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●  The University of Oregon's football program started in 1894.

●  In their debut game, they defeated Albany Collegiate Institute (now known as Lewis & Clark College) 44-2.

●  The school's original colors were not green and yellow; they were actually blue and yellow.

●  The name “Ducks” wasn’t the original moniker. They were initially called the “Webfoots” – a name that paid homage to fishermen in the Massachusetts and Oregon regions.

●  The change to "Ducks" began as a nickname, thanks to Oregon's wet weather, and was adopted over time.

●  The football team's first out-of-state game was in 1895 against the University of the Pacific in Stockton, California.

●  Joe Smith, a faculty member, served as the team's first-ever head coach.

●  Cal Young and J.A. Church were the team's first-ever captains in 1894.

●  The first football game played on campus was in 1895 on Kincaid Field.

●  In 1913, Oregon defeated the University of California in the West's first true "Rose Bowl" in Pasadena, CA.

●  Oregon was a founding member of the Pacific Coast Conference, which would later become the Pac-12.

●  The Ducks' football team did not have a formal mascot until 1947.

●  In the early 1920s, Oregon adopted the forward pass into their strategy, which was a novel concept at the time.

●  The Ducks' first winning season was in 1895 when they went 4-0.

●  The school’s alma mater, "Mighty Oregon," was penned in 1916 and is still sung today.

●  Oregon was independent for its first five years before joining the PCC in 1916.

●  The university's football program had a hiatus during World War I.

●  Hugo Bezdek, who coached from 1913-1917, was the first Oregon coach to record a win against a major East Coast team.

●  In 1920, Oregon's Bill Steers was one of the first players to ever wear a football helmet.

●  The Ducks experienced another pause during the 1943-1944 seasons due to World War II.

●  Len Casanova is considered the father of modern Oregon football and led the Ducks through the 1950s and early 1960s.

●  Oregon's first-ever televised game was in 1953 against Nebraska.

●  The Ducks' first bowl game appearance was in the 1917 East-West Tournament Game, which they lost to Penn 14-0.

●  The Ducks’ first Rose Bowl appearance was in 1919, a game they lost to Harvard.

●  In 1939, the team adopted the nickname "The Ironmen" due to their endurance and determination.
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●  Phil Knight, co-founder of Nike, was a middle-distance runner at Oregon but has since become one of the program's biggest benefactors.

●  Joey Harrington, quarterback from 1998-2001, finished fourth in the Heisman Trophy voting in 2001.

●  Running back LaMichael James was a Heisman finalist in 2010.

●  Quarterback Marcus Mariota won the Heisman Trophy in 2014, becoming Oregon's first and only winner so far.

●  Ahmad Rashad (formerly known as Bobby Moore) played for the Ducks before going on to an illustrious NFL and broadcasting career.

●  Mel Renfro was a standout halfback and defensive back for Oregon before joining the Dallas Cowboys and eventually being inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

●  Dan Fouts, who played quarterback for Oregon from 1970-1972, later starred for the San Diego Chargers and became a Hall of Famer.

●  Haloti Ngata, one of the most dominant defensive linemen in Oregon history, went on to a standout career in the NFL.

●  De'Anthony Thomas, known as the "Black Mamba", was one of the most versatile players in school history, contributing as a running back, receiver, and return man.

●  Kellen Clemens, another notable quarterback, played for the Ducks from 2002-2005.

●  Wide receiver Samie Parker held the school record for most receptions in a season (77) and most receiving yards in a season (1,088) until they were broken.

●  Dennis Dixon was a standout quarterback from 2004-2007 and was in Heisman contention before an injury in his senior year.

●  Jairus Byrd, a star defensive back for the Ducks, was selected in the second round of the 2009 NFL Draft.

●  Royce Freeman set the school record for career rushing yards with 5,621 from 2014-2017.

●  Gary Zimmerman, who played offensive line for the Ducks, is the only Oregon player in the Pro Football Hall of Fame based on his NFL career.

●  Defensive back Kenny Wheaton's 97-yard interception return for a touchdown in 1994 against Washington is one of the most iconic plays in Oregon history.

●  Jonathan Stewart set the school's single-season rushing record in 2007 with 1,722 yards.

●  Patrick Chung, a defensive star for the Ducks, has won multiple Super Bowls with the New England Patriots.

●  Bill Musgrave, a quarterback from 1987-1990, still ranks high in many of Oregon's passing records.

●  Wide receiver Jeff Maehl tied the school record with 12 touchdown catches in a season in 2010.

●  Akili Smith, quarterback from 1997-1998, was the third overall pick in the 1999 NFL Draft.

●  Linebacker Peter Sirmon was a defensive leader in the late 1990s and later went on to coach at Oregon.

●  Keenan Howry, a wide receiver and return man, was known for his game-changing plays in the early 2000s.

●  T.J. Ward, a hard-hitting safety for the Ducks, has since had a successful NFL career.

●  Tight end Ed Dickson set the school record for receiving yards by a tight end in a season with 551 in 2009.

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





