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    Hello to all my readers, new and old!
 
I wanted to say thank you so much for reading this book of mine. It is a labour of love for me to work on my craft!
 
As a show of gratitude for you enabling me to live my dream, please visit my substack page. I often give out free audiobooks and e-books for my fans over there. And the best part is, there is ZERO cost. It will always be 100% free to follow me and my stories over there.
 
If you'd like to claim your FREE audiobook, head to https://msnaughtee.substack.com/
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Chapter 1: The Mystery Admirer
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Jasmine perched on the edge of her bed, the familiar scent of roses and lilies filling her small apartment. A half-finished bouquet lay in front of her, its vibrant reds and pinks a tribute to the Valentine’s spirit she both loved and dreaded. Her fingers trembled slightly as she tied a satin ribbon around the stems, the finishing touch that made her heart race every year.

She set the bouquet down gently and stared at the small white card tucked into its centre. The words she’d written earlier—To someone who brightens every room, Happy Valentine’s Day—felt warm and heartfelt but incomplete. It wasn’t just any Valentine; it was for Clara. Her Clara.

Well, not her Clara. Not yet, anyway.

For the past five years, Jasmine—Jaz to her friends—had been Clara’s secret admirer, leaving her carefully crafted bouquets on Clara’s doorstep every Valentine’s morning. Clara always gushed about them during their coffee dates, wondering aloud who could be so thoughtful. Each time, Jaz had smiled and nodded along, her heart both swelling and aching. She had dreamed of confessing for years, but every time she thought about it, fear paralyzed her. What if Clara didn’t feel the same? What if it ruined their friendship?

This year felt different, though. Jaz didn’t know why—maybe it was the way Clara had laughed and held her hand for a moment too long after their last movie night, or maybe it was the way her own feelings had grown too big to contain. Whatever the reason, this year’s bouquet felt like a tipping point. She grabbed a pen and hovered it over the card, debating whether to sign her name. Her heart hammered in her chest.

A knock at the door startled her. Jaz jumped, the pen dropping from her hand. She quickly shoved the bouquet behind her as she stood up and opened the door. There stood Clara, her auburn hair pulled back in a loose ponytail, her cheeks flushed from the chilly February air.

“Hey, Jaz!” Clara said, stepping inside without waiting for an invitation. She carried a to-go coffee cup in one hand and a familiar grin on her face. “I brought your favourite. Thought you could use a pick-me-up.”

Jaz’s stomach flipped. “Oh, thanks,” she said, taking the cup. She inhaled the comforting aroma of caramel and espresso, grateful for something to distract her. “What brings you by?”

Clara plopped onto Jaz’s couch, her eyes sparkling with excitement. “Nothing specific, just thought I’d swing by and see what you were up to. You’re not busy, are you?”

“No, not at all,” Jaz said quickly, glancing over her shoulder at the bouquet hidden behind her. She perched on the arm of the couch, trying to act casual. “Just the usual Valentine’s prep for the shop. It’s chaos this time of year.”

Clara nodded sympathetically. “Bet it’s wild. You deserve a break after all that. Maybe we could grab dinner tomorrow? Celebrate surviving the day of love?”

Jaz blinked, caught off guard. “Dinner?”

“Yeah, you and me,” Clara said casually. “We’ll get all dressed up and go somewhere nice. You’ve been working so hard; you deserve it.”

Jaz’s cheeks flushed. “That sounds... nice.”

Clara smiled warmly. “It’s a date, then. And who knows? Maybe we’ll really like each other?” she teased with a wink. It was beyond evident that the two friends did, in fact, like each other. It just hadn’t been obvious to Jasmine. At least, not yet.

As Clara chatted about her plans for Valentine’s Day, Jaz’s mind raced. Tomorrow morning, she’d place the bouquet on Clara’s doorstep, just like always. But this time, she’d do something she’d never dared before. She’d sign her name. After all, this was her opportunity. She was sure of it.

After Clara left a short while later, Jaz sat back down beside the bouquet. Her fingers hovered over the card again, her mind racing. For five years, she’d been too scared to take the leap. Too scared to admit her feelings to her friend. But maybe Clara was right. Maybe this could be her big romantic story, too.

She picked up the pen and, with a deep breath, signed her name at the bottom of the card. She struggled to calm her nerves, staring at the card for several
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