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  NORTHWESTERN NEW MEXICO


  1. Split Lip Flats


  

  Land type: High desert


  GPS: N36° 12' 43" / W107° 58' 15"


  Elevation: 6,347 feet


  Best time of year: Mar–Nov


  Land manager: New Mexico Department of Transportation


  Material: Agate, petrified wood, carnelian, jasper, limb casts


  Tools: Geological hammer, small shovel, spray bottle


  Vehicle: From Thoreau, any vehicle would be okay during dry weather, but from Blanco Trading Post, a 4-wheel drive with high clearance is preferred.


  Precautions and restrictions: This is a remote area. Carry enough water and fuel, and be sure your vehicle is in good working order. The roads can get quite muddy during wet periods. There is lots of private land in the area, so be sure not to trespass. It can be snaky during the warm months.


  Special attractions: The Chaco Culture National Historical Park offers a look at the culture at the center of pueblo life between AD 850 and 1250, in addition to camping, hiking, and a museum.


  Finding the site: This area is located east of the Bisti Badlands. From exit 53 off I-40 in Thoreau, take NM 371 north for 60.6 miles. Turn right (east) on gravel CR 7650. A sign at the beginning of the road indicates that this is the way to Nageezi Chapter House. After 7.6 miles CR 7870 intersects from the south. Stay on CR 7650 and cross a cattle guard in another 0.1 mile. Continue to mile 10.9, which brings you well into the collecting area. You can find material for at least another 5.4 miles.


  From Blanco Trading Post, the route to the area is rather confusing. It is easy to get lost, so pay close attention to our directions. From the junction of US 550 and NM 57, drive southwest on NM 57, which is a gravel road for 10.5 miles. Turn


  Split Lip Flats
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  right (west) onto CR 7650 and cross a cattle guard. This will bring you to the start of the collecting area, which goes on for at least 5.4 miles.




  ROCKHOUNDING


  A lot of material can be found in this area. Much of the land here is private, but enough can be picked up in the right-of-way to make this trip very worthwhile. The carnelian and jasper pieces are quite small but great for tumbling. The petrified wood is well agatized and nice cutting material. The agates range from banded to moss to clear and white. The limb casts are well formed and mostly of neutral color.


  [image: Picking up agates at Split Lip Flats]


  Picking up agates at Split Lip Flats


  2. Farmington Agate


  

  Land type: High desert


  GPS: N36° 46' 42" / W108° 13' 49" (Site A)


  Elevation: 5,345 feet


  Best time of year: All year except when it snows


  Land manager: Bureau of Land Management


  Material: Agate, petrified wood, carnelian, jasper, limb casts


  Tools: Geological hammer, small shovel, spray bottle


  Vehicle: 2-wheel drive to inside the gate. 4-wheel-drive high-clearance vehicle if you want to continue farther.


  [image: One road into the Farmington site]

  
  One road into the Farmington site


  Finding the site: Site A: Travel west on Route 64 from Farmington to Route 170. Turn right (north) and travel 301 miles, where you’ll find a gate on the left. Pass through the gate and park. You can continue on with a


  



  ROCKHOUNDING


  

  

  3. Cuba Petrified Wood
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  4. Cuba Minerals


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: It snowed the night before.]
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  5. Gallina Alabaster


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: An agate from this location]
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  6. Coyote


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: A Coyote agate]
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  7. Pedernal Peak
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  8. Abiquiu Dam
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  [image: The parking area at Abiquiu]


  

  9. Jemez Springs


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Searching the rocks for fossils]
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  10. Soda Dam


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: A really interesting formation]
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  11. Jemez Canyon
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  12. Jemez Plateau Alabaster
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  13. Jemez Plateau Obsidian and Moonstone
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  [image: A piece of snowflake obsidian. This is what most pieces look like here.]


  

  

  

  [image: A rare piece of fine snowflake obsidian]


  

  14. US 84 Road Cut (Mile 5.9)
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  15. La Madera Calcite
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  16. La Madera Zeolites


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  [image: La Madera crystal cluster]
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  17. La Madera Pegmatite
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  18. Highway 519 Agate


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Typical agate found at this site]
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  19. Petaca Pegmatite Mines
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  20. Tres Piedras
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  [image: The view at Tres Piedras]


  

  

  21. Crownpoint
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  [image: Crownpoint fossils]


  

  

  22. Thoreau
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  23. Grants Ridge


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  [image: Grants Ridge Apache tears]
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  24. El Malpais National Monument


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  [image: A beautiful view at El Malpais]
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  25. Rio Puerco Zeolites and Calcite Crystals


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  [image: The view at Rio Puerco]
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  26. Rio Puerco Agate and Jasper
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  27. Albuquerque, 98th Street


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Typical agate from this area]
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  28. Los Lunas


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: A parking area at Los Lunas]
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  [image: A nice piece of jasper/agate from Los Lunas]
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  APPENDIX A: GLOSSARY


  agate: A form of chalcedony containing bands or mossy inclusions; often very colorful, but sometimes with either one color or very muted colors.


  aggregate: A mixture of different kinds of rocks or crystals.


  alabaster: A fine-grained variety of gypsum used widely for carving.


  amethyst: A gemstone of the quartz family, ranging in color from pale lilac to deep purple.


  ammonite: A cephalopod fossil curled like a ram’s horn.


  Apache tears: A kind of nodular obsidian (volcanic black glass). When polished, it is opaque to nearly translucent. The color ranges from red to brown to black.


  aquamarine: A form of beryl next in desirability to emerald; colors range from pale to deep blue or blue green.


  aragonite: A form of calcite that often forms in layers or bands and is sometimes mistaken for onyx.


  azurite: A blue copper carbonate often associated with malachite.


  baculite: A cephalopod fossil of the same family as ammonite, but straight rather than curled.


  barite: Barium sulfate occurring in blue, green, brown, and red colors.


  beryl: Beryllium aluminum sulphate that is colorless in its pure form; varieties include emerald, green; aquamarine, blue; morganite, pink; and heliodor, brown to golden yellow.


  biotite: A member of the mica group usually in black, brown black, or green black.


  book: Term for a common occurrence of mica in leaves that resemble the pages of a book.


  brachiopod: A marine animal with two nearly symmetrical shells, but with one slightly larger than the other.


  cabbing: The act of creating a cabochon.


  cabochon (cab): A common shape for a gem, usually with an elliptical perimeter and a domed top.


  calcite: Calcium carbonate that occurs in clear as well as white, brown, red, yellow, and blue crystals.


  candy rock: See picture rock.


  cephalopod: Free-swimming marine animal; ammonites and baculites are typical of cephalopods.


  chalcedony: A cryptocrystalline form of quartz in which the crystal structure is not visible to the naked eye; forms include agate, jasper, carnelian, sard, onyx, chrysoprase, sardonyx, rose, and flint.


  cleavelandite: A form of albite in the plagioclase feldspar group.


  concretion: A cemented accumulation of mineral material; may contain pyrite, silica, calcite, or gypsum.


  country rock: The common rock surrounding a vein or other deposit of gemstones or minerals.


  crinoid: One of hundreds of round stem-like echinoderms; usually only parts are found as fossils.


  crystal: A solid mineral having a regular geometric shape with flat faces or surfaces.


  dendrite: A mineral inclusion in a rock that resembles the branching of a fern.


  dike: A wall of igneous rock surrounded by country rock.


  epidote: Green crystal sometimes used as a gemstone but more commonly collected for display.


  feldspar: The most abundant mineral in the Earth’s crust; classified as orthoclase and plagioclase; among the most desired varieties are moonstone, sunstone, microcline, and labradorite.


  float: Gemstones or minerals that have been transported from their place of origin by water, erosion, or gravity.


  fluorite: A common mineral that occurs in colors of white, brown, purple, green, yellow, violet, and blue; sometimes faceted, but too soft to stand up to day-to-day wear as jewelry.


  fluorspar: A less pure and more granular form of fluorite.


  fortification agate: Agate with acutely banded corners that form a closed figure resembling a fort.


  fossils: Remains of plants, insects, or animals preserved in casts or molds.


  gad: A chisel or pointed iron or steel bar used for loosening ore or rock.


  gangue: Country rock, or other rock of no value, surrounding minerals or gemstones.


  garnet: A group of different-colored but chemically similar minerals; group includes pyrope, red with brown; almandine, red with violet; spessartite, orange to red brown; grossular, yellow to copper brown; demantoid, emerald green; and uvarovite, emerald green.


  gem: A gemstone that has been prepared for use in jewelry.


  gemstone: Any precious or semiprecious stone that can be cut and/or polished and used in jewelry.


  geode: A hollow nodule or concretion, usually filled with crystal formations.


  gypsum: A hydrous calcium sulphate that occurs in white, colorless, gray, brown, red, and yellow; colorless variety is called selenite, and dense form is called alabaster.


  igneous: Rock formed by solidification or crystallization of magma; one of the three primary classifications of rock.


  jasper: Opaque form of chalcedony, often with mossy inclusions or intertwining of various colors.


  lapidary: The art of forming and shaping gemstones; one who forms or shapes gemstones.


  lepidolite: Pink to lilac-colored silicate mineral of the mica group.


  limonite: A term applied generally to a brownish iron hydroxide; often occurs as a pseudomorph after iron minerals such as pyrite.


  malachite: A green copper ore that occurs both in crystal and massive forms; massive forms are often banded, and many contain beautiful bull’s-eyes.


  massive form: The form of a mineral in which the crystals are either very small or without any discernible definition.


  matrix: Material in which a mineral crystal or fossil is embedded.


  metamorphic: Preexisting rock changed by the action of pressure, chemical action, or heat; one of the three primary classifications of rock.


  mica: A group of sheet silicate minerals, major members of which are muscovite, biotite, phlogopite, lepidolite, and chlorite.


  micromount: A tiny mineral specimen intended for viewing under a microscope.


  muscovite: One of the mica group; usually colorless to pale yellow, green, pink, or brown.


  onyx: A black- and white-banded chalcedony; colored varieties sold in gift shops are either dyed onyx or a form of calcite or aragonite.


  opal: A silicon oxide closely related to chalcedony, but softer and containing water. Common opal is often dull and not suitable for jewelry, but some have a waxy texture and will cut and polish into nice cabochons; often replaces wood fibers in fossil wood and makes finely detailed samples. Precious opal is the type associated with fine jewelry and shows beautiful flashes of multicolored fire; often mistakenly called fire opal, but true fire opal is red and does not have the flashes of fire.


  pegmatite: Coarse-grained igneous rock often the host for gemstones and minerals; usually found as smaller masses in large igneous formations.


  pelecypods: Bivalved mollusks with shells that meet evenly at the hinge; not symmetrical as in the brachiopods; oysters, clams, and mussels are typical pelecypods.


  petrification: The process by which silica or other minerals replace the cell structure of organic material.


  picture rock: A swirly patterned rhyolite used for jewelry and decorative pieces. Also called candy rock.


  porphyry: Rock containing crystals in a fine-grained mass.


  pseudomorph: A crystal with the geometric appearance of one mineral, but which has been chemically replaced with another mineral.


  pyrite: Iron sulfide or disulfide with a brassy yellow color; commonly called “fool’s gold.”


  quartz (cryptocrystalline): Group that includes amethyst, aventurine, citrine, rose quartz, smoky quartz, and tiger eye.


  quartz (macrocrystalline): Group that includes chalcedony, agate, jasper, onyx, chrysoprase, and sard.


  rhodochrosite: A manganese carbonate gemstone in colors from rose red to white with striping; sometimes forms as stalactites in caves.


  rhodonite: A deep-red to pink gemstone usually with black manganese oxide inclusions that often appear as spider webbing.


  sedimentary: Rock formed by deposition, compaction, and cementation; one of the three primary classifications of rock.


  silicified: A mineral or organic compound that has been replaced by silica.


  tailings: Waste material from mining or milling.


  zeolite: Any of various hydrous silicates that are analogous in composition to the feldspars and occur as secondary minerals in cavities of lavas.


  

  

  APPENDIX B: LAND MANAGERS AND GOVERNMENT OFFICES


  COUNTY CLERKS


  Bernalillo County Clerk


  1 Civic Plaza NW, 6th Floor


  Albuquerque, NM 87102


  (505) 468-1290


  clerk@bernco.gov


  Catron County Clerk


  PO Box 507


  Reserve, NM 87830


  (505) 533-6400


  cclerk2@gilanet.com


  Chavez County Clerk


  #1 St. Mary’s Place, Suite 110


  Roswell, NM 88203


  (505) 624-6614


  coclerk@co.chaves.nm.us


  Colfax County Clerk


  County Courthouse


  230 N. 3rd St.


  PO Box 159


  Raton, NM 87740


  (505) 445-5551


  Curry County Clerk’s Office


  700 N. Main St., Suite 7


  PO Box 1168


  Clovis, NM 88101


  (505) 763-5591


  mtrujillo@currycounty.org


  Eddy County Clerk


  Eddy County Administration Complex


  101 W. Greene St.


  Carlsbad, NM 88220-6219


  (505) 885-3383


  Grant County Clerk Directory


  Grant County Administration Building


  1400 Highway 180 East


  Silver City, NM 88061


  (505) 574-0000


  Harding County Clerk


  35 Pine St.


  PO Box 1002


  Mosquero, NM 87733


  (505) 673-2301


  hardingcc@plateautel.net


  Hildalgo County Clerk


  300 Shakespeare St.


  Lordsburg, NM 88045


  (575) 542-9213


  alyssa.esquivel@hidalgocounty.org


  Lea County Clerk


  PO Box 1507


  Lovington, NM 88260


  (505) 396-8614


  mhughes@leacounty.net


  Lincoln County Clerk


  PO Box 338


  Carrizozo, NM 88301-0338


  (505) 648-2394, ext. 131, or (800) 687-2705


  tammiemaddox@lincolncountynm.net


  Los Alamos County Clerk


  Los Alamos County Municipal Building


  2300 Trinity Dr., Room 100


  (505) 662-8010


  clerks@mail.lacnm.us


  Luna County Clerk’s Office


  321 West Spruce


  PO Drawer 511


  Deming, NM 88031


  (505) 546-0491


  McKinley County Administration


  207 W. Hill Ave.


  Gallup, NM 87301


  (505) 722-3868


  Quay County Government


  300 S. 3rd St.—Courthouse


  PO Box 1246


  Tucumcari, NM 88401


  (505) 461-2112


  Rio Arriba County Clerk


  Espanola Office


  Rio Arriba County Complex


  1122 Industrial Park Rd.


  Espanola, NM 87532


  (505) 753-1780


  Rio Arriba County Clerk


  Tierra Amarilla Office


  Tierra Amarilla Court House


  PO Box 158


  Tierra Amarilla, NM 87575


  (505) 588-7724


  Roosevelt County Clerk


  County Courthouse, Room 106


  Portales, NM 88130


  (505) 356-8562


  San Juan County Offices


  100 S. Oliver Dr.


  Aztec, NM 87410


  (505) 334-9481


  San Miguel County Administrative Aid


  500 W. National Ave., Suite 100


  Las Vegas, NM 87701


  (505) 425-9333


  Sierra County Clerk


  300 Date St.


  Truth or Consequences, NM 87901-2362


  (505) 894-2840


  jsanchez@riolink.com


  Taos County Clerk


  105 Albright St., Suite D


  Taos, NM 87571


  (505) 737-6380


  Torrance County Clerk’s Office


  PO Box 767


  Estancia, NM 87016


  (505) 246-4735


  Valencia County Clerk


  444 Luna Ave.


  PO Box 969


  Los Lunas, NM 87031


  (505) 866-2073


  clk@co.valencia.nm.us


  BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM) OFFICES


  State Office


  Bureau of Land Management


  1474 Rodeo Rd.


  Santa Fe, NM 87505


  (505) 438-7400


  Mailing address:


  PO Box 27115


  Santa Fe, NM 87502-0115


  District Offices


  Albuquerque District Office


  435 Montano Rd. NE


  Albuquerque, NM 87107


  (505) 761-8700


  Farmington District Office


  1235 La Plata Hwy., Suite A


  Farmington, NM 87401-8731


  (505) 599-8900


  Las Cruces District Office


  1800 Marquess St.


  Las Cruces, NM 88005-3371


  (505) 525-4300


  Pecos District Office


  2909 West 2nd St.


  Roswell, NM 88201-2019


  (505) 627-0272


  Field Offices and Stations


  Carlsbad Field Office


  620 E. Greene St.


  Carlsbad, NM 88220-6292


  (505) 887-6544


  Cuba Field Station


  County Road 11, Suite C


  PO Box 670


  Cuba, NM 87013


  (505) 289-3748


  Farmington Field Office


  1235 La Plata Hwy., Suite A


  Farmington, NM 87401-8731


  (505) 599-8900


  Grants Field Station


  PO Box 846


  Grants, NM 87020


  (505) 287-7911


  Hobbs Field Station


  414 West Taylor


  Hobbs, NM 88240-1157


  (505) 393-3612


  Rio Puerco Field Office


  435 Montano Rd. NE


  Albuquerque, NM 87107-4935


  (505) 761-8700


  Roswell Field Office


  2909 W. 2nd St.


  Roswell, NM 88201-2019


  (505) 627-0272


  Socorro Field Office


  901 S. Highway 85


  Socorro, NM 87801-4168


  (505) 835-0412


  Taos Field Office


  226 Cruz Alta Rd.


  Taos, NM 87571-5983


  (505) 758-8851


  USDA Forest Service Offices


  National Office


  USDA Forest Service


  1400 Independence Ave. SW


  Washington, DC 20250-0003


  (202) 205-8333


  Southwestern Regional Office


  USDA Forest Service


  333 Broadway SE


  Albuquerque, NM 87102


  (505) 842-3292


  Carson National Forest


  Carson National Forest Main Office


  208 Cruz Alta Rd.


  Taos, NM 87571


  (505) 758-6200


  Camino Real Ranger District


  PO Box 68


  Penasco, NM 87553


  (505) 587-2255


  Canjilon Ranger District


  PO Box 469


  Canjilon, NM 87515


  (505) 684-2489


  El Rito Ranger District


  PO Box 56


  El Rito, NM 87530


  (505) 581-4554


  Jicarilla Ranger District


  664 East Broadway


  Bloomfield, NM 87413


  (505) 632-2956


  Questa Ranger District


  PO Box 110


  Questa, NM 87556


  (505) 586-0520


  Tres Piedras Ranger District


  PO Box 38


  Tres Piedras, NM 87577


  (505) 758-8678


  Cibola National Forest


  Cibola National Forest Main Office


  2113 Osuna Rd. NE, Suite A


  Albuquerque, NM 87113


  (505) 346-3900


  Kiowa and Rita Blanca National Grassland


  714 Main St.


  Clayton, NM 88415


  (505) 374-9652


  Magdalena Ranger District


  PO Box 45


  Magdalena, NM 87825-0001


  (505) 854-2281


  Mount Taylor Ranger District


  1800 Lobo Canyon Rd.


  Grants, NM 87020


  (505) 287-8833


  Mountainair Ranger District


  1800 Lobo Canyon Rd.


  Grants, NM 87020


  (505) 287-8833


  Sandia Ranger District


  11776 Highway 337


  Tijeras, NM 87059-8619


  (505) 281-3304


  Gila National Forest


  Gila National Forest Main Office


  3005 East Camino del Bosque


  Silver City, NM 88061


  (505) 388-8201


  Black Range Ranger District


  1804 N. Date St.


  Truth or Consequences, NM 87901


  (505) 894-6677


  Glenwood Ranger District


  PO Box 8


  Glenwood, NM 88039


  (505) 539-2481


  Quemado Ranger District


  PO Box 159


  Quemado, NM 87829


  (505) 773-4678


  Reserve Ranger District


  PO Box 170


  Reserve, NM 87830


  (505) 533-6232


  Silver City Ranger District


  3005 East Camino del Bosque


  Silver City, NM 88061


  (505) 388-8201


  Wilderness Ranger District


  HC 68, Box 50


  Mimbres, NM 88049


  (505) 536-2250


  Lincoln National Forest


  Lincoln National Forest Main Office


  1101 New York Ave.


  Alamogordo, NM 88310


  (505) 434-7200


  Guadalupe Ranger District


  Federal Building, Room 159


  Carlsbad, NM 88220


  (505) 885-4181


  Sacramento Ranger District


  PO Box 288


  Cloudcroft, NM 88317


  (505) 682-2551


  Smokey Bear Ranger District


  901 Mechem Dr.


  Ruidoso, NM 88345


  (505) 257-4095


  Santa Fe National Forest


  Santa Fe National Forest Main Office


  1474 Rodeo Rd.


  Santa Fe, NM 87505


  (505) 438-7840


  Coyote Ranger District


  HC 78, Box 1


  Coyote, NM 87012


  (505) 638-5526


  Cuba Ranger District


  PO Box 130


  Cuba, NM 87013


  (505) 289-3264


  Espanola Ranger District


  1710 N. Riverside Dr.


  PO Box 3307


  Espanola, NM 87532


  (505) 753-7331


  Jemez Ranger District


  PO Box 150


  Jemez Springs, NM 87025


  (505) 829-3535


  Las Vegas Ranger Station


  1926 N. 7th St.


  Las Vegas, NM 87701


  (505) 425-3534


  Los Alamos Satellite Office


  475 20th St.


  Los Alamos, NM 87544


  (505) 667-5120


  Pecos/Las Vegas Ranger District


  PO Drawer 429


  Pecos, NM 87552


  (505) 757-6121


  Walatowa Visitor Center


  7413 Highway 4


  Pueblo of Jemez, NM 87024


  (505) 834-7235


  OTHER USEFUL CONTACTS


  Capulin Volcano National Monument


  PO Box 40


  Capulin, NM 88414


  (505) 278-2201


  www.nps.gov/cavo/contacts.htm


  Carlsbad Caverns National Park


  3225 National Parks Hwy.


  Carlsbad, NM 88220


  (505) 785-2232 (visitor information)


  (505) 785-3012 (bat flight information)


  www.nps.gov/cave/contacts.htm


  Clayton Lake State Park


  141 Clayton Lake Rd.


  Clayton, NM 88415


  (505) 374-8808


  www.emnrd.state.nm.us/prd/clayton.htm


  New Mexico State Forestry Division


  1220 S. St. Francis Dr.


  PO Box 1948


  Santa Fe, NM 87504-1948


  (505) 476-3325


  New Mexico State Land Office


  310 Old Santa Fe Trail


  Santa Fe, NM 87501


  (505) 827-5760


  Mailing address:


  PO Box 1148


  Santa Fe, NM 87504-1148



  

  APPENDIX C: SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS


  A. R. Mitchell Museum of Western Art


  150 E. Main St.


  Trinidad, CO 81082


  (719) 846-4224


  http://historictrinidad.com/tour/mitch.html


  Bandelier National Monument


  15 Entrance Rd.


  Los Alamos, NM 87544


  (505) 672-3861, ext. 517


  www.nps.gov/band


  Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center


  PO Box 1246


  Socorro, NM 87801


  (505) 835-1828


  www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/newmex/bosque


  Bottomless Lakes State Park


  HC 12, Box 120


  Roswell, NM 88201


  (505) 624-6058


  www.emnrd.state.nm.us/prd/bottomless.htm


  Box Car Museum


  Main Street


  Magdalena, NM 87119


  (505) 854-2261


  Branigan Cultural Center


  501 N. Main St.


  Las Cruces, NM 88001


  (505) 541-2155


  www.las-cruces.org/1528/Branigan-Cultural-Center


  Caballo Lake State Park


  PO Box 32


  Caballo, NM 87931


  (505) 743-3942


  www.emnrd.state.nm.us/prd/caballo.htm


  Catwalk National Recreation Trail


  PO Box 8


  Glenwood, NM 88039


  (505) 539-2481


  https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/gila/recarea/?recid=2029


  Chaco Culture National


  Historical Park


  PO Box 220


  Nageezi, NM 87037


  (505) 786-7014


  https://www.nps.gov/chcu/index.htm


  Chiricahua National Monument


  12856 E. Rhyolite Creek Rd.


  Willcox, AZ 85643


  (520) 824-3560


  www.nps.gov/chir/contacts.htm


  Cimarron Canyon State Park


  PO Box 185


  Eagle Nest, NM 87718


  (575) 377-6271


  http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/SPD/cimarroncanyonstatepark.html


  Coyote Creek State Park


  PO Box 477


  Guadalupita, NM 87722


  (505) 387-2328


  www.emnrd.state.nm.us/prd/coyotecreek.htm


  E. I. Couse Historic Site


  146 E. Kit Carson Rd.


  Taos, NM 87571


  (505) 751-0369


  www.collectorsguide.com/ts/tsfa13.shtml


  El Camino Real International Heritage Center


  County Road 1598


  PO Box 175


  Socorro, NM 87801


  (505) 854-3600


  www.caminorealheritage.org


  Fort Sumner Chamber of Commerce


  707 N. 4th St.


  PO Box 28


  Fort Sumner, NM 88119


  (505) 355-7705


  http://www.fortsumnerchamber.net/


  Old Fort Sumner Museum


  (505) 355-2942


  Fort Sumner State Monument


  (505) 355-2573


  Fort Union National Monument


  PO Box 127


  Watrous, NM 87753


  (505) 425-8025


  www.nps.gov/foun/contacts.htm


  Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument


  HC 68, Box 100


  Silver City, NM 88061


  (575) 536-9461


  www.nps.gov/gicl/


  Gila Hot Springs Pools and Campground


  Highway 11, Box 80


  Silver City, NM 88061


  (575) 536-9314 (days)


  (575) 536-9551 (evenings)


  Guadalupe Mountains National Park


  400 Pine Canyon Rd.


  Salt Flat, TX 79847-9400


  (915) 828-3251 (headquarters visitor center)


  (505) 981-2418 (Dog Canyon Ranger Station)


  Institute of American Indian Arts


  83 Avan Nu Po Rd.


  Santa Fe, NM 87508-1300


  (505) 424-2300


  www.iaia.edu


  International UFO Museum & Research Center


  114 N. Main St.


  Roswell, NM 88203


  (800) 822-3545


  www.roswellufomuseum.com


  Jemez Springs Municipality


  PO Box 269


  Jemez Springs, NM 87025


  (505) 829-3540


  vclerk@jemezsprings.org


  Las Cruces Museum of Natural History


  700 S. Telshor Blvd.


  Las Cruces, NM 88011


  (505) 522-3120


  https://www.las-cruces.org/1608/Museum-of-Nature-Science


  Living Desert State Park


  1500 Mills Dr.


  Carlsbad, NM 88220-3057


  (505) 887-5516


  Maxwell Museum of Anthropology


  MSC01 1050


  1 University of New Mexico


  Albuquerque, NM 87131-0001


  (505) 277-4405


  www.unm.edu/~maxwell


  Millicent Rogers Museum


  1504 Museum Rd.


  Taos, NM 87571


  (505) 758-2462


  www.millicentrogers.org


  Mineral Museum of the New Mexico Bureau of Mines and Mineral Resources New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology


  801 Leroy Place


  Socorro, NM 87801


  (505) 835-5420


  www.geoinfo.nmt.edu


  The Museum of Archeological and Material Culture


  22 Calvary Rd.


  Cedar Crest, NM 87008


  (505) 281-2005


  www.museumarch.org


  Museum of International Folk Art


  706 Camino Lejo


  PO Box 2087


  Santa Fe, NM 87504-2087


  (505) 476-1200


  www.moifa.org


  National Radio Astronomy Observatory


  Array Operations Center


  1003 Lopezville Rd.


  PO Box O


  Socorro, NM 87801-0387


  (505) 835-7000


  New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science


  1801 Mountain Rd. NW


  Albuquerque, NM 87104


  (505) 841-2800


  www.nmnaturalhistory.org


  Ojo Caliente Mineral Springs Resort


  50 Los Banos Rd.


  PO Box 68


  Ojo Caliente, NM 87549


  (505) 583-2233


  http://ojocalientesprings.com


  Rio Grande Gorge Visitor Center


  2873 N. Highway 68


  Pilar, NM 87571


  (505) 751-4899


  Rough Rider Memorial Collection


  City of Las Vegas Museum


  727 Grand Ave.


  Las Vegas, NM 87701


  (505) 454-1401, ext. 283


  museum@desertgate.com


  Royal Scepter Museum and Rock Shop


  1805 Little Walnut Creek Rd.


  Silver City, NM 88061


  (877) 626-9001


  Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument


  Corner of Ripley and Broadway


  PO Box 517


  Mountainair, NM 87036-0517


  (505) 847-2585


  www.nps.gov/sapu


  City of Santa Rosa


  141 S. 5th St.


  Santa Rosa, NM 88435


  (505) 472-3404


  www.santarosanm.org


  Shakespeare Ghost Town


  PO Box 253


  Lordsburg, NM 88045


  (505) 542-9034


  www.shakespeareghostown.com


  Storrie Lake State Park


  HC33, Box 109#2


  Las Vegas, NM 87701


  (505) 425-7278


  www.emnrd.state.nm.us/prd/storrielake.htm


  Tinkertown Museum


  121 Sandia Crest Dr.


  PO Box 303


  Sandia Park, NM 87047


  (505) 281-5233


  www.tinkertown.com


  Trinidad History Museum


  300 E. Main St.


  Trinidad, CO 81082


  (719) 846-7217


  www.coloradohistory.org/hist_sites/trinidad/trinidad.htm



  

  APPENDIX D: NEW MEXICO GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETIES


  Though gem and mineral clubs come and go, here is a list of a few that were active when we wrote this book.


  Albuquerque Gem & Mineral Club


  PO Box 13718


  Albuquerque, NM 87192-3718


  (505) 345-0520 or (505) 889-9357


  Chaparral Rockhounds


  PO Box 815


  Roswell, NM 88202


  (505) 622-3144


  Clovis Gem & Mineral Society


  1587 Highway 60/84


  Clovis, NM 88101


  (806) 799-2224


  Deming Gem and Mineral Society


  PO Box 1459


  Deming, NM 88031


  http://www.thedgmsclub.com/


  (505) 267-4399, (505) 546-4338, or (505) 544-0838


  Grant County Rolling Stones Gem & Mineral Society


  PO Box 1555


  Silver City, NM 88062-1555


  (505) 388-9312 or (505) 534-9064


  Lea Lap Rock & Mineral Club


  PO Box 1065


  Hobbs, NM 88241


  (505) 392-2222


  Los Alamos Geological Society


  PO Box 762


  Los Alamos, NM 87544-0762


  The New Mexico Faceters Guild


  6800 Luella Anne NE


  Albuquerque, NM 87109


  http://www.attawaygems.com/NMFG/


  Rio Rancho Rockhounds


  309 San Juan de Rio


  Rio Rancho, NM 87124


  Roadrunner Gem & Mineral Club


  PO Box 1023


  Carlsbad, NM 88220


  (505) 885-1901 or (505) 887-0133


  San Juan County Gem & Mineral Society


  PO Box 1482


  Farmington, NM 87499-1482


  (505) 326-3567


  Sierra Rock Club


  206 Fur St.


  Truth or Consequences, NM 87901



  

  APPENDIX E: ADDITIONAL SITES


  In this appendix we list a number of sites that we have not yet visited or have not visited recently. The directions are crude and the information sketchy, but if you are in the area and looking for an adventure, why not try finding them? Some of these additional sites might also be under claim or otherwise in private hands. Always ask permission before rockhounding on private land.


  Wind Mountain Minerals: This is a very remote location in the Cornudas Mountains, just north of the Texas state line. From US 54 south, turn left (east) onto NM 506 and continue for 25 miles. Copper ores and other crystals can be found here.


  Zuni Canyon Fluorite: Take I-40 to exit 81 at Grants. Head south and cross the highway. You will soon see a sign to NM 49. Drive about 10 miles to FR 447 and turn left. Proceed 2.6 miles and turn right onto a dirt track. After 0.1 mile the track curves around to the right and another track enters from the left. Continue right for 2.8 miles, where you will see another track to the right. Take this new track and continue to the mine. The last time we were there, FR 447 was impassible. The directions are just approximate, but if you find the mine, you can pick up some beautiful fluorite.


  Bear Springs Agate, Jasper, and Obsidian: This area is quite remote but supplies the rock hound with nice Apache tears, common opal, and agate. The region lies roughly between Cochiti Pueblo and Ponderosa. From Jemez Springs, drive south on NM 4 to NM 290 and turn left (west). Drive through Ponderosa and past Bear Springs, and start looking.


  Jones Iron Mines: This remote area is a good source for magnetite and tabular crystals of hematite, and some micromounts of sphene, apatite, and actinolite are also found here. From US 380 near Bingham, take the Salinas National Monument–Gran Quivera Road north for about 8.5 miles. Turn east onto a small dirt road and continue another 6 miles to the mine dumps.


  Nogal Mining Area: This old gold-mining area is located east of Carrizozo. Rock hounds may find gold, silver, lead, galena, and various species of pyrite. From Carrizozo, follow US 380 east to NM 37, then turn south and drive 4 miles to Nogal. The mining area can be found by turning west on rough roads from the village.


  Smokey Bear Quartz: This area has been closed because of abuse by rock hounds—apparently, a few collected here for commercial purposes. The Forest Service was not able to control the mining and decided to just close the area. This was a fantastic place to collect beautiful smokey quartz crystals and clusters. It’s too bad that the actions of few resulted in the punishment of all, but it was a necessary step taken by the service. We include it in the event the location is reopened. Contact the Smokey Bear Ranger District of the Lincoln National Forest (see appendix B) for the current status.


  Hansonburg Mining District: This is a “pay to collect” area. These mines are famous for fine specimens of blue fluorite, large galena cubes, blue linarite, and a variety of other minerals. The area is located a little south of Bingham off US 380. Contact the Blanchard Rock Shop, US 380, Bingham, NM 87815 (505-423-3235), for fee permits and directions to the mine.


  Paramount Canyon Minerals: Located in the northwest corner of Sierra County, this area has produced nice specimens (mostly micromounts) of bixbyite, ilmenite, and beryl, among others. From the junction of NM 52 and NM 59, follow NM 59 about 20 miles west. The collecting area is to the south.


  Iron Mountain Mine: Iron Mountain is located about 10 miles north of Winston. From Winston, take NM 52 north for about 10 miles. Right before the junction of NM 59, tracks heading toward the mountains will be seen on the right (east) side of the road. Park here and hike about 2 miles to the old mine. Thinking the road to this location was open, we traveled to the junction of NM 52 and NM 59. The road off to the east was not there, even though it is shown on some maps. What we did find was tracks heading in the appropriate direction that were not drivable. We did not have the time to walk the short distance, but if you have the energy, this mine is probably worth the hike. Rock hounds can find copper and iron ores at this old mine.
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