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Poet and former journalist, Cato Pedder was born in California and raised in Hampshire. She studied at Cambridge, SOAS and Kingston universities. Childhood holidays were spent in South Africa where here great-grandfather, Jan Smuts, had been prime minister. In early adulthood she returned to Johannesburg to work as a newspaper reporter and experienced a very different country. Her clear-eyed determination to explore the roots and dreadful blossoming of apartheid, along with her own family’s part in it, sits at the heart of Moederland. Cato now works for the Quakers and lives in Bristol with her husband and three children.
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Author’s Note

I have tried to be as historically accurate as possible, using primary texts, academic articles, published books, family archives, interviews and so on. Where I have been unable to find information about individual women’s lives, I have used contemporary memoir and history to flesh out scenes. All these sources are listed in a bibliography at the end.
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The conditions under which the obscure mass of women live and fulfil their duties as human beings have a vital influence upon the destinies of the human race.

Alice Clark, Working Life of Women in the Seventeenth Century, 1920





I

Krotoa • Angela van Bengale • Elsje Cloete

1652–1720

A host country is neither a tabula rasa, nor a fait accompli, but a page in the process of being written.

 Amin Maalouf, In the Name of Identity, 2012

 





II

Anna Siek

1695–1773

Dutch girls carry an aura of property with them. They are first of all themselves: they bring not only so many pounds of white flesh but also so many morgen of land and so many head of cattle and so many servants.

J. M. Coetzee, ‘The Narrative of Jacobus Coetzee’, Dusklands, 1974





III

Margaretha Retief

1787–1884

Give a girl an education and introduce her properly into the world, and ten to one but she has the means of settling well, without further expense to anybody.

 Jane Austen, Mansfield Park, 1814
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Glossary

African languages

fufu – dough made from boiled and ground plantain or cassava, West Africa

ganna bushes (Khoikhoi) – lye bushes

impi (isiZulu) – body of men gathered for war

jollof rice – spicy West African rice dish

Mfecane (isiZulu) – crushing, scattering

shongololo (isiZulu) – millipede

toyi-toyi (isiNdebele) – quasi-military dance-step

Tsui-Goab (Khoikhoi) – God of Creation

umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu (isiZulu) – a person is a person because of other people

Afrikaans (and European languages where specified)

Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging – Afrikaner Resistance Movement

arrack – rice spirit

baas – boss

bakkie – pick-up truck

biltong – salted, dried meat

bittereinders – bitter-enders

bobotie – curried minced lamb dish

boerevrou – farmer’s wife

boetie – brother

braai – barbecue

breedie – stewed meat and vegetables

buchu – aromatic Cape shrub

dagboek – diary

die Groote Kerk – the Big Church

die Swart Gevaar – the Black Danger

die Volk – the People

dominie – minister

donga – dry gully, ditch

dorp – town

drostdy – administrative hub

en klaar – and finished

Hottentot – (archaic, now offensive) Khoikhoi

jjongen – boy

juffrou – mistress, or teacher

Kaapse taal – Cape language

k****r – ethnic slur for black Africans (offensive)

k****rs, mulattoes, mestiços and casticos – these phrases refer negatively to Africans and mixed-race peoples (offensive)

k****rboetie – a person sympathetic to non-whites

k****rtjie – diminutive form of ethnic slur as above

kakebeenwaens – lit.: jawbone wagons

kaross – sheepskin cloak

kleurling – coloured

knecht(en) – servant(s)

koeksusters – a plaited dough pastry soaked in sugar syrup

koppie (Afrikaans) – a small hill in a flat area

kopwerk – head work, using your brain

kraal – traditional African village of huts, or enclosure for cattle or sheep

laager – defensive circle of wagons

landdrost – magistrate in rural area

masels – measles

mealie – maize

mebos – dried compressed apricots

meid – girl

melktert – milk tart

mevrou – madam

mijnheer (Dutch) – sir

Moederkerk – Mother Church

Moederland – Motherland

mooi – pretty

morgen – unit of land, from 0.5–2.5 acres

’n regte – a real

onze (Dutch) – our

opgaaf (Dutch) – the annual account of assets such as livestock, land, crops, etc.

opstal – farmhouse

Ossewabrandwag – Ox-wagon sentinels, Afrikaner nationalist organisation

ouma – grandmother

oumagrootjie – great-grandmother

papsak – cheap box wine sold in foil container without the box

plakking – pasting

riempieskoene – thonged shoes

rix-dollars – unit of currency in Dutch trade networks 1600–1850

‘Sarie Marais’ – Afrikaans folk song

seekoei – hippopotamus

sjambok – large whip, traditionally made from hippopotamus hide

steenbrassem – seabream

stoep – verandah

stormjaar – storm year

Stuka – German aircraft in the Second World War

superette – small store or dairy

terra nullis (Latin) – land legally deemed to be unoccupied or uninhabited

trekboers – journeying farmers

vader – father

veld – uncultivated open grassland or shrubland

vlieëbos – fly bush

Volksmoeder – Mother of the Nation

Volksraad – People’s Council

voorkamer – front room

Voortrekker – pioneer, Dutch-speaking people who migrated from the Cape from 1836

vrou – woman, wife

Vrouemonument – Women’s Monument

werf – yard

zevenjaar – seven year
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[image: Engraving of a long road with fields and farm buildings on either side leading down to a central house. Beyond the house animals graze on slopes leading up to craggy mountains.]

The Vergelegen estate in 1706, before Willem Adriaan van der Stel is deposed and Anna and Barend move in.





[image: Photo of Margaretha Louisa Retief sitting at a table with hands clasped. She is wearing a long, lace-collared dress and cape with a lace cap on her head.]

Margaretha Louisa Retief, born in Wagenmakersvallei (Wellington), 1787, dies in Stellenbosch in 1884.





[image: Profile of Lady Anne Barnard sitting at a table, with a quill pen in her right hand. She is smartly dressed with an elegant hat.]

Lady Anne Barnard, writer and artist, who travels to the Cape in 1797 aged forty-seven, and stays for five years, turning her acute eye and pen on society in the colony.





[image: A seated black woman holds a white baby to her breast. A dog sits at the woman's feet looking up at her.]

Lady Anne’s watercolour of an enslaved woman, Teresa, nursing the child of her master Jacob van Reenen on his Ganzekraal farm, 1799.





[image: Headshot of Anna Retief wearing a black bonnet and cape fastened with a brooch.]

Despite looking eerily like her aunt, Margaretha, Anna Retief abandons the comforts of Cape life to join the Great Trek into the interior in 1837.





[image: A woman crouches down beside an emaciated child sitting on a chair. Behind them are rows of tents and a few carts.]

A Boer woman and her starving child in a British concentration camp during the Second Anglo-Boer War, 1899–1902.





[image: A group of people, including a baby and two very young children, posing on some steps outside a house. The door of the house is partially open.]

On the steps of Zorgvliet, Pretoria, 14 April 1907. Back row: Ds Botha (minister, Stellenbosch), Cato Smuts, Jan Smuts, Jaap de Villiers (advocate). Middle row: Daisie Krige, Isie Smuts, Japie Smuts. Front row: Betsy, Santa Smuts.





[image: Three people on the very top of Table Mountain with the city of Cape Town visible far below them. Jan Smuts is wearing a colonial-style hat and holding a walking pole; he and his daughter are standing, another man is sitting down.]

Jan Smuts and his youngest daughter Louis, named for his friend and mentor Louis Botha (South Africa’s first prime minister), on top of Table Mountain, c. early 1940s.





[image: Jan Smuts, in a suit, smiles fondly at the toddler he is carrying. The child is looking directly at the camera.]

Jan Smuts holds the author’s mother (his granddaughter), Sibella Clark, in the doorway of Hindhayes, Street, Somerset, 1944.





[image: Daniel, Cato and Bancroft Clark standing on a London street, all smartly dressed. Cato and Bancroft are both looking at Daniel, who is smiling. Behind them a bus and a number of cars can be seen.]

Daniel (aged ten), Cato and Bancroft Clark outside the Hyde Park Hotel, October 1942, where Cato’s father stays during the war. He is in London to address both Houses of Parliament.





[image: Back view of two black men walking along the side of a road towards a sign saying 'Caution, beware of natives'. ]

By 1956 apartheid is in full swing and, with it, growing racist fears.





[image: Statue of Jan Smuts on a high plinth with a sailor standing guard on either side. Four women are looking up at it.]

Cato and her three daughters look up at the newly unveiled statue of her father in Parliament Square, November 1956.





[image: Nontando Jabavu standing on a traffic island in the middle of a busy London street.]

 

Elegantly turned out as always, Nontando Jabavu poses in the Strand, 1961.





[image: Petronella Clark and Lionel Sylvester standing together beside a swimming pool and smiling.]

Petronella Clark and Lionel Sylvester, Swaziland, 1966/7. Unlike in neighbouring South Africa, here they can associate freely.





[image: Leaning on an airport trolley, the author as a young girl standing between Bancroft and Sarah Clark.]

Bancroft Clark, the author and Sarah Clark, Durban airport, 1982.





[image: A group of adults and children sitting on a flight of steps leading up to a building. Purple flowering bushes are on either side of the steps.]

Sylvester, Pedder and Clark families on the back steps of historic Cape farmstead Groot Constantia, Cape Town, 1984.





[image: A woman and a young girl stand together in front of an oil painting.]

Sibella Margaretha Pedder (née Clark) and Sibella Margaretha Pedder, junior, under a portrait of Sibella Margaretha Pasman (1693–1778), Groot Constantia, 1989.





[image: Aerial photo of a very long, snaking queue of people.]

Thousands queue in Soweto to cast their votes in the country’s first elections with universal suffrage, 27 April 1994.
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