

  	
	    
	      Also by Professor Patrick Businge

	    

      
	    
          
	      Greatness Series

          
        
          
	          7 Steps to Greatness: The Masterplan to Take Your Life, Studies, Career and Business to the Next Level

          
        
          
	          Antonio T Smith Jr Changed Our Lives: Stories to Inspire You to Plant Better

          
        
          
	          Archbishop Doye T Agama Changed Our Lives: Stories To Inspire You To Respond To Your Calling

          
        
          
	          Jesus Changed Our Lives: Stories From The Heart To Enrich Your Faith

          
        
          
	          The City of Refuge Changed Our Lives: Stories to Inspire You to Take Refuge in God

          
        
          
	          Beattitudes of Greatness

          
        
          
	          Repair Your Greatness

          
        
          
	          Reset Your Greatness Workbook

          
        
          
	          Civility Humanitarianism: Creating a New World

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Africa We Honour Series

          
        
          
	          Africa Is  Consciousness

          
        
          
	          Monarch of Honour Africa: HRG King Clyde Rivers

          
        
          
	          Africulture: Living Africa Everywhere

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Canon of Eternal Greatness Series

          
        
          
	          Within

          
        
          
	          Outpour: Delivering Eternal Greatness

          
        
          
	          Vessels of Greatness: Developing Eternal Greatness

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Grammar of Human Development Series

          
        
          
	          The Grammar of Being

          
        
          
	          The Grammar of Consciousness: What the Mind Is

          
        
          
	          The Grammar of Formation: How a Being Grows

          
        
          
	          The Grammar of Meaning: How a Human Interpretes Life

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Royal Diaspora Monarchy Series

          
        
          
	          The Royal Diaspora Monarchy

          
        
          
	          Royentation

          
        
          
	          Origination

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Greatness Code

          
        
          
	          The World Book of Greatness 2022

          
        
          
	          The Africa We Honour

          
        
          
	          Seasons of Greatness

          
        
          
	          Thresholds of Greatness

          
        
          
	          Butiiti: A Dwelling Place of God in Africa

          
        
      

      
    
    


BUTIITI

A Dwelling Place of God in Africa

Professor Patrick Rusoke Businge 

Copyright © 2026 Greatness University Publishers 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or any other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For permission, write to the publisher at the address below:

Photo Credits: 105.6 Jubilee Radio, Fort Portal Diocese, Uganda

[image: A logo of a university]

Greatness University Publishers

London, UK

www.greatnessuniversity.co.uk

Contents

Come and See Butiiti

Chapter 1: Before It Was Built

Chapter 2: The Arrival of Faith

Chapter 3: The Question That Changed Everything

Chapter 4: The Consecration

Chapter 5: The Beauty Within

Chapter 6: The Journey to Butiiti

Chapter: The Dwelling Place of God

Chapter 8: Those Who Built This Dwelling

Chapter 9: Butiiti and the World

Chapter 10: The Future of Butiiti

Epilogue: The Echo of Butiiti

About the Author

Greatness University

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Come and See Butiiti


[image: ]


Our Lady of Salvation Roman Catholic Church,     Butiiti, Fort Portal Diocese, Uganda 

Consecrated on Saturday, 28th March 2026

[image: ]

“Some places are not discovered by travel, but by recognition.” - “Were not our hearts burning within us...?” (Luke 24:32)

A Place That Calls

“Come and see.” John 1:39

There are places you visit, and then there are places that call you. Not loudly, not urgently, but unmistakably. Butiiti is one of those places. Long before the road bends toward the hills, before the red roofs emerge against the green landscape, something within you has already begun to respond. You do not arrive here by accident. You are drawn. And what calls you is not, at first, the architecture, nor the history, nor even the scale. It is something quieter, something older. It is the presence of God, dwelling among His people.

Before the Structure

“Surely the Lord is in this place... and I did not know it.” Genesis 28:16

Before the towers rose, before Our Lady of Salvation Catholic Church stretched across the hillside, before the red roofs crowned the land like a declaration, there was already something here. Not a building, but a presence.

In the late nineteenth century, when Butiiti was still a mission outstation, there were no grand walls, no stained glass, no visible signs of significance. There were only people - gathering, listening, learning, believing - and somehow, that was enough. What makes a place sacred is not what is built upon it, but what is received within it. Faith arrived quietly, but it did not remain small. It took root in the hearts of the people, and from there, it began to grow.

When Faith Finds Form

“What you have heard from me... entrust to faithful people.” 2 Timothy 2:2

By 1904, what had begun as scattered gatherings had become something established. The Missionaries of Africa, the White Fathers, founded Butiiti Catholic Parish. What had once been temporary became rooted. Faith had found a home and from that home, it began to expand not with noise but with certainty.

By 1928, more than 8,000 people had been baptised here. Not because faith was imposed, but because it was received, understood, and lived. It was no longer something brought from outside. It had become something carried within.

The old church that stood for more than a century carried something equally powerful: continuity. It held memory. It preserved beginnings. It witnessed generations. And it still stands today not as something replaced, but as something honoured.

When a Community Outgrows Its Walls

“Enlarge the place of your tent... do not hold back.” Isaiah 54:2

Every sacred place reaches a moment of question: what happens when what you have can no longer contain what you have become? At Butiiti, that moment did not produce hesitation. It produced vision. Not the vision of a building, but the vision of a sanctuary: a place that could gather thousands, a place where beauty and meaning would meet, a place where those who entered would not simply attend, but encounter God. 

So, what now rises across the hills: the red roofs stretching outward, the towers standing in quiet authority, the sanctuary overlooking the homes below was not born out of ambition. It was born out of recognition of what Butiiti had become.
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A Sanctuary Among the People

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”   John 1:14

This is what makes Butiiti distinct. It does not stand apart from the people. It stands among them. The homes that surround it are not incidental; they are essential. They remind you that this is not a monument placed in isolation. It is a living centre within a living community.

The sanctuary rises, but it does not separate. It gathers and in that gathering, something profound becomes clear: sacred places are not meant to remove people from life. They are meant to bring life into focus.

The Hands That Built

“Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labour in vain.” Psalm 127:1

At the heart of this unfolding stood leadership that carried both vision and responsibility. The Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. Bernard Bitekerezo, did more than oversee construction. He shepherded a people through a calling. He gave language to what many already felt: that this was not simply a project, but purpose. Under his leadership, what seemed distant became possible. What seemed too large became shared. What seemed like a structure became something far greater.

There were those whose contributions shaped the sanctuary in defining ways. Mr. Walter Backman and family, whose generosity carried significant weight, helped turn vision into reality. Beyond them, many more - names remembered, names unrecorded - all present within these walls. This sanctuary was not built by a few. It was carried by many.

When a Building Becomes a Dwelling

“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man.” Revelation 21:3

And then came the moment. Not when construction ended, but when it was consecrated. As His Lordship Bishop Robert Muhiirwa stood before the altar, something shifted in a way that cannot be measured. It was not the scale of the building, nor the size of the gathering. It was the declaration: “Today, this house is consecrated as a dwelling place of God among His people.” And in that moment, everything changed. It was no longer a building. No longer a project. No longer a structure. It had become a dwelling of God among his people. 

What You Now See

“My eyes and my heart will always be there.”   2 Chronicles 7:16

Today, Butiiti stands as one of the largest Catholic churches in Uganda, capable of gathering more than 7000 thousand people within its walls. Yet its significance cannot be measured in numbers. It is measured in presence. In what it holds. In what it carries. In what it invites. The red roofs that define its silhouette are not merely architectural. They mark the place. They announce it. They make it known. This is not a church you pass. It is a place you recognise.

An Invitation, Not Just a Story

“Taste and see that the Lord is good.” Psalm 34:8

This book is not only telling a story. It is extending an invitation. There are places you read about, and then there are places you must experience. Places where history surrounds you. Places where beauty carries meaning. Places where silence speaks. Places where something within you becomes still not because you are told to be, but because the space itself asks it of you. Butiiti is one of those places.  

Come and See

“Come and see.” John 1:39

This book is not asking you to admire Butiiti. It is asking you to come. To walk the hills that hold its story. To stand beneath the roofs that define its presence. To sit, even for a moment, in a place that has been set apart. Because some places are built and some places are prepared. Butiiti is both. Come and see.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 1: Before It Was Built
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“Before it was built in stone, it was already being built in faith.” - “For we walk by faith, not by sight.”   (2 Corinthians 5:7)

Before You Arrive

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105

Before there was a church at Butiiti, there was a path. It was not marked by stone, nor defined by sign, yet it was known. It had been pressed into the red soil by those who walked it long before anything was built, its direction shaped not by design but by repetition, memory, and return. It moved quietly through the hills of Tooro, rising and falling with the land, following contours that seemed to remember the footsteps that had passed before.

At first light, they came. Before the sun had fully claimed the sky, before the mist had lifted from the hills, while the air was still cool and the land still quiet, they began to walk. One by one, then in small groups, their movement was unhurried yet certain. There was no urgency in their steps, but there was direction. They knew where they were going, even if they could not yet name what awaited them there. They were not going to a building. They were going to a place.
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A Place Before a Parish

“Where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew 18:20

In the late nineteenth century, Butiiti was not defined by structure. It was defined by gathering. People came not because they had been summoned by an institution, but because something had begun to move among them: quietly, gradually, almost invisibly. It began as a message, a curiosity, an invitation. It travelled from person to person, carried through conversation, through listening, through the simple willingness to return and hear again.

What began as interest slowly gained weight, and what had once been heard began to call people back. When they arrived, there were no walls to enter, no pews to sit upon, no altar to face. There was only open ground and a voice.

The missionaries who came into this region did not begin with buildings. They began with presence. Under trees, in clearings, and in spaces that belonged to no one and therefore to everyone, they spoke of a God who was not confined to place, a God who could be encountered without walls, a God who could be known without distance.

From Listening to Learning

“Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.” Romans 10:17

At first, the message was unfamiliar. It did not replace what people already knew; it stood beside it and asked to be considered. Those who came did not arrive as followers. They arrived as listeners, and then, slowly, as learners. They returned not out of obligation, but because something within them recognised that what they had heard required time. It required attention. It required space to settle. And in that returning, something began to take root.

Faith, in its earliest form
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