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To Della and Dzifa Adom,

This book is lovingly dedicated to you both, whose lives have become a living testimony that God is truly with His people in every trouble. Your unwavering commitment to inspire hope in the hearts of those walking through life's darkest valleys has left an indelible mark on the Body of Christ.

You have chosen, time and again, to stand in the gap for the brokenhearted, to speak life over despair, and to remind the wounded that they are never abandoned. Your dedication to this sacred assignment of encouragement is a reflection of the very heart of God, who Himself promises never to leave nor forsake His own.

May the seeds of hope you have sown continue to yield a harvest that outlives you both, and may this work stand as a small tribute to the great work you continue to do in the lives of those in trouble.

With deep honor and gratitude.
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Every book carries a story behind the story, and this one is no exception. "I Will Be With You in Trouble" did not begin as a manuscript. It began in hospital corridors, in courtroom hallways, in kitchens where a marriage was quietly unraveling, and in the small, unglamorous rooms of pastoral ministry where people bring their hardest questions long before they bring their best praise.

As a pastor, I have learned that most believers do not need to be convinced that trouble exists. They need to be convinced that God is present inside of it. That conviction, once it settles into a person's spirit, changes the way they walk through everything that follows, the diagnosis, the delay, the betrayal, the financial pressure that will not lift on schedule.

This book grew out of Psalm 91:15, a single verse that I have returned to again and again across years of ministry, both in my own seasons of testing and alongside members of my congregation who were living out its truth in real time. I have tried, chapter by chapter, to let that verse teach me its own structure rather than imposing one upon it, and what emerged is what I have called the fivefold covenant progression that closes this book.

You will meet several people in these pages, Kwame, Efua, Marcus, Kojo, and Sister Comfort. Their names have been changed, but their situations have not been invented. They represent the ordinary, unremarkable trouble that most of us will face at some point, and the not-so-ordinary presence of God that meets us inside of it.

My prayer is simple. I pray that you would not merely read this book but sit with it, Bible open, heart honest, and that by the time you reach its final page, the promise of Psalm 91:15 would no longer feel like a verse you have memorized, but a covenant you have tested and found faithful.
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Every believer will, at some point, walk through a season that Scripture simply calls trouble. It may come as sickness, financial pressure, betrayal, loss, delay, or an assault of the enemy against the mind and the home. Trouble does not send an announcement before it arrives, and it rarely waits for a convenient season. What determines the outcome of that season is not the absence of trouble but the presence of God within it.


"He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him." Psalm 91:15


Psalm 91:15 stands as one of the most comforting covenant promises in all of Scripture. It was not written for a theoretical believer untouched by hardship. It was written for the man and woman who will call upon the Lord in the day of trouble and discover, in real time, that God answers, that God stays, that God delivers, and that God restores honor where shame once stood.

I have had the privilege of walking alongside members of my own congregation through hospital rooms, courtrooms, and kitchen table conversations where a marriage or a business hung in the balance. In every one of those rooms, the question was never really whether the trouble was severe enough to matter to God. The question was always whether the person in the trouble truly believed God was in the room with them. This book exists because I have watched that belief, once it took root, change everything about how a person walks through their hardest season, even before the hardship itself resolved.

This book was written to walk with you through that promise, verse by verse and principle by principle, so that when trouble finds you, and it will, you are not left to wonder whether God is near. You will know it, because His Word has already told you so. You will also meet, throughout these pages, men and women much like your own neighbors and church members, people I have called Kwame, Efua, Marcus, Kojo, and Sister Comfort, whose stories are shared to show that this promise is not theory. It is tested and proven in ordinary lives.

As you move through each chapter, resist the temptation to read quickly past the Scriptures listed and quoted. Open your Bible alongside this book. Sit with each reference. Let the Word do what only the Word can do, which is to build an unshakeable confidence in the character of God long before the next storm arrives.
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KEY SCRIPTURES
Job 14:1  |  John 16:33  |  Psalm 34:19  |  Isaiah 43:1-2  |  1 Peter 4:12-13  |  2 Corinthians 4:8-9  |  James 1:2-4  |  Romans 5:3-5
	KEY INSIGHT

Trouble is not evidence that your faith has failed. Trouble is the arena in which your faith is proven, and in which the presence of God becomes undeniable.



Trouble is not a sign that something has gone wrong with your faith. Trouble is a feature of life in a fallen world, and Scripture is honest about this in a way that much of contemporary Christian culture is not. Long before the New Testament was written, Job already understood this about the human condition.


"Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble." Job 14:1


Job did not write this as a complaint against God. He wrote it as a plain observation about life outside of Eden, and Scripture never corrects him for saying it. Centuries later, Jesus said something remarkably similar to His own disciples on the night before His crucifixion.


"These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world." John 16:33


Notice what Jesus does not say. He does not say tribulation is a possibility for the unusually unlucky believer. He says it plainly, as a settled fact of life in this world, and then immediately hands His disciples a reason for courage that has nothing to do with the absence of trouble and everything to do with His victory over it. Neither statement was meant to discourage faith. Both were meant to prepare it.

Two Gospels, Only One of Them True

There is a difference between a gospel that promises the absence of adversity and a gospel that promises the presence of God within adversity. The first gospel collapses the moment hardship arrives, because it was never true to begin with. The second gospel is the one the Bible actually teaches from Genesis to Revelation. Peter said it directly to a scattered, suffering church.


"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy." 1 Peter 4:12-13


Trouble, in other words, is not strange. It is expected, and Peter goes further than mere expectation. He tells the suffering church to rejoice, because their fiery trial connects them to the very sufferings of Christ, and positions them for a joy that will be fully revealed when His glory appears. What is remarkable is not that trouble comes, but what God does inside of it.

I have sat across the table from church members who came to faith believing that a right relationship with God would function like an insurance policy against hardship. When the diagnosis came, or the marriage ended, or the business failed, the crisis was not only the loss itself. It was the theological confusion that followed it. If God loves me, why did this happen? That question, asked honestly, deserves an honest answer, and Scripture supplies one. God never promised a map with no rough terrain. He promised His own presence on every mile of it.

A Modern Illustration: Marcus at the Repair Shop

Consider a man I will call Marcus, who ran a small auto repair shop for eleven years before the building he leased was sold and his rent tripled overnight. He had tithed faithfully, prayed over every vehicle that came through his bay doors, and led a small Bible study for his employees on Friday mornings. When the notice arrived, his first response was not gratitude. It was the same question so many of us ask in the day of trouble: Lord, did I do something wrong? Marcus did not lose his shop because his faith was deficient. He lost his lease because landlords sell buildings in a fallen world where economics, not personal righteousness, often determines outcomes. What Marcus discovered over the following months, as he searched for a new location and leaned harder on prayer than he ever had before, was not the removal of the pressure but the unmistakable nearness of God inside of it. He did not always sleep well. He was, in Paul's words, troubled on every side. But he was not forsaken, and by the time a smaller shop became available eighteen months later, Marcus had a testimony
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