covenant and it is only the saints of
God that qualify to be priests in this order. Unlike the priesthood
after the order of Aaron however, the priesthood after the order of
Melchizedek is an eternal priesthood. The priesthood after the
order of Aaron performed functions that are types and shadows of
the spiritual functions that the priesthood after the order of
Melchizedek are called to perform before God. And so by looking at
some of the functions performed by the Old Testament priests we can
better understand the functions that the New Testament priests are
called to perform.

 


Revelation 1:6
“and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

 


The above quoted passage of scripture confirms the truth to
us that our Lord Jesus has made His saints to be both kings and
priests to God the Father. And so we see that the church has a dual
role to perform, i.e. to reign as kings in the earth and to
minister to God as priests. Sadly many in the church want to reign
as kings in life, but not many are willing to minister before God
as priests. Nevertheless Jesus has made us priests to God the
Father, and He expects us to fulfil this ministry which He has
given to each one of us. And so it is incumbent upon us to learn
how to fulfil our role as priests.

 


Hebrews 10:11
“And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly
the same sacrifices.”

 


So what is the priestly role that the saints are expected to
perform in the earth? The Holy Spirit answers that question for us
in the above quoted passage of scripture, when He tells us that a
priest is required to minister daily to the Lord, offering
repeatedly the same sacrifices. Although the context of this
passage is referring to the daily sacrifices that are offered by
the priests after the order of Aaron, the same principle is also
applicable to the priests after the order of Melchizedek. In other
words, just as the priests after the order of Aaron are required to
offer daily sacrifices, so the priests after the order of
Melchizedek are also required to minister daily to the Lord,
offering repeatedly the same sacrifices. The only difference
between the two priesthoods is in the nature of the sacrifice, for
under the Old Covenant the priests offered sacrifices of bulls and
goats, whereas the saints under the New Covenant do not offer such
sacrifices to the Lord.

 


1 Peter 2:5
“you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house,
a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.”

 


As I have already mentioned, under the new covenant we do not
offer the same sacrifices that the priests under the old covenant
were called to offer, i.e. the killing of bulls and rams etc.
Nevertheless as priests we are also called to offer daily
sacrifices, but the sacrifices which we offer before God are
spiritual in nature and not physical. In the above quoted passage
of scripture the Holy Spirit through the apostle Peter confirms
that we are a holy priesthood, and that we are called to offer up
spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God.

 


Hebrews 13:15
“Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise
to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His
name.”

 


So what are the spiritual sacrifices that we are called to
offer? The answer to that question is the sacrifice of prayer. In
the above quoted passage of scripture the Holy Spirit teaches the
New Testament saints to offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and
praise, using the fruit of our lips. And so although this passage
is referring specifically to the sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, the principle of offering the sacrifice of prayer
remains the same, for thanksgiving and praise is just one form of
prayer.

 


Luke 1:8-10 “So it was, that while he was
serving as priest before God in the order of his division, (9)
according to the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn
incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. (10) And the
whole multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of
incense.”

 


Under the old covenant one of the functions of the priest was
to burn incense before God on the altar of incense, every morning
and every evening. In the above quoted passage of scripture the
Holy Spirit reveals to us that the people would pray outside the
temple while the priest was burning incense inside the temple. And
so we see that even though the old covenant served the shadow of
the heavenly things, the saints under the old covenant understood
that the incense offered to God was a form of prayer. In fact
scripture teaches us that the hour of incense referred to in this
passage, was also called the hour of prayer (Acts 3:1).

 


Revelation
8:3-4 “Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood
at the altar. He was given much incense that he should offer it
with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was
before the throne. (4) And the smoke of the incense, with the
prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel's
hand.”

 


As revealed to us in the above quoted passage of scripture,
one of the things that the church on the earth is responsible for
is the incense that ascends before God from the golden alter in
heaven, for this passage teaches us that the incense that is
offered before God in heaven, is in fact the prayers of the saints.
This passage clearly shows that the incense offered under the old
covenant was a type and shadow of the real incense that is offered
before God in heaven, i.e. the prayers of the saints. And so we
have seen in this section that as priests after the order of
Melchizedek, that the saints are called to offer up daily spiritual
sacrifices before the Lord, which are the prayers of the
saints.


The temple has changed

 


Mark 11:17
“Then He taught, saying to them, "Is it not written, 'My house
shall be called a house of prayer for all nations'? But you have
made it a 'den of thieves.'”

 


We have seen that under the new covenant that the priesthood
has changed. In the same manner however, under the new covenant the
temple of God has also changed. In the above quoted passage of
scripture Jesus confirmed to us the purpose for God’s temple being
on the earth, i.e. “My house shall be called a house of prayer for
all nations”. Jesus was referring to the physical temple in
Jerusalem where He was teaching at the time, which as our Lord
predicted, was destroyed in the year seventy AD. The veil in that
temple was torn in two when Jesus was crucified on the cross,
symbolising the fact that God no longer dwells in a temple made
with human hands. So if under the old covenant, the presence of God
dwelt in a temple made with human hands, where does God’s presence
dwell under the new covenant? Scripture teaches us that under the
new covenant that the saints themselves have become the temple of
the living God, for God now dwells within each one of His saints (1
Corinthians 3:16). Nevertheless even though in this current age the
temple of God has changed, the purpose of His temple remains the
same. In other words because believers are now the house of God, it
is the saints who are called by God to become His house of prayer
for all nations.

 


Labouring in prayers

 


Revelation 14:13
“Then I
heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: 'Blessed are the
dead who die in the Lord from now on.' ““Yes," says the Spirit
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