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“God loves a cheerful giver.”

— 2 Corinthians 9:7
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DEDICATION

To every believer who has ever given out of fear instead of love—

may this book set your heart free.

And to every pastor or minister who shepherds with honesty and humility—

you are more precious than you know.
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Before we begin, I want to speak plainly.

This book was not born in a seminary library. It was born in a conversation I had with a young woman after a Sunday service. She had just placed her last ten thousand francs into an offering basket because her pastor had declared that anyone who withheld their tithe that morning was under a curse. She did not have money for food that week. She was trembling—not from the Spirit of God, but from fear.

I watched her walk out of that building pale and quiet, clutching an empty purse. And something broke open in me. I knew I had to write.

This is not a book against the Church. I love the Church. I have served in congregations across Central and West Africa for many years. I have seen the beauty of genuine Christian community—people feeding each other, praying through the night, giving sacrificially and joyfully for kingdom purposes.

But I have also seen the damage done when giving is turned into a spiritual transaction, when fear replaces love at the offering bowl, and when pastors—sometimes unknowingly—weaponize Scripture to build financial empires rather than God’s kingdom.

My aim in this book is not to answer every theological debate about tithing. Scholars have filled entire volumes with those discussions. My aim is simpler: to bring a faithful, accessible, and honest account of what the Bible actually says about giving, and to set free any heart that has been bound by guilt, confusion, or manipulation in this area.

I have deliberately written for the ordinary believer—the market trader, the schoolteacher, the university student, the grandmother, the young professional. You do not need a theology degree to understand what God requires of you in giving. His Word is clear. His yoke is easy. His burden is light.

Read slowly. Pray as you go. And trust that the God who gave His only Son is more than capable of speaking truth to your heart.

— Ako Abanda Bonaventure Nyenty
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Introduction: A Question Many Fear to Ask
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There is a question that sits quietly in the hearts of many churchgoers, rarely spoken aloud, seldom preached about with honesty. It goes something like this:


“When I give money to my pastor or my church, am I truly giving to God?”  — 


It sounds almost irreverent to ask. Surely giving is giving. Surely the church is God’s house and the pastor or minister is God’s representative. But the question matters—enormously—because billions of dollars flow through churches every year, and the motivations behind that giving vary wildly. Some people give from overflowing gratitude. Others give from love. But a great many give from fear, confusion, social pressure, and a vague anxiety that God will punish them if they do not comply.

That is not the heart of God. That is not the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Apostle Paul was clear: God loves a cheerful giver. The Greek word translated “cheerful” is hilaros—the root of our English word “hilarious.” God loves a giver who gives with hilarious, overflowing, unforced joy. Fear is not hilaros. Guilt is not hilaros. Compulsion is not hilaros.

So why does so much of the church’s teaching on giving produce the opposite of joy?

The Landscape of Giving Today

Across Africa, Latin America, Asia, and among diaspora communities worldwide, the prosperity gospel has taken deep root. Its central message, stripped to essentials, is this: financial blessing from God is available to those who give generously—specifically, to those who sow financial seeds into anointed ministries. The more you give to the right person, the more God will give back to you.

On the surface this sounds generous. In practice, it has produced some of the wealthiest pastors on the continent and some of the most financially strained congregations in the world. A 2019 survey of megachurches across five African nations found that more than 60% of congregants reported feeling pressured to give beyond their means at least once in the previous year. Many reported giving while in serious debt. Some reported going without food or medication.

This is not what God intended when He said, “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse.”

But neither is the answer to abandon generosity altogether. There is a ditch on both sides of this road. One ditch is manipulation and fear-driven giving. The other is a self-centered stinginess dressed up in theological language. The narrow road between them is what this book is about.

What This Book Will Cover

We will begin at the beginning—with the actual historical and covenantal origins of tithing in the Old Testament. Many people are surprised to discover how specific and structural that system was, and how different it looks from what is taught in most contemporary churches.

We will then walk through the New Testament with open eyes, asking honest questions. What did Jesus teach about money? Did the apostles practice tithing? What do Paul’s letters actually say about financial giving?

From there, we will examine the question of supporting ministers—a genuinely biblical mandate—and trace how that legitimate principle became distorted in some quarters into a system of spiritual control and financial extraction.

We will also address the specific teachings and tactics used to manipulate believers: curse-and-blessing formulas, seed-faith theology, the doctrine of the “man of God” as sole channel of divine blessing. We will examine these not with bitterness, but with the calm light of Scripture.

And finally, we will arrive at what the New Testament consistently calls us toward: a generous, joyful, Spirit-led, and free approach to giving that blesses the Church, serves the poor, and honors the God who is Himself the most extravagant giver in the universe.

Life Story: Amara’s Quiet Torment


Amara was twenty-eight, a newly qualified nurse working in a public hospital in Accra. Her salary was modest—barely enough to cover rent, transport, and the small contributions she made toward her younger siblings’ school fees. She had grown up in a church that taught strong tithing principles, and she had always tried to give faithfully.

But in the new church she joined after relocating for work, the pressure was different. Every Sunday, the pastor delivered what the congregation had come to call the “tithe sermon.” It always included the same warning: “If your tithe is not in this offering, you are operating under a financial curse. Your money has holes. You wonder why you cannot save? Because you are robbing God.”

Amara began calculating her tithe down to the last pesewa. She gave it faithfully. But still she felt poor. Still she felt anxious. And when a medical emergency depleted her savings one month and she could not give the full 10%, she spent the entire week convinced she was cursed.

It was a colleague—a quiet, Bible-reading nurse named Philip—who first asked her a simple question one lunch break: “Amara, do you give because you love God, or because you’re afraid of what will happen if you don’t?”

She could not answer. The silence told her everything.

This book is for Amara. And for the many, many believers just like her.
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