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Explanation of symbols

The chessboard with its coordinates:
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	White to move
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	Black to move




	♔

	King




	♕

	Queen




	♖

	Rook




	♗

	Bishop




	♘

	Knight
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	White stands slightly better
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	Black stands slightly better
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	White stands better
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	Black stands better




	+–

	White has a decisive advantage




	–+

	Black has a decisive advantage




	=

	balanced position




	!

	good move




	!!

	excellent move




	?

	bad move




	??

	blunder




	!?

	interesting move




	?!

	dubious move




	≥

	stronger is




	≤

	weaker is




	Δ

	with the idea









Introduction

For the things we have to learn before we can do them, we learn by doing them – Aristotle.

If you agree with the famous Greek philosopher, then this is the right book for you! By working through these 1001 (!) exercises you will train your tactical skills extensively, and I am sure this will make you a much stronger chess tactician.

I have always had a great love for the royal game, and I have been a professional chess teacher in the Netherlands since 2012. During these seven years, I have collected thousands of tactical fragments from tournament chess practice for my pupils to study. A broad selection of these fragments have made it into this book. It is primarily aimed at club players. Of course, this is a broad concept, as the levels of club players diverge enormously. It is not easy to offer appropriate teaching material for such a broad range of readers. Nevertheless, with the huge amount and variety of these exercises, their difference in difficulty, and the hints given below the diagrams, I am convinced that this book will be of great value to any player with an Elo rating ranging from 1500-2000.

Every game fragment highlights a certain area of the tactical spectrum. Each chapter has a different theme, and within this theme the exercises are divided into subthemes. The names of these subthemes can be found in the hints; in the second part of the hints (behind the ‘+’) the aim or point of the move is given. These subthemes are arranged in order of increasing difficulty. Of course, the notion of ‘level of difficulty’ is partly subjective. But you can be pretty certain that any last exercise from any set in this book will be more challenging than the first.

In Chapters 1-9 you will learn and practice how to win with the most fundamental tactics: Eliminating the defence, Double attack, and so on. In Chapter 10, you are invited to take the opposite side, and required to defend against such tactics. Here, you will be facing your own newly-acquired weapons! Chapter 11 is what we might call the Grand Finale. Here, every exercise involves a combination of several different themes, and you won’t find any hints below the diagrams. It’s almost like playing a real game! So, in this chapter you can test your ability to use the skills you have gained in the previous chapters. The solutions to all the exercises are given in Chapter 12.

For the execution of the right tactic in the right way, one or more preparatory moves are needed in many cases. This means that for most exercises the solution is at least 2½ moves deep (i.e., 5 ply or more). The reason why I have provided hints below the diagrams is that I want you to look in a specific direction. The more you are focused on a particular kind of tactic, the better it will be incorporated into your system, and the better you will be able to apply it in your own games. If you prefer a bigger challenge, you can cover the hints with a piece of paper or a carbon card.

To group the tactical themes in this book I have largely used the categorization introduced by Cor van Wijgerden and the late Rob Brunia in their Step-by-Step Method. As a young player, I grew up with these great chess teachers by my side, and I still implement their method in my lessons regularly.

Naturally, I have given my own twist to this material by introducing several new categories. Moreover, not only do the types of positions vary widely, but also the players range from elite grandmasters to post-beginners. In some cases I have distilled an exercise from the analysis of a game. In other cases I had to adjust one or two pieces in the original to make an exercise more sound, or more thematic.

I would like to thank Allard Hoogland and Remmelt Otten from New in Chess for their confidence, and for giving me the opportunity to write this book. Of course I also have to mention the editorial team and their efforts to mold the manuscript into a publishable form. They have done a wonderful job! In particular, I would like to express my gratitude to Peter Boel for his useful advice and for fine-tuning my work. Last but not least, I want to thank my parents for their support. Whether it is about chess or something else: they are always there for me.

I sincerely hope you will enjoy working through this book, and that you will reap the benefits of the acquired knowledge and skills in your own games. Have fun, and good luck!

Frank Erwich

Leiden, February 2019





CHAPTER 1

Elimination of the Defence

Defenders can be eliminated in several ways and with different intentions. Important goals are to win material or to deliver mate (as indicated in the hints in the Exercises section). In the following example these goals are nicely combined.

Anna Muzychuk

2566

Viktorija Cmilyte

2514

Beijing blitz W 2013 (24)
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The black queen is overloaded. She has to defend the rook on b5 and the d6-pawn. By chasing away the defender White ensures that Black cannot protect both:

22.♗a7!

A) 22…♕c7 23.♕xb5, winning the rook; or

B) 22…♕b7 23.♕xd6+ ♔e8 24.♕d8#. 22.♖xd6 was played in the game. With this move, White lures away the defender of the rook. After 22…♕xd6 (not capturing the rook is too dangerous with the king in the middle; Black is happy to remove an attacking piece from the board) 23.♕xb5 ♖b8 24.♕c4 White has the better chances, and eventually she won the game, but 22.♗a7 would have been winning at once!

In the following example we will see a mix of ways to eliminate defenders. Here again, either White wins material or Black will get mated:

Dmitry Andreikin

2683

Sergey Karjakin

2760

Moscow Wch blitz 2010 (2)
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7.♘xd4

Surprise! White’s idea is to lure the bishop to d4, or to lure away the c6-knight. As White is threatening to take the knight on c6, capturing the defender of the knight on e7 and thus winning material, Black opted for the most logical reply:

7…♗xd4

7…♘xd4 fails to 8.♗xe7 and the queen is trapped.

Best is 7…f6, but after 8.♗xf6 ♗xf6 9.♘xf6+ ♔f7 10.♘e4 Black is a pawn down and his kingside is weakened.

8.♕xd4!

The point! White captures the defender of the dark squares in order to checkmate Black: 8…♘xd4 9.♘f6+ ♔f8 10.♗h6#.

8…0-0

Still allowing a forced mate:

9.♘f6+ ♔h8 10.♘g4+!

Clearing the f6-square for the bishop. Black resigned due to 10…♘xd4 (10…f6 11.♗xf6+ ♖xf6 12.♕xf6+ ♔g8 13.♘h6#) 11.♗f6+ ♔g8 12.♘h6 – Suffocation mate.

In the following example, Black first needs to make a preparatory move before he can eliminate the defence:

Alexander Grischuk

2782

Fabiano Caruana

2799

St Louis 2017 (2) (analysis)
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42…♕h6!

Black lures the white bishop to g1, where it blocks the escape of its own king.

43.♗g1 ♕h3!

Threatening mate on g2. Of course, this move would have made no sense on the previous move.

As now 44.gxh3 (the g2-pawn being lured away) leads to 44…g2# (44.♕b8+ ♔h7 does not change much), the only way to defend against mate is

44.♕f2

But now again Black can use the method of luring away an important defender:

[image: images]

44…♕xh2+!

White’s bishop is overloaded! This device, drawing the guard away from a square where it is protecting a piece, is also called deflection.

Not good is 44…gxf2 as after 45.gxh3 fxg1♕+ (45…f1♕? 46.♘xf1) 46.♔xg1 Black has won back the piece, but the remaining position is lost.

45.♗xh2 gxf2–+

And White cannot prevent the black f-pawn’s promotion. This is another reason why capturing the knight on h2, the defender of the f1-square, was such a strong move.

Besides capturing, chasing away and luring away, interference and blocking are two other ways to eliminate the defence:

Viswanathan Anand

2781

Kaido Külaots

2597

Tallinn rapid 2004 (2)
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27.♗d8!

White interrupts the connection between the rooks. This is called interference.

27.♖g1 was played in the game.

27…♖axd8

27…♖xe1 28.♖xe1 does not solve Black’s problem. The a8♖ is still under attack, while 29.♖e8# is the other threat.

28.♕xd8 ♖xd8 29.♖xd8+ ♗f8 30.♖ee8 h5

Creating luft for the king.

After 30…♕g1+ 31.♔a2 ♕c5, White liquidates to a winning pawn endgame: 32.♖xf8+ ♕xf8 33.♖xf8+ ♔xf8 34.b4 ♔e7 35.b5 (breakthrough! More about this in Chapter 7) 35…♔d6 36.b6 ♔c6 37.♔b3.

[image: images]

31.g6!

First of all White is threatening mate by 32.♖xf8, as the text takes away the h7-square from the black king.

Secondly, if Black takes the pawn with either 31…fxg6 or 31…♕xg6, a black piece will be in the way of the king’s escape: 32.♖xf8+ ♔h7 33.♖h8#.

Blocking is the only way of eliminating the defence where you do not have to actually eliminate a piece which is protecting a square or another piece. All in all, this means Black has to play the …♕g1+-c5 manoeuvre to prevent mate, but as we saw on move 31, the pawn ending is lost for Black. In this case, Black is even too late to stop White promoting by b3-b4-b5, as he has to lose time to remove the g6-pawn first.

We conclude this chapter with a spectacular move:

Li Chao

2746

Nigel Short

2666

Baku ol 2016 (7) (analysis)
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36.♕e6!

This is called a Novotny interference! The queen is sacrificed on a square where it can be captured in four ways, but whichever black piece makes the capture, it interferes with the range of the other pieces:

36…♖/♘xe6 interrupts the a2-g8 diagonal and allows 37.♖g8#, while 36…♗xe6 closes off the sixth rank and runs into 37.♗xf6+ ♖g7 38.♗xg7#.

36…♖g7 prevents immediate mate, but after 37.♗xf6 Black will also have to lay down his king before long.

More ‘special’ interferences can be found in the exercises of this chapter, but there is also one included in Chapter 9 – the fragment from the game Van Osch-Werle (Exercise 592). The reason for including that fragment in the ‘Mate’ chapter is that in this case the interference leads straight to mate.

Exercises

It is important to keep in mind that when we eliminate a piece that is involved in defending against mate, this does not necessarily lead to mate. When this tactical operation ensures material gain, another main goal is achieved. Thus, when making the exercises, don’t be fixated on ‘mate’ hints concerning ‘mate’. Sometimes there will be a forced mate, but not every time.

To distinguish between the exercises in this chapter and those in Chapter 9 (the chapter on Mate), I have decided to classify in Chapter 9 all exercises where the elimination of the defence involves nothing but checks (see, for instance, Exercise 570: Andriasyan-B.Burg).

Furthermore, please note that in most exercises you will first have to prepare a winning ‘elimination of the defence’ tactic, as for example in the above-mentioned exercise. There are also cases where preparatory moves are not needed – this is either because the exercise in question marks the beginning of a new sequence of exercises (new topic), or because there is still some work to be done after the elimination of the defence.

The hint ‘away’ indicates either ‘luring away’ or ‘chasing away’. Hints like ‘mate’ and ‘material’ (i.e. material gain) indicate the goal or point of the tactic.

Good luck!
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capturing+material
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capturing+material
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capturing+material
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away+material
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24…♗e3 or 24…♖e3?
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away+material or blocking+mate
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CHAPTER 2

Double Attack

A double attack is an attack in which one piece attacks two targets at the same time, or one move creates two different threats at the same time (see the next chapter about the discovered attack).

Possible targets can be the enemy king, a piece, or an important square. In case of the latter, most of the time a mating square or a promotion square is targeted, but it is also possible to attack a square with a threat. See also the second example in this introduction. In Exercise 894 (Mchedlishvili-Aliyev in the Mix chapter), a square is targeted from which Black can give perpetual check.

To set up a double attack, preparatory moves may be needed. In this chapter, the – in my opinion – most important ones will be discussed, and we will see them return in the next chapters. Sometimes you may need several preparatory moves to succeed, or a preparatory move can serve more than one purpose.

Let’s start with luring and chasing!

Jonathan Gottfried

1653

Quinten Ducarmon

2482

Jerusalem Ech 2015 (1)

[image: images]

15…♕a1+!

There are two ideas behind this move. The first one is chasing the king to e2. After 16.♔e2 the white king and queen become easy targets for the queen: 16…♕a6+–+.

The second idea is to lure a white piece to d1, after which another double attack becomes possible:

16.♕d1 ♕xd1+ 17.♔xd1 0-0-0+! 0-1

It’s always nice to finish a game by castling!

In the following example we get acquainted with clearing and targeting.
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