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1 HIGHLINE TRAIL—GREEN RIVER LAKES TO SUMMIT LAKE

The northern segment of the Highline Trail—from Green River Lakes to Summit Lake—is one of the most popular trails in the range, for ample reasons. This memorable trail travels through the spectrum of western Wind River landscapes, from broad, rich meadows, open forests, and soaring canyon walls to spreading alpine meadows and ice-encrusted crags. And the trail boasts a smooth tread, a pleasant change from the Wind Rivers’ typically rocky, rough trails. Numerous trails that intersect this route offer a variety of possible loop trips.


Start: Southwest corner of Green River Lakes Trailhead parking lot

Elevation gain: 2,800 feet

Distance: 16.3 miles one way

Difficulty: Moderate due to length and elevation gain during last 5 miles of hike

Hiking time: 2 to 3 days

Season: Mid-July through early Sept

Fees and permits: None

Trail contact: Pinedale Ranger District, (307) 367-4326

Dog-friendly: Dogs allowed off-leash

Trail surface: Smooth dirt

Land status: Bridger-Teton National Forest, Bridger Wilderness

Nearest town: Pinedale

Other trail users: Horses and other pack stock

Trail traffic: Heavy

Nat Geo TOPO! Map (USGS): Green River Lakes, Squaretop Mountain, Gannett Peak

Other maps: Earthwalk: Northern Wind River Range; Beartooth Publishing: Wind River Range North

Best day hike destinations: A short walk along the Highline Trail above lower Green River Lake offers outstanding vistas into the upper reaches of the Green River’s 4,000-foot-deep canyon, dominated by the towering granite stump of Squaretop Mountain. A longer and more rewarding trip loops around the lower lake via the Highline and the Lakeside Trail (see hike 4: Porcupine Trail—Green River Lakes to New Fork Trail), a day hike of 5.7 miles.




THE HIKE

The first 11.5 miles of the trail, winding along the banks of the beautiful, jade-tinted waters of the Green River to Three Forks Park, gain only 350 feet of elevation. From there to Summit Lake, however, the trail is more rigorous, gaining more than 2,000 feet in 4.8 miles. Fine camping areas are abundant along much of the trail, and water sources are frequent. Be sure to draw your drinking water from tributaries, not from the silt-laden waters of the Green River.

At the southwest corner of the hikers’ parking lot, a trail sign on an old cabin points south into a minor forested draw, where the trail forks. The signed Highline Trail branches left here, descending the draw beneath an open canopy of lodgepole pine. The stock trail descends from the northwest and joins the foot trail after 250 yards, and together hikers and equestrians continue gently downhill to the outlet of lower Green River Lake, where you’ll find an information sign and trail register.

A lakeshore path forks right here, but bear left (north) and cross the sturdy bridge spanning the Green River. Just north of the crossing lies the Osborn Cabin, and the faint trail leading past it is a seldom-used segment of the Highline, leading into the Roaring Fork drainage to the north.
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Our trail curves east through level grasslands, then begins a long, undulating traverse above the lake’s eastern shore. From these open, grassy slopes clothed in sagebrush and a scattering of aspens, narrowleaf cottonwoods, and limber pines, travelers are rewarded with grand views that stretch across the lake’s green waters and up the canyon to the cliff-edged monolith of Squaretop Mountain, a Green River landmark that remains in view for the following 9 miles.

An alpine ridge composed of limestone juts skyward to the east. That ridge, White Rock farther up the canyon, and a handful of neighboring peaks to the northwest and northeast are remnants of the veneer of sedimentary rocks that covered the region prior to the uplift of the Wind Rivers 65 million years ago.

Approaching the southern end of the lake, the signed trail to Clear Creek and Slide Lake branches left (see hikes 2: Green River Lakes to Clear Creek Natural Bridge and 3: Green River Lakes to Slide Lake), 2.2 miles from the trailhead. The Highline Trail then descends briefly into the willow thickets bordering the lakeshore and soon reaches the pole footbridge spanning wide and swift Clear Creek.

Beyond the crossing the trail skirts a brushy meadow and soon funnels between an open forest of lodgepole pine and the meandering waters of the Green River. About 2.8 miles from the trailhead, you reach the eastern abutment of a sturdy bridge across the river. A westbound cutoff trail leads 0.3 mile from the bridge, across the meadow dividing the Green River Lakes, to join the Porcupine Trail in the lodgepole forest beyond.

The Highline Trail curves eastward beyond the bridge while gently climbing a pine-covered rise before descending to the meadow-fringed north shore of the upper lake. From here there are fine views across the lake to massive Squaretop Mountain and its satellite spire, the Bottle. The trail follows the lake’s northeast shore, briefly climbing 100 feet above it midway around the lake, just beneath the overhanging dolomite and limestone cliffs of White Rock.

Descending back to the meadows fringing the lake, the trail alternates between Engel-mann spruce forest and meadow openings rich with wildflowers that include shrub cinquefoil, lupine, blue flax, Everts thistle, blue harebell, groundsel, buckwheat, northern sweetvetch, larkspur, northern goldenrod, yellow Indian paintbrush, mountain bog gentian, and Richardson’s geranium.

A variety of waterfowl may be seen on the lake feeding on aquatic vegetation and insects. Also watch for one of the world’s most adept anglers—the osprey—diving into the lake to catch its unsuspecting prey. Although lake trout inhabit the waters of the upper lake, the glacial silt suspended in the river upstream is inhospitable to fish.

Near the upper end of the lake, several icy springs cascade across the trail, issuing from the porous limestone of White Rock, its ledges and cliff bands soaring 3,000 feet above and east of the trail.
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From the upper lake one of the most scenic segments of the trail follows. The trail winds among open, mostly lodgepole forest beyond the long grassy meadow above the lake as it follows the bends and curves of the swift, deep waters of the Green. The broken and fluted granite walls of Squaretop Mountain, looming ever closer, allow travelers to gauge their progress up the canyon.

With the tree-fringed dome of Granite Peak and the east wall of Squaretop looming overhead, the trail soon reaches a pole footbridge over Elbow Creek about 8.8 miles in. Almost immediately thereafter it crosses the swift waters of Pixley Creek, also via a pole bridge.

Beyond the crossings the trail enters lovely Beaver Park, a popular place for an overnight stay with its parklike lodgepole forest, small meadows, the meandering river, and an abundance of fine camping areas. Soaring cliffs and pinnacles jut skyward east of the park, hiding from view some of the loftiest peaks in the range.

Open forest and meadows continue as you proceed south through Beaver Park, soon reaching the sturdy bridge spanning the tumultuous waters of the Green, at 8,075 feet, 9.7 miles from the trailhead.

The trail ahead is sometimes rocky as it wanders through open stands of lodgepole pine and shady groves of Engelmann spruce. A bridge affords a dry crossing of Marten Creek at 10.1 miles, and beyond is a broad boulder field that forces the trail next to the brawling Green River.

Tourist Creek, both seen and heard tumbling down the aspen-and conifer-clad east wall of the canyon, marks the approach to Three Forks Park, where the main stem of the upper Green River and its tributaries Wells and Trail Creeks all converge.

The trail skirts the western margins of the tallgrass meadows of the park. Here the Green meanders silently among scattered forest and meadow, and soaring, square-edged cliffs tower far above. There are a few fair campsites here, but the meadows remain mosquito-infested until late summer.

Beyond Three Forks Park bid farewell to the Green River and begin the first major ascent thus far, climbing into the Trail Creek drainage. A series of gently graded switch-backs ascends southwest from the park through nearly viewless spruce and lodgepole forest, gaining 850 feet of elevation in 1.4 miles. Huckleberry and grouse whortleberry form a continuous green carpet in the understory of this shady forest.

Midway up this ascent the forest breaks at an overlook high above tumbling Trail Creek. Here a grand view unfolds, reaching east into the trail-less defile of Wells Creek and southeast into the upper canyon of the Green River to the lofty spires of Sulphur Peak.

Beyond the switchbacks the trail traverses into a narrow canyon and crosses Trail Creek. There may be logs in place offering a dry crossing. It is also possible to boulder-hop the creek in low water. Otherwise you must wade the calf-deep, 15-foot-wide stream over slippery cobbles.

A gentle ascent through whitebark pine forest commences beyond the ford, leading 0.4 mile to a signed junction in the wildflower-speckled meadows of Trail Creek Park, at 9,300 feet. The right-branching New Fork Trail ascends westward into the rugged chasm of Clark Creek and passes the Lozier Lakes chain en route to the New Fork Lakes Trailhead (see hike 5: New Fork Trail—New Fork Lakes to Trail Creek Park). Part of that trail can be used to loop back to Green River Lakes via Porcupine Pass (see hike 4: Porcupine Trail—Green River Lakes to New Fork Trail).

There are a few good campsites in Trail Creek Park among spruce and whitebark pine forest. The small meadows of the park are wildflower-rich, hosting the blooms of groundsel, dandelion, Indian paintbrush, one-flower daisy, dwarf goldenrod, and hairy arnica. Water is available from Trail Creek, a few yards west of the junction.
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From that junction the Highline climbs moderately for 0.8 mile through subalpine forest to the southeast-bound trail to Vista Pass. That unmaintained trail leads 3 miles to Peak Lake, lying among magnificent 12,000-and 13,000-foot crags in the headwaters cirque of the Green River. From Peak Lake another trail runs 1.75 miles, via Shannon Pass, to rejoin the Highline in the Elbow Lake basin (see hike 11: Highline Trail—Little Seneca Lake to Summit Lake).

Continuing past that junction the trail soon hops across a small stream and ascends a moderate grade to a small, boulder-dotted meadow. The verdant alpine notch of Green River Pass now looms ahead on the southern skyline, flanked on the west by the broad, rocky slopes of 12,068-foot Glover Peak.

The trail steadily ascends toward the pass via upper Trail Creek canyon amid scattered spruces. The grade finally abates where it skirts the shores of several jewel-like tarns in alpine grassland well above timberline.

The summit of the pass is difficult to ascertain in this long, nearly level notch; when you pass above the shores of long Lake 10,362, you have crossed over into the Pine Creek drainage. Pause at the pass long enough to appreciate the view of the Trail Creek and Green River canyons. The canyon below is a classic example of a U-shaped, glacier-carved
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valley, bounded by soaring gray cliff-edged alpine tablelands that rest 3,000 feet above the valley floor.

The raw beauty of the expansive alpine meadows and broad, lofty peaks that embrace the Green River Pass environs are ample rewards for your efforts. Stroll south down the gentle trail, hop across two minor streams, and soon you reach a signed junction above the west shore of large, round Summit Lake.

Although Summit Lake is an alpine gem, campsites around it are fully exposed to the view of other visitors, and also to the unpredictable mountain weather. The most sheltered sites can be found above the lake’s east shore.

The junction is signed for Palmer Lake, and the westbound trail (Doubletop Mountain Trail) is one of the most scenic alpine rambles in the Wind Rivers, passing No Name and Cutthroat Lakes en route to Palmer Lake (see hike 8: Doubletop Mountain and Palmer Lake Trails—Summit Lake to New Fork Canyon). Some travelers incorporate that trail into a loop that returns to Green River Lakes via New Fork Park and Porcupine Pass.

The Highline continues south from that junction for 150 yards to a junction with the southwest-bound Pine Creek Canyon Trail, signed for Trapper Lake (see hike 6: Glimpse Lake and Pine Creek Canyon Trails—Spring Creek Park to Summit Lake).

To continue south on the Highline Trail, see hike 11: Highline Trail—Little Seneca Lake to Summit Lake.




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Start at Green River Lakes Trailhead.

	2.2 Clear Creek Trail junction.

	2.8 Green River bridge; junction with cutoff trail leading to Lakeside and Porcupine Trails; stay left.

	9.7 Bridge over Green River at Beaver Park.

	11.0 Enter Three Forks Park.

	13.4 Junction with New Fork Trail in Trail Creek Park; stay left.

	14.2 Junction with unmaintained trail to Vista Pass; stay right.

	16.3 Arrive at Summit Lake; junctions with Doubletop Mountain and Pine Creek Canyon Trails.











2 GREEN RIVER LAKES TO CLEAR CREEK NATURAL BRIDGE

This trip offers all the highlights of a Wind River trail—lakes, meadows, large streams, views of bold peaks—plus the chance to experience one of nature’s rare erosional forms, a natural bridge carved through a narrow wall of limestone.


Start: Southwest corner of Green River Lakes Trailhead parking lot

Elevation gain and loss: +400 feet and −100 feet

Distance: 4.4 miles one way

Difficulty: Easy due to smooth trail and little elevation gain

Hiking time: 2 to 3 hours

Season: Early July through late Sept

Fees and permits: None

Trail contact: Pinedale Ranger District, (307) 367-4326

Dog-friendly: Dogs allowed off-leash

Trail surface: Smooth dirt

Land status: Bridger-Teton National Forest, Bridger Wilderness

Nearest town: Pinedale

Other trail users: Horses and other pack stock on first 2.2 miles

Trail traffic: Heavy

Nat Geo TOPO! Map (USGS): Green River Lakes

Other maps: Earthwalk: Northern Wind River Range; Beartooth Publishing: Wind River Range North




THE HIKE

The core of the Wind Rivers is composed of granitic rocks that are highly resistant to erosion. But lying on the eastern flanks of the range, and in the Green River Lakes area in the northwest, are softer, more easily eroded layers of sedimentary rocks.

Natural bridges, formed by running water undercutting and subsequently penetrating a resistant, typically sedimentary wall of rock, are extremely rare in nature, but there are at least two natural bridges in the Wind Rivers. One bridge can be found on lower Dinwoody Creek, east of the Continental Divide on the Wind River Indian Reservation, where access is restricted. But the Clear Creek Natural Bridge is easily accessible via the Clear Creek Trail from Green River Lakes.

From the trailhead follow the Highline Trail (see hike 1: Highline Trail—Green River Lakes to Summit Lake) for 2.2 miles above lower Green River Lake to the junction signed for Clear Creek Canyon and turn left. The Clear Creek Trail begins with a moderate northeast-bound ascent on open slopes. It then follows the rim of the canyon’s lower gorge, passing above the thundering waterfall where Clear Creek plunges over a limestone precipice.

Beyond the falls is a pleasant, nearly level stretch of trail, leading at first through an open lodgepole pine forest and later on opening up along the margins of an expansive meadow. Views also open up from the fringes of this spread, revealing the broken ramparts of 11,823-foot Flat Top Mountain and an exciting array of bold crags soaring skyward farther up the canyon.

About 1.1 miles from the Highline Trail, the signed trail leading to Slide Lake (see hike 3: Green River Lakes to Slide Lake) branches south. Instead, continue eastward; the sign points to the natural bridge.
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Our trail proceeds through open lodgepole forest, following the northern fringes of the meadow, where aptly named Clear Creek swings back and forth in wide, lazy meanders. Look up to the south wall of the canyon from this stretch of the trail to see the long white ribbon of Slide Creek Falls slicing through the forest there.

About 0.5 mile from the previous junction, the trail cuts across the northwest edge of the meadow, where the grasslands are enlivened by the blooms of blue harebell, subalpine daisy, yarrow, cinquefoil, and shrub cinquefoil. East of the meadow the trail enters a forest that was charred by a lightning-caused blaze in 1988, a burn where young lodgepoles are reclaiming the landscape.

The trail ahead closely follows the banks of large Clear Creek among blackened snags, soon reaching a log crossing of a small tributary stream. Up ahead a prominent limestone rib drops off the northwestern flanks of Flat Top Mountain and blocks the canyon upstream.

Follow the stream bank north, presently on poor trail, and soon you will spy the small aperture in the rib through which Clear Creek flows. Follow the trail as it curves around the rib for the best view of Clear Creek Natural Bridge. There Clear Creek flows north along the foot of this limestone spur then turns abruptly west, flowing through the deep,
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arch-shaped cave the stream has carved. Echoes from the cave intensify the thunder of the cascading stream.

Where the creek enters the cave, the opening is large, about 40 feet wide by 15 feet high. The exit opening is much smaller, 20 feet wide but only about 4 feet high.

The poor, unmaintained Clear Creek Trail continues up the canyon from the natural bridge for another 1.5 miles to Clear Lake.




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Start at Green River Lakes Trailhead.

	2.2 Junction with Clear Creek Trail; bear left.

	3.3 Junction with Slide Lake Trail; stay left.

	4.4 Arrive at Clear Creek Natural Bridge.











3 GREEN RIVER LAKES TO SLIDE LAKE

A large timberline lake embraced by towering walls and alpine summits is the destination of this rewarding trip. Although the trip can be completed in one long day, most people want to spend two or three days here absorbing the dramatic landscapes and fishing for the abundant brook trout that inhabit the lake.


Start: Southwest corner of Green River Lakes Trailhead parking lot

Elevation gain and loss: +1,600 feet and −100 feet

Distance: 5.4 miles one way

Difficulty: Moderate due to elevation gain

Hiking time: 2 to 3 hours

Season: Mid-July through early Sept

Fees and permits: None

Trail contact: Pinedale Ranger District, (307) 367-4326

Dog-friendly: Dogs allowed off-leash but may have issues crossing Clear Creek early in the season

Trail surface: Smooth dirt

Land status: Bridger-Teton National Forest, Bridger Wilderness

Nearest town: Pinedale

Other trail users: Horses and other pack stock on first 2.2 miles

Trail traffic: Heavy

Nat Geo TOPO! Map (USGS): Green River Lakes

Other maps: Earthwalk: Northern Green River Range; Beartooth Publishing: Wind River Range North




THE HIKE

From the Green River Lakes Trailhead, follow the Highline Trail (see hike 1: Highline Trail—Green River Lakes to Summit Lake) south for 2.2 miles above the east shore of lower Green River Lake, then turn left (east) onto the Clear Creek Trail (see hike 2: Green River Lakes to Clear Creek Natural Bridge). Follow that trail for 1.1 miles into Clear Creek Canyon to the signed Slide Lake Trail and turn right (south). The trail immediately fords Clear Creek. This could be a waist-deep crossing early in the season.

Beyond the crossing head southeast across the meadow, with its inspiring view up the canyon to Forlorn Pinnacle, the 11,640-foot spire to the northeast. The trail carves a swath through the meadow, soon following its southern fringes beneath a shady canopy of Engelmann spruce and lodgepole pine. About 0.3 mile from the Clear Creek Trail junction, cross vigorous Slide Creek at a ford. Hikers may be able to avoid wet feet by searching for a log crossing several yards downstream.

The trail then steadily ascends the shady, forested south wall of Clear Creek Canyon via switchbacks. The grade ranges from moderate to steep, but the tread is fairly smooth. The dense canopy of spruce, lodgepole pine, and subalpine fir casts ample shade but hinders vistas.

Midway up the canyon wall, the trail edges close to dramatic Slide Creek Falls, a long, high-angle cascade that flows over the steeply dipping bedding plane of limestone. As you continue to gain elevation, the Tetons come into view in the northwest, nearly 60 miles distant.
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After rising 800 feet in 1.5 miles, the grade slackens as the trail skirts a wet meadow, this one with a fine view of the fluted cliffs and spires on the southwest flanks of Flat Top Mountain and of the bold towers of Lost Eagle Peak farther up the canyon.

Beyond the meadow the trail ducks into lodgepole forest and ascends gently to Fish Bowl Spring. Here a round 6-foot-deep pool, set in limestone, is fed by springs issuing both from above ground and from within the pool. A large stream emerges from the pool, adding its waters to Slide Creek. True to its name, the pool is brimming with small trout.

Above the spring the trail ascends very steeply, at length becoming quite rocky for the final few hundred yards to Slide Lake. This beautiful lake lies in a deep cirque at 9,490 feet, with Flat Top Mountain to the north and Lost Eagle Peak to the southeast, each soaring more than 2,000 feet above its shores. Limestone cliffs rising south of the lake contrast with the dark gray gneiss that composes the surrounding peaks.

Good campsites are scattered through the lodgepole-dominated forest near the outlet and above the north and northeast shores. A large logjam at the lake’s outlet offers access to rocky points where fishing for brookies is good and to a few campsites along the southwest shores.




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Start at Green River Lakes Trailhead.

	2.2 Junction with Clear Creek Trail; bear left.

	3.1 Junction with Slide Lake Trail; bear right.

	5.4 Arrive at Slide Lake.











4 PORCUPINE TRAIL—GREEN RIVER LAKES TO NEW FORK TRAIL

Porcupine Creek, one of the upper Green River’s major tributaries, drains a remote, U-shaped hanging valley of exceptional beauty. Groves of spire-topped spruce, meadows rich with tall grasses and colorful wildflowers, bold crags and avalanche-scarred canyon walls, and the overall verdant setting combine to make scenes in Porcupine Creek canyon more reminiscent of the Cascade Range than the Wind Rivers.

Despite Porcupine Creek’s beauty the canyon is seldom the destination of backcountry travelers, most of whom are usually en route to fish-filled lakes and high summits. Instead, this trail is usually used as a scenic leg of a loop trip originating at Green River Lakes, in combination with the Highline Trail and the New Fork or Doubletop Mountain Trail.


Start: Southwest corner of Green River Lakes Trailhead parking lot

Elevation gain and loss: +2,740 feet and −1,180 feet

Distance: 12.0 miles one way

Difficulty: Moderate due to length and elevation gain

Hiking time: 1 to 2 days

Season: Early July through early Sept

Fees and permits: None

Trail contact: Pinedale Ranger District, (307) 367-4326

Dog-friendly: Dogs allowed off-leash

Trail surface: Dirt

Land status: Bridger-Teton National Forest, Bridger Wilderness

Nearest town: Pinedale

Other trail users: Horses and other pack stock

Trail traffic: Moderate

Nat Geo TOPO! Map (USGS): Green River Lakes, Squaretop Mountain

Other maps: Earthwalk: Northern Wind River Range; Beartooth Publishing: Wind River Range North

Best day hike destinations: A 5.7-mile loop around lower Green River Lake (see hike 1: Highline Trail—Green River Lakes to Summit Lake) is an easy day hike for most hikers. Strong hikers might consider following the spur trail to Twin and Shirley Lakes, accessed in the lower reaches of Porcupine Creek canyon, 4.5 miles from the trailhead. That trip involves a total of 2,100 feet of elevation gain and is 13.4 miles round-trip.




THE HIKE

From the southwest corner of the hikers’ parking lot, a trail sign on an old cabin points to the trail, and from there it quickly descends into a minor forested draw to a signed junction. The Highline Trail forks left, so turn right (west), soon crossing a road below the parking lot and entering the campground. Turn left at the campground road and proceed to the trailhead proper; a trail register and mileage sign are located behind campsites 10 and 11, where the trail begins.

The Lakeside Trail follows the west shore of lower Green River Lake, a pleasant, nearly level trail leading through a shady forest of lodgepole pine and Engelmann spruce. The understory features buffaloberry and common juniper, but wildflowers here are noticeably sparse; only groundsel and heartleaf arnica decorate the forest floor. A dozen small, spring-fed streams cascade across the trail as it traverses steep slopes west of the lower lake.
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During the first mile the trail stays well above the lake. It then drops to the rocky lakeshore, where anglers may be tempted to ply the lake’s deep, green waters. Lake trout, arctic grayling, and mountain whitefish inhabit the lower lake.

On occasion the forest is thin enough to allow fine views across the lake and into the tower-rimmed canyon of Clear Creek. The gray granitic bedrock of the fluted walls and pinnacles that flank that canyon contrasts with the red, tan, and white cliff bands on the nearby west face of White Rock, a limestone outlier of the sedimentary veneer that buried the region more than 65 million years ago.

Beyond the shores of the lower lake, the trail skirts the western edge of a broad, lodgepole-fringed meadow that separates the Green River Lakes. Continue along the meadow’s edge to a signed junction. The sign pointing to Three Forks Park indicates a 0.3-mile cutoff trail that leads east through the meadow, brushy with shrub cinquefoil and willows, to a bridge spanning the Green River and a junction with the Highline Trail.

Bear right at that junction and continue on the level trail through the lodgepole forest fringing the meadow, soon reaching the 15-foot-wide main channel of Porcupine Creek. There may be logs in place just upstream to afford a dry crossing; if not, the cobble-bottomed stream is easily forded in low water (about 1 foot deep). Another channel beyond can be rock-hopped quite easily.

The trail ahead ascends 900 feet in 1.5 miles, rising via a series of moderately steep switchbacks through a forest of lodgepole and spruce. Once again views are limited. After 0.5 mile of steady ascent, a faint side path leads west to the brink of Porcupine Creek’s gorge, with views of the thundering cascade of Porcupine Creek Falls.

When the grade on the main trail eventually eases, proceed through shady lodgepole forest and small meadows to the flower-rich banks of Porcupine Creek at 8,850 feet. Ford the creek again; here it is calf-deep and 12 to 15 feet wide. If the water level is low, it is possible to boulder-hop a few yards downstream. To avoid the ford some hikers have forged a path upstream on the east bank. It’s about 100 yards to large logs spanning the creek.

Beyond the ford briefly climb to a junction perched on a streamside bench. The spur trail to Twin and Shirley Lakes departs northward from here, climbing 1,100 feet in 2.2 miles.

In the beautiful hanging valley of Porcupine Creek, 1,000 feet above the Green River’s canyon, proceed southward along the tree-studded bench for 0.4 mile to a third crossing of the creek, 20 feet wide and shin-deep. The following 1.5 miles are a scenic delight, passing alongside a lovely, narrow meadow, above which towers a host of splintered crags soaring 2,000 feet to the skyline. A diverse assemblage of wildflowers grows trailside, including Indian paintbrush, hairy and heartleaf arnica, mountain bluebells, cinquefoil, one-flower daisy, king’s crown, short-styled onion, groundsel, mountain bog gentian, Colorado columbine, and shrub cinquefoil.

You may not see the canyon’s namesake porcupines while traveling here, but their presence is certainly evident. On the scarred boles of lodgepole pines, porcupines have gnawed away the trees’ bark to reach the inner bark, or cambium, their primary winter food. More likely seen here are moose, which frequent the canyon’s willow thickets, and in the higher elevations the elk that inhabit the alpine meadows in summer.

Fine camping areas are found throughout the canyon, and the best of them lie west of the creek. But due to the confined nature of the canyon, it takes extra effort to establish camp beyond the 200-foot limit from the trail and creek. Try to make your camp as invisible to other travelers as possible.

Above the first long meadow, the trail, always close to increasingly small Porcupine Creek, alternates between groves of spruce and a series of smaller meadows. At length it leads into the boulder fields and subalpine meadows near the head of the canyon. At 8.5 miles is a fourth crossing, this one of a tributary of Porcupine Creek, which here is a much smaller stream and is easily boulder-hopped. Shortly thereafter, at 9,650 feet, pass the abandoned Jim Creek Trail. Not far past that junction is the fifth and final stream crossing en route to Porcupine Pass, also an easy rock hop.

From here part of the trail ahead is visible as it switchbacks up the canyon’s headwall to Porcupine Pass, the treeless alpine notch 1,000 feet above and to the southeast. The next 1.1 miles to the pass ascend a series of well-designed switchbacks. The tread is smooth and the grade is moderate. Beginning in a grove of Christmas tree–size spruces, the trail then enters an open timberline forest of whitebark pine and spruce. At length it breaks above timberline in a small, ice-gouged basin rimmed by minor moraines. Switchbacks then climb over the final, very steep alpine slopes to the windy 10,700-foot pass.

Pay heed here to some of the cushion plants adapted to the harsh alpine environment on these north-facing slopes. Most noticeable are the blue blooms of sky pilot, sometimes



[image: chpt_fig_013.png]


called skunkflower for its pungent fragrance. Other flowers that are also restricted to the alpine zone include arctic sagewort and boreal sandwort.

The vistas that unfold atop the pass don’t include any of the Wind Rivers’ lofty Continental Divide summits, but they are befitting an alpine pass and grand enough to amply reward you for your efforts. Porcupine Creek canyon, below to the north, is a fine example of a glacier-carved drainage, U-shaped and bounded by abruptly rising, fluted gray granitic cliffs. The canyon’s walls frame a view of the volcanic plateaus of the Absaroka Range near Togwotee Pass some 40 miles to the north. Southward the view reaches into the canyon of New Fork River and beyond into Palmer Canyon, where precipitous talus fields and great ice-polished cliffs rise to a landscape of alpine tablelands.

From Porcupine Pass the trail south into Dodge Creek is faint in places as it descends steadily across grassy alpine slopes and into a scenic, wildflower-rich bowl. Occasional cairns mark the way through this obscure stretch of trail. Beyond the bowl the trail is more obvious, and the steady, moderate descent soon leads to a spruce-dominated timberline forest. Continue above the banks of Dodge Creek on steep, east-facing slopes. The steep canyon of Dodge Creek offers little opportunity for camping.

Cross Dodge Creek 2.2 miles from the pass, which in low water is an easy rock hop. The trail then curves around a minor ridge and joins the New Fork Trail in a grove of whitebark pine at 9,520 feet. The nearest possible camping areas are located in New Fork Park, 1.5 miles and 600 feet below to the south, and at Lozier Lakes, 2.5 miles and 1,100 feet above to the east (see hike 5: New Fork Trail—New Fork Lakes to Trail Creek Park).




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Start at Green River Lakes Trailhead.

	0.3 Trail register in campground.

	2.7 Junction with eastbound cutoff trail leading to the Highline Trail; stay right.

	3.1 First ford of Porcupine Creek.

	4.5 Junction with spur trail to Twin and Shirley Lakes, just beyond second ford of Porcupine Creek.

	4.9 Third ford of Porcupine Creek.

	9.8 Porcupine Pass.

	12.0 Arrive at junction with New Fork Trail.











5 NEW FORK TRAIL—NEW FORK LAKES TO TRAIL CREEK PARK

The broad, open canyon of the New Fork River, bounded by some of the most impressive canyon walls and wildflowers in the range, offers a delightful and scenic way to reach the lake-dotted bench and high peaks region in the northern reaches of the Bridger Wilderness. The New Fork Trail is much less popular than trails beginning at the Green River Lakes and Elkhart Park entrances, but no less rewarding.

This trail surveys the spectrum of Bridger Wilderness landscapes, passing low-elevation glacial lakes, aspen groves, sagebrush-clad slopes, towering granite walls, timberline lakes, and alpine meadows filled with wildflowers and offering grand vistas of the range’s highest, glacier-draped peaks.


Start: Northeast corner of New Fork Lakes Trailhead parking lot

Elevation gain and loss: +3,480 feet and −2,080 feet

Distance: 16.5 miles one way

Difficulty: Moderate due to elevation gain and high elevation

Hiking time: 2 to 3 days

Season: Late July through early Sept

Fees and permits: None

Trail contact: Pinedale Ranger District, (307) 367-4326

Dog-friendly: Dogs allowed off-leash

Trail surface: Dirt and rocks

Land status: Bridger-Teton National Forest, Bridger Wilderness

Nearest town: Pinedale

Other trail users: Horses and other pack stock

Trail traffic: Moderate

Nat Geo TOPO! Map (USGS): New Fork Lakes, Kendall Mountain, Squaretop Mountain, Gannett Peak

Other maps: Earthwalk: Northern

Wind River Range; Beartooth Publishing: Wind River Range North

Best day hike destinations: The sandy beach at the upper end of New Fork Lakes makes an attractive destination for a 3-mile round-trip day hike. Strong hikers can make the 14-mile round-trip to New Fork Park in 1 long day.




THE HIKE

The New Fork Trail ascends the New Fork River’s high-walled canyon to the lovely meadows of New Fork Park, then rises above timberline to the Lozier Lakes basin, and finally descends into the Green River drainage, past Clark Lake to Trail Creek Park. En route this trail passes junctions with the Lowline Trail (also known as the Boulder Basin Trail), the Palmer Lake Trail, and the Porcupine Trail.

The trail begins at the northeast corner of the parking lot and heads east above the north shore of upper New Fork Lake through an extensive grove of aspen. Pass an information sign and trail register and continue on a nearly level grade. The trail enters a minor draw, then curves briefly uphill around a low ridge—a small lateral moraine.

Beyond the moraine the trail begins a protracted traverse high above the lake on mostly open, sagebrush-and grass-covered slopes—a hot and dry stretch of trail. Views here stretch westward across New Fork Lakes to the Wyoming Range on the western horizon, 40 miles distant. Look eastward for a glimpse into the cliff-embraced lower reaches of New Fork Canyon. The charred south side of the lake is still recovering from the 2008 New Fork Fire.

The trail soon descends moderately to the upper end of the lake, where an inviting sandy beach appears in late summer. Pass several campsites set in aspen groves as you continue, soon skirting the northern margins of a broad, willow-choked meadow.

Midway around the swampy expanse an old signpost marks the junction with the Lowline Trail, branching left (northwest) to Boulder Basin and right (south) to the Doubletop Mountain Trail. The latter requires a ford of the slow, meandering river and much bushwhacking through willow thickets to locate the tread south of the meadow.

Look northwest along the course of the Lowline Trail to a prominent outcrop of limestone high above the canyon. These sedimentary rocks, found on the range’s west slope only between the New Fork and Green River’s Big Bend, are more than 1.5 billion years younger than the granitic rocks that compose the core of the range.

About 1 mile beyond that junction, the long meadow ends and scattered lodgepole pines begin to offer marginal shade. The trail contours above a chain of marshy ponds, where a variety of waterfowl, and possibly a moose, may be seen.

There are only four noticeable ascents en route to New Fork Park, and the first two are easily climbed beyond the ponds as the rocky canyon begins to twist and turn. Broken cliffs dotted with conifers and aspens rise to the north, and the canyon’s south walls are scarred by many avalanche chutes plunging down from the tree-feathered ridge above.

Although the trail is seldom close to the river, staying either high above its many gorges or well away from its banks, a number of small streams cascade across the trail, allowing travelers to quench their thirst at convenient intervals (and after treating the water).

The canyon remains relatively open despite the cliffs that loom boldly above. There is a lack of substantial forest cover due to the bedrock that dominates the canyon floor, smoothed and polished by ancient glaciers. Lodgepole pines and aspens provide occasional shade, and the understory is decorated by a variety of shrubs and wildflowers, including Oregon grape, tobacco brush (Ceanothus spp.), buffaloberry, thimbleberry, red elderberry, gooseberry, pachystima, wild strawberry, cinquefoil, fireweed, Richardson’s geranium, pearly everlasting, and blue harebell.

After ascending the third prominent grade, the canyon becomes more confined, with sheer cliffs to the north and an array of pinnacles looming to the south. The trail closely follows the north bank of the river, soon reaching a ford of the New Fork where the river flows among large slabs and boulders, at 8,500 feet. If the water level is low, the crossing is not difficult; wade the slow-moving stream over its cobble bed. There may also be logs spanning the river just upstream. During high water, however, the river may be as much as 20 feet wide and knee-deep with a substantial current. Use good judgment and exercise extreme caution at such times. Some hikers elect to bypass the ford by continuing east on the north bank, but that route involves considerable effort to negotiate a steep, 0.5-mile boulder field.

The trail beyond the ford ascends moderately across open slopes dotted with erratic boulders and a scattering of lodgepole and whitebark pines and subalpine firs. From here views open up to the north, following the northward bend of the canyon to the fluted granite walls embracing New Fork Park.

Soon the trail descends gently to the second ford of the New Fork, 0.7 mile from the first crossing, where the canyon makes a prominent bend to the north. Here the river is about 15 feet wide and shin-deep, with a modest current.



[image: Massive granite walls line the New Fork River canyon.]
Massive granite walls line the New Fork River canyon.



A minor ascent ensues beyond the ford, quickly leading into beautiful, 1.5-mile-long New Fork Park, at 8,750 feet. The long meadows here are dotted with large erratic boulders and islands of forest composed of Engelmann spruce, lodgepole and whitebark pine, and subalpine fir. The meandering river bisects the park, isolating travelers from the best camping areas on the opposite side of the river. Several overused—and illegal—campsites lie alongside the trail; avoid using them.

No great peaks can be viewed from New Fork Park, but what the vistas lack in alpine grandeur is compensated for by the canyon’s towering walls and jutting pinnacles that soar fully 2,000 feet above the canyon floor. On the west side of the park is a mile-long wall broken by chutes and buttresses, all part of the Dome Peak massif, one of the biggest walls in the Wind Rivers. Views also reach northeastward into the hanging valley of Dodge Creek (traversed by hike 4: Porcupine Trail—Green River Lakes to New Fork Trail) and beyond to the rocky alpine highlands that rise above it.

New Fork Park is also notable for its profusion of wildflowers, which include bracted lousewort, cinquefoil, meadow rue, groundsel, yampah, fireweed, valerian, blue harebell, buckwheat, yarrow, green gentian, subalpine daisy, lupine, and cow parsnip.

The trail follows the park’s western margin, passing beneath a scattering of conifers. Approaching the north end of New Fork Park, views open up to the northeast, exposing the unbroken granite walls bounding Palmer Canyon, a sheer face sweeping 1,500 feet skyward from the lower reaches of the canyon.

Soon you reach Dodge Creek, 1.8 miles from the last crossing of the New Fork River. The creek is about 12 feet wide but shallow. Rock-hop across the creek in late summer, or wade its shallow waters earlier in the season. There may be logs in place to afford a dry crossing.

Soon after crossing Dodge Creek, watch for a junction with the Palmer Lake Trail (see hike 8: Doubletop Mountain and Palmer Lake Trails—Summit Lake to New Fork Canyon), branching right (east). The New Fork Trail heads north; the sign points to Porcupine Pass. A moderate ascent ensues, gaining 675 feet in 1.1 miles through a subalpine forest of spruce and whitebark pine.

Upon reaching the signed junction with the northbound Porcupine Trail at 9,500 feet, bear right and traverse northeast beneath an open canopy of whitebark. Fine views stretch down the broad canyon of the New Fork to idyllic New Fork Park and the lofty fluted walls of Dome Peak.

The New Fork River rumbles through its canyon far below
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MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Start at New Fork Lakes Trailhead.

	2.0 Junction with Boulder Basin (Lowline) Trail; continue straight ahead.

	5.6 First ford of New Fork River.

	6.3 Second ford of river.

	6.7 Enter New Fork Park.

	8.2 Junction with Palmer Canyon Trail; bear left.

	9.3 Junction with Porcupine Trail; bear right.

	11.6 10,680-foot pass west of Lozier Lakes.

	14.1 10,920-foot pass east of Lozier Lakes.

	15.0 Clark Lake.

	16.5 Arrive at junction with Highline Trail in Trail Creek Park.











APPENDIX A: HIKER CHECKLIST

To be sure you haven’t forgotten an essential piece of equipment, always prepare a checklist before leaving home. No one will take everything on the following list, but it may help ensure that you’ve packed all the necessary gear for your trip.



	❏ Day pack and/or backpack (with rain cover)

	❏ Sleeping bag

	❏ Foam pad or air mattress

	❏ Ground sheet and/or tarp

	❏ Dependable tent

	❏ Sturdy footwear

	❏ Lightweight camp shoes or sandals

	❏ Bear spray

	❏ Sunglasses

	❏ Sunscreen

	❏ Lip balm

	❏ Insect repellent

	❏ Mosquito head net

	❏ Maps and compass

	❏ Matches in waterproof container

	❏ Toilet paper

	❏ Lightweight plastic trowel

	❏ Pocketknife

	❏ First-aid kit

	❏ Survival kit

	❏ Flashlight with fresh batteries and spare bulb

	❏ Candle

	❏ 50 feet of nylon parachute cord

	❏ Extra stuff sacks for bear-bagging food

	❏ Water purification

	❏ One-quart water container(s)

	❏ One-gallon water container (collapsible) for camp use

	❏ Plastic bags (for trash)

	❏ Biodegradable soap

	❏ Towel

	❏ Toothbrush

	❏ Cookware

	❏ Spoon and fork

	❏ Camp stove and extra fuel

	❏ Pot scrubber

	❏ Enough food, plus a little extra

	❏ Bear-resistant food storage canister

	❏ Fishing license

	❏ Fishing rod, reel, flies, lures, etc.

	❏ Camera, memory cards, lenses, filters, tripod

	❏ Emergency locator: PLB, Spot, InReach, etc.

	❏ Binoculars

	❏ Rain jacket

	❏ Thermal underwear (polypropylene or wool)

	❏ Shorts and/or long pants

	❏ Wool cap or balaclava

	❏ Wool shirt and/or sweater

	❏ Insulated jacket (synthetic or down)

	❏ Extra socks

	❏ Underwear

	❏ Mittens or gloves

	❏ Watch

	❏ Sewing kit

	❏ Hat

	❏ Field guidebooks








APPENDIX B: AGENCY ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS

For further information on the Wind River Indian Reservation backcountry, contact:


Shoshone and Arapaho Tribes Fish and Game


1 Wood Ave.


PO Box 217


Fort Washakie, WY 82514


(307) 332-7207


www.windriverfishandgame.com


For further information regarding the Bridger Wilderness, contact:


Bridger-Teton National Forest


Pinedale Ranger District


29 E. Fremont Lake Rd.


PO Box 220


Pinedale, WY 82941


Front desk: (307) 367-4326


www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/btnf/recarea/?recid=71401


For further information regarding the Popo Agie Wilderness, contact:


Shoshone National Forest


Washakie Ranger District


333 E. Main St.


Lander, WY 82520


Front desk: (307) 332-5460


www.fs.usda.gov/detail/shoshone/about-forest/?cid=stelprdb5191040


For further information regarding the Fitzpatrick Wilderness, contact:


Shoshone National Forest


Wind River Ranger District


1403 W. Ramshorn


PO Box 186


Dubois, WY 82513


Front desk: (307) 455-2466


www.fs.usda.gov/detail/shoshone/about-forest/districts/?cid=stelprdb5191039







Appendix C: Hike Finder





	
	BEST PHOTOS
	FAMILY FRIENDLY
	WATER FEATURES
	DOG FRIENDLY
	FINDING SOLITUDE



	GREEN RIVER LAKES TRAILHEAD






	

	1. Highline Trail—Green River Lakes to Summit Lake




	•
	•
	•
	•
	



	

	2. Green River Lakes to Clear Creek Natural Bridge




	
	•
	•
	•
	



	

	3. Green River Lakes to Slide Lake




	
	•
	•
	•
	



	

	4. Porcupine Trail—Green River Lakes to New Fork Trail




	
	
	
	•
	



	NEW FORK LAKES TRAILHEAD



	

	5. New Fork Trail—New Fork Lakes to Trail Creek Park




	
	•
	
	•
	•



	SPRING CREEK PARK TRAILHEAD



	

	6. Glimpse Lake and Pine Creek Canyon Trails—Spring Creek Park to Summit Lake




	
	•
	•
	•
	



	

	7. Trapper Creek Trail—Spring Creek Park to Trapper Lake




	
	
	
	•
	



	

	8. Doubletop Mountain and Palmer Lake Trails—Summit Lake to New Fork Canyon




	
	
	•
	•
	•



	

	9. Palmer Lake Trail—Palmer Lake to Trail Lake




	
	
	
	•
	•



	ELKHART PARK TRAILHEAD



	

	10. Pole Creek and Seneca Lake Trails—Elkhart Park to Little Seneca Lake




	•
	•
	
	•
	



	

	11. Highline Trail—Little Seneca Lake to Summit Lake




	•
	
	•
	•
	•



	

	12. Indian Pass Trail to Titcomb Basin




	•
	
	
	•
	



	

	13. Pine Creek Canyon Trail— Elkhart Park to Long and Glimpse Lakes




	
	
	•
	•
	













	 
	BEST PHOTOS
	FAMILY FRIENDLY
	WATER FEATURES
	DOG FRIENDLY
	FINDING SOLITUDE





	

	14. Elkhart Park to Miller and Sweeney Lakes




	•
	•
	•
	•
	



	

	15. Pole Creek Trail—Elkhart Park to Pole Creek




	•
	
	
	•
	



	

	16. Highline Trail—Little Seneca Lake to North Fork Lake




	•
	
	•
	•
	•



	BOULDER LAKE TRAILHEAD



	

	17. Boulder Canyon Trail—Boulder Lake to Lake Vera




	
	•
	•
	•
	



	

	18. Lake Ethel Trail—Lake Ethel to Macs Lake and the Highline Trail




	
	
	•
	•
	



	

	19. Fremont Trail—North Fork Lake to Pole Creek




	
	
	•
	•
	•



	SCAB CREEK TRAILHEAD



	

	20. Scab Creek Trail—Scab Creek Trailhead to Dream Lake and the Fremont Trail




	•
	
	
	•
	



	

	21. Fremont Trail—Dream Lake to North Fork Lake




	•
	
	•
	•
	



	

	22. Highline Trail—Dream Lake to North Fork Lake




	•
	
	•
	•
	



	

	23. Middle ForkTrail—Sandpoint Lake to Middle Fork Lake




	
	
	•
	•
	•



	

	24. Rainbow Lake Trail—Dream Lake to Rainbow and Middle Fork Lakes




	•
	
	•
	•
	•



	BIG SANDY TRAILHEAD



	

	25. Fremont Trail—Big Sandy Opening to Dream Lake




	•
	•
	
	•
	•



	

	26. Big Sandy Trail—Big Sandy Trailhead to Big Sandy Lake




	•
	•
	•
	•
	



	

	27. Jackass Pass Trail—Big Sandy to Cirque of the Towers and Lizard Head Meadows




	•
	
	
	
	



	

	28. Big Sandy Trailhead to Shadow Lake




	•
	
	
	•
	



	

	29. Big Sandy Trailhead to Pyramid Lake




	•
	
	
	•
	



	

	30. Hailey Pass-Washakie Pass Loop, from Big Sandy Trailhead




	•
	
	•
	•
	•












	
	BEST PHOTOS
	FAMILY FRIENDLY
	WATER FEATURES
	DOG FRIENDLY
	FINDING SOLITUDE



	SWEETWATER TRAILHEAD





	

	31. Sweetwater Gap Trail— Sweetwater River to Tayo Park, Middle Popo Agie River




	
	
	
	•
	•



	CHRISTINA LAKE TRAILHEAD



	

	32. Silas Canyon Trail-Fiddlers Lake to Silas Canyon, Island Lake




	•
	•
	•
	•
	



	WORTHEN MEADOW RESERVOIR TRAILHEAD



	

	33. Stough Creek Lakes Trail— Worthen Meadow Reservoir to Stough Creek Basin




	
	
	•
	•
	



	

	34. Sheep Bridge and Middle Fork Trails—Worthen Meadow Reservoir to Middle Popo Agie River, Tayo Park



	
	•
	
	•
	



	DICKINSON PARK TRAILHEAD



	

	35. Smith Lake Trail-Dickinson Park to Smith Lake




	
	•
	•
	•
	



	

	36. Bears Ears Trail-Dickinson Park to South Fork Little Wind River




	•
	
	
	•
	•



	TRAIL LAKE TRAILHEAD



	

	37. Glacier Trail—Trail Lake Trailhead to Dinwoody Glacier




	•
	
	•
	•
	



	

	38. Lake Louise Trail—Trail Lake Trailhead to Lake Louise




	
	•
	•
	•
	



	

	39. Trail Lake Trailhead to Bomber Falls




	
	•
	•
	•
	



	

	40. Whiskey Mountain Trail-Trail Lake Trailhead to Ross Lake




	•
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