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 Barbara Florence Maddock worked as a teacher of music and drama in schools and colleges for over 30 years. Alongside her teaching, she specialised in music therapy with students with special needs and children in hospices. She also ran her own youth theatre group for many years writing her own shows and productions, also using her skills as a guitarist and keyboard player. Barbara is a published author having previously released an infant school production called See That Star.
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The Story

Laura has been celebrating her 10th birthday. Her friends are leaving the party when a traveller lady knocks on the door, she is carrying a basket of coloured ribbons and tells Laura if she chooses the black one it will take her on a long journey round the world. Laura finds a special message on the black ribbon and along with her younger brother Ben they follow the instructions which lead them outside to the shed. When they arrive, the shed has been taken over by the witches who are in the process of polluting the earth. They are scheming and gloating about how well they are managing to destroy life. The children are unable to get home and must travel on, collecting messages and different shapes as they go. They see the monkeys who have lost their homes as trees are cut down, they see greed and waste of resources and food, famine and despair from Africa and pollution of the seas caused by oil slicks, rubbish and plastics. They become very tired and sad to see what is happening in our world.

While they are resting, the lady traveller comes back to see them, she promises them they will find the new world if they go back home with the pieces they have collected on the way. She spreads her magic and makes the pieces bigger to fit the size of the new world. The Spirit of Evil appears and does a short dance but the Spirit of the Future is watching and also dances. At the end of the dance, good overcomes evil. The children take their larger pieces back to the village. The whole town is waiting to see what they have brought and as the pieces are placed in the broken world, they all fit exactly and bond together making a brand new world which must be taken care of.





Author’s Notes

The cast of this production can vary from around 30 children to upwards. The first performance of this involved 100 children but any number would be suitable. Laura and Ben’s journey to the shed (scene 2) youths arriving at the house (scene 4) and Parade arriving (scene 7) could use the Hall for their journeys. A 2-sided large screen could be used for the backdrop paintings, this is an easy way of changing sets as they can be pinned one on top of the other on both sides. School children could get involved in painting these (the night sky, a forest, the ocean etc). The sets can be very basic or whatever you wish. A spotlight would be very effective throughout. All the pieces the children find are quite small cardboard cutouts – banana, leaf, lightbulb, fish etc. They become bigger later on. The music is easy for children to learn and not too difficult for a pianist to play. I wish you every success with this production which lasts approx. 1hr 20mins.

Check all verses of songs on pages at the back





Cast








	Laura:
	Strong character, good actress, non-singing part





	Ben:
	Younger than his sister, a good actor, non-singing part



	Lady t raveller:
	Dressed bohemian style, has a twinkle in her eye, confident



	Party children:
	Any number in party style, singers



	Witches:
	1 (spider)



	
	2 (with a black stick)

3 (making spells in test tubes)

4 (with a black cooking pot and ladle)

5 (cooks assistant)

6 (reading a spell book)




	Woo dcutters:
	3 children, 2 speaking parts



	Monkeys:

Referred to t hroughout the script as Mon.

	Mother

Old

Uncle

Young monkeys – any number – monkey 2, 3, 4 speaking parts




	4 Youths:
	All youths loud, confident, rude, and insolent attitudes

Bobby

Lisa

James

Julie




	African:
	Mother and child, emotive scene, non-speaking good actors, sad, afraid, desperate



	Fish:
	Any number dressed shiny fishlike, 5 speaking parts, a song with actions to the words



	Evil Spirit:
	Dancer



	Future Spirit:
	Dancer



	V illagers:
	Any number – Parade people, passers-by



	The Mayor:
	Smart, gentleman type, enthusiastic personality



	Banner Man:
	Short speaking part



	Choir:
	



	Recorder players:
	



	Percus sionists:
	For the Parade if required






Scene 1: The Inside of Laura’s House

The stage is set as a simple room with a table for presents and a couple of chairs. A Happy Birthday banner is hanging in the room with several balloons. All the sets can be very simple or whatever suits your facilities.

One part of the set is a door or gap for the party people to enter and later the lady traveller with her basket of ribbons. Her ribbons must include blue, green, red, yellow, white and one black ribbon ready to wear, Laura puts this into her hair when she has read the message.



Song: Happy Birthday

The music begins to play the song. Laura is at the table with Ben, they are waiting for the children who are coming to the party, they arrive walking onto the stage through the door in small groups or on their own, they are all carrying a wrapped present which they will in turn put on to the table.

There is no singing but they are talking to each other in mime. When the music has been played through once, the singing will begin.

During the silent verse again there is lots of general activity from the children, this is all done in mime playing board games, arm wrestling, hi-fives, dancing etc.

At the end of the song the children go back through the door or gap shouting ‘Bye’, ‘See You Later’, ‘Great party’, “thank you” etc.
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