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    TITO


    KEY INFORMATION


    
      	Born: 7May 1892 in Kumrovec, Austria-Hungary (present-day Croatia).


      	Died: 4May 1980 in Ljubljana, Yugoslavia (present-day Slovenia).


      	
        Main achievements:

        
          	Role in the Yugoslav resistance and fierce opposition to the Nazis.


          	Unification of Yugoslavia under a Communist regime.


          	Policy of non-alignment and recognition of minority rights.

        

      

    


    INTRODUCTION


    Josip Broz, better known as Tito, stands out as one of the figures who had the greatest and most enduring influence on the history of a European nation during the 20th century. For 35 years, from 1945 to his death in 1980, he governed the now-defunct state of Yugoslavia. He led a successful resistance movement throughout the Second World War (1939-1945), and although he openly defied Stalin and the USSR at the beginning of the Cold War, he chose not to align his country with the Western Bloc.


    As such, he was one of the driving forces behind the creation of the Non-Aligned Movement in 1961, which brought together all the countries which did not side with either of the two global superpowers at that time, namely the USA and the USSR. He was also the movement’s first Secretary-General, holding the position from its foundation until 1964, and throughout the Cold War Yugoslavia was its only European member state.


    After Tito’s death in 1980, Yugoslavia only survived for 12 more years, dissolving in 1992 amid a series of bloody wars between its constituent republics.

  


  
    BIOGRAPHY
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    Tito in 1961.


    Josip Broz was born on 7May 1892 in Croatia, which at that time was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. His father was Croatian and his mother was Slovenian, and he was their seventh child. He grew up in a world that was in the midst of a period of major social and economic change.


    SERVICE IN THE AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN ARMY


    The fact that Broz was from a peasant family meant that his schooling was inconsistent, and three years after leaving school at the age of 12, he left his village to become a metalworking apprentice in a factory in the city. There, he discovered the burgeoning labour and trade union movements. In 1911, at the age of 19, he set off on a two-year journey across the Austro-Hungarian and German Empires, against the backdrop of the Balkan Wars which were ravaging the Balkan Peninsula at that time. In late 1913, he was conscripted into the Austro-Hungarian army, and after completing training for non-commissioned officers, he was promoted to the rank of sergeant major.


    
      THE BALKAN WARS


      In 1912, the Balkan League, comprising the Christian nations of Serbia, Bulgaria, Greece and Montenegro, declared war on the Muslim Ottoman Empire, which had been left weakened by a war in which it had lost Libya and other territories to Italy.


      In the ensuing six-month conflict, the Balkan League conquered almost all of the Ottoman Empire’s territory in Eastern Europe, which its members shared among themselves; furthermore, the European powers recognised Albania as an independent state. However, not all the victors were happy with the outcome of the war: Bulgaria felt cheated because it had not received the share of territory that had previously been agreed upon, and declared war on its former allies.


      The Second Balkan War began on 16June 1913, but Bulgaria’s resources had been drained by the previous conflict and it failed to achieve its objectives. Romania then entered the war in order to acquire territory that Bulgaria has promised it but subsequently refused to cede. Bulgaria surrendered in July 1913, when Romanian troops were advancing on Sofia.

    


    Broz was still serving in the army when the First World War (1914-1918) broke out. He fought against Serbia for several months before being sent to the Eastern Front to fight against Russia. He was captured by the Imperial Russian army in May 1915, and during his time as a prisoner of war he discovered Bolshevik ideology, which was becoming increasingly widespread at this time, and participated in the Russian Revolution by joining the Red Guard, a collection of groups of armed workers fighting against the Tsar’s forces.


    In 1920, he returned to his homeland, which was now part of a new country called “the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes”, a reflection of the numerous nationalities living there. This nation was founded on 1December 1918 and brought together the Slavic territories of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, which had collapsed, as well as the Kingdom of Serbia.


    COMMUNIST ACTIVISM


    Shortly after returning to the country, Broz became involved with the recently founded Communist Party of Yugoslavia (KPJ), until it was banned by the government in December 1920. In spite of the ban, he continued with his activism and was fired from multiple jobs as a result.


    In 1923, he was contacted by one of the party leaders and rejoined as an active member. In 1925, he began serving as a party functionary and was tasked with organising its local and regional activity.


    By 1928, the KPJ was riven by internal divisions, which Broz sought to smooth over by appealing to Moscow and the Comintern (the organisation that brought together pro-Soviet Communist parties around the world). He was arrested in August of that year and sentenced to five years in prison for allegedly planning bomb attacks.


    On his release, Broz resumed his activities for the KPJ, whose central committee had fled to Vienna, and also continued working for the Comintern. In 1934, he adopted the name of Tito, a common first name of Croatian origin.


    As the years went by, Tito travelled to the USSR on numerous occasions and began to make a name for himself. Moscow tasked him with reorganising the KPJ, and when the party’s leader Milan Gorkić (Yugoslav Communist leader, 1904-1937) fell victim to one of the purges led by Joseph Stalin (Soviet leader, 1878-1953), Tito took advantage of this situation to claim the position for himself in January 1938.


    His leadership strategy was based on armed insurrection and sought to create a federated Yugoslavia modelled after the USSR, as he believed this was the only way to resolve the differences between its constituent nations. He still held this position on 6April 1941, when Nazi Germany invaded Yugoslavia.

  


  
    SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CONTEXT


    THE BALKANS FROM 1914 TO 1941


    Tito’s rise to power cannot be understood without some background knowledge of the geopolitical evolution of the Balkan Peninsula following the end of the Balkan Wars. In 1914, shortly before the outbreak of the First World War, Europe – particularly Central and Eastern Europe – was more unified than it is today. The two vast empires of Central Europe, namely the German Empire and the Austro-Hungarian Empire, encompassed huge swathes of territory (the German Empire covered modern-day Germany, part of Denmark, part of Poland and part of France, while the Austro-Hungarian Empire included Austria, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, part of Poland, Romania and Serbia).


    The Balkan states played a major role in the First World War. Archduke Franz Ferdinand (1863-1914), the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, was assassinated by a young Serb nationalist in Sarajevo (present-day Bosnia-Herzegovina), which served as a pretext for the Empire to declare war on the Kingdom of Serbia and in doing so extend its influence over this coveted region of Europe. The numerous alliances that had been established in the previous years then drew the rest of Europe and most countries around the world into the conflict.


    Partway through the war, the Allied powers (France, Great Britain and Russia), Italy (which at that stage was still neutral), and Serbian, Croatian and Slovenian representatives embarked on negotiations. At the time, Croatia and Slovenia were provinces in the Austro-Hungarian Empire, but these negotiations led to the creation of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes after the end of the war. In 1929, the new nation was renamed the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. It comprised modern-day Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro, Kosovo and Macedonia. In 1934, King AlexanderI of Yugoslavia (1888-1934) was assassinated in Marseille, when his son PeterII (last king of Yugoslavia, 1923-1970) was just 11years old. His father’s cousin Prince Paul (1893-1976) was appointed regent and remained in the position until 1941.


    Another decisive event for the future of Yugoslavia was the Russian Revolution (which was actually two revolutions, in February and October 1917). This Revolution took place while the First World War was still raging and overthrew the Tsar, who was replaced by a Provisional Government, which was in turn superseded by the Communists following the second revolution in October. This led to a bloody civil war which lasted until 1923, but before the conflict was over, Vladimir Lenin (Soviet politician and revolutionary, 1870-1924), the leader of the Bolshevik faction, proclaimed the establishment of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, better known as the USSR. The Communist Party, which had Stalin as its General Secretary, then became the only legal political party.


    Lenin died in January 1924, shortly after the establishment of the USSR and the end of the Civil War. Stalin subsequently outmanoeuvred his rivals to centralise power within the Party and in his own hands, and began to use his position to influence other national Communist parties around the world.


    THE INVASION OF YUGOSLAVIA


    The Second World War broke out in 1939, and Germany invaded Yugoslavia on 6April 1941. This was not part of Germany’s initial plan; it was only after its ally Italy attempted to invade Greece in 1940 that Hitler (Chancellor of Germany, 1889-1945) decided to intervene in the Balkans. The Italian invasion turned out to be a fiasco and Albania, which the Italian forces were using as a base, was partially occupied by Greek troops. With the aim of protecting his southern flank and giving himself the freedom to come to Italy’s aid, Hitler persuaded the regent Paul to join the Tripartite Pact, which had initially been signed between the Axis powers of Germany, Italy and Japan. Two days later, Paul was overthrown in a Western-backed coup d’état and PeterII, then aged 17, was placed on the throne.


    Although there was no initial backlash against the decision to join the Tripartite Pact, before long the signatories of the agreement were imprisoned and Belgrade began seeking political and military support from the USSR. Sensing that Yugoslavia was going to break the pact, Germany decided to invade. On 6April, bombs were dropped on Belgrade and German troops crossed the border. Yugoslavia surrendered just 11days later and was subsequently carved up among the Axis powers, with its neighbours Hungary, Bulgaria and Italy annexing several regions and pro-German governments being put in place in Croatia and Serbia.


    While Yugoslavia posed no problems for the Germans and their allies to begin with, this all changed on 22June 1941, when the Axis began its invasion of the USSR. From this point onwards, the KPJ, led by Tito, began playing an active role in the armed resistance. Tito was named Commander in Chief of the Partisans (the name given to Communist members of the resistance in Yugoslavia) by the party’s Central Committee, and this group came to embody Yugoslav resistance to the German oppressors.


    THE COMMUNIST RESISTANCE
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    Marshal Tito (far right) during the Second World War, 1944.


    Tito and his followers waged a fierce combat against the Germans and Italians and their collaborators until the end of the Second World War. Tito was appointed marshal in 1943 and began to make plans for the future of Yugoslavia, which was still divided. He wanted to turn the country into a federal republic, as he believed that this was the only way that the various nationalities living there could peacefully coexist.


    The war provided him with an opportunity to put his ideas into practice. In November 1942, he convened the Anti-Fascist Council of National Liberation of Yugoslavia, which had 54 members, including members of the KPJ and other political parties, as well as Muslim and Orthodox religious representatives, and which served as a parliament for the regions that has been freed from German occupation.


    At the same time, an executive committee which served as an unofficial provisional government was created. Officially, Tito and his Partisans continued to follow the policy set out by Moscow, which still recognised the royal government in exile in London.


    One year later, following the success of the Yugoslav Communist resistance, the Partisans proclaimed the creation of a National Committee of Liberation in Yugoslavia, which was presented as the only legitimate government in the country, displacing the one in London. In spite of Stalin’s disapproval, the rest of the Allies supported the National Committee of Liberation and forced the royal government to collaborate with it. The Yugoslav Communist resistance was genuinely effective and became a real thorn in the Germans’ side, and as a result of this success Tito was named Prime Minister of the new government.


    
      THE CHETNIKS


      While Tito and his Partisans are still seen as the face of the resistance in Yugoslavia during the Second World War, they were not the only group to fight back against the Nazi invaders. The Chetniks, who derived their name from the Turkish word used to describe Serbian and Albanian insurgents in the early 20th century (when these countries were still part of the Ottoman Empire), were comprised of soldiers from the Yugoslav army who refused to lay down their arms when their country surrendered. They formed part of the resistance and waged guerrilla warfare against the occupying powers before the Communist Partisans also joined the resistance.


      The Chetniks were fundamentally opposed to the Partisans, as they harboured nationalist and royalist beliefs and were mostly Serbian, whereas the Partisans were Communists and wanted to create a federal republic. Furthermore, their approach to fighting was based on guerrilla warfare, in contrast to the Partisans, who were in favour of open combat.


      As the war progressed, the role played by the Chetniks

    


    

    THE ROAD TO VICTORY
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