
  
    [image: Christmas in New York]
  



  	
	    
	      Also by Kayla Lowe

	    

      
	    
          
	      A Very Merry State of Love

          
        
          
	          Christmas in Tennessee

          
        
          
	          Christmas in the Carolinas

          
        
          
	          Christmas in New York

          
        
          
	          Christmas in Florida

          
        
          
	          Christmas in Kentucky

          
        
          
	          Christmas in Virginia

          
        
          
	          Christmas in Maine

          
        
          
	          Christmas in Connecticut

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Charms of the Chaste Court

          
        
          
	          A Courtship in Covent Garden

          
        
          
	          Whispers in Westminster

          
        
          
	          Romance in Regent's Park

          
        
          
	          Serenade on Strand Street

          
        
          
	          Treasure in Tower Bridge

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Christian Faith & Love

          
        
          
	          Love, Hope & Unexpected Blessings

          
        
          
	          Love, Faith & New Beginnings

          
        
          
	          Love, Grace & Second Chances

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Christmas Blessings

          
        
          
	          Christmas Miracle for Two

          
        
          
	          A Christmas Promise of Love

          
        
          
	          A Christmas of Renewed Faith

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Christmas in the Smokies

          
        
          
	          A Smoky Mountain Christmas Refuge

          
        
          
	          A Smoky Mountain Christmas Inn

          
        
          
	          A Smoky Mountain Christmas Painting

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Crossroads of Mercy

          
        
          
	          Sundays at Sal's Diner

          
        
          
	          Dancing in the Rain

          
        
          
	          The Prodigal's Return

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Heroes of Glory

          
        
          
	          Ashes and Honor

          
        
          
	          Echoes of Mercy

          
        
          
	          Thin Red Line

          
        
          
	          Shadows of Valor

          
        
          
	          Loyal Justice

          
        
          
	          Burden of Proof

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Only God Can Save Her

          
        
          
	          But I Love Him

          
        
          
	          Shattered Silence

          
        
          
	          Behind Closed Doors

          
        
          
	          The Empty Chair

          
        
          
	          Whispers in the Dark

          
        
          
	          The Isolated Heart

          
        
          
	          What the Mirror Hides

          
        
          
	          When the Storm Breaks

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Shadows of Harbor Point

          
        
          
	          Whispers in the Fog

          
        
          
	          The Midnight Caller

          
        
          
	          Storm of Secrets

          
        
          
	          Echoes of Deceit

          
        
          
	          Beneath the Waves

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Tainted Love Saga

          
        
          
	          Of Love and Deception: A Women's Fiction Story

          
        
          
	          Of Love and Family: A Women's Fiction Story

          
        
          
	          Of Love and Violence: A Women's Fiction Story

          
        
          
	          Of Love and Abuse: A Women's Fiction Story

          
        
          
	          Of Love and Crime: A Women's Fiction Story

          
        
          
	          Of Love and Addiction: A Women's Fiction Story

          
        
          
	          Of Love and Redemption

          
        
          
	          The Tainted Love Saga

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Sweet Seasons Collection

          
        
          
	          Pumpkin Spice Lane

          
        
          
	          Candy Cane Lane

          
        
          
	          Butterfly Lane

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Women of the Bible Fiction

          
        
          
	          Ruth: A Modern Tale of Love and Loyalty

          
        
          
	          Esther: A Modern Tale of Love and Integrity

          
        
          
	          Rachel: A Modern Tale of Love and Sisterhood

          
        
          
	          Hannah: A Modern Tale of Love and Faith

          
        
          
	          Deborah: A Modern Tale of Love and Leadership

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Maiden's Blush: A Christian Christmas Romance

          
        
          
	          Phantom Poetry: Romantic Poetry and Prose

          
        
          
	          Lost and Found: Christian Poetry for Teens and Adults

          
        
          
	          Sun-Kissed Secrets

          
        
          
	          Beachside Lessons

          
        
          
	          The Beekeeper's Secret

          
        
          
	          Special Angel: Based on a True Story

          
        
          
	          Letters to Grandma

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at Kayla Lowe’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


  
    
      Christmas in New York

    

    
      
        KAYLA LOWE

      

    

  


  
    
      Copyright © 2024 by Kayla Lowe

      All rights reserved.

      No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the author, except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Contents

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Chapter 1

      

      
        Chapter 2

      

      
        Chapter 3

      

      
        Chapter 4

      

      
        Chapter 5

      

      
        Chapter 6

      

      
        Chapter 7

      

      
        Chapter 8

      

      
        Chapter 9

      

      
        Chapter 10

      

      
        Chapter 11

      

      
        Chapter 12

      

      
        Maiden’s Blush - Exclusive Freebie

      

    

    
      
        About the Author

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Chapter One

          

        

      

    

    
      The taxi cab weaved through the crowded city streets, its bright yellow exterior a stark contrast to the towering skyscrapers and bustling sidewalks. Inside, Mia Hart clutched her purse tightly, her wide blue eyes taking in the unfamiliar sights whizzing by outside the window.

      "Almost there, miss," the cab driver said, glancing at her in the rearview mirror. "The big city can be overwhelming at first, but you'll get used to it."

      Mia smiled weakly. "Thanks. I sure hope so." Her stomach fluttered with nervous excitement as she thought about the new chapter in her life that was about to begin.

      As the taxi pulled up to the curb, Mia took a deep breath and stepped out onto the busy sidewalk. She craned her neck to look up at the shimmering glass and steel buildings that seemed to stretch endlessly into the sky above. People rushed by in a blur, their conversations and footsteps blending into the symphony of city noises assaulting her ears.

      Mia's hand instinctively went to the small gold cross necklace she always wore, a gift from her mother. It's going to be okay, she told herself. This is my fresh start, my chance to make my dreams come true. Lord, please guide me.

      Still, a pang of homesickness washed over her as she thought about the quiet, tree-lined streets of her hometown. Life there moved at a slower pace, and everyone knew their neighbors. By comparison, New York felt massive, impersonal, the looming buildings cold and sterile.

      No, I can do this, Mia squared her shoulders. With renewed determination, she collected her bags, said a little prayer, and marched off in search of her new apartment building.

      Mia managed to navigate the labyrinth of streets and find her new apartment building without getting too turned around. The old brick structure had a quaint charm, even if the lobby was dingy and the elevator creaked ominously as it carried her up to the fifth floor.

      Her studio apartment was small but tidy, with a tiny kitchenette and a window looking out over the alleyway below. Mia set down her bags with a sigh, already feeling exhaustion from the day's travels weighing on her. But there was still so much to do to get settled in.

      She tackled unpacking with the same determined spirit that had brought her to the big city in the first place. As she hung up her clothes in the closet and arranged her few pieces of furniture, Mia felt a growing sense of accomplishment. Slowly but surely, the little apartment started to feel more like home.

      Evening found her perched on the windowsill, hands wrapped around a steaming mug of tea as she watched the city lights twinkle to life outside. In the distance, she could just make out the iconic silhouette of the Empire State Building against the purple dusk sky.

      "I'm really here," Mia whispered to herself, hardly daring to believe it. "I made it to New York City."

      The road ahead wouldn't be easy, she knew. Starting her new job, making friends, finding a church—it was both thrilling and terrifying all at once. But Mia knew that God had a plan for her, and that He would be with her every step of this new adventure.

      "Thank you, Lord," she prayed softly, "for this amazing opportunity. Please give me strength and courage for whatever tomorrow brings."

      With that, she finished her tea, said her prayers, and crawled into bed for a restless night before the first day at her new job. As she drifted off to sleep, Mia's dreams were full of spreadsheets and skyscrapers.
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      Mia walked into the sleek, modern office, her heart pounding with anticipation. The receptionist greeted her with a polite smile. "Good morning! You must be Mia Hart. Welcome to O'Brian Marketing."

      "Yes, that's me," Mia replied, trying to steady her voice. "I'm so excited to be here."

      The receptionist handed her a visitor's badge. "Mr. O’Brian is expecting you. His office is just down the hall, last door on the right."

      "Thank you." Mia clipped the badge to her blazer and made her way down the corridor, her heels clicking against the polished floor. She paused outside Mr. O’Brian's door, taking a moment to smooth her hair and straighten her skirt. Lord, please give me strength and wisdom, she silently prayed.

      With a deep breath, she knocked on the door. "Come in," a deep, commanding voice called from within.

      Mia stepped into the office, her eyes immediately drawn to the man behind the large mahogany desk. She’d seen his picture on the company website, but Colin O'Brian was even more striking in person, with chiseled features and piercing green eyes that seemed to see right through her.

      "Mia, welcome to the team," Colin greeted, rising to shake her hand. His grip was firm, his smile charming yet guarded. "I've heard great things about you."

      "Thank you, Mr. O'Brian. I'm honored to be here," Mia replied, hoping her nerves didn't show.

      "Please, call me Colin. We're a tight-knit group here," he said, gesturing for her to take a seat. "I expect the best from my team, but I also believe in fostering a supportive environment."

      As Colin began outlining her role and responsibilities, Mia couldn't help but feel a mix of awe and intimidation. The projects he described were high-stakes and fast-paced, far more complex than anything she'd encountered in her small-town marketing internships.

      Can I really keep up? Mia wondered, doubt creeping in. She'd always been driven and hardworking, but this was a whole new level. The thought of letting Colin and the team down made her stomach churn.

      Colin must have sensed her unease. "I know it's a lot to take in," he said, his tone softening slightly. "But I have faith in you, Mia. You wouldn't be here if I didn't believe in your potential."

      His words were both reassuring and daunting. Mia knew she had the skills and passion, but the pressure to prove herself weighed heavily. She silently vowed to pour her heart into this job, to show everyone that a small-town girl could make it in the big city.

      As the meeting concluded, Colin introduced Mia to her new colleagues—a diverse, energetic group that buzzed with creative energy. They welcomed her warmly, but Mia couldn't shake the feeling of being an outsider, a naive newcomer in a sea of seasoned professionals.

      The rest of the day passed in a whirlwind of meetings, project briefings, and attempts to navigate the complex office dynamics. By the time evening fell, Mia's head was spinning, her confidence wavering.

      Gathering her belongings, she slipped out of the office, desperate for a moment of peace. The city streets were still bustling, but Mia barely noticed, lost in her own thoughts. Questions swirled in her mind—about her abilities, her place in this new world, and whether she'd made the right choice in coming here.

      Mia knew the road ahead would be challenging, but she clung to her faith and the belief that God had a plan for her. With a whispered prayer for guidance and strength, she set off into the city night where she wandered down the bustling city street, her mind still reeling from the day's events. The crisp autumn air swirled around her, carrying the scent of freshly brewed coffee and warm pastries. A cozy café caught her eye, its inviting glow drawing her in like a beacon of comfort.

      She stepped inside, the tinkling bell above the door announcing her arrival. The café was small but charming, with exposed brick walls and an eclectic mix of vintage furniture. Soft acoustic music played in the background, mingling with the gentle murmur of conversations.

      Mia ordered a steaming mug of hot chocolate and settled into a worn leather armchair by the window. As she cradled the warm drink in her hands, she gazed out at the city skyline, the twinkling lights of the skyscrapers contrasting against the inky night sky.

      Her thoughts drifted to her dreams, the aspirations that had brought her to this vibrant
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