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Jack Frost’s Ode

 

Each goody-goody fairy pest

Says ‘Never cheat’ and ‘Try your best’.

Their words should end up in the bin.

To be the best you have to win!

 

I’ll steal and cheat to find a way

Of winning every game I play,

And when the world is at my feet

They’ll see it’s always best to cheat!
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“WOW!”


Rachel Walker whooped as a snowboarder sped down the biggest slope in the snowboard park.


“Do you think we’ll ever be able to do that?” said her best friend, Kirsty Tate.


“I hope so,” said Rachel, crossing her fingers. “It looks like lots of fun.”


It was Rachel and Kirsty’s third day in Dewbelle Resort in the Mistfall Mountains. Together with a group of children from various schools, they had been taking part in the Gold Medal Games since last summer. The snowboarding competition was the last event of the season.


“Don’t worry,” said their snowboarding instructor, Kim. “We were all beginners once. The best thing you can do is relax and have fun.”


The board park was next to the main ski slope, and it was filled with snowboarders doing the best kicks, flicks and tricks the girls had ever seen. They were sliding on slopes, half pipes and even picnic tables.
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“Awesome!” exclaimed Valentina, who had won the skiing gold medal the day before.


She was gazing at a snowboarder who had just done a full somersault in mid-air. He was dressed in ice blue, and his white helmet had an ice-blue lightning bolt on its side. His board was also white and blue, and it was decorated with pink and yellow flowers.


“That’s Lightning Jack,” said Joe, a boy from Kirsty’s school. “He’s amazing. I’ve been watching him.”
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Rachel and Kirsty exchanged a worried glance. They knew that Lightning Jack was Jack Frost in disguise. After stealing the magical belongings of the Gold Medal Games Fairies, he had tried to win every Gold Medal competition by cheating. The snowboarding round was his last chance.


“It’s horrible seeing Jack Frost with Jayda’s snowboard,” Kirsty whispered to Rachel.


The girls had helped three of their friends the Gold Medal Games Fairies to get their special objects back. Jayda the Snowboarding Fairy was the only one still waiting.


“Hopefully we can stop him and get Jayda’s board back in time,” said Rachel. “But first, we’ve got a few things to learn about snowboarding.”


“Gather round, everyone,” said Kim. “I’m going to start by teaching you a few snowboarding basics. First, you’ll attach yourself to your snowboard by putting your feet into the bindings. Then you’ll learn how to stand and slide. This afternoon, you’ll get to try a few jumps. Then tomorrow, you will all compete in a big air for the final gold medal.”


“What’s a big air?” Rachel asked.


“It’s what we call a jumping competition,” Kim explained. “You’ll launch off a slope, do a simple trick in the air and then land. It’s looks super cool.”


As she spoke, Jack Frost flew into the air, twirled around and landed cleanly on a nearby slope.


“Just like that,” said Kim, laughing. “Hey, come back!”


She beckoned to three boys who had edged away while she was talking. They were standing at the top of a slope. Under their helmets and goggles, the girls couldn’t tell who they were.


“You’re not ready for that,” Kim called.


WHOOOSH! The boys threw themselves down the slope in a tangle of boards, boots and big feet. They landed in a heap, yelling and groaning.


“Ha!” shouted Jack Frost, pointing at them and laughing. “I’m the best and you’re all rubbish. I’ll win the gold medal. Me! Lightning Jack of the Frost Academy!”
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He looked around at the others in the board park with a sneer. The three boys limped back to join the group. They passed Rachel and Kirsty, grumbling to each other.


“It was all your stupid fault,” one of them squawked.


Kirsty gasped.


“That was a goblin voice,” she whispered.


“Lightning Jack is wrong,” Kim was saying. “Snowboarding isn’t about beating everyone else and laughing at them. It’s about being the best you can be and having fun.”


She hopped on her board and stood at the top of a half pipe. She dropped into a run and launched into a jump that seemed to last for ever. Many of the snowboarders in the park stopped and cheered as she landed and raised her hands above her head.


“She’s amazing!” whooped Lenny, who was from the same school as Valentina. “Look how much everyone loves her!”


The girls saw Jack Frost scowl.
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“I think he heard that,” said Rachel in a low voice.


“He looks jealous,” said Kirsty. “I hope he doesn’t do something naughty.”
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Jack Frost turned his back on the gold medal group and headed towards the other side of the park.


“Maybe he isn’t going to do anything,” said Kirsty hopefully.


“He doesn’t need to,” said Rachel with a sigh. “Have you noticed how many things are going wrong?”


Kirsty looked around. Lenny’s boots had just come undone for the third time. Three of the students had loose bindings, and one girl’s board had a bent edge.


“As long as Jack Frost has Jayda’s board, things will go wrong for the gold medal snowboarders,” said Rachel.


“OK, everyone,” said Kim, when she had sorted out the loose boots and bindings. “The first thing is to figure out if you’re regular or goofy.”


Everyone looked confused, and Kim let out a small laugh.
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“We’re not goofy!” exclaimed the shortest goblin in an offended voice.


“It’s just a way of describing which is your leading foot,” said Kim. “If you start with your left foot forward, we say you’re a regular snowboarder. If you prefer to start with your right foot forward, we say you’re a goofy snowboarder.”


Everyone giggled as they worked out what they were.


“Next, heel slides and toe slides,” said Kim. “Remember, it’s all about balance and confidence. You can do it!”


They practised hard, and although little things kept going wrong, no one gave up. It was so much fun sliding on the snow. Soon, they were all doing what Kim called a ‘falling leaf’ – sliding from one side of the slope to the other, first on the heel side and then on the toe side of their boards.



“This is not as easy as it looks,” said Kirsty, panting and wobbling.


“I don’t feel much like a falling leaf,” said Lenny as he landed on his bottom. “More like a sinking stone.”
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“This is boring,” the shortest goblin complained. “We want to learn how to jump.”


“If you don’t learn the basics, you could have a serious injury,” said Kim.


They went back to the top of the slope to practise the falling leaf again. But Rachel lost her balance and her snowboard slipped. Suddenly she was plunging straight down the slope, speeding towards a picnic table.


“Rachel!” cried Kirsty. “Look out!”


Rachel’s knees wobbled and she fell, but kept sliding. With a gasp, she crossed her arms in front of her face … and gently bumped against one of the table legs.


“What happened?” she murmured, lowering her arms.


“Snowboarding magic,” said a calm voice.


Rachel looked up and saw Jayda the Snowboarding Fairy. She was sitting on little ridge of ice that had formed under the table top.
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“Hi, Jayda,” said Rachel with a smile. “It’s really great to see you.”


Jayda was wearing blue trousers, a multi-coloured jacket and a blue helmet with her wand tucked into it. Her curly brown hair fell around her shoulders as she leaned forwards to smile at Rachel.


“Hey, Rachel,” she said. “How are you doing?”


“Fine, because of you,” said Rachel. “Thank you for slowing me down.”


“No problem,” said Jayda, waving her hand. “Are you having fun?”
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“It’s amazing,” said Rachel. “If only Jack Frost wasn’t trying to spoil things.”


“It’s very uncool of him,” said Jayda. “But it’ll be fine.”


“How can you be so sure?” Rachel asked.


“Because you and Kirsty are on my side,” said Jayda.


She fluttered down and slipped into Rachel’s jacket pocket. Smiling, Rachel unclicked from her board and crawled out from under the table. Kirsty slid to her side.


“Are you OK?” she asked.


“Better than OK,” whispered Rachel, smiling. “Jayda’s here.”


The girls found a quiet corner of the board park and knelt down to talk to the little fairy.


“How are things in Fairyland?” Kirsty asked.


“Pretty cool,” said Jayda. “Soraya and I have organised a Snow Fun Day for the fairies. The palace is surrounded by snow.”


“What a great idea,” said Rachel.


“But I can’t join in without my snowboard,” said Jayda with a longing sigh. “And without it, no one will enjoy the final of the gold medal games.”


“We’ll do everything we can to help,” said Kirsty.


“I’m here with a message from the queen,” Jayda said. “She has invited you both to visit her. Will you come?”


“Of course we will,” said Rachel.


Jayda reached for her wand, but before
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