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To the victims of the Iranian regime: from its own courageous citizens to the Jewish people who have endured unspeakable atrocities at the hands of its proxies.

May this work stand as a testament to those who have died, to the families who continue to live with the trauma and rising antisemitism, and to the human cost of failed diplomacy and the outdated policies whose persistence has allowed these tragedies to continue.
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In this book, I am doing what no one in Brussels, Washington, or the think-tank circuit has ever dared to do: I am taking the EU’s two-state policy apart from the ground up. Not politely. Not cautiously. Completely. I am going back to its origins, exposing how it got baked into the EU’s machinery, and showing why it is now a fossil from another era that Europe keeps dragging around like a sacred relic. As I walk you through this, you are also going to understand the EU itself—how it actually works, why it makes the decisions it does, and why this outdated policy can be changed, despite the myth that it is untouchable.

The Discovery and the Realization

My discovery began during an interview with Ali Safavi, a senior member of the National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI). He was among the first to alert the international community to Tehran’s secret nuclear sites and the systemic infiltration of European political structures. Regarding the Iran-Israel-US war, Safavi stated that the EU’s policy of appeasement caused the conflict.

As I researched further, I discovered that the EU’s Iran policy was sealed at the 1991 Edinburgh Summit. After examining the document, I uncovered the negative results of this policy—such as it opening doors for Iran to infiltrate EU think tanks and political parties—and it exposed a fundamental flaw in EU policymaking itself. My light-bulb realization followed: if a dated policy failed Iran, it would explain the EU’s origin for its relentless two state policy with Israel.  The EU’s declaration with Israel dates back even further to 1980.

The Analogy: Helen’s Cake

To understand EU policy, the best place to begin is with the analogy of Helen’s cake. To see the EU clearly, you have to comprehend the structure of the Union itself.

There are two types of cake: the traditional layer cake and Helen’s. Helen was a Polish woman who loved making homemade gołąbki, pierogies, and desserts. Her cake was not made the usual way. Although the recipe was all hers, instead of pouring batter into layers, she made it thick enough to roll into small balls. She made the cake by sticking these balls next to each other to form a cluster and then baked it. When she served it, guests could simply pull the cooked, sweetened dough balls off the cake.

When most countries form, they look like a traditional layer cake, with established layers of government bodies that constitute the nation. The European Union did not form this way. Instead, it has been evolving piece by piece, with components added to it just like the balls of dough on Helen’s cake.

These pieces include various treaties, new articles or laws, and institutions—such as the European Central Bank, which was added by the Maastricht Treaty and later established as an EU institution by the Lisbon Treaty. These pieces also include the euro itself and additional member nations. As John Pinder explains in The European Union: A Very Short Introduction, the Schuman Declaration made clear that Europe would not be built all at once or according to a single plan, but through “concrete achievements which first create a de facto solidarity.” Schuman’s vision accurately predicted the Union’s step-by-step development.

The Non-Imperial Empire

The EU’s sovereign debt crisis provided a clear example of where more balls needed to be added to fix the side of the cake. Initially, not enough mechanisms were included to make the euro a viable reserve currency. The crisis forced the creation of new stabilizing structures — the ESM, the Banking Union, and the Capital Markets Union — many of which are still being implemented today.

I want you to think of the European Union as Helen’s cake because many do not understand what the EU actually is. They think it is a simple economic grouping. Rather, it is an empire—as former Commission President José Manuel Barroso called it in 2007, a “non-imperial empire.”

This empire is fast becoming a major player in the evolving multipolar order and has established itself as a world hub for trade. It holds 80 trade pacts compared to the United States’ 23, using these pacts as a hedge for its economy. It is deepening its Single Market, which will boost its GDP by approximately 45%. This includes a Capital Markets Union and eventually an “S&P 500” of EU companies. Furthermore, it is building a military-industrial complex and has joined the race for AI.

This empire is positioning to admit ten new members, which would increase its membership to 37 and its population to 675 million citizens. If the UK and members of the EEA join a future outer tier, it could explode to nearly 800 million citizens. In the future, the EU military will be larger than NATO; it has already adopted Article 42.7, which dictates that an attack against one member is an attack against all.

On a more foreboding note, the EU is moving toward strategic autonomy, shifting away from the US dollar and American companies. This is cemented by the Buy European Act. Energy transactions are moving toward the euro, and the digital euro is designed to eliminate American payment options. It has already been proposed that the next treaty revision include an article making it mandatory for all member nations to adopt the euro. The euro is positioning itself as the world’s reserve currency. As the EU expands, it is only a matter of time before they require trading nations to use the euro, potentially knocking the dollar out of its reserve status and relegating the United States to the status of a middle power.

However, the current policy toward Israel reveals a flaw that must be remedied. This dated policy is counter-intuitive to EU aims and prevents the Union from being the geopolitical power it strives to be.

The Architects of the Project

The European Union is a mystery to journalists, experts, and even its own politicians. My research began in 1989, when it was still the European Communities. This was before the internet and nine years after the two-state policy for Israel was established. I still recall my copy of the 1985 White Paper to “Complete the Internal Market by 1992.”

At that time, I tapped into the heartbeat of the Union: the European Movement and the European Federalists whose ideology drives the European Project. I possess two editions of the Crocodile newsletter, dated 1992 and 1993. This was the publication of EU founding father Altiero Spinelli’s Letter to the Parliaments of Europe. His group of MEPs met at the Crocodile restaurant in Strasbourg to relay federalist communications. During those years, Simone Veil was still serving in the European Parliament and would have received these communications.

John Pinder served as the newsletter’s president. Pinder was a major figure in the EU’s evolution and part of a group I term “EU architects.” He was a professor at the College of Europe in Bruges for 30 years—a university that serves as the mecca for the federalist elite. Pinder held the presidency of the Union of European Federalists (UEF) and was Chairman of the Federalist Trust for Education and Research, the leading think tank for EU policy at the time.

Meeting the Architects: Andrew Duff and Pascal Lamy

I possess a signed letter from Andrew Duff on Federalist Trust letterhead dated April 28, 1997, from when he was its director. At the time, I was an associate member. My research required me to join the group, even though it was uncommon for an American to join the European Movement.  The Federalist Trust saw many of its policy recommendations adopted. Andrew Duff later became an MEP, co-founder of the Spinelli Group, and a recognized EU constitutional specialist. He helped draft the Treaty of Amsterdam, the Charter of Fundamental Rights, the Convention on the Future of Europe, and the Treaty of Lisbon.

Duff also spearheaded the Fundamental Law of the European Union, a proposed treaty revision for which I extensively interviewed him at Yale University. While virtually unknown in the United States, he is a giant in EU affairs. His rank as an EU architect was confirmed in 2014 when he was added to the EU’s 100 Books on Europe to Remember. His personal papers, or fonds, are held at the Historical Archives of the European Union (HAEU) in Florence, Italy.

To know who else ranks as an EU architect, one only needs to see whose fonds are included in Florence. Simone Veil’s fonds are there. Born Simone Jacob in Nice, she survived Auschwitz-Birkenau and later became the first woman to serve as President of the European Parliament. Her trauma became her raison d’être for a unified Europe; she believed the only way to ensure “Never Again” was to bind the nations of Europe so tightly that war became materially impossible.

I met Mr. Duff at the Yale School of Management during a conference that served as the transatlantic launchpad for European Horizons
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	The Tourism Zone: 180 skyscrapers along the coast to attract global investment.

	Infrastructure: A state-of-the-art seaport and airport designed to bypass traditional blockades and integrate Gaza into the global economy.

	Industrial Vitality: Massive industrial centers in Gaza City and 100,000 new housing units in Rafah.
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	Article 19: “The partition of Palestine in 1947 and the establishment of the state of Israel are entirely illegal, regardless of the passage of time...”

	Article 20: “The Balfour Declaration, the Mandate for Palestine, and everything that has been based upon them, are deemed null and void.”

	Article 21: “The Arab Palestinian people... reject all solutions which are substitutes for the total liberation of Palestine.”
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