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1 Jn 1:1

Here we have the neuter relative pronoun which is rendered “that which.” In Jn 1:1, John writes of the Word who was in being in the beginning, before all things were made, who was with (Gk. pros, toward) God, in perfect communion and intercourse with God, and that He was God, truly and fully God in essence, nature and attributes, for “the Word was God.” By Him all things were made. But in this epistle John writes of that which was from the beginning concerning the Word of life. That which was from the beginning was in due time heard, seen, beheld and handled. In Jn 1:1, John writes of the Word “who” was in the beginning, but in this epistle he writes of “that which” was from the beginning concerning the Word. 

The Word was the One by whom Deity was revealed, and there was that which men on earth heard of Him. In due time men saw with their eyes those things about Him which became indelibly impressed upon them, so that they said, “We cannot but speak the things which we saw and heard” (Acts 4:20). He was not only seen with the eyes, but the apostles and others beheld, that is, viewed with attention, gazed upon, that which was revealed in the incarnate Word. Then as He came still closer to them, they could say that their hands handled the Word who had become flesh. From the remoteness of the beginning the Word of life came ever nearer and nearer to men, and when raised from the dead, in order that they might be fully convinced that He was still in the flesh, He said, “Handle Me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye behold Me having” (Lk.24:39). In this place also it says that “He shewed them His hands and His feet” (verse 40), the very hands and feet that bore the wounds of the nails by which He was hanged on the cross.

1 Jn 1:2

When the Life was manifested or brought to light, the apostles could say, “We have seen, and bear witness, and declare unto you the Life, the eternal, which was with the Father.” Quite evidently the Life is not an abstract thing, but a blessed Person. We gather this from 1 Jn 5:20, where reference is made to God’s Son, Jesus Christ; “This is the true God, and eternal life.” Eternal life is in the Son, consequently, “He that hath the Son hath the life” (1 Jn 5:12). And, as Paul says, “The free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom.6:23). Christ is our life. “When Christ, who is our life, shall be manifested, then shall ye also with Him be manifested in glory” (Col.3:4). Whilst the Gospel according to John was written that “ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye may have life in His name” (Jn 20:31), the first epistle of John was written to teach believers how to live the life that they had obtained through faith in Christ. 

If the apostles were to know the character of this new life that they might be able to live it and teach it to others, it was necessary that the Life should be manifested. The apostles who lived with and followed the Lord saw the manifestation of the life in Him. They saw how He lived and walked amongst men, how He talked and acted. The lives of the disciples were such that they were called Christians (Acts 11:26); they were Christ-like people. They lived like Him. Paul, who was one of the chief teachers in Antioch, where the disciples were first called Christians, later wrote to the Corinthians, “Be ye imitators of me, even as I also am of Christ” (1 Cor.11:1). The apostles, being men of like passions with us, had the old Adamic nature in their flesh, and they needed to have demonstrated to them in the life of the Lord how they were to live to please God. Paul often emphasizes his manner of life in connexion with his preaching of the gospel: “Ye know what manner of men we shewed ourselves toward you for your sake. And ye became imitators of us, and of the Lord” (1 Thess.1:5,6). In John’s Gospel it is the gift of life, and in this epistle it is how to live that life. Many vainly seek to live the life of a Christian without having obtained life, being yet dead in their trespasses and sins.

1 Jn 1:3,4

The object in the manifestation of the Life is fellowship, first, fellowship with the Father and with the Son, in that fellowship which is produced by the power of the indwelling Spirit of God (2 Cor.13:14; Phil.2:1). Then, as the result of each walking in the light of God, fellowship with one another (verse 7). Not only does life issue from the Lord, He is also the Light that came into the world; He is the one and only Light of this world. “In Him was life; and the life was the light of men” (Jn 1:4). “There was the true Light ... coming into the world,” and His purpose in coming was to lighten every man. We first need life to enable us to walk, and we need light to teach us how to walk, even to follow the Lord. No one can possibly walk who has not first received life. Fellowship here is fellowship with (Meta, together with), not that fellowship or community into which those in the church of God in Corinth and all similar churches were called, which latter is synonymous with that fellowship in which those in the church of God in Jerusalem continued stedfastly (Acts 2:42; 1 Cor.1:9). Fellowship means a sharing in common. It began with the Father and the Son sharing with the apostles the spiritual things of the New Testament. These things the apostles shared with others in their oral ministry and by their inspired writings in the books of the New Testament. These Scriptures are the basis of divine fellowship. John wrote this epistle to promote fellowship and in it he also shows what will hinder fellowship and cause it to cease altogether. John tells of the joy he had in writing his epistle; he says, “that our joy may be fulfilled.”

1 Jn 1:5,6

All man’s works are evil in God’s sight. “There is none that doeth good, no, not so much as one” (Rom.3:12). Hence it is, “This is the judgement, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light: for their works were evil” Jn 3:19). Even in those who have been turned from darkness to light (Acts 26:18), there is much of darkness as to the knowledge of God and of His will, but in God, who is light, there is no darkness at all. This is the message which the Lord taught His apostles. The gods of the heathen bear no resemblance to Him, for they have eyes and see not, and ears but they hear not, and a mouth but they cannot speak, and, alas, they that make and serve them become like unto them. But in contrast, those that know their God, and walk in fellowship with Him, take on His likeness. If we should say that we have fellowship with Him and walk in the darkness, we lie and do not the truth. 

It would be a contradiction in terms, if we said we walked with One who is light and walked in darkness at the same time. To walk in the light means that we walk according to His word. The word of God is the only source of light to men in this world, and apart from it the darkness is dense and complete. Walk signifies the behaviour or deportment of anyone. We manifest the inward condition of our hearts by our walk. Fellowship being an inward experience of the heart in touch with God, so we may measure inward condition by outward behaviour.

1 Jn 1:7

Man originally lived in fellowship with the LORD God his Creator, but when he disobeyed the command of God and sin entered, death spiritually resulted and fellowship ceased. The Lord came that we might have life, and have it abundantly (Jn 10:10). This opened the way that those who have this new life in Him should so walk that they might know the experience of Eden again. The standard is that we are to walk in the light as He is in the light, a high standard indeed, but God can only have one standard. If each one so walks, then we have fellowship with one another. Fellowship is not politeness nor is it friendliness; it cannot be manufactured. 

It is the result of the Lord’s coming from heaven and teaching the truth of God, and if the children of God walk in the light of that truth then they will have fellowship with one another. Remember that as in Eden the breaking of God’s command resulted in the destruction of fellowship, even so it will be now. It is this matter of disobedience that has resulted in the scattering of God’s children and the ceasing of fellowship. Those who walk in God’s light find out their many defects, and realize their need of cleansing. Hence we have available the one and only cleanser from sin, even the blood of Jesus, God’s Son. It is the same blood-shedding that cleansed the believing sinner on the day of his salvation, but here it is not the cleansing of the believing sinner, but the cleansing of God’s children. In 1 Jn 1 it is not the matter of union with Christ that is in view, but that of communion with Him.

1 Jn 1:8,9,10

It is needful that the believer should know something of his own complex person. On the one hand he is not free from sin, and cannot say that he has not sinned; if he should say so, then the truth is not in him and he is a liar. On the other hand, “whosoever is begotten of God doeth no sin, because His seed abideth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is begotten of God” (1 Jn 3:9). Here would seem to be at first sight a head-on collision between two statements of Scripture by the same writer, if it were not for the fact that we know that there is still the old man or nature in the flesh of the believer, as Paul says, “For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing” (Rom.7:18), and that there is also in him “the new man, which after God hath been created in righteousness and holiness of truth” (Eph.4:24). 

Judicially our old man was crucified with Christ, that the body of sin might be done away or annulled [ Rom.6:6; the same word rendered “done away” (RV) here, used of the devil in Heb.2:14, Gk. katargeo, does not mean to destroy in the sense of annihilate, but to render ineffective or unproductive]. The believer has sin in him, that is in his flesh, and John says that if the child of God should say that he has not sinned he makes God a liar, a very serious thing to do, and His Word is not in him. Confessing sins is the responsibility of the child of God. The sinner is not forgiven on the ground that he confesses his sins to God, far less is he forgiven if he confesses his sins to a priest. No mortal man, whoever he may be, in whatever office of any church he may be, can forgive one sin or make atonement by any mass or prayer he may make. The forgiveness of sins by man is a hoax, plied with the devilish arts of the evil one on credulous people who from their childhood are easily deceived. The forgiveness of the sinner is
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