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			“This book builds the biblical foundation for adoption for all of us who follow Christ and have been chosen by God. It is honest in how challenging adoption can be, and it sets a vision for the impact adoptive parents and local churches can have in the lives of children and communities.”

			Bryant Wright, Former Pastor of Johnson Ferry Baptist Church; founder, Right From The Heart Ministries 

			“Andrew Hopper’s book is a timely reminder of how the body of Christ is uniquely equipped to care for vulnerable members of the adoption kinship network. A must-read for prospective adoptive parents, foster parents, and support networks.”

			Rebekah McGee, LMSW, Adjunct Professor, The University of Alabama School of Social Work; birth parent/adoption social worker; adoptive parent

			“Biblical, gospel-centered, and deeply practical—this book takes a powerful look at adoption and the church’s role in serving the vulnerable. It offers a clear call to action and spiritual growth. The Hoppers’ testimony inspires, and I’m grateful to have Andrew as my pastor and example in this mission.”

			David Melber, President and CEO, Baptist Children’s Homes of North Carolina; adoptive father 

			“We adopted three kids from three different countries, and the gospel principles Andrew speaks to in this book are the ones that inspired and sustained us in answering the call to adopt. Chosen does not sugarcoat the challenges adoption brings, but it provides wisdom that will help guide you and your family.”

			Kevin Ezell, President, North American Mission Board, SBC

			“The gospel compels us to care for the orphan, and adoption invites not only families but entire communities to be the hands and feet of Christ. In Chosen, Andrew Hopper exhorts believers to consider adoption, and he is honest about its challenges while pointing to God’s faithful presence.”

			Todd Unzicker, Executive Director-Treasurer, 
North Carolina Baptists

			“Andrew Hopper has a prophetic gift wedded to a pastor’s heart. The stories in Chosen will not only warm your heart, they’ll compel you to get involved in the incredible ministry of adoption. As Andrew shows us, the gospel is the source of it all. Enthusiastically recommended!”

			J. D. Greear, Lead Pastor, The Summit Church, 
Raleigh-Durham, NC

			“Adoption is at the heart of the gospel of Jesus Christ. This book is both a reminder of the intentional Father we have in God and the great lengths he has gone in order to make us sons and daughters in his family. This is a book you read, then you go and live differently. Let’s go!”

			Ryan Britt, Executive Ministries Pastor, The Church 
of Eleven22 

			“Chosen is a book on adoption grounded in the beautiful truth of the believer’s adoption into the family of God through faith in Jesus Christ. This message is biblical, practical, and inspirational. Every pastor who wants to cultivate a culture of adoption in his own church should read this book.”

			Daniel L. Akin, President, Judson College/Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, NC 

			“Adoption is not first a human idea but God’s idea, rooted in his eternal plan of love. Andrew reminds us that the gospel doesn’t motivate us with guilt but with grace. This book will encourage families, equip churches, and most of all, exalt the God who makes orphans his sons and daughters.”

			Tony Merida, Pastor, Imago Dei Church, Raleigh, NC; 
vice president, Send Network
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			To HJ, AP, and DB.

			Your mother and I see the unconditional love 
and unending patience you have with us and your sister. 
We are all so much better for it.
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			Back in the 1970s–80s, I was in elementary school, excelling in building forts and digging foxholes on the farm with my friends. My family had two items of advanced technology: a cordless phone and a Polaroid camera. That camera was well used. The house was full of pictures of our family. 

			One of those Polaroid pictures was taken in the backyard. I was probably two years old and was in the kiddie pool while my parents and grandparents sat in folding chairs talking. I still don’t know who took that picture, but I know that I took it to show and tell at Shannon Forest Elementary School. 

			As I showed the picture to my class and told the story of how my mama and daddy adopted me because they couldn’t have children, the big bully in my class spoke up. He had a beard and drove himself to elementary school. He’d been held back a few times and was twice our size (that’s how I remember him, anyway).

			He said, “You must have been the ugliest baby ever born if your own mom looked at you and didn’t want you.”

			The class laughed in unison, and I felt my heart fill with something worse than shame. For the first time in my life, I wondered if I should have never been born.

			When my mom picked me up from school that day she knew, like mamas know, that I was upset, so she asked me, “Who did it?”

			When I told her what the big bully in the first-grade class said to me, she spent a minute telling me all the ways she would get revenge on him and his family. Then as she calmed down, she slowly explained to me the significance of being adopted. This is pretty close to verbatim: 

			“Your daddy and I prayed for you for ten years before you became our son. Way before you were born, we asked the Lord for a boy, and he answered our prayer by giving us you. We adopted you three months after you were born, and you became a part of our family. And we’re praying that one day soon, Jesus will adopt you, and you’ll become a part of his family too.”

			My mom did something on the ride home that day that literally changed the course of my life. She connected my adoption to the gospel. My parents’ prayers were answered, and I did join the family of God when I was fourteen years old. 

			When I became a Christian, I had a fuller understanding of the gospel, because I knew what it meant to be adopted—to be invited and welcomed in to a relationship based only on the love and grace of the one extending the invitation. 

			When Andrew told me about this book, the hair on my arms stood up. I felt the tangible presence of the Holy Spirit as I imagined how many people would be encouraged and inspired and challenged by the story of the Hopper family. 

			Andrew doesn’t paint a rosy picture of adoption—he paints a real one. It’s a different kind of difficult. It’s unpredictable and surprising and maddening and amazing. And all of it is a reflection of the gospel—the story of how God adopted us into his family through the death and resurrection of his own Son, Jesus Christ. 

			You’ll appreciate the fact that this book is not a guilt-laden sales pitch to get you to foster or adopt kids. There’s none of that here. Just a raw and hopeful story of pain and peace, of hardship and happiness, and all the surprising ways a family comes together to open their arms and their hearts to a new member. 

			Clayton King

			President, Clayton King Ministries

			Evangelist, Pastor, Husband, Daddy, Son
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			First, I want to say, Breathe easy! I know talking about adop­tion can bring up all types of pressure. Let’s try to take the air out of that balloon from the jump. Guilt and pressure can surround young Christian couples when the subject of adoption is broached. And the subject comes up a lot nowadays! 

			Thankfully, adoption is more of an open conversation now than it was a generation ago. I am a millennial, but more like a geriatric millennial. I remember drinking Crystal Pepsi, dying of dysentery on the Oregon Trail video game, and reading books to earn a Personal Pan Pizza from Pizza Hut! I was raised in a good church with godly parents. Adoption certainly wasn’t demeaned, but it also wasn’t discussed. That has really changed, and may God be glorified for it! Church ministries and books have helped put Christian adoption more front and center in our current age. All these things are good! But they can also create pressure and guilt as families and churches begin to touch on this important topic.

			So let me just say it plainly: Not everyone is called to adoption. The primary objective in this book is not to guilt more Christians into adopting children. Instead of guilt, the object is awe. Every Christian knows what it means to be adopted. Every Christian was lost without hope before they met Christ. They were orphaned before God stepped into their life and restored them to his family. If you are a Christian, you are adopted into the family of God. Remembering the gospel results in a passion that guilt can’t touch. Guilt is akin to putting fire under someone. Sure, it gets them moving, but when the heat is gone, all forward progress will stop. The gospel is a different motivation. The gospel puts fire in someone rather than under them. That is the aim of this book. 

			Rather than guilting people into adoption, I hope to awaken them to their own spiritual adoption. Our hearts will burn with passion for others only after we understand God’s passion for us. That is the fuel we need to walk the long road of adoption and support others who do the same.

			Outside of marriage, adoption is the single greatest metaphor for God’s work in our lives. Romans 8 describes God choosing us: “You have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God” (Romans 8:15–16). Despite our flaws and rebellion, God chose us to be part of his family. His Spirit also reminds us of who we are as adopted children. This truth naturally leads many Christians to adopt, and it encourages all Christians to support those who do. The gospel is different; it changes everything. The gospel takes us farther than guilt because it weaves the title of “chosen” into our identity. Subsequently, that identity comes out in
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