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●  The Minnesota Vikings joined the NFL as an expansion team in 1960.

●  They played their first regular-season game on September 17, 1961.

●  Their team name, "Vikings", represents the state's Scandinavian heritage.

●  Initially, they were slated to be in the AFL, but joined the NFL after a series of events.

●  The Vikings’ original owners included businessmen Bill Boyer, H.P. Skoglund, and Max Winter.

●  Minnesota's first win came in their inaugural game against the Chicago Bears.

●  They played at Metropolitan Stadium in Bloomington from 1961 to 1981.

●  In 1982, the team moved to the Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome.

●  The Vikings won their first division title in 1970.

●  The team’s colors, purple and gold, are inspired by the royal symbolism associated with Vikings.

●  Their mascot, Viktor the Viking, was introduced in 2007.

●  The team’s fight song, "Skol, Vikings", was introduced in the 1960s.

●  They've won the NFC Championship game 4 times but have yet to secure a Super Bowl win.

●  The Vikings were the first team to appear in four Super Bowls.

●  Their legendary "Purple People Eaters" defense of the late 1960s and 1970s is one of the most iconic in NFL history.

●  The Vikings hold the NFL record for most postseason losses.

●  Minnesota’s coldest game was the 1969 NFL Championship, often referred to as the last "Ice Bowl."

●  Their 15-1 season in 1998 is one of the most dominant in NFL history.

●  The team moved to the state-of-the-art U.S. Bank Stadium in 2016.

●  The Vikings' ship-shaped Gjallarhorn is sounded before every home game.

●  They were the first team to draft a player from the Soviet Union in 1989.

●  The Vikings became the first modern NFL team to win a division title in its inaugural season.

●  Minnesota's rally cry "Skol" is derived from the Swedish, Danish, and Norwegian word “Skål,” a term used for cheers.

●  The Vikings' helmet horns are among the most recognizable symbols in the NFL.

●  Minnesota had one of the longest sellout streaks in the NFL, spanning from 1965 to 2002.

●  The team has had only three primary logos since their inception.

●  The team's first-ever draft pick was Tommy Mason, a running back from Tulane.

●  The Vikings' cheerleaders are known as the "Minnesota Vikings Cheerleaders" (MVC).

●  In their first season, they finished with a 3-11 record.

●  The Vikings were the first team to play in two Super Bowls in the 1970s.

●  Their longest winning streak in a single season is 12 games, achieved in 2019.

●  The team has appeared in the playoffs over 30 times.

●  Their 50th season in 2010 was marked with a special logo and celebrations.

●  The team’s all-time leading rusher is Adrian Peterson.

●  Bud Grant, their iconic coach, led the team to four Super Bowls.

●  The Vikings had a famous "Love Boat" scandal in 2005.

●  They're one of the few teams to have lost four Super Bowls.

●  Minnesota's first touchdown was scored by Bob Schnelker.

●  They once played a Monday Night Football game in Detroit due to a snowstorm collapsing the Metrodome roof.

●  In 2010, Brett Favre’s consecutive starts streak ended while he was with the Vikings.

●  The Vikings' original mascot was named "Hub Meeds," dressed as a Viking.

●  They have a heated rivalry with the Green Bay Packers.

●  The team once had a live mascot named "Ragnar" who would ride onto the field on a motorcycle.

●  Minnesota was part of the biggest upset in NFL playoff history in 1969.

●  The Vikings have one of the best winning percentages in the NFL history.

●  Their legendary quarterback Fran Tarkenton was the NFL MVP in 1975.

●  The team's training camp was historically held in Mankato, Minnesota.

●  Minnesota's first Pro Bowl player was Fran Tarkenton in 1964.

●  The Vikings have retired six jersey numbers in honor of their greats.

●  They've had only three stadiums throughout their existence: Metropolitan Stadium, Metrodome, and U.S. Bank Stadium.
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​Hall of Fame Players
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●  Fran Tarkenton, a quarterback inducted in 1986, played 18 seasons in the NFL.

●  Alan Page was the first defensive player to win the NFL MVP.

●  Carl Eller, a member of the "Purple People Eaters", was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2004.

●  Cris Carter, inducted in 2013, finished his career with 130 touchdowns.

●  John Randle, undrafted out of college, became one of the NFL's most dominant defensive tackles.

●  Randall McDaniel started 202 consecutive games in his career.

●  Paul Krause holds the NFL record for most career interceptions with 81.

●  Ron Yary, inducted in 2001, was the first offensive lineman taken as the No.1 overall draft pick.

●  Mick Tingelhoff played 240 consecutive games and was inducted in 2015.

●  Chris Doleman ranks fifth in career sacks in the NFL.

●  Bud Grant, who coached several Hall of Famers, was inducted in 1994.

●  Jim Finks, the Vikings' GM who drafted many Hall of Famers, was enshrined in 1995.

●  Gary Zimmerman is one of the few players inducted into both the NFL and CFL Hall of Fame.

●  Adrian Peterson, although not yet in the Hall of Fame, is widely regarded as one of the best running backs and is expected to be inducted.

●  Carl Eller was named All-Pro five times during his career.

●  Paul Krause played in eight Pro Bowls during his career.

●  Alan Page played 215 consecutive games.

●  Fran Tarkenton was the first quarterback to pass for 40,000 yards.

●  Cris Carter was the second player in NFL history to catch 1,000 passes.

●  John Randle recorded double-digit sack totals for eight straight seasons.

●  Mick Tingelhoff never missed a game in his 17-year career.

●  Randall McDaniel was named First-team All-Pro nine times.

●  Ron Yary played in seven consecutive Pro Bowls.

●  Chris Doleman's 21 sacks in 1989 were just half a sack short of the then NFL record.

●  Gary Zimmerman was named to two NFL All-Decade Teams.

●  Jim Marshall, not in the Hall of Fame, holds the record for most consecutive starts by a defensive player.

●  Fran Tarkenton was a nine-time Pro Bowl selection.

●  Carl Eller retired with 133.5 career sacks.

●  Alan Page became a Minnesota Supreme Court justice after his playing career.

●  Paul Krause intercepted passes from 45 different quarterbacks.

●  John Randle was known for painting his face before games.

●  Chris Carter started his career with the Philadelphia Eagles.

●  Randall McDaniel also played as a blocking tight end in some plays.

●  Mick Tingelhoff was an undrafted free agent when he joined the Vikings.

●  Gary Zimmerman played for the Vikings and Denver Broncos.

●  Jim Finks was also responsible for assembling the Chicago Bears team that won Super Bowl XX.

●  Bud Grant is the most winning coach in Vikings history.

●  Ron Yary played in 207 consecutive games.

●  Adrian Peterson set the single-game rushing record with 296 yards in 2007.

●  Cris Carter was known for his sideline and end zone toe-tap catches.

●  Fran Tarkenton held every major quarterback record at the time of his retirement.

●  Alan Page weighed his uniform every game to make sure equipment staff didn't add extra padding.

●  John Randle would often get into the heads of opposing players with his trash talk.

●  Paul Krause was known for his ability to read quarterbacks.

●  Carl Eller was a key player in the Vikings' 1969 NFL Championship.

●  Chris Doleman was a versatile player, playing both defensive end and linebacker.

●  Randall McDaniel was known for his athletic ability, often pulling from his guard position to block downfield.

●  Gary Zimmerman is one of the few players to have been named to an All-Decade team in both the 1980s and 1990s.

●  Ron Yary was a key figure in the Vikings' Super Bowl runs.

●  Mick Tingelhoff was a six-time First-team All-Pro selection.
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​Notable Coaches, General Managers and Front Office Personnel
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●  Bud Grant was the head coach for 18 seasons and led the Vikings to four Super Bowls.

●  Dennis Green coached the team from 1992-2001 and led them to the NFC Championship in 1998.

●  Jerry Burns was both an offensive coordinator and head coach for the Vikings, and was known for his innovative offensive strategies.

●  Mike Zimmer, known for his defensive acumen, became the head coach in 2014.

●  Jim Finks, general manager from 1964 to 1973, built the Vikings into a perennial contender.

●  Rick Spielman became the team's general manager in 2012 and has been responsible for several successful draft classes.

●  Les Steckel's one season as head coach in 1984 was a significant departure from the Bud Grant era.

●  Brad Childress, head coach from 2006-2010, led the Vikings to the NFC Championship in 2009.

●  Fran Foley briefly served as the Vikings' personnel director in 2006.

●  Scott Studwell, a former player, served in the team's front office in various capacities, including as Director of College Scouting.

●  Bud Grant is the only coach to have taken the Vikings to the Super Bowl.

●  Norm Van Brocklin was the team's first head coach, serving from 1961-1966.

●  Gary Kubiak served as the team's assistant head coach and offensive advisor.

●  Paul Wiggin was the team's personnel consultant for many years after his playing career.

●  Pat Shurmur served as the team's offensive coordinator and interim head coach before getting a head coaching job with the New York Giants.

●  Mike Lynn was the team's general manager during the 1980s and was responsible for the infamous Herschel Walker trade.

●  George Paton worked in the team's front office before becoming the GM for the Denver Broncos.

●  Tony Sparano, who once served as the head coach for the Miami Dolphins, was the Vikings' offensive line coach before his untimely death.

●  Bill Brown, after his playing days, was a coach and scout for the Vikings.

●  Jeff Diamond served as the team's vice president/general manager from 1994-1998.

●  Dennis Green's .610 winning percentage is second only to Bud Grant in team history.

●  Mike Tice, a former player, was the team's head coach from 2001-2005.

●  The Wilf family purchased the team in 2005 and has since been responsible for the team's major decisions.

●  Rob Brzezinski, the Vice President of Football Operations, has been instrumental in managing the team's salary cap.

●  The 15-1 record achieved under Dennis Green in 1998 was the best in team history.

●  Brian Billick, who later won a Super Bowl with the Baltimore Ravens, was the team's offensive coordinator in the late 1990s.

●  Mike Zimmer's defenses with the Vikings have been consistently ranked among the top in the NFL.

●  Ed Donatell, a long-time NFL coach, served as the team's defensive coordinator in the early 2000s.

●  Rick Spielman's brother, Chris Spielman, is a former NFL player and broadcaster.

●  Kevin Stefanski, who began his coaching career with the Vikings, later became the head coach of the Cleveland Browns.

●  Jerry Reichow, after his playing career, worked in the team's front office for over 30 years.

●  Bob Hollway, who was a part of the team's coaching staff in the 1970s, later became the team's general manager.

●  Les Steckel, known for his one tumultuous year as head coach, had a military background.

●  Eric Sugarman has been the team's head athletic trainer and is known for his advanced rehabilitation techniques.

●  Leo Lewis, a former player, later worked in the team's front office.

●  Floyd Reese, who had a successful tenure as the Tennessee Titans' general manager, later served as a senior football advisor for the Vikings.

●  Gary Zauner, a renowned special teams coach, served the Vikings in the 1990s.

●  George O'Leary served on the Vikings' coaching staff before moving to college football.

●  Norv Turner, a long-time NFL coach, was the team's offensive coordinator from 2014-2016.

●  Pete Bercich, after his playing career, served as a coach and later as a broadcaster for the team.

●  Mark Wilf, the team's owner and president, has been involved in many charitable initiatives in Minnesota.

●  John Michels, a former player, later served on the team's coaching staff.

●  Ziggy Wilf, the team's principal owner, immigrated from Europe and built a successful real estate empire before purchasing the Vikings.

●  Dom Capers, known for his defensive expertise, was a part of the Vikings' coaching staff early in his career.

●  Chuck Foreman, a former player, later worked in the team's community relations department.

●  Rick Spielman has been known for his shrewd draft-day trades.

●  Mike Priefer, known for his special teams coaching, served the Vikings for many years.

●  Joel Kramer, after his playing days, was a part of the team's coaching staff.

●  Mark Craig, a prominent sports writer, has covered the Vikings for the Star Tribune for many years.

●  Bob Hagan, the team's Executive Director of Public Relations, has been with the team for over 30 years.
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​Draft History
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●  The Vikings selected Tommy Mason as their first-ever draft pick in 1961.

●  In 1967, the Vikings drafted Hall of Famer Alan Page 15th overall.

●  The Vikings are known for trading draft picks; in 1989, they traded away five players and eight draft picks for Herschel Walker.

●  Randy Moss was a controversial pick in the 1998 draft but turned out to be one of the best wide receivers in NFL history.

●  The Vikings drafted Adrian Peterson 7th overall in 2007, and he became a key player for them for a decade.

●  Daunte Culpepper, drafted in 1999, became a franchise quarterback for the Vikings.

●  The team made a surprising pick in 2014, selecting Teddy Bridgewater 32nd overall.

●  In 1985, the Vikings selected Chris Doleman, who went on to have a Hall of Fame career.

●  Fran Tarkenton, one of the greatest quarterbacks in team history, was a third-round pick in 1961.

●  In 2015, the Vikings picked Trae Waynes 11th overall to boost their secondary.

●  Stefon Diggs, who had the “Minneapolis Miracle” play, was a 5th round pick in 2015.

●  The Vikings have had a penchant for drafting defensive linemen, with players like Kevin Williams being selected in the first round.

●  In the 1990s, the team took a risk by drafting under-the-radar players like John Randle.

●  Scott Studwell, a 9th round pick in 1977, went on to become one of the team's all-time great linebackers.

●  The team once traded two first-round picks to the Miami Dolphins for wide receiver Mike Wallace.

●  In 2020, the Vikings made a record 15 selections, the most in a seven-round draft.

●  The team had drafted a running back in the first round three times from 2007 to 2017.

●  Chad Greenway, a cornerstone for the Vikings' defense, was a first-round pick in 2006.

●  The Vikings selected Harrison Smith 29th overall in 2012, and he became a cornerstone of their defense.

●  In 1988, the team drafted Randall McDaniel, who became one of the best offensive linemen in team history.

●  The team has had its share of draft busts, like Dimitrius Underwood in 1999.

●  In 2013, the Vikings made three first-round selections: Sharrif Floyd, Xavier Rhodes, and Cordarrelle Patterson.

●  The team has not drafted a quarterback in the first round since Teddy Bridgewater in 2014.

●  Jim Marshall, who played 20 seasons for the Vikings, was actually drafted by the Cleveland Browns.

●  The Vikings' 2003 draft class featured Kevin Williams and E.J. Henderson, both of whom became team legends.

●  In 2011, the team selected Christian Ponder 12th overall, who had a roller-coaster career with the team.

●  Matt Birk, a six-time Pro Bowler, was a sixth-round pick in 1998.

●  The Vikings once had three first-round picks in 1967 and selected Gene Washington, Alan Page, and Clint Jones.

●  The team has often traded down in the draft to accumulate more picks.

●  The Vikings drafted Ed McDaniel in the 5th round in 1992, and he became a five-time Pro Bowler for them.

●  In 2004, the Vikings let the clock run out on their first-round pick and dropped two places.

●  The team has drafted players from non-Division I schools, like Adam Thielen from Minnesota State.

●  The team has not selected a wide receiver in the first round since Percy Harvin in 2009.

●  In 1979, the Vikings took Tommy Kramer in the first round, who became a mainstay at the quarterback position.

●  The team drafted Kyle Rudolph in the second round in 2011, and he became a top tight end for them.

●  In 2010, the team selected Everson Griffen in the fourth round, and he became one of their top pass rushers.

●  Ryan Cook, a second-round pick in 2006, became a versatile offensive lineman for the team.

●  In 1973, the Vikings selected Chuck Foreman 12th overall, and he went on to win the NFL Offensive Rookie of the Year award.

●  The team had often targeted cornerbacks early in the draft during Mike Zimmer's tenure.

●  Brad Johnson, drafted in the 9th round in 1992, had multiple stints as the team's starting quarterback.

●  The Vikings often selected players from the Senior Bowl, where they evaluated talent firsthand.

●  The team's draft strategy has often been to take the best player available rather than draft for need.

●  In 2016, the team traded its first-round pick for Sam Bradford after Teddy Bridgewater's injury.

●  The team has drafted brothers on several occasions, like E.J. and Erin Henderson.

●  In 1998, the team took Matt Anderson in the 7th round, the last guard they selected from Michigan until 2021.

●  The Vikings selected Jared Allen in the fourth round in 2004, and he went on to become one of the league's top pass rushers.

●  The team drafted John Randle as an undrafted free agent, and he went on to become a Hall of Famer.

●  The team had often used late-round picks on developmental quarterbacks.

●  The Vikings selected Irv Smith Jr. in the second round in 2019 to boost their tight end position.

●  The team's recent drafts under Rick Spielman and Mike Zimmer have focused on building a solid defense.
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​Offensive Star Players
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●  Randy Moss set a rookie record with 17 touchdown receptions in 1998.

●  Adrian Peterson came within eight yards of breaking Eric Dickerson's single-season rushing record in 2012.

●  Fran Tarkenton, known for his mobility, retired as the NFL's all-time leader in passing yards and touchdowns.

●  Cris Carter is one of the best possession receivers in NFL history, known for his sideline catches.

●  Daunte Culpepper had one of the best seasons ever for a quarterback in 2004 with 4,717 passing yards and 39 touchdowns.

●  Robert Smith, a former track star, is the team's all-time leader in rushing yards per game.

●  Stefon Diggs and Adam Thielen formed one of the most potent wide receiver duos in recent NFL history.

●  Steve Hutchinson, a guard, helped pave the way for some of Adrian Peterson's best seasons.

●  Kyle Rudolph is known for his red zone prowess, consistently being a top target near the goal line.

●  Gary Zimmerman, an offensive tackle, was a key protector for Vikings quarterbacks in the late 1980s.

●  Moe Williams, primarily a backup, had over 1,200 total yards and 11 touchdowns in 2003.

●  Chuck Foreman was a versatile back, recording both 1,000-yard rushing and 50-catch seasons.

●  Ahmad Rashad was a four-time Pro Bowler for the Vikings in the late 1970s.

●  Percy Harvin was known for his versatility, being used as a receiver, runner, and returner.

●  Tommy Kramer threw for over 24,000 yards in his Vikings career.

●  Sammy White was the NFL Offensive Rookie of the Year in 1976 for the Vikings.

●  Bill Brown, a fullback, was a four-time Pro Bowler in the 1960s.

●  Koren Robinson revitalized his career with the Vikings in 2005, making the Pro Bowl as a return specialist.

●  Brett Favre, at age 40, had one of his best seasons with the Vikings in 2009, leading them to the NFC Championship game.

●  Jake Reed had three consecutive 1,000-yard receiving seasons in the 1990s alongside Cris Carter.

●  Randall Cunningham revitalized his career with the Vikings in 1998, throwing 34 touchdowns.

●  Matt Birk, a Minnesota native, anchored the team's offensive line from the center position.

●  Michael Bennett had a breakout year in 2002, rushing for over 1,200 yards.

●  John Gilliam had four consecutive 1,000-yard seasons in the early 1970s.

●  Kirk Cousins has thrown for over 4,000 yards in each of his first three seasons with the Vikings.

●  Jim Kleinsasser, a tight end and fullback, was known for his blocking prowess.

●  Dave Osborn was the team's leading rusher for five straight seasons in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

●  Warren Moon threw for over 4,200 yards in 1994, his first season with the Vikings.

●  Anthony Carter had over 200 receiving yards in a playoff game against the 49ers in 1987.

●  Teddy Bridgewater made the Pro Bowl in his second season and looked like the team's future at quarterback before a devastating injury.

●  Jerick McKinnon was a versatile back, recording over 500 yards both rushing and receiving in 2017.

●  Doug Sutherland, though primarily a defensive player, once caught a touchdown pass on a trick play.

●  Brian O'Neill, drafted in 2018, quickly became one of the team's best offensive linemen.

●  Dalvin Cook broke out in 2019, recording over 1,600 total yards and 13 touchdowns.

●  Gene Washington, a wide receiver, had over 800 receiving yards in each of his first four seasons.

●  Mick Tingelhoff, an undrafted player, started every game at center for the Vikings from 1962 to 1978.

●  Joe Kapp threw for seven touchdowns in a game in 1969, tying an NFL record.

●  Hassan Jones had over 900 receiving yards in both 1988 and 1989.

●  Jeff Christy, a center, made three consecutive Pro Bowls for the Vikings from 1997 to 1999.

●  Phil Loadholt was a mainstay at right tackle from 2009 to 2014.

●  Roger Craig, though best known for his time with the 49ers, had over 1,000 total yards for the Vikings in 1992.

●  Tarvaris Jackson was the team's primary starting quarterback in 2007 and 2008.

●  Todd Steussie, a left tackle, made two Pro Bowls in the late 1990s.

●  Dave Casper, a Hall of Fame tight end, played one season with the Vikings in 1983.

●  Fran Tarkenton was the first quarterback to throw for both 40,000 yards and 300 touchdowns.

●  Randy Moss once said, "I play when I want to play," which became a controversial quote in his career.

●  Adrian Peterson ran for 296 yards in a game in 2007, setting an NFL record.

●  Cris Carter finished his career second only to Jerry Rice in receptions and touchdown catches.

●  Randy Moss and Cris Carter combined for 29 touchdown catches in 1998.

●  Fran Tarkenton led the Vikings to three Super Bowls but unfortunately lost all three.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Defensive Star Players
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.Alan Page was the first defensive player to win the NFL MVP award in 1971.

●  John Randle went undrafted but became one of the most feared defensive tackles in NFL history.

●  Harrison Smith has been a Pro Bowl safety nearly every year since being drafted in 2012.

●  Paul Krause, a Hall of Fame safety, holds the NFL record for career interceptions with 81.

●  Chris Doleman, a Hall of Fame defensive end, recorded 21 sacks in 1989.

●  Joey Browner made six consecutive Pro Bowls as a safety in the 1980s.

●  Scott Studwell is the team's all-time leader in tackles.

●  Keith Millard, a defensive tackle, was the NFL Defensive Player of the Year in 1989.

●  Everson Griffen recorded double-digit sack totals in three of his seasons with the Vikings.

●  Antoine Winfield was known for his tackling prowess as a cornerback.

●  Carl Eller, a Hall of Fame defensive end, was part of the famed "Purple People Eaters" defensive line.

●  Bobby Bryant, a cornerback, had 51 career interceptions.

●  Chad Greenway, a linebacker, recorded over 100 tackles in five different seasons.

●  Jim Marshall played 20 seasons at defensive end and never missed a game.

●  Xavier Rhodes made three Pro Bowls and was an All-Pro in 2017.

●  Jared Allen recorded 22 sacks in 2011, just half a sack shy of the NFL record.

●  Matt Blair was a six-time Pro Bowl linebacker in the 1970s and 1980s.

●  Eric Kendricks has been one of the best coverage linebackers in the NFL since being drafted in 2015.

●  Gary Larsen, a defensive tackle, was part of the "Purple People Eaters" with Page, Eller, and Marshall.

●  Harrison Smith is known for his versatility, playing both safety spots and occasionally lining up as a linebacker.

●  Roy Winston, a linebacker, played 15 seasons for the Vikings and made two Pro Bowls.

●  Pat Williams, a defensive tackle, made three Pro Bowls in his late 30s.

●  Gary Anderson, a placekicker, went perfect during the regular season in 1998 but missed a crucial field goal in the NFC Championship.

●  Trae Waynes, a cornerback, was a key contributor to the team's top-ranked defense in 2017.

●  Robert Griffith, a safety, made the Pro Bowl in 2000 after recording four interceptions.

●  Danielle Hunter recorded 14.5 sacks in both 2018 and 2019.

●  Kevin Williams, a defensive tackle, made six Pro Bowls in the 2000s and 2010s.

●  Jeff Siemon, a middle linebacker, was a key part of the team's defense in the 1970s.

●  Carl Lee, a cornerback, made three Pro Bowls in the late 1980s.

●  Linval Joseph was a key run-stuffing defensive tackle during his time with the team.

●  Fred McNeill, a linebacker, played 12 seasons with the Vikings and recorded over 1,000 tackles.

●  Ed Sharockman, a cornerback, had 40 career interceptions.

●  Sharrif Floyd, a defensive tackle, showed great promise but had his career cut short by injuries.

●  Ronyell Whitaker, primarily a special teams player, once blocked two field goals in a game.

●  E.J. Henderson, a middle linebacker, recorded 139 tackles in 2006.

●  Mike Merriweather, an outside linebacker, made the Pro Bowl in 1988.

●  Tom Hannon, a safety, had 15 career interceptions.

●  Brian Robison played 11 seasons at defensive end, recording 60 career sacks.

●  Ken Irvin, a cornerback, had a career year in 2002 with four interceptions.

●  Dwight Smith, a safety, had a key pick-six in a playoff win over the Giants in 2008.

●  Audray McMillian, a cornerback, had eight interceptions in 1992.

●  Walker Lee Ashley, a linebacker, was known for his pass coverage skills.

●  Lance Johnstone, a defensive end, had 10 sacks in 1999.

●  Tyrell Johnson, a safety, was a regular starter in the late 2000s.

●  Napoleon Harris, a linebacker, had a key fumble return touchdown in a playoff win over the Cowboys in 2009.

●  Grady Jackson, a massive defensive tackle, was a key run-stuffer in the early 2000s.

●  Greg Biekert, a middle linebacker, was a key free-agent signing in 2002.

●  Keith Thibodeaux, a cornerback, had three interceptions in 2000.

●  Ben Leber, an outside linebacker, was a key contributor in the late 2000s and early 2010s.

●  Darren Sharper, a safety, had nine interceptions in 2005.
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​Team Milestones
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●  The Vikings entered the NFL as an expansion team in 1961.

●  They won their first game ever against the Chicago Bears with a score of 37-13.

●  Minnesota reached their first playoffs in 1968.

●  The Vikings won their first division title in 1968 as members of the NFL Central Division.

●  1969 saw the Vikings win their first NFL Championship before the merger with the AFL.

●  In 1970, they became a part of the NFC after the NFL-AFL merger.

●  The team reached their first Super Bowl (Super Bowl IV) in 1970 but lost to the Kansas City Chiefs.

●  The famed "Purple People Eaters" defense became dominant in the late 1960s and throughout the 1970s.

●  They reached the playoffs 12 times between 1968 and 1980.

●  Between 1969 and 1976, they won 10 or more games each season.

●  The Vikings played in four Super Bowls between 1969 and 1976 but didn’t secure a win in any.

●  The team had an impressive run from 1992 to 2000, reaching the playoffs eight times.

●  In 1998, they set an NFL record by scoring 556 points in a single season.

●  The Vikings won their first NFC North title in 2008.

●  In 2009, they came within a game of the Super Bowl with Brett Favre at quarterback.

●  The team opened U.S. Bank Stadium in 2016 with a win over the Green Bay Packers.

●  In 2017, they reached the NFC Championship game, losing to the eventual Super Bowl champions Philadelphia Eagles.

●  The Minneapolis Miracle in 2018 is one of the most iconic plays in NFL history, where Stefon Diggs scored a last-second touchdown to win a playoff game.

●  The Vikings celebrated their 60th season in 2020.

●  Minnesota has had 20 playoff appearances in the 21st century.

●  The Vikings have won 20 division titles in their history.

●  They've secured the NFC's top seed and home-field advantage three times in their history.

●  Minnesota has faced every current NFL team in the playoffs at least once.

●  The Vikings' all-time regular season win-loss record stood at 500-423-11 as of the end of 2021.

●  The team has had over 10 win seasons 30 times in their history.

●  They have finished first in their division more than any other NFC North team.

●  Minnesota won three games in a single postseason for the first time in 1976.

●  The Vikings have had five seasons where they've lost only two games.

●  They've had 11 head coaches in their history.

●  The team has retired six jersey numbers.

●  They've had a winning record against every NFC North team.

●  The Vikings have played over 900 games in their history.

●  They've won more than 50% of their games in six different decades.

●  The team has never lost more than 13 games in a single season.

●  They've made the playoffs in over 50% of their seasons.

●  Minnesota has had 30 playoff wins in their history.

●  The Vikings were the first team to win a playoff game in overtime.

●  They have a winning record in the playoffs against the Los Angeles Rams.

●  The team has faced the Dallas Cowboys in the playoffs more than any other team.

●  They've had a 1000-yard rusher in 30 different seasons.

●  The Vikings have had a quarterback throw for over 3000 yards in 25 different seasons.

●  They've won their opening game of the season 35 times.

●  The Vikings have had a player lead the league in interceptions six times.

●  They've had a player lead the league in sacks three times.

●  Minnesota has had a player lead the league in receiving yards four times.

●  The team has drafted in the top five of the NFL Draft eight times.

●  They've selected a Pro Bowler in the first round of the draft 15 times.

●  The Vikings have had a rookie of the year five times.

●  They've had a player win the MVP award three times.

●  Minnesota has had a coach win the coach of the year award three times.
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​Franchise Records

[image: ]


●  Fran Tarkenton holds the team record for most career passing yards with 33,098.

●  Cris Carter holds the franchise record for career receptions with 1,004.

●  Adrian Peterson holds the team's single-season rushing record with 2,097 yards in 2012.

●  Randy Moss has the most receiving touchdowns in a season with 17 in 1998 and 2003.

●  Paul Krause holds the team record for career interceptions with 53.

●  Alan Page holds the Vikings' record for most career sacks with 108.

●  The team's largest margin of victory was 56 points against the Atlanta Falcons in 1973.

●  The most points the Vikings have scored in a game is 54 against the Cleveland Browns in 1969.

●  The most points allowed by the Vikings in a game is 56 against the Philadelphia Eagles in 1980.

●  The Vikings' longest winning streak is 12 games in 1969.

●  The longest losing streak for the team is six games, occurring multiple times.

●  The Vikings' highest-scoring season was in 1998 with 556 points.

●  The lowest points allowed by the team in a 14-game season were 133 in 1969.

●  Fran Tarkenton holds the record for most passing touchdowns in a season with 25 in 1975.

●  Adrian Peterson has the most rushing touchdowns in a season with 18 in 2009.

●  Chuck Foreman holds the record for most receptions by a running back in a season with 73 in 1975.

●  Chris Doleman holds the record for most sacks in a season with 21 in 1989.

●  Gary Anderson holds the record for most points by a kicker in a season with 164 in 1998.

●  Percy Harvin holds the team record for most all-purpose yards in a season with 2,081 in 2011.

●  The team's best record in a season is 15-
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