
  
    
      [image: Image. Illustrative image displaying a stylized pattern in several horizontal bands on a dark green background. Each band contains light green graphic elements representing scenes from nature and outdoor activities. End of image]
    
  


  
    
      [image: Image. The image presents a simple two-color graphic style, with a panda bear and an ant being the central characters of the illustration, set against a vibrant yellow background. In the center, the panda bear is relaxed and resting on a bamboo branch, with its distinctive features, such as the dark patches around its eyes, clearly visible. The bamboo bends under the weight of the panda, creating an arch in the design. Below the panda, at the bottom of the illustration, an ant stands looking up towards the bear. The ant is stylized, with its body divided into three segments and its antennae pointing upwards. The image is framed by a decorative border consisting of a sequence of stylized raindrops and wavy lines. End of image]
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      [image: Image. The image presents a serene and enchanting scene of a panda bear sitting among plants. The panda, with its white fur and typical black patches around its eyes, ears, and body, appears to be chewing on a bamboo leaf. It has one paw raised, holding the bamboo close to its mouth. The environment around the panda is richly detailed with green bamboo foliage, rising to form a natural frame around it. The ground is indicated by a brown surface, perhaps earth, sprinkled with small plants and leaves in different shades of green, creating a layer of ground vegetation. In the background, the sky is visible through the gaps between the bamboos, displaying a gentle blue to yellow gradient, suggesting it might be early morning or late afternoon. Some white clouds adorn the sky, and to the right, a red ladybug with black dots can be seen on one of the leaves, adding a colorful touch to the scene. . End of image]
    

    DETERMINED TO MOVE FORWARD, THE BEAR OPENED HIS HUNGRY MAW ONCE AGAIN, READY TO DEVOUR THE BAMBOO STEM, ALONG WITH EVERY LEAF AND ANYTHING ELSE ON THEM.

  


  
    
      [image: Image. In the image, we see the panda bear with its mouth open in an apparent scream of pain, looking upwards. The panda has one paw extended upwards. In the sky, painted in a warm yellow tone, perhaps indicating sunset, there are three blue birds in flight, they seem to have been startled by the bear's scream. . End of image]
    

    THAT’S WHEN A COLOSSAL SHOUT ERUPTED THROUGH THE AIR, CAUSING ALL THE BIRDS TO TAKE FLIGHT IN FRIGHT.

  


  
    
      [image: Image. The image shows the panda bear with an expression of discomfort and surprise. The panda has its mouth open, displaying a pink tongue, as if it had just tasted something unpleasant, like a sting. Its paws are raised near its face, suggesting a gesture of reaction to pain or fright. End of image]
    

    THE BEAR HAD RECEIVED A PAINFUL STING ON HIS TONGUE,


    WHICH MADE HIM RUN IN DESPERATION AND GIVE UP THE MEAL.

  


  
    

    
      [image: Image. In the left corner, the panda bear appears walking away from the forest. The background shows a gradient sky with shades of light blue, yellow, orange, and a bit of red, typical of a sunset. In the center of the image, the silhouette of a white ant stands on a rock she seems content and secure in her location, and the scene conveys a feeling of harmony between the characters and their environment. The vegetation consists of tall green bamboos that rise on both sides of the composition, and the ground is marked by gray and brown rocks and a layer of grass in the bottom right corner. End of image]
    

    THE ANT, PROUD OF HER RESILIENCE AND CUNNING, EMERGED VICTORIOUS FROM THE CONFLICT. SHE SHOWED THE BEAR THAT TRUE STRENGTH LIES IN THE ABILITY TO RESIST AND GROW IN THE FACE OF CHALLENGES.

  


  
    
      [image: Image. The illustration shows a relaxed and seated panda bear, with a bamboo stalk in its mouth. It has one eye closed and the other open, giving off a satisfied and content expression. The panda holds one end of the bamboo stalk with its right paw and appears to be chewing. Atop the panda's head, a small brown ant is positioned, almost like a crown, suggesting a friendly interaction and a peaceful coexistence between the two species. The scenery around the panda includes various bamboo stalks and foliage in the background, creating an atmosphere of density and freshness typical of a bamboo forest. The leaves are in various shades of green and contribute to the feeling of a natural and tranquil environment. . End of image]
    
  


  
    
      
        [image: Image. Decorative image of green branches. End of image]
      

      DID YOU KNOW?


      Did you know that the giant panda lives in the mountains of China? Some of them are in the province of Sichuan. These beautiful mountains are full of bamboo, which is the panda’s favorite food.


      
        [image: Image. The image presents a stylized illustration combining various elements. In the center, there's a map of China, highlighted in red, overlaid with the country's flag, with its red color and five yellow stars. A panda bear, the national animal of China and a symbol of the country's fauna, is positioned in the center, holding a bamboo stalk. The panda is overlaid both on the map and the flag, suggesting that it is a central part of the Chinese identity represented in the illustration. The part of the map where the panda is positioned is detailed with texture and shading that give the impression of a mountainous relief, which may indicate the mountainous regions of China where pandas are found in the wild. Around this central composition, there's an irregularly painted green frame, with stylized silhouettes of bamboo, complementing the theme of the panda and its natural habitat. End of image]
      

      BBoth the panda and bamboo are very important elements of Chinese culture. The panda, considered a national treasure, is a beloved symbol of the country and represents the importance of protecting wildlife and nature. Bamboo, on the other hand, symbolizes virtues such as flexibility, resilience, humility, and integrity. It is also associated with longevity and wisdom.


      Can you believe that pandas prima rily eat bamboo? Yes , they are almost vegetarian! They consume an eno rmous amount of bamboo every day, abo ut 40 kilograms! They are true bamboo-eating specialists. In Chinese forests, they feed on thirty different species of this plant.


      Do you know what’s curious about pandas? On their front paws, they have a kind of adapted “thumb.” It’s like having an extra finger! This helps them easily grasp the leaves and ba mbo o stalks .


      Another incredible thing about pandas is that, thanks to their sharp claws, they are great at climbing trees. But most of the time, they prefer to stay on the ground, moving from one bamboo grove to another.


      
        [image: Image. The image displays a photograph of a panda bear in close-up, framed by a decorative green border. The panda, with its characteristic white fur and black spots, looks up and to the side, with one paw raised as if waving or touching something above its head. End of image]
      

      Each panda has a unique black and white spot pattern, just like a human fingerprint. This helps scientists identify and study pandas individually.


      China makes a special effort to protect pandas. It has established a reserve and a national park just for these adorable animals. This way, they have a safe place to live and be happy.


      These are some facts about pandas and bamboo in China. It’s amazing how nature gives us such a special animal and a plant full of meaning.


      I hope you enjoyed learning about pandas and bamboo. Let’s take care of nature and cherish the wonders it offers us!


      
        [image: Image. Decorative image of green branches with the shadow of an ant. End of image]
      
    

  

  
    
      
        [image: Image. Decorative image of green branches. End of image]
      

      ACTIVITIES INSPIRED BY THE STORY OF


      THE PANDA BEAR AND THE ANT:


      1


      DRAWING THE BEAR AND THE ANT: TAKE PAPER, COLORED PENCILS, OR CRAYONS AND DRAW THE BEAR AND TH E ANT AS YOU IMAGINE TH EY ARE LIKE. LET YOUR IMAGINATION RUN WILD AND BRING THE CHARACTERS FROM THE BOOK TO LIFE!


      
        [image: Image. The illustration shows the drawing of a bear and an ant. End of image]
      

      2


      BAMBOO HUNT: LET’S PLAY A BAMBOO T REASURE HUNT! ASK AN ADULT TO HIDE SMALL PIECES OF BAMBOO AROUND THE HOUSE OR IN THE G ARDEN. THEN, YO U’LL H AVE TO S EARCH AND COLLECT THEM ALL. WHOEVER FINDS TH E MOST B A MBOO PIECES WINS!


      [image: Image. The image presents a drawing of a treasure map with a cross in the middle, indicating a location, and drawings of bamboos around it. End of image]


      3


      SHADOW THEATER: YOU CAN CREATE A SHADOW TH EATER AT HOME! GRAB A FLASHLIGHT AND CUT OUT SILHOUETTES OF A BEAR AND AN ANT FROM BLACK PAPER. ATTACH THEM TO BARBECUE STICKS AND PROJECT TH E SH ADOWS ONTO A WALL. NOW, YOU CAN PERFORM YO UR OWN STORY OF THE BEAR AND THE ANT.


      
        [image: Image. The silhouette of a panda bear and an ant.  End of image]
      

      4


      BAMBOO EXPERI MENT: ASK FOR AN ADULT’S ASSISTANCE TO OBTAIN A PIECE OF BAMBOO. EXAMINE IT CLOSELY AND TRY TO FIND OUT H OW MANY LEAVES IT H AS, WH AT ITS TEXTURE IS LIKE, AND IF IT’S H OLLOW ON THE INSIDE. TH EN, WRITE OR DRAW YOUR FINDINGS ON A PIECE OF PAPER.


      
        [image: Image.The image shows a piece of bamboo. End of image]
      

      5


      MASK MAKING: USE CARDSTOCK PAPER, CARDBOARD, GLUE, AND OTH ER CRAFT MATERIALS TO MA KE MASKS OF THE BEAR AND THE ANT. CUT OUT TH E SH APE OF E ACH CH ARAC TER’S FACE AND AD ORN THEM AS YO U LIKE. TH EN, YOU C AN USE TH E MASKS TO ACT OUT TH E STORY F ROM TH E BOOK.


      
        [image: Image. The image shows a panda bear mask. End of image]
      

      6


      BAMBOO PICNIC: PREPARE A HEALTHY SNACK, LIKE FRUITS AND SANDWICHES, AND HAVE A PICNIC IN YOUR GARDEN OR AT THE PARK. TO MAKE IT SPECIAL, USE BAMBOO SKEWERS TO SKEWER THE FRUITS OR ASSEMBLE MINI SANDWICHES. TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO TALK ABOUT THE STORY OF THE BEAR AND THE ANT WHILE ENJOYING YOUR MEAL!
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