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Chapter 1: First Pedal to Trouble
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The summer holiday had ended far too soon for Wayne Kraemer’s liking. The first golden rays of the January morning fell across the quiet streets of Cambridge West, but Wayne wasn’t thinking about how beautiful it was. He was thinking about how quickly he could get to school, find his friends, and start the year with a little bit of... excitement.

Wayne had a reputation—one that depended on a very delicate balance between charm and chaos. Teachers would sigh at his mischief, but then find themselves impressed at his quick mind and even quicker wit. Thirteen years old, with a mop of unruly brown hair and a mischievous grin, he had a knack for bending rules just enough to avoid breaking them completely... most of the time.

He wheeled his bicycle out of the garage of 51 Scholl Road and swung one leg over the frame. His parents were both already gone—his mom to the hospital where she worked as a nurse, and his dad to the bus depot. That meant no one to remind him to behave. Not that it would have worked anyway.

As Wayne pedalled off, the morning air was fresh and cool. Cambridge West was waking up slowly; a few cars passed him, their drivers trying to beat the traffic into the centre of East London. The streets were familiar to Wayne—he’d been riding to Camden Junior for years, and the high school was only five blocks further.

He took the turn past Mr. Patel’s corner shop, where the owner was already arranging crates of cold drinks in the fridge. Mr. Patel waved.

“First day, Wayne! Don’t get into trouble!”

Wayne grinned. “Me? Never!”

As he pedalled past the Tennis courts, he spotted a flash of movement ahead. Two figures in the distance were walking along the pavement, chatting animatedly. He didn’t need to guess twice—it was Donna and Lee Anne.

Donna, tall and confident, had been his partner-in-crime for many of last year’s escapades. She was fearless, competitive, and had a laugh that could make a teacher suspicious from the other end of the schoolyard. Lee Anne was quieter, but her sharp mind and ability to think three steps ahead had gotten the trio out of more than one tricky situation.

Wayne rang the little bell on his bike. “Morning, ladies! Need a ride?”

Donna rolled her eyes. “Wayne, your bike only has one seat.”

“That’s a detail,” he replied, coasting to a stop beside them. “What’s the plan for today?”

“The plan,” Lee Anne said with a smirk, “is to make it through the first day without a detention.”

Wayne feigned shock. “You think so little of me?”

“Yes,” Donna and Lee Anne said in perfect unison, laughing. 

The three of them travelled the rest of the way together, Wayne riding slowly beside them. Camden High soon came into view—a cluster of red-brick buildings surrounded by tall Blue-gum trees whose leaves littered the walkways. The morning sunlight glinted off the large sign above the main gate: WELCOME BACK TO CAMDEN HIGH – 2025.

Wayne hopped off his bike and wheeled it to the bicycle cage near the admin block. The metallic clang of the lock closing felt strangely ceremonial—like sealing away the last bit of holiday freedom. He slung his backpack over one shoulder and headed for the netball courtyard, where he knew he’d find the rest of his crew.

Sure enough, Martin, Charles, Vusi, and Pumla were already there.

Martin, tall and lanky, was the self-declared strategist of the group. He had a way of talking that made even the wildest ideas sound reasonable. Charles was his opposite—short, stocky, and ready to jump into action without overthinking. Vusi was the peacemaker, always stepping in to smooth things over when tensions ran high. And Pumla, the undisputed queen of sarcasm, had an encyclopaedic knowledge of school gossip.

“Wayne!” Martin called, waving him over. “You ready for another year of glory?”

“Glory? More like survival,” Vusi said, shaking his head. “Have you seen the new principal? She looks strict.”

Pumla smirked. “That’s because she is strict. Rumour has it she ran a boarding school in Durban. Zero tolerance for nonsense.”

Wayne grinned. “Sounds like a challenge.”

They all groaned.

Before long, the bell rang, and the courtyard began to fill with the shuffle of feet and the buzz of voices. Students streamed toward their classrooms, old friends reuniting and new
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